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JEKYLL ISLAND, GA. - The Georgia Press Association honored winners of the 2014 Freedom of Information 
Award and the 2014 Better Newspaper Contest on Friday at the Jekyll Island Club Hotel during the group's 128th 
annual convention. 
 
The prestigious Freedom of Information Award was bestowed upon the daily and weekly newspaper that did the 
most during the previous year to uphold the principles of the First Amendment and to protect the public’s right to 
know. The Daily division winner for 2014 is The Telegraph, Macon and the Weekly division winner for 2014 is the 
Henry Daily Herald, McDonough. 
 
Winners in the Georgia Press Association Better Newspaper Contest were honored for their outstanding 
achievements in newspaper journalism. Entries were judged in nine divisions based on circulation. The Daily 
divisions are Division A (circulation of 30,000 or more), Division B (8,000 to 29,999), Division C (less than 8,000). 
Weekly divisions are Division D (all tri-weekly and bi-weekly papers), Division E (weeklies with circulation of 
4,000 to 14,999), Division F (3,000 to 3,999) and Division G (less than 3,000), and division H (all weekly 
newspapers of 15,000 or more and all associate media members). 
 
The 2014 contest saw the addition of a new category for Emerging Journalists. One daily and one weekly journalist 
under the age of 30 with less than five years experience writing professionally for a newspaper was honored for 
demonstrating excellence in the field of journalism and maintaining high standards of quality and ethics.  
 
There were 610 awards presented in 37 categories to 87 newspapers. Winners by category are: 
 
General Excellence: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News; General Excellence: Division A: 2nd Place, 
The Augusta Chronicle; General Excellence: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon; General Excellence: 
Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal; General Excellence: Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville; 
General Excellence: Division B: 3rd Place, Athens Banner-Herald; General Excellence: Division C: 1st Place, 
Statesboro Herald; General Excellence: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton; General Excellence: 
Division C: 3rd Place, Times-Georgian, Carrollton; General Excellence: Division D: 1st Place, Douglas County 
Sentinel, Douglasville; General Excellence: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough; General 
Excellence: Division D: 3rd Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe; General Excellence: Division E: 1st Place, The 
Eatonton Messenger; General Excellence: Division E: 2nd Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson; General 
Excellence: Division E: 3rd Place, The Jones County News, Gray; General Excellence: Division E: 3rd Place, 
Morgan County Citizen, Madison; General Excellence: Division F: 1st Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, 
Lavonia; General Excellence: Division F: 2nd Place, Donalsonville News; General Excellence: Division F: 3rd 
Place, The Blackshear Times; General Excellence: Division G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur; General 
Excellence: Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; General Excellence: Division G: 3rd Place, The 
Madison County Journal, Danielsville; General Excellence: Division H: 1st Place, Columbia County News-Times, 
Evans; General Excellence: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe; General Excellence: Division H: 3rd 
Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock;  
 
Page One: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News; Page One: Division A: 2nd Place, The Augusta 
Chronicle; Page One: Division A: 3rd Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer; Page One: Division B: 1st Place, The 
Times, Gainesville; Page One: Division B: 2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald; Page One: Division B: 3rd Place, 
Athens Banner-Herald; Page One: Division C: 1st Place, Times-Georgian, Carrollton; Page One: Division C: 2nd 
Place, The Moultrie Observer; Page One: Division C: 3rd Place, Statesboro Herald; Page One: Division D: 1st 
Place, The Post-Searchlight, Bainbridge; Page One: Division D: 2nd Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe; Page One: 
Division D: 3rd Place, Barrow County News, Winder; Page One: Division E: 1st Place, The News Observer, Blue 
Ridge; Page One: Division E: 2nd Place, The Toccoa Record; Page One: Division E: 3rd Place, The Clayton 
Tribune; Page One: Division F: 1st Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia; Page One: Division F: 2nd 
Place, The Blackshear Times; Page One: Division F: 3rd Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville; Page One: 
Division G: 1st Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; Page One: Division G: 2nd Place, The Clinch County News, 
Homerville; Page One: Division G: 3rd Place, Banks County News, Homer; Page One: Division H: 1st Place, 
Columbia County News-Times, Evans; Page One: Division H: 2nd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans; 
Page One: Division H: 3rd Place, South Forsyth News, Cumming;  
 



Layout and Design: Division A: 1st Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer; Layout and Design: Division A: 2nd Place, 
The Telegraph, Macon; Layout and Design: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah Morning News; Layout and Design: 
Division B: 1st Place, The Times, Gainesville; Layout and Design: Division B: 2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald; 
Layout and Design: Division B: 3rd Place, Marietta Daily Journal; Layout and Design: Division C: 1st Place, Times-
Georgian, Carrollton; Layout and Design: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton; Layout and 
Design: Division C: 3rd Place, The Moultrie Observer; Layout and Design: Division D: 1st Place, Barrow County 
News, Winder; Layout and Design: Division D: 2nd Place, The Covington News; Layout and Design: Division D: 
3rd Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe; Layout and Design: Division E: 1st Place, The Jones County News, Gray; 
Layout and Design: Division E: 2nd Place, The Toccoa Record; Layout and Design: Division E: 3rd Place, The 
News Observer, Blue Ridge; Layout and Design: Division F: 1st Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville; 
Layout and Design: Division F: 2nd Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia; Layout and Design: Division 
F: 3rd Place, The Blackshear Times; Layout and Design: Division G: 1st Place, The Commerce News; Layout and 
Design: Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; Layout and Design: Division G: 3rd Place, The Madison 
County Journal, Danielsville; Layout and Design: Division H: 1st Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe; Layout and 
Design: Division H: 2nd Place, Rockdale News, Conyers; Layout and Design: Division H: 3rd Place, The Paper, 
Hoschton;  
 
Local News Coverage: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News; Local News Coverage: Division A: 2nd 
Place, Savannah Morning News; Local News Coverage: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Local News 
Coverage: Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal; Local News Coverage: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta 
Daily Journal; Local News Coverage: Division B: 3rd Place, Athens Banner-Herald; Local News Coverage: 
Division C: 1st Place, The Daily Tribune News, Cartersville; Local News Coverage: Division C: 2nd Place, 
Rockdale Citizen, Conyers; Local News Coverage: Division C: 3rd Place, Times-Georgian, Carrollton; Local News 
Coverage: Division D: 1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville; Local News Coverage: Division D: 2nd 
Place, The Northeast Georgian, Cornelia; Local News Coverage: Division D: 3rd Place, Tribune & Georgian, St. 
Marys; Local News Coverage: Division E: 1st Place, The Jones County News, Gray; Local News Coverage: 
Division E: 2nd Place, Lake Oconee News, Greensboro; Local News Coverage: Division E: 3rd Place, Monroe 
County Reporter, Forsyth; Local News Coverage: Division F: 1st Place, The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville; Local 
News Coverage: Division F: 2nd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville; Local News Coverage: 
Division F: 3rd Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia; Local News Coverage: Division G: 1st Place, The 
Champion, Decatur; Local News Coverage: Division G: 2nd Place, The Madison County Journal, Danielsville; 
Local News Coverage: Division G: 3rd Place, Walker County Messenger, Lafayette; Local News Coverage: 
Division H: 1st Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans; Local News Coverage: Division H: 2nd Place, South 
Forsyth News, Cumming; Local News Coverage: Division H: 3rd Place, The Lanier County Advocate, Lakeland;  
 
Lifestyle Coverage: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News; Lifestyle Coverage: Division A: 2nd Place, 
Savannah Morning News; Lifestyle Coverage: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah Morning News; Lifestyle Coverage: 
Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal; Lifestyle Coverage: Division B: 2nd Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton; 
Lifestyle Coverage: Division B: 3rd Place, The Albany Herald; Lifestyle Coverage: Division D: 1st Place, Bryan 
County News, Richmond Hill; Lifestyle Coverage: Division D: 2nd Place, Calhoun Times; Lifestyle Coverage: 
Division D: 3rd Place, The Post-Searchlight, Bainbridge; Lifestyle Coverage: Division E: 1st Place, Morgan County 
Citizen, Madison; Lifestyle Coverage: Division E: 2nd Place, White County News, Cleveland; Lifestyle Coverage: 
Division E: 3rd Place, The Eatonton Messenger; Lifestyle Coverage: Division F: 1st Place, Dawson Community 
News, Dawsonville; Lifestyle Coverage: Division F: 2nd Place, Donalsonville News; Lifestyle Coverage: Division 
F: 3rd Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia; Lifestyle Coverage: Division G: 1st Place, The Champion, 
Decatur; Lifestyle Coverage: Division G: 2nd Place, The Champion, Decatur; Lifestyle Coverage: Division G: 3rd 
Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; Lifestyle Coverage: Division H: 1st Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe; Lifestyle 
Coverage: Division H: 2nd Place, Bayonet and Saber, Fort Benning; Lifestyle Coverage: Division H: 3rd Place, 
Rockdale News, Conyers;  
 
Sports Section or Pages: Division A: 1st Place, Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville; Sports Section or Pages: 
Division A: 2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Sports Section or Pages: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta 
Chronicle; Sports Section or Pages: Division B: 1st Place, The Times, Gainesville; Sports Section or Pages: Division 
B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal; Sports Section or Pages: Division B: 3rd Place, Forsyth County News, 
Cumming; Sports Section or Pages: Division D: 1st Place, The Northeast Georgian, Cornelia; Sports Section or 
Pages: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough; Sports Section or Pages: Division D: 3rd Place, 
Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro; Sports Section or Pages: Division E: 1st Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson; 
Sports Section or Pages: Division E: 2nd Place, The Dahlonega Nugget; Sports Section or Pages: Division E: 3rd 
Place, The Eatonton Messenger; Sports Section or Pages: Division F: 1st Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, 



Lavonia; Sports Section or Pages: Division F: 2nd Place, Donalsonville News; Sports Section or Pages: Division F: 
3rd Place, The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville; Sports Section or Pages: Division G: 1st Place, Walker County 
Messenger, Lafayette; Sports Section or Pages: Division G: 2nd Place, The Madison County Journal, Danielsville; 
Sports Section or Pages: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; Sports Section or Pages: Division H: 1st 
Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock; Sports Section or Pages: Division H: 2nd Place, Columbia County 
News-Times, Evans; Sports Section or Pages: Division H: 3rd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe;  
 
Editorial Page: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News; Editorial Page: Division A: 2nd Place, The Augusta 
Chronicle; Editorial Page: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Editorial Page: Division B: 1st Place, 
Marietta Daily Journal; Editorial Page: Division B: 2nd Place, The Albany Herald; Editorial Page: Division B: 3rd 
Place, The Times, Gainesville; Editorial Page: Division D: 1st Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe; Editorial Page: 
Division D: 2nd Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville; Editorial Page: Division D: 3rd Place, The Post-
Searchlight, Bainbridge; Editorial Page: Division E: 1st Place, White County News, Cleveland; Editorial Page: 
Division E: 2nd Place, The News Observer, Blue Ridge; Editorial Page: Division E: 3rd Place, Morgan County 
Citizen, Madison; Editorial Page: Division F: 1st Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia; Editorial Page: 
Division F: 2nd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville; Editorial Page: Division F: 3rd Place, The 
Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville; Editorial Page: Division G: 1st Place, The Commerce News; Editorial Page: 
Division G: 2nd Place, The Madison County Journal, Danielsville; Editorial Page: Division G: 3rd Place, The 
Journal, Buena Vista; Editorial Page: Division H: 1st Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans; Editorial Page: 
Division H: 2nd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock; Editorial Page: Division H: 3rd Place, Cherokee 
Ledger-News, Woodstock;  
 
Editorial Writing: Division A: 1st Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer; Editorial Writing: Division A: 2nd Place, 
Savannah Morning News, Tom Barton; Editorial Writing: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Michael 
Ryan; Editorial Writing: Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Joe Kirby; Editorial Writing: Division B: 2nd 
Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton; Editorial Writing: Division B: 3rd Place, The Albany Herald, Editorial Board; 
Editorial Writing: Division D: 1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Mitch Sneed; Editorial Writing: 
Division D: 2nd Place, The Press-Sentinel, Jesup; Editorial Writing: Division D: 3rd Place, Tribune & Georgian, St. 
Marys; Editorial Writing: Division E: 1st Place, The Summerville News, Jimmy Espy; Editorial Writing: Division 
E: 2nd Place, The Toccoa Record, Tom Law; Editorial Writing: Division E: 3rd Place, The Eatonton Messenger; 
Editorial Writing: Division F: 1st Place, The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville; Editorial Writing: Division F: 2nd 
Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia, Shane Scoggins; Editorial Writing: Division G: 1st Place, Rockdale 
News, Conyers; Editorial Writing: Division G: 2nd Place, The Commerce News, Mark Beardsley; 
 
Headline Writing: Division A: 1st Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Headline Writing: Division A: 2nd Place, The 
Augusta Chronicle; Headline Writing: Division A: 3rd Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer; Headline Writing: 
Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal; Headline Writing: Division B: 2nd Place, The Brunswick News; 
Headline Writing: Division B: 3rd Place, Athens Banner-Herald; Headline Writing: Division D: 1st Place, Henry 
Daily Herald, McDonough; Headline Writing: Division D: 2nd Place, The Northeast Georgian, Cornelia; Headline 
Writing: Division D: 3rd Place, The Post-Searchlight, Bainbridge; Headline Writing: Division E: 1st Place, The 
Cairo Messenger; Headline Writing: Division E: 2nd Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson; Headline Writing: 
Division E: 3rd Place, The Elberton Star; Headline Writing: Division F: 1st Place, The Blackshear Times; Headline 
Writing: Division F: 2nd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville; Headline Writing: Division F: 3rd 
Place, Sylvania Telephone; Headline Writing: Division G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur; Headline Writing: 
Division G: 2nd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville; Headline Writing: Division G: 3rd Place, Banks 
County News, Homer; Headline Writing: Division H: 1st Place, The Paper, Hoschton; Headline Writing: Division 
H: 2nd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans; Headline Writing: Division H: 3rd Place, The Lanier County 
Advocate, Lakeland;  
 
Special Issues: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Masters Preview; Special Issues: Division A: 2nd 
Place, Savannah Morning News, Our Savannah; Special Issues: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, 
Numbers Game; Special Issues: Division B: 1st Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Football; Special Issues: 
Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, High School Football Preview; Special Issues: Division B: 3rd 
Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Factbook; Special Issues: Division D: 1st Place, The Coastal Courier, Hinesville, 
Neighbors and Newcomers; Special Issues: Division D: 2nd Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe, Rising Visions 
2013; Special Issues: Division D: 3rd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Prep Football Preview; Special 
Issues: Division E: 1st Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson, Games of Domes; Special Issues: Division E: 2nd 
Place, The Eatonton Messenger, Football Preview; Special Issues: Division E: 3rd Place, The Elberton Star, Letters 
to Santa; Special Issues: Division F: 1st Place, Donalsonville News, Christmas; Special Issues: Division F: 2nd 



Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville, Moonshine; Special Issues: Division F: 3rd Place, Donalsonville 
News, Veterans; Special Issues: Division G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur, Newcomer’s Guide; Special Issues: 
Division G: 2nd Place, Walker County Messenger, Lafayette, Roundup; Special Issues: Division G: 3rd Place, 
Barrow Journal, Winder, Gridiron; Special Issues: Division H: 1st Place, The Thomasville Townie, Due South; 
Special Issues: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe, Arts & Entertainment; Special Issues: Division 
H: 3rd Place, Rockdale News, Conyers, World War II Tribute; 
 
Community Service: Division A: 1st Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Community Service: Division A: 2nd Place, 
Savannah Morning News; Community Service: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta Chronicle; Community Service: 
Division B: 1st Place, The Valdosta Daily Times; Community Service: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily 
Journal; Community Service: Division B: 3rd Place, The Albany Herald; Community Service: Division D: 1st Place, 
Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville; Community Service: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, 
McDonough; Community Service: Division D: 3rd Place, The Covington News; Community Service: Division E: 
1st Place, Donalsonville News; Community Service: Division E: 2nd Place, The News Observer, Blue Ridge; 
Community Service: Division E: 3rd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe;  
 
Business Coverage: Division A: 1st Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Linda Morris; Business Coverage: Division A: 
2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Jenna Martin; Business Coverage: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah Morning 
News; Business Coverage: Division B: 1st Place, The Courier Herald, Dublin, Dahlia Allen; Business Coverage: 
Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Staff; Business Coverage: Division B: 3rd Place, The Daily Citizen, 
Dalton, Charles Oliver; Business Coverage: Division C: 1st Place, The Moultrie Observer, Alan Mauldin; Business 
Coverage: Division C: 2nd Place, Statesboro Herald, Al Hackle; Business Coverage: Division C: 3rd Place, The 
Daily Tribune News, Cartersville, Jason Lowrey; Business Coverage: Division D: 1st Place, The Walton Tribune, 
Monroe, Stephen Milligan; Business Coverage: Division D: 2nd Place, The Covington News, Gabriel Khouli; 
Business Coverage: Division D: 3rd Place, Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro, Curt Yeomans; Business Coverage: 
Division E: 1st Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson, Katie Cofer; Business Coverage: Division E: 2nd Place, White 
County News, Cleveland; Business Coverage: Division E: 3rd Place, The Eatonton Messenger, Lynn Hobbs; 
Business Coverage: Division F: 1st Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne Hardy; Business Coverage: Division F: 
2nd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville, Parish Howard; Business Coverage: Division F: 3rd 
Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville, Michelle Hester and David Renner; Business Coverage: Division 
G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur, Kathy Mitchell; Business Coverage: Division G: 2nd Place, The Journal, 
Buena Vista, Richard Harris; Business Coverage: Division G: 3rd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Len 
Robbins; Business Coverage: Division H: 1st Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Carolyn Matthews; 
Business Coverage: Division H: 2nd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Jill Richstone; Business Coverage: 
Division H: 3rd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Valerie Rowell;  
 
Religion Coverage: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Lisa Kaylor; Religion Coverage: Division A: 2nd 
Place, Savannah Morning News, Jane Kahn; Religion Coverage: Division B: 1st Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton, 
Misty Watson; Religion Coverage: Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Savannah King; Religion 
Coverage: Division B: 3rd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Staff; Religion Coverage: Division C: 1st Place, Times-
Georgian, Carrollton, Winston Jones; Religion Coverage: Division C: 2nd Place, Rockdale Citizen, Conyers, Beth 
Sexton; Religion Coverage: Division C: 3rd Place, The Moultrie Observer, Kevin C. Hall; Religion Coverage: 
Division D: 1st Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe; Religion Coverage: Division D: 2nd Place, The Covington 
News, Danielle Everson; Religion Coverage: Division D: 3rd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Jim Zachary; 
Religion Coverage: Division E: 1st Place, The Jones County News, Gray, Staff; Religion Coverage: Division E: 2nd 
Place, Morgan County Citizen, Madison; Religion Coverage: Division E: 3rd Place, The Eatonton Messenger; 
Religion Coverage: Division F: 1st Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville; Religion Coverage: Division F: 
2nd Place, The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville, Blake Giles; Religion Coverage: Division F: 3rd Place, Jefferson 
Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville; Religion Coverage: Division G: 1st Place, The Madison County Journal, 
Danielsville; Religion Coverage: Division G: 2nd Place, The Commerce News, Mark Beardsley; Religion Coverage: 
Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder; Religion Coverage: Division H: 1st Place, Rockdale News, 
Conyers; Religion Coverage: Division H: 2nd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Jill Richstone; Religion 
Coverage: Division H: 3rd Place, The Lanier County Advocate, Lakeland, Ashley George;  
 
Education Coverage: Division A: 1st Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, Mark Rice; Education Coverage: Division 
A: 2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Tracey McManus; Education Coverage: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah 
Morning News, Jenel Few; Education Coverage: Division B: 1st Place, The Times, Gainesville, Carly Sharec; 
Education Coverage: Division B: 2nd Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton, Christopher Smith; Education Coverage: 
Division B: 3rd Place, The Newnan Times-Herald; Education Coverage: Division C: 1st Place, Statesboro Herald, ; 



Education Coverage: Division C: 2nd Place, The Union-Recorder, Milledgeville, Vaishali Patel; Education 
Coverage: Division C: 3rd Place, Times-Georgian, Carrollton, Haisten Willis; Education Coverage: Division D: 1st 
Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe, Stephen Milligan; Education Coverage: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily 
Herald, McDonough, Johnny Jackson; Education Coverage: Division D: 3rd Place, Douglas County Sentinel, 
Douglasville, Ron Daniel; Education Coverage: Division E: 1st Place, The Cairo Messenger, Randolph Wind; 
Education Coverage: Division E: 2nd Place, The Eatonton Messenger, Lynn Hobbs; Education Coverage: Division 
E: 3rd Place, Times-Courier, Ellijay; Education Coverage: Division F: 1st Place, Dawson Community News, 
Dawsonville, Staff; Education Coverage: Division F: 2nd Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne Hardy; Education 
Coverage: Division F: 3rd Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia, Kandice S. Eberhardt; Education 
Coverage: Division G: 1st Place, Walker County Messenger, Lafayette, Matt Ledger; Education Coverage: Division 
G: 2nd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Staff; Education Coverage: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow 
Journal, Winder, Susan Norman; Education Coverage: Division H: 1st Place, Bayonet and Saber, Fort Benning, 
Adrienne Anderson; Education Coverage: Division H: 2nd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Megan 
Thornton; Education Coverage: Division H: 3rd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Carolyn Mathews;  
 
Photo of the Year: The Augusta Chronicle, Sara Caldwell;  
 
News Photograph: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Michael Holahan; News Photograph: Division A: 
2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Michael Holahan; News Photograph: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah Morning 
News, Richard Burkhart; News Photograph: Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; News 
Photograph: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; News Photograph: Division B: 3rd Place, 
The Brunswick News, Bobby Haven; News Photograph: Division C: 1st Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, 
Kelly J. Huff; News Photograph: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Kelly J. Huff; News 
Photograph: Division C: 3rd Place, Statesboro Herald, Scott Bryant; News Photograph: Division D: 1st Place, 
Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Mitch Sneed; News Photograph: Division D: 2nd Place, Douglas County 
Sentinel, Douglasville, Mitch Sneed; News Photograph: Division D: 3rd Place, The McDuffie Progress, Thomson, 
Wayne Parham; News Photograph: Division E: 1st Place, Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth, Richard Dumas; News 
Photograph: Division E: 2nd Place, Pickens County Progress, Jasper, Laiken Owens; News Photograph: Division E: 
3rd Place, Pickens County Progress, Jasper, Damon Howell; News Photograph: Division F: 1st Place, The 
Blackshear Times, Wayne Hardy; News Photograph: Division F: 2nd Place, Sylvania Telephone, Enoch Autry; 
News Photograph: Division F: 3rd Place, The Oconee Enterprise, Watkinsville, Blake Giles; News Photograph: 
Division G: 1st Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica Brown; News Photograph: Division G: 2nd Place, The 
Champion, Decatur, Andrew Cauthen; News Photograph: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica 
Brown; News Photograph: Division H: 1st Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Erika Neldner; News 
Photograph: Division H: 2nd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Jim Blaylock; News Photograph: 
Division H: 3rd Place, Rockdale News, Conyers, Darrell Everidge;  
 
Spot News Photo: Division A: 1st Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Woody Marshall; Spot News Photo: Division A: 
2nd Place, Savannah Morning News, Deann Komanecky; Spot News Photo: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta 
Chronicle, Sara Caldwell; Spot News Photo: Division B: 1st Place, The Times, Gainesville, Nat Gurley; Spot News 
Photo: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; Spot News Photo: Division B: 3rd Place, 
Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; Spot News Photo: Division C: 1st Place, The Moultrie Observer, Alan 
Mauldin; Spot News Photo: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Michelle Babcock; Spot News 
Photo: Division C: 3rd Place, The Daily Tribune News, Cartersville, Skip Butler; Spot News Photo: Division D: 1st 
Place, The Post-Searchlight, Bainbridge, Ashley Johnson; Spot News Photo: Division D: 2nd Place, The Northeast 
Georgian, Cornelia, Christina Santee; Spot News Photo: Division D: 3rd Place, Douglas County Sentinel, 
Douglasville, Ron Daniel; Spot News Photo: Division E: 1st Place, The Herald-Gazette, Barnesville, Walter Geiger; 
Spot News Photo: Division E: 2nd Place, The Hartwell Sun, Bill Powell; Spot News Photo: Division E: 3rd Place, 
Pickens County Progress, Jasper, Dan Pool; Spot News Photo: Division G: 1st Place, Walker County Messenger, 
Lafayette, Matt Ledger; Spot News Photo: Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica Brown; Spot 
News Photo: Division G: 3rd Place, The Champion, Decatur, Travis Hudgons;  
 
Sports Photograph: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Todd Bennett; Sports Photograph: Division A: 
2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Woody Marshall; Sports Photograph: Division A: 3rd Place, Gwinnett Daily 
Post, Lawrenceville, Brendan Sullivan; Sports Photograph: Division B: 1st Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. 
Huff; Sports Photograph: Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Jared Putnam; Sports Photograph: 
Division B: 3rd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Nat Gurley; Sports Photograph: Division C: 1st Place, Statesboro 
Herald, Scott Bryant; Sports Photograph: Division C: 2nd Place, Statesboro Herald, Scott Bryant; Sports 
Photograph: Division C: 3rd Place, The Union-Recorder, Milledgeville, Kyle Collins; Sports Photograph: Division 



D: 1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Rick Winters; Sports Photograph: Division D: 2nd Place, 
Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Rick Winters; Sports Photograph: Division D: 3rd Place, The Press-
Sentinel, Jesup, Missi Fountain; Sports Photograph: Division E: 1st Place, The Toccoa Record, Duane Winn; Sports 
Photograph: Division E: 2nd Place, The Dahlonega Nugget, John Bynum; Sports Photograph: Division E: 3rd Place, 
The Eatonton Messenger, Jeff Stanton; Sports Photograph: Division F: 1st Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne 
Hardy; Sports Photograph: Division F: 2nd Place, Sylvania Telephone, Enoch Autry; Sports Photograph: Division F: 
3rd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville, Parish Howard; Sports Photograph: Division G: 1st Place, 
Banks County News, Homer, Randy Crump; Sports Photograph: Division G: 2nd Place, The Johnson Journal, 
Wrightsville, Deidre Ledford; Sports Photograph: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica Brown; 
Sports Photograph: Division H: 1st Place, The Paper, Hoschton, Doug Chellew; Sports Photograph: Division H: 2nd 
Place, Bayonet and Saber, Fort Benning, John W. Peeler; Sports Photograph: Division H: 3rd Place, Rockdale 
News, Conyers, Darrell Everidge;  
 
Sports Feature Photograph: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Jon-Michael Sullivan; Sports Feature 
Photograph: Division A: 2nd Place, Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville, Brendan Sullivan; Sports Feature 
Photograph: Division A: 3rd Place, Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville, Jason Braverman; Sports Feature 
Photograph: Division B: 1st Place, The Brunswick News, Bobby Haven; Sports Feature Photograph: Division B: 
2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; Sports Feature Photograph: Division B: 3rd Place, The Valdosta 
Daily Times, Ed Hooper; Sports Feature Photograph: Division D: 1st Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Brian 
Paglia; Sports Feature Photograph: Division D: 2nd Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Rick Winters; 
Sports Feature Photograph: Division D: 3rd Place, Barrow County News, Winder, Rob Nowakowski; Sports Feature 
Photograph: Division E: 1st Place, The Eatonton Messenger, Jeff Stanton; Sports Feature Photograph: Division E: 
2nd Place, Morgan County Citizen, Madison, Josiah Connelly; Sports Feature Photograph: Division E: 3rd Place, 
The Eatonton Messenger, Jeff Stanton; Sports Feature Photograph: Division G: 1st Place, Banks County News, 
Homer, Randy Crump; Sports Feature Photograph: Division G: 2nd Place, Walker County Messenger, Lafayette, 
Scott Herpst; Sports Feature Photograph: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica Brown;  
 
Feature Photograph: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Sara Caldwell; Feature Photograph: Division A: 
2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Grant Blankenship; Feature Photograph: Division A: 3rd Place, Gwinnett Daily 
Post, Lawrenceville, Brendan Sullivan; Feature Photograph: Division B: 1st Place, The Brunswick News, Bobby 
Haven; Feature Photograph: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff; Feature Photograph: 
Division B: 3rd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Nat Gurley; Feature Photograph: Division C: 1st Place, Statesboro 
Herald, Scott Bryant; Feature Photograph: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Kelly J. Huff; 
Feature Photograph: Division C: 3rd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Todd Hull; Feature Photograph: 
Division D: 1st Place, The Thomaston Times, James Morton; Feature Photograph: Division D: 2nd Place, The 
Walton Tribune, Monroe, Daphne Hamm; Feature Photograph: Division D: 3rd Place, Henry Daily Herald, 
McDonough, Heather Middleton; Feature Photograph: Division E: 1st Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson, 
Wesleigh Sagon; Feature Photograph: Division E: 2nd Place, The Elberton Star, Cary Best; Feature Photograph: 
Division E: 3rd Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson, Wesleigh Sagon; Feature Photograph: Division F: 1st Place, 
Sylvania Telephone, Enoch Autry; Feature Photograph: Division F: 2nd Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne 
Hardy; Feature Photograph: Division F: 3rd Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville, Michele Hester; 
Feature Photograph: Division G: 1st Place, The Johnson Journal, Wrightsville, Deidre Ledford; Feature Photograph: 
Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Jessica Brown; Feature Photograph: Division G: 3rd Place, The 
Madison County Journal, Danielsville, Zach Mitcham; Feature Photograph: Division H: 1st Place, Columbia County 
News-Times, Evans, Jim Blaylock; Feature Photograph: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe, Paul 
Powers; Feature Photograph: Division H: 3rd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Jim Blaylock;  
 
Photo Essay: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Jon-Michael Sullivan; Photo Essay: Division A: 2nd 
Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Beau Cabell; Photo Essay: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Grant 
Blankenship and Woody Marshall; Photo Essay: Division B: 1st Place, The Newnan Times-Herald, Jeffrey Leo; 
Photo Essay: Division B: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Scott Rogers; Photo Essay: Division B: 3rd Place, The 
Brunswick News, Bobby Haven; Photo Essay: Division D: 1st Place, Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro, Heather 
Middleton; Photo Essay: Division D: 2nd Place, Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro, Curt Yeomans; Photo Essay: 
Division D: 3rd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Gabe Stovall; Photo Essay: Division E: 1st Place, Morgan 
County Citizen, Madison, Greg Strelecki; Photo Essay: Division E: 2nd Place, White County News, Cleveland, 
Linda Erbele; Photo Essay: Division E: 3rd Place, The Summerville News, Atteka Abdou; Photo Essay: Division F: 
1st Place, Donalsonville News, Staff; Photo Essay: Division F: 2nd Place, Donalsonville News, Staff; Photo Essay: 
Division F: 3rd Place, Donalsonville News, Staff; Photo Essay: Division G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur, 
Andrew Cauthen; Photo Essay: Division G: 2nd Place, The Commerce News, Mark Beardsley; Photo Essay: 



Division G: 3rd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Len Robbins; Photo Essay: Division H: 1st Place, 
Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Jim Blaylock; Photo Essay: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big 
Canoe, Paul Powers; Photo Essay: Division H: 3rd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Jim Blaylock;  
 
Photo Illustration: Division DAILY: 1st Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton, Misty Watson; Photo Illustration: 
Division DAILY: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Todd Hall; Photo Illustration: Division DAILY: 3rd 
Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Todd Hall; Photo Illustration: Division WEEKLY: 1st Place, Henry Daily 
Herald, McDonough, Jeylin White; Photo Illustration: Division WEEKLY: 2nd Place, The Walton Tribune, 
Monroe, Robbie Schwartz; Photo Illustration: Division WEEKLY: 3rd Place, Morgan County Citizen, Madison;  
 
Serious Column: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News, Tom Barton; Serious Column: Division A: 2nd 
Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Joe Hotchkiss; Serious Column: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, 
Charles Richardson; Serious Column: Division B: 1st Place, Statesboro Herald, Holli Deal Bragg; Serious Column: 
Division B: 2nd Place, Rome News-Tribune, Lee Walburn; Serious Column: Division B: 3rd Place, Athens Banner-
Herald, Myra Blackmon; Serious Column: Division D: 1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Mitch 
Sneed; Serious Column: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Kelsey Cochran; Serious 
Column: Division D: 3rd Place, The Press-Sentinel, Jesup, Derby Waters; Serious Column: Division E: 1st Place, 
The Eatonton Messenger, Ron Bridgeman; Serious Column: Division E: 2nd Place, Monroe County Reporter, 
Forsyth, Carolyn Martel; Serious Column: Division E: 3rd Place, The Elberton Star, Gary Jones; Serious Column: 
Division F: 1st Place, Donalsonville News, Dan Ponder; Serious Column: Division F: 2nd Place, Franklin County 
Citizen Leader, Lavonia, Denise Matthews; Serious Column: Division F: 3rd Place, The Oconee Enterprise, 
Watkinsville, Blake Giles; Serious Column: Division G: 1st Place, Dawson News & Advertiser, Dawsonville, 
Kimberly Boim; Serious Column: Division G: 2nd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Len Robbins; 
Serious Column: Division G: 3rd Place, The Champion, Decatur, Andrew Cauthen; Serious Column: Division H: 1st 
Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Steve Crawford; Serious Column: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke 
Signals, Big Canoe, George Fox; Serious Column: Division H: 3rd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe, Melissa 
Lowrie;  
 
Humorous Column: Division A: 1st Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, Tim Chitwood; Humorous Column: 
Division A: 2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Glynn Moore; Humorous Column: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah 
Morning News, Tom Barton; Humorous Column: Division B: 1st Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Eddie DePeterse; 
Humorous Column: Division B: 2nd Place, Rome News-Tribune, Ray Atkins; Humorous Column: Division B: 3rd 
Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Lauretta Hannon; Humorous Column: Division D: 1st Place, The Coastal Courier, 
Hinesville, Hollie Moore Barnidge; Humorous Column: Division D: 2nd Place, Americus Times-Recorder, Stick 
Miller; Humorous Column: Division D: 3rd Place, The Northeast Georgian, Cornelia, Christina Santee; Humorous 
Column: Division E: 1st Place, Pickens County Progress, Jasper, Alan Gibson; Humorous Column: Division E: 2nd 
Place, Monroe County Reporter, Forsyth, Will Davis; Humorous Column: Division E: 3rd Place, The Elberton Star, 
Mark Berryman; Humorous Column: Division F: 1st Place, Sylvania Telephone, Enoch Autry; Humorous Column: 
Division F: 2nd Place, Dawson Community News, Dawsonville, Sudie Crouch; Humorous Column: Division F: 3rd 
Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia, Denise Matthews; Humorous Column: Division G: 1st Place, 
Banks County News, Homer, Angela Gary; Humorous Column: Division G: 2nd Place, The Dawson News, T. 
Gamble III; Humorous Column: Division G: 3rd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Len Robbins; 
Humorous Column: Division H: 1st Place, The Lanier County Advocate, Lakeland, Ashley George; Humorous 
Column: Division H: 2nd Place, Rockdale News, Conyers, Dave McCoy; Humorous Column: Division H: 3rd 
Place, The Thomasville Townie, Denise Purvis;  
 
Sports Column: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Scott Michaux; Sports Column: Division A: 2nd 
Place, Savannah Morning News, Donald Heath; Sports Column: Division A: 3rd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Seth 
Emerson; Sports Column: Division B: 1st Place, Statesboro Herald, Matt Yogus; Sports Column: Division B: 2nd 
Place, Rome News-Tribune, Jim Alred; Sports Column: Division B: 3rd Place, Columbia County News-Times, 
Evans, Scott Rouch; Sports Column: Division D: 1st Place, Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro, Derrick Mahone; 
Sports Column: Division D: 2nd Place, Clayton News Daily, Jonesboro, Gabe Stovall; Sports Column: Division D: 
3rd Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe, David Johnson; Sports Column: Division E: 1st Place, The Oconee 
Enterprise, Watkinsville, Ryne Dennis; Sports Column: Division E: 2nd Place, Sylvania Telephone, Burton Kemp; 
Sports Column: Division E: 3rd Place, Sylvania Telephone, Enoch Autry; Sports Column: Division G: 1st Place, 
The Madison County Journal, Danielsville, Zach Mitcham; Sports Column: Division G: 2nd Place, The Madison 
County Journal, Danielsville, Dallas Bordon; Sports Column: Division G: 3rd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Chris 
Bridges;  
 



Feature Writing: Division A: 1st Place, Gwinnett Daily Post, Lawrenceville, Tyler Estep; Feature Writing: Division 
A: 2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Joe Kovac; Feature Writing: Division A: 3rd Place, Gwinnett Daily Post, 
Lawrenceville, Camie Young; Feature Writing: Division B: 1st Place, Athens Banner-Herald, André Gallant; 
Feature Writing: Division B: 2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Nick Coltrain; Feature Writing: Division B: 3rd 
Place, The Daily Citizen, Dalton, Misty Watson; Feature Writing: Division C: 1st Place, The Union-Recorder, 
Milledgeville, Kyle Collins; Feature Writing: Division C: 2nd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Michelle 
Babcock; Feature Writing: Division C: 3rd Place, The 
Union-Recorder, Milledgeville, Vaishali Patel; Feature Writing: Division D: 1st Place, Tribune & Georgian, St. 
Marys, Johna Strickland Rush; Feature Writing: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Kelsey 
Cochran; Feature Writing: Division D: 3rd Place, Tribune & Georgian, St. Marys, Jocelyn Brumbaugh; Feature 
Writing: Division E: 1st Place, Morgan County Citizen, Madison, Staff; Feature Writing: Division E: 2nd Place, 
Times-Courier, Ellijay, Whitney Crouch; Feature Writing: Division E: 3rd Place, The Jackson Herald, Jefferson, 
Katie Cofer; Feature Writing: Division F: 1st Place, The Baldwin Bulletin, Milledgeville, Candace Morrow; Feature 
Writing: Division F: 2nd Place, Franklin County Citizen Leader, Lavonia, Denise Matthews; Feature Writing: 
Division F: 3rd Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne Hardy; Feature Writing: Division G: 1st Place, The Madison 
County Journal, Danielsville, Margie Richards; Feature Writing: Division G: 2nd Place, The Champion, Decatur, 
Kathy Mitchell; Feature Writing: Division G: 3rd Place, The Champion, Decatur, Daniel Beauregard; Feature 
Writing: Division H: 1st Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Valerie Rowell; Feature Writing: Division 
H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe, Anita Rosen; Feature Writing: Division H: 3rd Place, Rockdale News, 
Conyers, Kathy Hooks;  
 
Hard News Writing: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Susan McCord; Hard News Writing: Division 
A: 2nd Place, Columbus Ledger-Enquirer, Chuck Williams; Hard News Writing: Division A: 3rd Place, Savannah 
Morning News, Jan Skutch; Hard News Writing: Division B: 1st Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Joe Johnson; Hard 
News Writing: Division B: 2nd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, Nikki Wiley; Hard News Writing: Division B: 3rd 
Place, The Times, Gainesville, Emma Witman; Hard News Writing: Division C: 1st Place, The Moultrie Observer, 
Alan Mauldin; Hard News Writing: Division C: 2nd Place, The Union-Recorder, Milledgeville, Kyle Collins; Hard 
News Writing: Division C: 3rd Place, The Cherokee Tribune, Canton, Joshua Sharpe; Hard News Writing: Division 
D: 1st Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe, Robbie Schwartz; Hard News Writing: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry 
Daily Herald, McDonough, Kelsey Cochran; Hard News Writing: Division D: 3rd Place, The Northeast Georgian, 
Cornelia, Christina Santee; Hard News Writing: Division E: 1st Place, The Hartwell Sun, Lauren Peeples; Hard 
News Writing: Division E: 2nd Place, The Cairo Messenger, ; Hard News Writing: Division E: 3rd Place, The Jones 
County News, Gray, Debbie Lurie-Smith; Hard News Writing: Division F: 1st Place, The Blackshear Times, Wayne 
Hardy; Hard News Writing: Division F: 2nd Place, The Blackshear Times, Jason Deal; Hard News Writing: 
Division F: 3rd Place, Jefferson Reporter/News & Farmer, Louisville, Parish Howard; Hard News Writing: Division 
G: 1st Place, The Champion, Decatur, Andrew Cauthen; Hard News Writing: Division G: 2nd Place, The Wilkinson 
County Post, Irwinton, Judy Bailey; Hard News Writing: Division G: 3rd Place, The Catoosa County News, 
Ringgold; Hard News Writing: Division H: 1st Place, The Lanier County Advocate, Lakeland, Ashley George; Hard 
News Writing: Division H: 2nd Place, Columbia County News-Times, Evans, Valerie Rowell; Hard News Writing: 
Division H: 3rd Place, The Paper, Hoschton, Katie Justice;  
 
Investigative Reporting: Division A: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News, Mary Landers and Lesley Conn; 
Investigative Reporting: Division A: 2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Mike Stucka and Andrea Castillo; 
Investigative Reporting: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Susan McCord and Sandy Hodson; 
Investigative Reporting: Division B: 1st Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Nick Coltrain; Investigative Reporting: 
Division B: 2nd Place, The Valdosta Daily Times; Investigative Reporting: Division B: 3rd Place, The Albany 
Herald, Terry Lewis; Investigative Reporting: Division D: 1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Ron 
Daniel; Investigative Reporting: Division D: 2nd Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Kelsey Cochran; 
Investigative Reporting: Division D: 3rd Place, The Covington News, Gabriel Khouli; Investigative Reporting: 
Division E: 1st Place, The Eatonton Messenger, Karen Bridgeman; Investigative Reporting: Division E: 2nd Place, 
The Eatonton Messenger, Karen Bridgeman; Investigative Reporting: Division E: 3rd Place, Monroe County 
Reporter, Forsyth, Will Davis; Investigative Reporting: Division G: 1st Place, The Journal, Buena Vista, Richard 
Harris; Investigative Reporting: Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow Journal, Winder, Susan Norman; Investigative 
Reporting: Division G: 3rd Place, The Clinch County News, Homerville, Len Robbins;  
 
Sports Writing: Division A: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Wayne Staats; Sports Writing: Division A: 2nd 
Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Seth Emerson; Sports Writing: Division A: 3rd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Chris 
Gay; Sports Writing: Division B: 1st Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Rachel G. Bowers; Sports Writing: Division B: 
2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Marc Weiszer; Sports Writing: Division B: 3rd Place, Marietta Daily Journal, 



John Bednarowski; Sports Writing: Division C: 1st Place, Statesboro Herald, Matt Yogus; Sports Writing: Division 
C: 2nd Place, Times-Georgian, Carrollton, Corey Cusick; Sports Writing: Division C: 3rd Place, The Cherokee 
Tribune, Canton, Emily Horos; Sports Writing: Division D: 1st Place, Henry Daily Herald, McDonough, Gabriel 
Stovall; Sports Writing: Division D: 2nd Place, The Covington News, Matt Smith; Sports Writing: Division D: 3rd 
Place, The Walton Tribune, Monroe, David Johnson; Sports Writing: Division E: 1st Place, Monroe County 
Reporter, Forsyth, Richard Dumas; Sports Writing: Division E: 2nd Place, The Clayton Tribune, Trevor Metcalfe; 
Sports Writing: Division E: 3rd Place, The Jones County News, Gray, Chuck Thompson; Sports Writing: Division 
G: 1st Place, Walker County Messenger, Lafayette, Scott Herpst; Sports Writing: Division G: 2nd Place, Barrow 
Journal, Winder, Chris Bridges; Sports Writing: Division G: 3rd Place, The Madison County Journal, Danielsville, 
Zach Mitcham; Sports Writing: Division H: 1st Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, Brandon Michea; Sports 
Writing: Division H: 2nd Place, Smoke Signals, Big Canoe, John Mansfield; Sports Writing: Division H: 3rd Place, 
Rockdale News, Conyers, Matt Smith;  
 
Information Graphics: Division DAILY: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News, Heather Henley and Phillip Ameling; 
Information Graphics: Division DAILY: 2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Kristen Morales; Information Graphics: 
Division DAILY: 3rd Place, The Times, Gainesville, R. Keith Hatchell; Information Graphics: Division WEEKLY: 
1st Place, Douglas County Sentinel, Douglasville, Mitch Sneed; Information Graphics: Division WEEKLY: 2nd 
Place, The Post-Searchlight, Bainbridge, Staff; Information Graphics: Division WEEKLY: 3rd Place, The Jones 
County News, Gray, Josh Lurie;  
 
Emerging Journalist Award: Division DAILY: Corey Dickstein, Savannah Morning News; Emerging Journalist 
Award: Division WEEKLY: Gabriel Khouli, The Covington News;  
 
Editorial Cartoonist: Division DAILY: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Rick McKee; Editorial Cartoonist: 
Division DAILY: 2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Rick McKee; Editorial Cartoonist: Division DAILY: 3rd 
Place, Savannah Morning News, Mark Streeter; Editorial Cartoonist: Division WEEKLY: 1st Place, The Champion, 
Decatur, Fitzroy James; Editorial Cartoonist: Division WEEKLY: 2nd Place, Cherokee Ledger-News, Woodstock, 
Mario Luque; Editorial Cartoonist: Division WEEKLY: 3rd Place, Sylvania Telephone, Robert Lee Davis;  
 
Newspaper Website: Division DAILY: 1st Place, The Telegraph, Macon; Newspaper Website: Division DAILY: 
2nd Place, The Augusta Chronicle; Newspaper Website: Division DAILY: 3rd Place, The Times, Gainesville; 
Newspaper Website: Division WEEKLY: 1st Place, The Coastal Courier, Hinesville; Newspaper Website: Division 
WEEKLY: 2nd Place, The Champion, Decatur; Newspaper Website: Division WEEKLY: 3rd Place, Columbia 
County News-Times, Evans;  
 
Best Online News Project: Division DAILY: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News, Staff; Best Online News Project: 
Division DAILY: 2nd Place, The Telegraph, Macon, Staff; Best Online News Project: Division DAILY: 3rd Place, 
Athens Banner-Herald, Staff;  
 
Best Web Photo: Division DAILY: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Jon Michael Sullivan; Best Web Photo: 
Division DAILY: 2nd Place, The Times, Gainesville, Scott Rogers; Best Web Photo: Division DAILY: 3rd Place, 
The Champion, Decatur, Donna Turner;  
 
Best Photo Gallery on a Newspaper Web site: Division DAILY: 1st Place, The Augusta Chronicle, Sara Caldwell; 
Best Photo Gallery on a Newspaper Web site: Division DAILY: 2nd Place, Athens Banner-Herald, Karah-Leigh 
Hancock and A.J. Reynolds; Best Photo Gallery on a Newspaper Web site: Division DAILY: 3rd Place, Marietta 
Daily Journal, Kelly J. Huff;  
 
Magazine Product: Division DAILY: 1st Place, Savannah Morning News, Savannah Magazine; Magazine Product: 
Division DAILY: 2nd Place, The Union-Recorder, Milledgeville, Milledgeville Scene; Magazine Product: Division 
DAILY: 3rd Place, The Brunswick News, Golden Isles; Magazine Product: Division WEEKLY: 1st Place, The 
Coastal Courier, Hinesville, Liberty Life; Magazine Product: Division WEEKLY: 2nd Place, Morgan County 
Citizen, Madison, Lake Oconee Living; Magazine Product: Division WEEKLY: 3rd Place, Douglas County 
Sentinel, Douglasville, West Georgia Living. 
 
For more information, please contact Jennifer Farmer at 770-454-6776 or jfarmer@gapress.org. 
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