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INDEX

Access - Sunshine Laws
 Abortion law enforcement action- anonymity protection for female. § 31-9A-7
 Abortion report numbers, duty to conceal identities of women. § 31-9A-6
 Abortion repors by Physicians. § 31-9B-3(c)
 Abuse in long term healthcare facilities - anonymity protection for all parties involved. § 31-8-86
 Access to candidates’ or law enforcement officer’s employment records. § 35-8-15 (a), (b)
 Access to records and proceedings of child abuser registry.  § 49-15-184(d),(e).
 Access to information regarding investment dealers. § 10-5-3 (o)
 Access to information regarding paroled felons. § 42-9-20.1
 Access to Records of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services.  § 50-5A-11
 Administrative Proceedings. § 50-18-70 
 Adoptions. § 19-8-23
 Adult abuse records.  § 30-5-7
 Agreement for probation services - release of records. § 42-8-106(a)
 Agricultural or food systems records closed. § 50-18-72(a)(10.2)(10.3)
 AIDS information - juveniles. § 15-11-35.1(e)
 AIDS information. § 24-9-40-1; § 24-9-47
 Annexation reports. § 36-36-3
 Annexation reports. § 36-36-3
 Archival Records. § 50-18-72 (9)
 Assisted electors records open. § 21-2-409 (c)
 Audio visual recording of criminal case deposition- available to the public only after submitted in evidence at  
  trial. § 24-10-37
 Audit Department Website.   § §48-8-141, 50-6-32
 Automobile registrations. § 40-2-130(a)
 Availability of school council minutes.  § 20-2-86(l) 
 Availability of voter’s certificates.  § 21-2-411
 Bank regulatory reports.  § 7-1-625(c)
 Bird disease data.  § 4-10-7.3 (a-b)
 Bond financing allocation meeting. § 36-82-1(d)
 Budget and Audit Disclosure Website.  §36-80-21
 Budget and grant data bank. § 50-6-32
 Business Taxation records. § 48-2-15 (a), (c)
 Cable service public hearings and records; cable provider records.  § 36-89-3.4.7
 Campus police records accessible. § 20-8-7
 Carnival ride variances. § 34-13-15
 Charter School Termination: Public Meeting § 20-2-2068 (1) (A)
 Child abuse records - closed. § 49-5-40
 Child abuse and deprivation records. § 49-5-41
 Child abuse records - penalty for violation. § 49-5-44
 Child abuse registry closed. § 49-5-186
 Child abuse protocol committee meetings. §19-15-3(o), 5
 Child abuse protocol committee records. § 19-15-6
 Child abuse review committee: annual report. §19-15-3(o)
 Child Advocate records restricted. § 15-11-174
 Child care council - public hearing § 20-1A-64(a)(6)
 Child fatality review panel. §19-1-5, 6
 Child Support Commission- open meetings. § 19-6-52
 Child support information.  § 19-11-30(a)(1)
 City-County service delivery strategies-Public record of unsuccessful dispute resolution.  § 36-70-25.1(c)
 Claims adjuster reports.  § 36-92-4 (c)
 Clinical records relating to alcohol or drug abuse. § 37-7-166
 Clinical records relating to mental illness.  § 37-3-166
 Clinical records relating to mental retardation.  § 37-4-125
 Computer programs. § 50-18-72 (f)
 Condemnation of seized property used in hunting deer at night. § 27-3-48 (c)
 Confidentiality of bid proposals to Agriculture Commissioner.  § 2-18-3(a)(2)     
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 Confidentiality of domestic violence registry.  § 19-13-55
 Confidentiality of records and reports of child abuse.  § 15-11-10(d)
 Confidentiality of health care trade secrets- rural providers.  § 33-20B-5
 Confidentiality of public school attendance records.  § 20-2-697(a)
 Constitutional amendments, names of candidates-public notice via website, tapes or discs. § 21-2-4 (d)
 Contribution records to cancer research fund.  § 31-12-14(d)
 Conviction data of World Congress Center Employees. § 10-9-9 (e)
 Conviction data of Mortgage License applicant. § 7-1-1004(e)
 Conviction data on licensed sellers of checks or money orders.  § 7-1-682(c)
 Conviction data regarding insurance agents  § 33-23-5.1(b)
 Court records relating to treatment for mental illness. § 37-3-167(d)
 Courts-Advocate access to child abuse reports or records. § 15-11-174(2)
 Copying costs - Open Records.  § 50-18-71(g); § 50-18-71.2
 Crime Information Center. § 35-3-34, 37, 38
 Crime Information Center records.  § 35-3-34
 Crime scene photographs.  § 45-16-27
 Criminal investigations/prosecution records closed.  § 50-18-72(a)(4)
 Criminal History Records.  § 35-3-37
 Criminal history records of financial license applicants. § 7-1-1004 (g)
 Criminal records disclosure by government employee - dismissal and felony charge. § 16-11-172 (c)
 Cruelty to animals-Custody hearing.  § 4-11-9.5(b)(2)
 Dairy Compact information not subject to disclosure. § 2-18-1; 15 & 19
 Delinquency hearings closed.  § 15-11-82(b)
 Dentistry Board - minutes of meetings.  § 43-11-12
 Department of audits work papers and vulnerability  assessments.  § 50-6-9
 Department of human resources - information obtained.  § 37-1-53 
 DHR records on delinquents. § 49-5-10(d)
 Disabled/Elder Persons Records of Abuse.  § 30-5-7
 Disclosure by Dept. of Banking of violation by or imposition of fine/penalty upon financial institution;   
   examination/investigation information of financial  institutions general confidential, exceptions.
              § 7-1-1009(c)(3),(4),(f)
 Disclosure of Mental Evaluation of Law Enforcement Officer. § 31-33-7 (c)
 Diseases or conditions caused by bioterrism.  § 31-12-2 (a)
 DRE voting systems- public inspection. § 21-2-379.6 (c)
 Driver’s license reports - confidentiality. § 40-5-59 (d)
 Driving record abstract - confidentiality. § 40-5-2 (4)
 Drug test of State employees. § 45-20-111(b)
 Education-Confidentiality of performance evaluations. § 20-2-210(a)
 Education-Open meetings for Georgia High School Athletic Association.  § 20-2-315(b)(2)
 Education Institutions - Research. § 50-18-72
 Elections Managers Apppointments.  § 21-2-90
 Election records- availability and excepted confidential information. § 21-2-225 (b)
 Election records- availability for public inspection. § 21-2-72, 21-2-73
 Election Returns. § 21-2-496 and 497
 Election tabulating center access. § 21-2-483 (b)
 Electronic voting machines: public testing. § 21-2-379.6 (c)
 Electronic voting machines and sample ballots. § 21-2-379.8
 Emergency responder mapping information. §38-3-142(f)
 Employees’ Retirement System Records. § 47-20-87 (f),(g)
 Employer tax credits disclosure and restrictions. § 48-7-29.10 (f)
 Exam reports of out-of-state banks confidential.  § 7-1-628.5(b)(1)
 Examination and investigation records by Department of Banking.  §7-1-684(f)
 Examination and investigation results. §7-1-704(b), (g)
 Examining board records. § 43-1-2
 Expungement of records pertaining to investigations of educators. § 20-2-795.1
 Fair BusinessPractice Act Identity of Complainants.  § 10-1-393(d)
 Fair BusinessPractice Act Hearings and Investigation  § 10-1-404(d)
 Family educational and privacy rights. § 20 U.S.C.A. § 1232g(b)
 Family Violence Reports of Law Enforcement Officers. § 17-4-20.1 (d)
 Federal Freedom of Information Act.  5 U.S.C. § 552
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 Federal Individual Privacy Act.  5 U.S.C. § 552a
 Federal Open Meetings Act.  29 U.S.C. § 552b
 Fees for accident reports.  § 40-9-30
 Georgia Airport Development Authority Disclosure. § 6-4-5
 Georgia Crime Information Center-Records dissemination. § 35-3-35(a)
 Georgia Death Investigation Act (Coroners). § 45-16-27, 34
 Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation- make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-268
 Georgia Land Conservation Trust Fund- public access to annual report. § 36-22-4 (a.1)
 Georgia Real Estate Commission investigation records restricted. § 43-40-27 (d)
 Georgia Regional Transportation Authority meetings.  § 50-32-4(f),(g)
 Georgia Student Finance Authority- make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-320
 Georgia Student Finance Commission: make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-239
 Georgia Student Finance Commission: meetings open to public. § 20-3-234(e)
 Georgia Technology Authority public inspection of bids and proposals.  § 50-25-7.3(c)
 Georgia Technology Authority public inspection of bids and proposals.  § 50-25-7.3(c)
 Harbor Pilot Commission - Records Open. § 52-6-10
 Hazardous chemicals. § 45-22-9
 Hazardous waste; confidentiality of certain records. § 12-8-78 (b)
 Hazardous waste; copies of progress report.  § 12-8-65.2
 Hazardous waste; records, reports and information. § 12-8-78 (a)
 Health planning agency report.  § 33-20A-39(e)
 Herty Foundation (pulp research) annual report - availability. § 12-6-134 (d) 
 Highway project proposal- public notice. § 32-2-79 (e)
 Highway project proposal- public notice that department will receive public comment. § 32-2-79 (k) (1)
 Historic site records.  § 50-18-72(a)(10)
 Hospital Authorities—records. § 31-7-75.2; § 50-18-72 (c)
 Hospital Authority networks; records.  § 31-7-75(27)
 Hospital - disciplinary records of health professionals.  § 31-7-8
 Hospital - morbidity and mortality reduction effort records. § 31-7-15(d)
 Income Tax Return Information. § 48-7-60 (a)
 Identity fraud complaints. § 16-9-123
 Identify fraud confidentiality  information.  § 16-9-123
 Identity of juveniles kept confidential. § 15-11-60 (g)   
 Identity of public employee who files complaint of departmental fraud- protected from disclosure. § 45-1-4 (c)                   
 Inmates with communicable diseases. § 42-1-7 (c)
 Information technology and distribution-Records. § 40-5-2(d)(1)
 Infrastructure development districts - public hearings. § 36-93-3
 Infrastructure development district financing - access. § 36-93-7
 Infrastructure development district financing - access. § 36-93-23
 Insurance information on dependent child. § 19-11-30
 Insurance; access to certain reports. § 33-2-14 (d)
 Insurance Commissioner investigations. § 33-2-14 (a), (d), (g), & (i)
 Insurance company information. § 33-9-20 (b)
 Insurance-Disclosure of family violence information. § 33-6-4(v)
 Insurance rate investigation. § 33-1-16
 Interstate commission on adult offender supervision. § 42-9-21 (Article VII)
 Inventory of State’s moveable personal property- availability. § 50-16-160 (c)
 401K/ investment options information of public officers-confidential. § 45-18-36 (b)
 Investigation of licensees. § 43-34-8(d)(e)
 Investigation or physician—records. § 43-34-37 (d) (e)
 Job Creation Credits. § 48-7-31.1 (b-c)
 Joint Legislative Ethics committee- duty to designate where the public may file papers/correspond with the 
  committee. § 45-10-93 (c)
 Joint Secretary of examining board; disclosure of information.  § 43-1-21.
 Jurisdiction to enforce inspection of public records. § 50-18-73
 Juvenile abuse records.  §15-11-66(d)
 Juvenile court files and records.  § 15-11-79(b) 
 Juvenile Court records. § 15-11-58; § 15-11-79 (b)
 Juvenile court records of sexual offense.  § 15-11-79.2(e)
 Juvenile hearing access.  § 15-11-78
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 Juvenile hearings.  § 15-11-28(c)(c.1)
 Juvenile hearings-HIV tests.  § 15-11-66.1(e)
 Juvenile hearings- motion to quash subpoena.  § 15-11-174(b)(2)
 Juvenile law enforcement records.  § 15-11-82
 Juvenile proceedings records.  § 15-11-61(d)
 Juvenile proceedings-Notice of termination of rights of biological father.  § 15-11-96(f)
 Juvenile proceedings-Notice to victims. § 49-4A-8(e.1)
 Juvenile records § 49-5-41 (a), (e)
 Land Banks. § 48-4-111(a)
 Law enforcement agency records. § 35-1-9
 Legal organ newspapers preservation.  § 15-9-43
 Legislative information via Internet.  § 50-25-14
 Licensed medical permit holders and application information. § 43-34-7
 Local government audits. § 36-81-7 (e), (f)
 Local government code enforcement boards-proceedings open to public.  § 36-74-7(a)
 Local government code enforcement boards-public records.  § 36-74-7(d)
 MARTA Trans Card or Smart Card data restricted. § 50-18-72 (20)
 Medical examiner and coroner documents and autopsy photographs confidential. § 45-16-27 (c)
 Medical peer review proceedings.  § 31-7-133
 Medical records of health licensees. § 43-34-8(a)(13)(C)
 Medical research data-confidentiality.  §  24-9-40.2(a-f) 
 Meetings of Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District § 12-5-576
 Mental disability regional planning board.  § 37-2-9.1
 Mental health complainant or service recipient. § 37-2-38
 Mental health ombudsman: identity of complainant. § 37-2-38
 Mental health ombudsman reports.  § 37-2-33 (6)
 Mental health ombudsman reports. § 37-2-35(6)
 Mental health peer review records. § 37-2-45(d)
 Mental health records. § 37-2-11.2, 37-4-125
 Mental health service provider under investigation by State Ombudsman.  § 37-2-36 (c)
 Mental health trade secrets.  § 37-1-53
 Military service records. § 15-6-72
 Millage rate:  public hearing and publication. § 48-5-32.1
 Mortgage lender and broker investigation records. § 7-1-1004(f). 
 Motor vehicle records. § 40-3-23 (d), (e), 40-5-2 (j), 50-18-72(a)(4.1)
 Natural gas marketer charges. § 46-4-160 (g)
 Natural habital records.  § 50-18-72(a)(1)
 Non-profit hospitals and hospital authories: Commercial documents.  § 31-7-75.2
 Non-profit Organizations, State Auditor’s comment. § 50-8-35 (6)(7)
 Notice of and access to polling equipment tests.  § 21-3-274 (c)
 Notice of Meetings in counties where legal organ published less than four times weekly. § 50-14-1 (d)
 Nursing home/intermediate care home reports. § 31-7-2.1(b)
 Occupation Tax Information Confidential. § 48-13-15
 Official list of state highway system open for public inspection.  §  32-4-2(a)
 Open Meetings. §  50-14-1 through § 50-14-6
 Open Meetings - teleconferences. § 50-1-5.
 Open Records. § 50-18-70 through 50-18-77
 Open Records - copying costs.  § 50-18-71(g)
 Open Records exemption.  § 50-18-72
 Optical Scanning Tabulators- public inspection. § 21-2-374(b)
 Organ donor identity. § 44-5-158(c)
 Pardons and Paroles Records. § 42-9-53
 Paroled registered sexually violent predators- public posting, availability to schools. § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B)
 Patient medication records kept confidential. § 26-4-80(d)
 Peer review group members.  § 31-7-130
 Penal institutions- sheriff’s department record of prisoners-inspection.  § 42-4-7(a)
 Personal information in motor vehicle records restricted.  18 U.S.C. § 2721
 Personal information of public employees- access denied. § 50-18-72 (a) (13.1)
 Personal records containing social security numbers and/or birthdates; disclosure to the news media. § 50-18- 
 72(a)(11.3)(A)
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 Photographs and televising of court proceedings.  § 15-1-10.1.
 Pollution Trade Secrets. § 12-9-19
 Posting of election returns. § 21-2-483 (h)
 Power alley development authority.  § 12-3-705
 Principal evaluations confidential.  § 20-2-210(e)
 Prison access—news media. § 125-1-2 (D.H.R. Regulations)
 Private holdings/interests of Public officials - duty to disclose. § 21-5-2
 Private probation services contract records open. § 42-8-103 (b)
 Privileged communications. § 43-39-16
 Probation supervision records restricted. § 42-8-106 (a) & (b)
 Procedures and fees not applicable.  § 50-18-77
 Professional Licensing Board records and hearings restricted. § 43-1-19 (h) (2)-(5)
 Professional licensing boards-documentary evidence shall not be disclosed to the public.  § 43-1-19(h)(3)
 Proposals submitted for government contracts- pre-contract discussions confidential. § 36-91-21 (2)
 Provisional Ballot Use- available only to the elector who cast the ballot. § 21-2-418 (e)
 Public bidding and advertisements.  § 36-91-21(a)-(c)
 Public employee compensation data bank. § 50-6-27
 Public hearing to ammend state building, plumbing, and electrical codes § 8-2-23(a)(1)
 Public hearings concerning eminent domain for purposes of constructing or expanding an electrical transmission  
 line - notice § 22-3-160(a),(b),(b1),(c)
 Public information services and materials; user fees. § 45-13-28
 Public officers- required annual public financial disclosure. § 21-5-50 (a) (2)
 Public notice required before approval of acquisition, merger or consolidation granted.  § 7-1-606(d)
 Public Records-- Disclosure not required. § 50-18-72
 Public Safety driving records.  § 40-5-2(b)
 Public works construction contracts.  § 36-91-20
 Publication of financial reports.  § 20-2-67.
 Qualifying period for declaration of candidacy in partisan-public notice.§ 21-2-132 (d) (3)
 Railroad grade separation structures contracts. § 32-6-202 (3)
 Real estate appraiser-application confidential.  § 43-39A-22.1(b)
 Real estate appraiser-confidentiality of applications. § 43-39A-7(b)
 Real estate appraisers investigation records restricted. § 43-39A-22 (d)
 Real estate brokers and salespersons-personal information on application confidential.  § 43-40-7(b)
 Real estate misconduct investigations.  § 43-40-27(d),(f)
 Records-Alarm system exemptions.  § 50-18-72(11.2)
 Records- Exceptions for trade secrets, higher education  research materials, testing materials, but not athletic  
    associations.  § 50-18-72(b)
 Record of administrative hearing open to public. § 49-4-153(b)(1)
 Records of the Department of Banking and FInance kept confidential. § 7-1-70
 Records relating to carpooling/ridesharing. § 50-18-72(a)(14)
 Record retention requirements. § 50-18-98 et seq.
 Regional Development Centers - Report of State  Auditor.  § 50-8-39(d)
 Regional Development Centers - conflicts of interest. § 50-8-63
 Registry of sexual offenders.  § 42-1-12(i)
 Release of juvenile court records. § 15-11-60 (f)
 Relocation of public records.  § 15-6-86
 Safety regulations for motor vehicles.  § 46-7-26(b)
 School evaluation reports.  § 20-2-282(a)(3)
 Sheriff inmate record. § 42-4-7 (a)
 Sheriff’s register of sexual offenders.  § 42-9-44.1
 School council meetings.  § 20-2-86 (f)
 School discipline hearing. § 20-2-757 (a) (b)
 School superintendent evaluation. § 20-2-210
 Sexual offender registry.  § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B)
 Social security numbers display prohibited. § 10-1-393.8 (a) & (b)
 Solicited offers for government contracts- confidential negotiations. § 50-5-67 (a)(6)
 Southwest Georgia Railroad Excursion Authority-Open meetings.  § 46-9-324(f)
 State archives access. § 45-13-50
 State archives documents. § 45-1-46
 State auditor work papers- no public inspection prior to auditor’s report. § 50-6-9

Page 6



 State board of education member—public hearing. § 20-2-5.1 (b)
 State contracts and bids. § 50-5-67(d)
 State employee drug tests. § 45-20-91
 State employee payroll records. § 45-18-36
 State employee suggestions.  § 50-31-4(b), (d)
 State Firefighter Pension Fund.  § 47-7-127
 State Government Transparency Website.  § 50-6-32
 State ombudsman-Identity of complaint confidential. §37-2-38
 State public documents to Georgia libraries. § 20-5-2
 Statewide probation records. § 42-8-40
 Tax  Assessor Records. § 48-5-314
 Tax information research. § 48-2-15 (e) 
 Telephone records of Georgia residents restricted. § 46-5-211
 Telephone records restricted and crime to disclose. § 46-5-202 (a) 
 Terminated government employee records- duty to purge. § 45-1-5
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”;  definition § 2-18-2(2)
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement; public availability.  § 10-13-4
 Transaction of mortgage business without a license- Availability of information regarding revoked licenses.
   § 7-1-1002(b) 
 Transportation Projects Website.  §48-8-250
 Unemployment insurance records.  §34-8-121(a), (b)(3)
 Utilities: requirement of public meeting prior to exercise  of eminent domain. § 22-3-160.1 (a-b)
 Vaccination registry records confidential.  § 31-12-3.1(e).
 Victim identity. § 42-1-11(e)
 Vital Records. § 31-10-25, 50-18-76
 Voter registration applications.  § 21-2-225(a)
 Voting Machines-public inspection. § 21-2-330 (a)
 Waste disposal secrets. § 12-8-29.2
 Wiretaps - closed. § 16-11-64 (b) (5), (8)
 Workers Compensation - Board Record of Injuries and settlements.  § 34-9-12 (b)
 Worker’s Compensation - Board forms and annual reports.  § 34-9-61
 Worker Compensation - Board records of certification  closed.  § 34-9-208(f)
 Workers Compensation - Drug test results. § 34-9-420 (b)
 Workers Comp. Guaranty Trust Fund. § 34-9-388 (c)
 Write-In candidates-public notice of candidacy. § 21-2-133 (a)
 Zoning review citizen panels. § 36-36-11 (c)(4)

Advertising
 Abandonment of County Road.  § 32-7-2(b)(1)
 Abandoned motor vehicles.  § 40-11-2(g)
 Advertisement of judicial sales. § 9-13-140 (a)
 Advertisment of loans and mortgage brokers  § 7-1-1016(1)(A)
 Advertising for competitive sealed bidding for government contracts. § 50-5-67
 Annual audit: Notice of non-compliance. § 50-8-35(f)(7)
 Banking advertisements permitted.  § 7-1-243(c)(2)
 Child abuse review committee: annual report. §19-15-3(o)
 Die, form or pattern molder’s intent to sell unclaimed item.  § 44-12-321(b)
 Driver Improvement, DUI Alcohol, or Drug Use Risk Reduction Program Advertising- permitted. § 40-5-81 (c)
 Fair Business Practices Act/Home Health Agencies  and Services.  § 10-1-393(30).
 Foreclosure sales. § 44-14-162(a)
 GEMA barred from ads. § 38-3-142, 35-3-142
 Land Bank Receipt of Tax Execution.  § 48-4-112(c)(1)(B)
 Life-Insurance Ads- regulations. § 33-59-10 (d-p)
 Limousine service advertisement requirement.  § 46-7-85.18
 Disposal of County Property.   § 36-9-3(g)(3)(B)
 Disposal of Municipal Property.   § 36-37-6(h)(3)
 Massage Therapy Ads Regulation. § 43-24A-15(a-b)
 Mattie’s Call list. § 35-3-175
 Mortgage loans advertising.  § 7-1-1016
 Non-liability for subdivision advertisements.  § 44-3-8(f)
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 Non-liability of time share advertisements.  § 44-3-185(b)
 Notary public advertising. § 45-17-8.2 (b)
 Ordinance codification. § 36-80-19
 Phone Number Listing - Misleading.   § 10-1-393(b)(4)
 Power alley development authority.  § 12-3-705
 Probate court- service through publication. § 53-11-4 (b) 
 Property Advertisement shall list Georgia broker.  § 43-40-9(e)(1)(E) 
 Publication of Election Date. § 21-2-9(c)
 Publication of notice of highway condemnation location.  § 32-3-5 (c)
 Public notice of government contracts requiring professional services. § 50-22-3
 Regional commission failure to conduct audit. § 50-8-38(c)
 Schools flexibility program: hearing and public notice. §20-2-80(b)
 Seized Tobacco Products - advertising sale of at auction § 48-11-9 (c)
 Social security numbers display prohibited. § 10-1-393.8 (a) & (b)
 SPLOST Annual Report. § 48-8-112
 State contracts and bids. § 50-5-67(d)
 Teacher Furlough Hearing.  § 20-2-212.6
 Use of nomenclature, symbols of state police. § 35-2-82-84,102-104
 Use of police and fire department names or symbols. § 25-13-4,5,6
 Warehouse Lien Publication.  § 11-7-210
 Wire tapping devices prohibited.  18 U.S.C. § 2512

Agriculture
 Agricultural or food systems records closed. § 50-18-72(a)(10.2)(10.3) 
 Bird disease data.  § 4-10-7.3 (a-b)
 Confidentiality of bid proposals to Agriculture  Commissioner.  § 2-18-3(a)(2)
 Dairy Compact information not subject to disclosure. § 2-18-1 § 15 & 19.
 Notification of market agents concerning marketing orders for beef § 2-8-100(c)(1),(2)
 Public hearings concerning marketing orders with respect to beef - notice § 2-8-100(b)(1),(2)
 Publication of notice for breach of agricultural product dealer bond. § 2-9-6 (a)
 Publication of notice for breach of grain dealer bond. § 2-9-35 (a)
 Publication of notice of hearing on amendments to marketing orders. § 2-8-13 (a) (2)
 Suit for product disparagement. §2-16-2,3
 Sale of impounded livestock. § 4-3-5 (a) (b)
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”; disclosure. § 2-18-2(2)
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”; public availability.  § 10-13-4

Alcoholic Beverages
 Advertisement and notice of intent to introduce local legislation.  § 28-1-14 (a). (c)
 Advertisement prior to local referendum. § 3-3-7; 3-4-41 (c); 3-4-90 (b) (3) (B); 3-7-41 (a);      
     3-4-92(b)(1)(A)
 Condemnation of contraband. § 3-10-11 (b) (2), (c)
 Price advertising barred on premise.  §3-4-26;  3-6-25.1
 Retail license—notice. § 3-4-27 (a)
 Rule making authority of Revenue Commissioner. § 3-2-15

Business and Commerce
 Access to information regarding investment dealers. § 10-5-3 (o)
 Accountant examination. § 43-3-14 (b)
 Advertising for competitive sealed bidding for government contracts. § 50-5-67
 Advertising for unauthorized insurance companies.  §. 33-5-2; 46-2-94
 Amendment of charter. § 33-14-8 (c)
 Bank merger or consolidation notice. § 7-1-532
 Banking advertisements permitted.  § 7-1-243(c)(2)
            Bulk sales. § 11-6-106
 Cable service public hearings and records; cable provider records.  § 36-89-3,4,7
 Conviction data of Mortgage License applicant.  § 7-1-1004(e)
 Conviction data on licensed sellers of checks or money orders.  § 7-1-682(c)
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 Conviction data on check cashier applicants. § 7-1-702(c)
 Conviction data regarding insurance agents  § 33-23-5.1(b)
 Copy and trademark infringement crimes.  § 10-1-454.
 Criminal history records of financial license applicants. § 7-1-1004 (g)
 Deceptive insurance practices. § 33-6-4
 Dentistry Advertisements. § 43-11-18
 Dentistry Board - minutes of meetings.  § 43-11-12
 Die, form or pattern molder’s intent to sell unclaimed item.  § 44-12-321(b)
 DUI alcohol or drug use risk reduction program; solicitation and advertisement. § 40-5-81 (c)
 Disclosure by Dept. of Banking of violation by or  imposition of fine/penalty upon financial institution   
   allowed; examination/investigation information of  financial institutions generally confidential, exceptions.  
   § 7-1-1009(c)(3),(4),(f)
 Examining board records. § 43-1-2
 Exam reports of out-of-state banks confidential.  § 7-1-628.5 (b)(1)
 Fair BusinessPractice Act Identity of Complainants.  § 10-1-393(d)
 Fair Business Practices Act/Home Health Agencies and Services.  § 10-1-393(30)
 Fair BusinessPractice Act Hearings and Investigation  § 10-1-404(d)
 Fair Business Practices—-”976” telephone advertisements. § 10-1-393- (21)
 Fair Housing. § 8-3-202
 False or misleading advertisements. §. 10-1-420; § 10-1-421; 10-1-427
 False or misleading advertisements - workers’  compensation.  § 34-9-31
 Fee for state accident reports.  § 40-9-30
 Fine art rights. §, 10-1-510
 Food advertisements: false representations. § 26-2-24 (2)
 Gas Company notice of application.  § 46-2-23.1(b)
 Gas storage reservoir. § 46-4-53 (b)
 Georgia Real Estate Commission investigation records restricted. § 43-40-27 (d)
 Georgia Technology Authority Notice for Proposals or Bids.  § 50-25-7.3(a)(2) 
 Government contracts-- public notice not required for predesign phase. § 50-22-7 (d)
 Herty Foundation (pulp research) annual report - availability. § 12-6-134 (d)
 Information broker and those possessing computerized personal information on their behalf - duty to disclose  
  breach of security. § 10-1-912 (a-b)
 Insurance adjuster advertisements. § 33-23-58 (c)
 Insurance charter application. §  33-14-5 (b)
 Insurance commissioner hearings. § 33-2-19
 Insurance Commissioner investigation records restricted. § 33-2-14 (a), (d), (g), & (i)
 Insurance company certificate of authority. § 33-3-16 (a)
 Insurance company insolvency. § 33-36-8
 Insurance company: insufficient deposit. § 33-12-14
 Insurance company liquidation. § 33-37-21 (a) (5)
 Insurance-Disclosure of family violence information. § 33-6-4(v)
 Insurance marketing and advertising. § 33-6-4
 Insurance; submission of advertisements to commissioner. § 33-43-8 (a) (b)
 Investment advisers. § 10-5-2
 Law enforcement advertising.  § 35-10-4
 Lien enforcement - common carrier. § 46-9-190 (b)
 Lien enforcement - self storage warehouse. § 10-4-213
 Limousine service advertisement requirement.  § 46-7-85.18
 Loan advertising.  § 7-1-1016
 Massage Therapy Ads Regulation. § 43-24A-15 (a-b)
 Mortgage loans advertising.  § 7-1-1016
 Natural gas marketer charges. § 46-4-160 (g)
 Non-licensed utility contractor advertising § 43-14-12.2(b)
 Odometer alterations - advertisements. § 40-8-5 (e)
 Optometry Advertisements. § 43-30-5.1
 Phone Number Listing - Misleading.   § 10-1-393(b)(4)
 Prepaid legal insurance advertising.  § 33-35-12
 Professional Licensing Board records and hearings restricted. § 43-1-19 (h) (2)-(5)
 Professional licensing boards-documentary evidence shall not be disclosed to the public.  § 43-1-19(h)(3)
 Public hearing to amend state building, plumbing, and electrical codes § 8-2-23(a)(1)
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 Pulice hearings concerning eminent domain for purposes of constructing or ecpanding an electrical transmission  
 line - notice § 22-3-160(a),(b),(b1),(c)
 Public notice required before approval of acquisition, merger or consolidation granted.  § 7-1-606(d)
 Public notice of government contracts requiring professional services. § 50-22-3 
 Public sales - commercial code. § 11-1-201 (31.1) (D)
 Public Service Commission on petition of motor carriers.  § 46-7-10.
 Publication of Notice of Seizure of Contractor Vehicles. § 43-14-12.1 (d) (2)
 Radio utility system license. § 46-6-6 (a)
 Real estate appraisers-applications confidential.§ 43-39A-22.1(b)
 Real estate appraisers investigation records restricted. § 43-39A-22 (d)
 Real estate brokers and salespersons-personal information on applicant confidential.  § 43-40-7(b)
 Records-exceptions for trade secrets, higher education research materials, testing materials, but not athletic  
   associations.  § 50-18-72(b)
 Self-Service Storage Facilities-Advertisement of public sales.  §10-4-213
 Small business advisory panel reports.  § 12-9-25 (d) (4)
 Social security numbers display prohibited. § 10-1-393.8 (a) & (b)
 Suicide Advertising.  § 16-5-5(b)
 Telemarketing. § 10-1-393.13
 Ticket Advertising; clear statement of service charge. § 10-1-310(c)
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”; definition. § 2-18-2(2)
 Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”’ public availability. § 10-13-4
 Trade name registration and publication.  § 10-1-490 (a)
 Trade secret defined and remedies. § 10-1761(4), and 762(a).
 Transaction of mortgage business without a license- Availability of information regarding revoked licenses.
   § 7-1-1002(b) 
 Trustee replacement - under deed or mortgage. § 53-13-5
 Warehouse Lien Publication.  § 11-7-210
 Warehouseman’s lien enforcement. § 11-7-210 (2) (f)
 Voter lists used for commercial purpose.  § 21-3-480; § 21-2-600

Civil Rights
 Advertising of discrimination in housing.  Prohibited. § 8-3-202

Copyrights
 Fine art rights and reproduction.  § 10-1-510.

Corporations and Partnerships
 Amendment of articles of corporation. § 14-2-194 (c); § 14-2-1006.1
 Annual audit: Notice of non-compliance. § 50-8-35(f)(7)
 Canal and navigation companies.  § 52-4-6; § 52-5-2
 Bank merger or consolidation notice. § 7-1-532
 Auction sale of shares of delinquent subscriber.  § 52-5-8
 Increase capital stock. § 52-5-10 (b)
 Electric Membership Corporation. § 46-2-322 (c)
 Amendment. § 46-3-363 (c)
 Dissolution. § 46-3-420 (2); § 46-3-423 (a)
 Fees for advertisements. § 46-3-503
 Merger. § 46-3-423 (a); § 46-3-382; 46-3-383
 Sale of assets. § 46-9-231
 Express companies. § 46-9-231
 Fee for publication of notice. § 14-2-373
 Notice of Incorporation. § 14-2-201.1
 Intent to dissolve corporation. § 14-2-1403.1
 Involuntary Dissolution. § 14-9-119 (a)
 Limited partnerships. § 14-9-119 (a)
 Merger of corporations. § 14-2-1105.1
 Merger—notice. § 14-3-173 
 Notice of merger or share exchange. § 14-2-1105.1
 Notice of meetings of Members. Limited Liability  Companies. § 14-11-311 (2)
 Notice to memeber of non-profit corporations by publication  § 14-3-141(b)
 Notice to shareholders by publication § 14-2-141(b)
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 Name change of corporation—notice. § 14-3-153 (b)
 Nonprofit corporation. § 14-3-132
 Amendment of articles. § 14-3-153 (b)
 Changing name. § 14-3-1005.1
 Dissolution. § 14-3-1404.1 (b), § 14-3-1408 (a), (b)
 Merger of consolidation. § 14-3-173 (c)
 Mergers. § 14-3-1104 (a) (5)
 Notice by publication - Limited Liability Companies  § 14-11-311(2)
 Notice of incorporation. § 14-3-132
 Notice of meetings. § 14-3-141 (b)
 Notice of meetings in “Emergencies.”   § 14-3-303- (b) (1)
 Payment of Dissolution Publication costs. § 14-3-142 (c), § 14-3-1433 (b)
 Revival. § 14-3-229 (c), (d)
 Transfer of assets. § 49-1-6 (c)
 Notice of intent to incorporate. § 14-2-201.1 (b)
 Notice of intent to dissolve. § 14-2-1403.1
 Notice of merger between nonprofit corporations § 14-3-1104.1 (b)
 Publication of notice of intent to file articles of incorporation for nonprofit corporations § 14-3-202.1
 Publication of Request for claims - Limited Liability Companies. § 14-11-608 (a) and (b); § 14-11-609
 Cessation as carrier. § 46-8-70 (9c)
 Dissolution. § 46-8-74
 Revived corporations. § 14-2-295 (c) , (d)
 Service upon Dissenting Members - Limited Liability Companies . § 14-11-1011 (c)
 Telephone cooperative corporations. § 46-5-71
 Change of principal office. § 46-5-86
 Consolidation. § 46-5-91
 Dissolution. § 46-5-91
 Merger. § 46-5-88

Courts and Judicial Notices
 Abortion law enforcement action- anonymity protection for female. § 31-9A-7
 Adoption. § 9-8-10
 Advertisement; publication of sales of land and other property. § 9-13-140 (a)
 Advertisment of Probate Judge Special Election.  § 15-9-11(a)
 Attachments. § 18-3-14 (a)
 Audio-visual recording of criminal case deposition- available to the public only after submitted in evidence at 
  trial. § 24-10-37
 Cancellation of term court. § 15-6-22 (c)
 Condemnation notice. § 22-2-25 (b) (2);  § 22-2-107 (d)
 Controlled Substances - Seizure of Property. § 16-13-49 (n)
 County Roads.  § 32-7-2(b)(1)
 Court proceedings to obtain AIDS information.  § 24-9-47 
 Egregious littering violators names published. § 16-7-53 (e)
 Equity cases: disposal of assets. § 23-2-97 (a)
 Garnishment service by publication. § 18-4-64 (a) (5) (A)
 Georgia Register publication. § 50-25-6 (b)
 Grand Jury reports.  § 15-12-71(3); § 15-12-80
 Grand jury appointment of officers. § 15-12-81
 Guardians and Wards - Service of person with unknown address or address outside of the state of Georgia -  
     notice § 29-9-5(b),(d) 
 Highways. § 22-2-109 (b)
 Judicial Emergency: appeal rights of adversely affected affected parties - notice § 38-3-64(b)(4)
 Judicial notices in general/sheriff sales. § 9-13-141
 Judicial sales.  § 9-13-161.1
 Judicial sales - change of location. § 9-13-16.1
 Litter violators names published. § 16-7-43 (c)
 Notice of discharge of representative.  § 53-7-50 (b)(1)
 Notice of opening on juvenile court.  § 15-11-18(d)(3)
 Notification of Judicial Emergency § 38-3-63(3)
 Official county organ. § 9-13-142
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 Petition for tax foreclosure.  § 48-4-78
 Photographs and televising of court proceedings.  § 15-1-10.1
 Publication of DUI offenders.  § 40-6-391(j)
 Publication of tax execution.  § 38-3-19
 Preservation of judicial advertisements. 
    § 15-6-74 (a), (b); § 15-9-43 (a) ; § 15-16-10 (a) (4)
 Probate court- service through publication.§ 53-11-4 (b) 
 Proof and establishment of lost record.  § 24-8-23 (b)
 Rates and fees. § 9-13-143; § 9-13-144; § 45-11-6; § 45-11-7
 Regional contracts by local governments.  § 36-73-2
 Relocation of public records.  § 15-6-86 
 Removal of court records.  § 15-1-10
 Sale of Weapons used in crime.  § 17-5-52
 Service of law suit summons-Publication.  § 9-11-4(f)(1)(c)
 Service of nonresident debtors. § 24-8-22
 Service of suits by publication. § 9-11-4 (e) (1) (C)
 Sex crime offender publication. § 16-5-110 (a)

Criminal Law
 Access to information regarding paroled felons. § 42-9-20.1
 Advocating overthrow of government. § 16-11-4
 Assault and Battery: Publication of second or subsequent conviction § 16-5-26(a),(b),(c)
 Audio-visual recording of criminal case deposition- available to the public only after submitted in evidence at 
     trial. § 24-10-37
 Campus police records accessible. § 20-8-7
 Child abuse and drug abuse records. § 49-5-40
 Commercial gambling. § 16-12-26
 Computer Crimes.  § 16-9-93(c)-(e)
 Condemnation of seized property used in violating wildlife laws. § 27-4-137
 Confidentiality of domestic violence registry.  § 19-13-55
 Confidentiality of records and reports of child abuse.  § 15-11-10(d)
 Confidentiality of records pertaining to abuse and disabled adults.  § 30-5-7
 Conviction data of Mortgage License applicant.  § 7-1-1004(e)
 Conviction data on licensed sellers of checks or money orders.  § 7-1-682(c)
 Conviction data on check cashier applicants. § 7-1-702(c)
 Courts-Advocate access to child abuse reports or records. § 15-11-174(2)
 Criminal records disclosure by government employee- dismissal and felony charge. § 16-11-172 (c)
 Crime information center. § 35-3-34, 37,38
 Crime information center records.  § 35-3-34
 Crime scene photographs.  § 47-16-27
 Crime victim notification. § 42-1-11(e)
 Criminal History Records.  § 35-3-37
 Deceptive commercial email-illegal. § 16-9-101
 Disposition of seized property - notice § 17-5-54(a)(1)
 Driver Improvement, DUI Alcohol, or Drug Use Risk Reduction Program Advertising- permitted. § 40-5-81(c)
 Driver’s license reports - confidentiality. § 40-5-59 (d)
 Driving record abstract - confidentiality. § 40-5-2 (4)
 Driving under the influence—publication of repeat offenders. § 40-6-391 (j)
 Driving under the influence—condemnation of vehicle.  § 40-6-391.2 (c)
 DUI alcohol or drug use risk reduction program; 
    solicitation and advertisement. § 40-5-81 (c)
 Egregious littering violators names published. § 16-7-53 (e)
 Fingerprinting and photographing of juveniles.  § 15-11-83 (a)
 First offender records. § 42-8-62,65
 Forfeiture of drug related contraband.  § 16-13-32(g)
 Gambling information. § 16-12-28
 Georgia Crime Information Center-records dissemination.  § 35-3-35(a)
 Identity fraud complaints. § 16-9-123
 Identify fraud confidentiality  information.  § 16-9-123
 Identity of Juveniles kept confidential. § 15-11-60 (g)
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 Interstate commission on adult offender supervision. § 42-9-21 (Article VII)
 Inventory of State’s moveable personal property- availability. § 50-5-67
 Juvenile defendants - publication of names and pictures. § 15-11-60(e)(f)
 Juvenile court records. § 15-11-58; § 15-11-79(b)
 Juvenile hearings.  § 5-11-28(c)(c.1)
 Juvenile hearings-motion to quash subpoena. § 15-11-174(b)(2)
 Juvenile law enforcement records.  § 15-11-82
 Juvenile offense records. § 15-11-58
 Juvenile proceeding records.  § 15-11-61(d)
 Juvenile proceedings-Notice to victims. § 49-4A-8(e.1)
 Juvenile records § 49-5-41 (a), (e)
 Legalized bingo, lotteries, and raffles.  Const. Art.1,  § 2, para.8 Lotteries. § 16-12-27
 Litter violators names published. § 16-7-43 (c)
 Littering. §16-7-58
 Making GCIC criminal history records available to public agencies. § 35-3-35
 Obscene materials. § 16-12-80
 Paroled registered sexually violent predators- public posting, availability to schools. § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B)
 Penal institutions-sheriff’s department record of prisoners inspection.  § 42-4-7(a)
 Polygraph results - disclosure.  29 U.S.C. § 2008
 Private probation services contract records open. § 42-8-103 (b)
 Probation supervision records restricted. § 42-8-106 (a) & (b)
 Publication of annual statistics by the Georgia Crime  Information Center. § 35-3-33
 Publication of identity of persons convicted of pandering.  § 16-6-13 (c)
 Publication of names and pictures of juvenile defendants: Penalty.  § 15-11-83(g)
 Publication of unlawful telecommunications device plans.   § 46-5-3(b)
 Rape victim identity. § 16-6-23
 Registry of sexual offenders.  § 42-1-12(i)
 Restricted disclosure of law enforcement training  materials.  § 38-5-25(e)
 Sale of seized drug property. § 16-13-49 (e), (n) (2), (o) (2) (B)
 Sale of seized gambling property. § 16-12-32 (e)
 Sale of contraband used to violate laws. § 16-9-39
 Seizure of automobile of sexual offender:  publication of  notice.  § 16-6-13.2(h)(2)(C), (l), (m)
 Sex crime offender publication. § 16-5-110 (a)
 Sexual offender registry.  § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B)
 Stalking: Publication of second or subsequent conviction § 16-5-96(a),(b),(c)
 Suicide advertising.  § 16-5-5(b)
 Tampering with evidence.  § 16-10-94
 Telephone charge fraud. § 16-9-39
 Telephone records restricted and crime to disclose. § 46-5-202 (a) 
 Traffic laws on private roads. § 40-6-3 (5) (E)
 Training regarding dangerous weapons. § 16-11-151(b)(1)
 Use of nomenclature, symbols of state police.  § 35-2-82-84, 102-104
 Use of communication facility to commit felony.  § 16-13-32.3
 Utilities: requirement of public meeting prior to exercise of eminent domain. § 22-3-160.1 (a-b)
 Wiretapping, eavesdropping, surveillance and related offenses. § 16-11-62(1-7); § 16-11-64 (b) (5), (8); 
   §16-11-66.1(b)(2)
 Wiretapping-Where permitted.  § 16-11-66

Debtor and Creditor - Levy and Execution
 Depository sale. § 44-14-411
 Foreclosure by power of sale in mortgage.  § 44-14-162, § 44-14-162.2 (b)
 Homestead exemption application. § 44-13-7
 Levy and sale. § 44-14-302
 Mortgage foreclosure. § 44-14-180 (2)
 Receiver sale. § 44-13-83
 Tax levy and sale. § 48-2-55 (d); 48-3-14 (b)
 Redemption. § 44-14-120 (2)
 Trust Deed Enforcement . § 44-14-120-(2)
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Education
                       Child care council - public hearings § 20-1A-64(a)(6)
 Expungement of records pertaining to investigations of educators. § 20-2-795.1
 Family educational and privacy rights. § 20 U.S.C.A. § 1232g(b)
 Public school student education records- federal prohibition against release. § 1232g(b)
 Records-Exceptions for trade secrets, higher education  research materials, testing materials, but not athletic  
   associations.  § 50-18-72(b)
 School council meetings.  § 20-2-86 (f)
 Schools flexibility program: hearing and public notice. §20-2-80(b)
 Teacher Furlough Hearing.  § 20-2-212.6

Elections
 Advertisement of bond election.  § 36-82-1(d)
 Advertisement requirements of write-in candidates. § 21-2-133(a)(b)
 Advertisement of precinct changes.  § 21-2-262(c)
 Advertisment of Probate Judge Special Election.  § 15-9-11(a)
 Assisted electors records open. § 21-2-409 (c)
 Availability of voter’s certificates.  § 21-2-411
 Ballot reprints; newspaper facsimiles. § 21-2-575
 Campaign Finance disclosure reports.  § 21-5-34(b)(1)
 Constitutional amendments, names of candidates-public notice via website, tapes or discs. § 21-2-4 (d)
 Custody of election/vote records.  § 21-2-500
 DRE voting systems- public inspection. § 21-2-379.6 (c)
 Election Managers Appointments.  § 21-2-90
 Election records- availability and excepted confidential information. § 21-2-225 (b)
 Election records- availability for public inspection. § 21-2-72, 21-2-73
 Election Returns Posted. § 21-2-496 and 497
 Electronic voting machines: public testing.  § 21-2-379.6 (c)
 Electronic voting machines and sample ballots. § 21-2-379.8
 Financial disclosure records. § 21-5-53
 Homestead Option sales and use tax - discontinuation. § 48-8-106(a)
 Homestead Option sales and use tax - imposition.  § 48-8-103(a)
 Identification of campaign literature. § 21-2-415;  § 21-3-322
 Municipal election notices. § 21-3-51
 Notice of and access to polling equipment tests. § 21-2-374(b)
 Optical Scanning Tabulators- public inspection. § 21-2-374 (b)
 Polling Place Limitations.  § 21-2-414
 Posting of election returns. § 21-2-483 (h)
 Provisional Ballot Use- available only to the elector who cast the ballot. § 21-2-418 (e)
 Publication of Date. § 21-2-9(c)
 Publication of Notice of change of polling place. § 21-2-265 (a)
 Publication of qualification dates.  § 21-3-91(a)
 Publication of qualifying fee. § 21-2-131 (a) (1)
 Publication of registration locations. § 21-2-215 (e)
 Qualifying period for declaration of candidacy in partisan-Public notice.§ 21-2-132 (d) (3)
 Referendum on ad valorem tax exemption for farm equipment-notice of special election. § 48-5-41.1 (c)
 Referendum on licensing and sales of distilled spirits by  the drink.  § 3-4-92(b)(1)(A)
 Restrictions on Campaign and Polling Activities. § 21-2-414 (a); § 21-3-321 (a)
 Sample ballots. § 21-3-194 (a)
 School Council Meetings § 20-2-86 (f)
 Secretary of state approval of party convention procedures. § 21-2-172 (c) (1)
 Solicitations and Exit polling in polling place- prohibited. § 21-2-414 (c)
 Special election notice. § 21-3-53
 Vacancy after primary. § 21-2-134 (e)(1)
 Voter registration - additional places. § 21-3-123 (d)
 Voting Machines- public inspection. § 21-2-330 (a)
 Write-In candidates-public notice for candidacy. § 21-2-133 (a)
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Employment
 Discriminatory advertising.  § 45-19-31
 Driving record abstract - confidentiality. § 40-5-2 (4)
 Employment Security Law.  § 34-8-35 (n) (8)
 State employee drug tests.  § 45-20-91
 Unemployment compensation - Independent contract carrier. § 34-8-35 (n) (16)
 Worker’s compensation-Board Record of injuries and settlements.  § 34-9-12 (b)
 Worker’s compensation - Board forms and annual reports.  § 34-9-61
 Workers compensation requirements - Independent Contract Carriers. § 34-9-2 (d)

Environment
 Clean air act; permits, notice and public hearing. §  12-9-9 (a) (1)
 Education; dissemination of information—successful programs.  § 20-2-304- (b)
 Egregious littering violators names published. § 16-7-53 (e)
 Georgia Land Conservation Trust Fund- public access to annual report. § 36-22-4 (a.1)
 Hazardous waste; confidentiality of certain records. § 12-8-78 (b)
 Hazardous waste; copies of progress report. §  12-8-65.2 (c)
 Hazardous waste permit—advertisement.  § 12-8-66 (h)
 Hazardous waste; publishing of known or suspected sites.  § 12-8-97 (a)
 Hazardous waste; records, reports and information.  § 12-8-78 (a)
 Landfill permits; notice of hearing.  § 12-8-28.3
 Landfill permits; notice of action.  § 12-8-27
 Litter violators names published. § 16-7-43 (c)
 Marshlands alterations; notice of application.  §  12-8-286 (e)
 Notice of major pollution spill.  § 12-5-30.1 (b)
 Notice of regional waste facility.  § 12-8-32
 Permits for waste disposal.  § 12-8-24(d)
 Pesticides; public hearing.  § 2-7-113.1 (b)
 Pollution trade secrets.  §  12-9-19
 Power alley development authority.  § 12-3-705
 River basin management plans.   § 12-5-524 (a), (b), (c)
 Shore protection construction permits.  § 12-5-239
 Tide waters; publishing order; unlawful structure. § 52-1-5
 Waste disposal site.  § 12-8-26

Family, Children and Youth
 Access to records and proceedings of child abuser registry.  § 49-15-184(d), (e)
 Adoption advertisements. § 19-8-19
 Adult abuse records.  § 30-5-7
 Appointment of temporary guardians for minors - notice § 29-2-6(b)(2-4)
 Child abuse protocol committee meetings. § 19-5-3(o), 5
 Child abuse protocol committee records.  § 19-15-6
 Child abuse registry.  § 49-5-186
 Child abuse review committee: annual report. §19-15-3(o)
 Child Advocate records restricted. § 15-11-174
 Child support delinquency list.  § 19-11-9.3(b)
 Child support financial information.  § 19-11-30.4
 Child support information.  § 19-11-30(a)(1)
 Confidentiality of records and reports of child abuse.  § 15-11-10(d)
 Conservator’s petiton for removal - notice § 29-3-70(a)
 Courts-Advocate access to child abuse reports or  records. § 15-11-174(2)
 Delinquency hearings closed.  § 15-11-82(b)
 Disclosure of family violence shelter.  § 19-13-23
 Fingerprinting and photographing of juveniles.  § 15-11-83 (a)
 Guardians petition for dismissal - notice § 29-2-31(a)
 Guardians petition to dismiss from office - notice § 29-4-43(a)
 Juvenile law enforcement records.  § 15-11-59 (e)
 Juvenile court files and records.  § 15-11-79(b)
 Juvenile court records.  § 15-11-58;  15-11-79(b)
 Juvenile court records off sexual offense.  § 15-11-79.2(e)

Page 15



 Juvenile hearing access.  § 15-11-78
 Juvenile Hearings-HIV tests.  § 15-11-66.1(e)
 Juvenile proceedings - records.  § 15-11-61(d)
 Juvenile proceedings-Notice of termination of rights of biological father.  § 15-11-96(f)
 “Mattie’s Call” alert system - agreements with media. § 38-3-114 (a) & (b)
 Mental health trade secrets.  § 37-1-53
 Notice of application for temporary guardianship. § 29-4-4.1(b)
 Notification to biological fathers of adoption proceedings.  § 19-8-12
 Notification to biological fathers of court proceedings.  § 15-11-83(f)
 Petition for appointment of a conservator for a minor - notoice § 29-3-8(c)
 Petition for the appointment of a VA guardian - notice § 29-7-6
 Public School attendance records.  § 20-2-697(a)
 Publication of names and pictures of juvenile defendants.  § 15-11-60(e)(f)
 Publication of names and pictures of juvenile defendants: Penalty.  § 15-11-83(g)
 Putative father registry.  § 19-11-9(e)
 Unlawful adoption advertisements § 19-8-24(a)(1)
 Vaccination registry records confidential.  § 31-12-3.1(e)
  
 Finances, Revenue and Taxes
 Abandoned property sale.  § 44-12-204 (a), (b)
 Advertisement for public meeting on budget ordinance. § 36-81-6
 Advertisement of Intent to Increase Property Tax. § 48-5-32.1 (c)(2), (3), (5)
 Advertising Unemployment Tax Amnesty Program. § 34-8-277 
 Ad Valorem taxation of conservation property - posting public notice of code section § 48-5-7.4 (t)
 Bond allocation procedure.  § 36-82-185 (b)
 Bond election - local government.  § 36-82-1(d)
 Bond election - schools.  § 20-2-452, 464
 Bond sales - housing: notice of hearing.  § 8-3-74
 Bond validation hearing.  § 36-82-22-,76
 Bonded debt election.  § 36-82-1 (b); 36-82-4.1 (a)
 Bonded indebtedness election.  § 21-3-11 (a)
 Business Taxation records. § 48-2-15 (a), (c)
 Destruction of unsold bonds.  § 36-82-6 (a)
 Employer tax credits disclosure and restrictions. § 48-7-29.10 (f)
 Exemptions from state sales and use tax. § 48-8-3
 Georgia Higher Education Assistance Corporation- make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-268
 Georgia Student Finance Authority- make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-320
 Gerogia Student Finance Commission- make annual report available to general public. § 20-2-239
 Income tax refunds uncollected.  § 48-7-112 (a) (2)
 Income subject of tax.  § 48-7-100 (100 (F)
 Levy and sale for taxes.  § 48-2-55 (d); 48-3-14 (b)
 Levy on delinquent taxpayer.  § 34-8-128 (c)
 Local option sales tax election.  § 48-7-142 (a)
 Job Creation Credits. § 48-7-31.1 (b-c)
 Joint city/county election.  § 48-8-85 (a)
 Millage rate:  public hearing and publication.  § 48-5-32.1
 Notice of local Ad Valorem rates.  § 48-5-32
 Occupation Tax Information Confidential. § 48-13-15
 Preparation of proposed budget. § 36-81-5
 Referendum to discontinue.  § 48-8-92 (a)
 Reporting levy of ad valorem and school tax. § 48-5-32 (b) and (c)
 Return Information - confidential § 48-7-60(a)
 Tax assessor records. § 48-5-314
 Tax execution - notification of sale.  § 48-3-19(b)(4)
 Tax executions - Publication of information § 48-3-29
 Tax foreclosure - petition.  § 48-4-78
 Tax information research. § 48-2-15 (e)
 Taxation  - publication of election; special purpose sales and use tax.  § 48-8-11 (b)
 Timber tax information made confidential § 48-5-7.5(d)(2)
 Unbonded debt authorization election.  § 36-80-11
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 Utility or transportation authority bonds.  § 46-3-131 (i), 132 (c)

Financial Institutions
 Advertisment of loans and mortgage brokers  § 7-1-1016(1)(A)
 Annual report of Department of Banking and Commerce.  § 7-1-74.
 Bank regulatory reports.  § 7-1-625(c)
 Disclosure by Dept. of Banking of violation by or imposition of fine/penalty upon financial institution   
   allowed;  examination/investigation information of financial institutions generally confidential, exceptions. 
   § 7-1-1009(c)(3),(4),(f) 
 Examination and investigation records by Department of Banking  §7-1-684(f)
 Examination and investigation results §7-1-704(b), (g)
 Legal advertisements procedures.  § 7-1-7
 Liquidation of financial institution.  § 7-1-198 (c)
 Merger, consolidation or conversion of a bank.  § 7-1-552
 Prohibited advertising re deposits, etc.  § 7-1-133
 Publication of articles of amendment for banking institutions. § 7-1-513
 Publication of Articles of Incorporation or a statement of application for proposed banking institutions.
    § 7-1-392 (c)
 Publication of ‘reports of condition.’  § 71-6-68(c)
 Publication of statement that the articles of merger or consolidation for a proposed merger have been filed.
    § 7-1-532 (d)
 Publication Requirement and Penalty Juvenile records § 7-1-68(d)
 Records of the Department of Banking and Finance keptconfidential. § 7-1-70 (a)
 Transaction of mortgage business without a license-Availability of information regarding revoked licenses.
    § 7-1-1002(b) 
 Waiver or modification of notice requirements.  § 7-1-7(b)

General 

 Georgia Constitution, Art. I, Para, V
 U.S. Constitution, Amend. I

Governmental Operations
 Abortion report numbers, duty to conceal identities of women. § 31-9A-6
 Access to registry of employment opportunities. § 45-20-1(d)(11)
 Access to retirement plan reports.  § 47-1-3(i)
 Advertisement for competitive sealed bidding for government contracts.  § 50-5-67(a)
 Agricultural or food systems records closed. § 50-18-72(a)(10.2)(10.3) 
 Audit Department Website.   § §48-8-141, 50-6-32
 Budget and grant data bank. § 50-6-32
 Changes to rulemaking by Department of Community Health-Subject to § 50-13-4 public notice and hearing  
  requirements. § 31-6-21.1 (b)
 Competitive sealed bidding and competitive sealed proposal processes for securing government contracts - 
     public notice. Once a bid/proposal is selected, the Department will publish the name of the successful bidder  
     and the contract’s essential terms. § 50-5-67 (a,d)
 Database on state and local government agencies. § 50-8-7(b)(1)
 Department of Transportation - public notice of unsolicited proposal for a public-private initiative § 32-2-79 (e)(1)
 Department of Transportation - public notice of public comment prior to final contracting § 32-2-79(k)(1)(A)
 Drug tests of State employees. § 45-20-111(b)
 Emergency responder mapping information. §38-3-142(f)
 Eminent domain notice by publication. § 22-1-10 (a)
 Ethics code for boards, commissions and authorities. § 45-10-3
 Ethics code for government service. § 45-10-1
 Ethics code in selling property to a governmental entity.  § 16-10-6(b)
 Highway project proposal- public notice. § 32-2-79 (e)
 Highway project proposal- public notice that department will receive public comment. § 32-2-79 (k)(1)
 Identity of public employee who fies complaint of departmental fraud- protected from disclosure. § 45-1-4 (c)
 Indigent Care Trust Fund Report. §  31-8-159
 Information technology and distribution-Records. § 40-5-2(d)(1)
 Jekyll Island master plan notice. §  12-3-243.1
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 Joint Legislative Ethics committee- duty to designate where the public may file papers/correspond with the
     committee. § 45-10-93 (c)
 Land Banks.  § 48-4-111(a)
 Legislative information via Internet.  § 50-25-14;  § 28-3-24.1(b)
 Making GCIC criminal history records available to public agencies. § 35-3-35
 Notice of opening on juvenile court.  § 15-11-18(d)(3)
 Private holdings/interests of Public officials- duty to disclose. § 21-5-2
 Proposals submitted for government contracts- pre- contract discussions confidential. § 36-91-21 (2)
 Public bidding and advertisements.  § 36-91-21(a)-(c)
 Public employee compensation data bank. § 50-6-27
 Public works construction contracts notice.  § 36-91-20
 Regional commission failure to conduct audit. § 50-8-38(c)
 Retirement System records.  § 47-1-14
 Records of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services. § 50-54-11
 Record retention requirements. § 50-18-98 et seq.
 Solicited offers for government contracts- confidential negotiations. § 50-5-67 (a)(6)
 State auditor work papers- no public inspection prior to auditor’s report. § 50-6-9
 State contracts and bids. § 50-5-67(d)
 State Firefighter Pension Fund. § 47-7-127
 State Government Transparency Website.  § 50-6-32
 State ombudsman-Identity of complaint confidential. § 37-2-38
 State archives access. § 45-13-50
 State archives documents. § 45-1-46
 Terminated government employee records- duty to purge. § 45-1-5
 Unemployment insurance records.  §34-8-121(a), (b)(3)
 Zoning review citizen panels. § 36-36-11 (c)(4)
 
Health
 Abortion law enforcement action- anonymity protection for female. § 31-9A-7
 Abortion report numbers, duty to conceal identities of women. § 31-9A-6
 Abuse in long term healthcare facilities- anonymity protection for all parties involved. § 31-8-86
 Advertising of Zoning Hearing - Rehabilitation Centers and Halfway Houses. § 36-44-4 (f)
 AIDS information.  § 24-9-40-1; § 24-9-47
 Anatomical gift; confidentiality of HIV test result. §  44-5-151 (c) (2)
 Changes to rulemaking by Department of Community Health-Subject to § 50-13-4 publix notice and hearing  
 requirements.§ 31-6-21.1(b)
 Confidentiality of health care trade secrets- rural providers. § 33-20B-5
 Contribution records to cancer research fund.  § 31-12-14(d)
 Court records relating to treatment for mental illness. § 37-3-167(d)
 Disabled/Elder Persons Records of Abuse.  § 30-5-7
 Disclosure of employee job performance. § 34-1-4
 Diseases or condition caused by bioterrism.  § 31-12-2 (a)
 Exams required for physical therapist licensing. § 43-33-18(a)(2)(C)
 Health Planning Agency reports.  § 33-20A39(e)
 Hearing to revoke or suspend license. § 37-1-50 (a), (b)
 Hospital Authority networks; records.  § 31-7-75(27)
 Hospital - disciplinary records of health professionals.  § 31-7-8
 Hospital - morbidity and mortality reduction effort records. § 31-7-15(d)
 Indigent Care Trust Fund Report. §  31-8-159
 Investigation of licensees. § 43-34-8(d)(e)
 Juvenile Hearings-HIV tests.  § 15-11-66.1 (e)
 Licensed medical permit holders and application information. § 43-34-7
 Medical records of health licensees. § 43-34-8(a)(13)(C)
 Open Records and meetings. § 31-7-75.2
 Organ donor identity. § 44-5-158(c)
 Peer Review. § 31-7-30 & § 31-7-133,143
 Mattie’s Call list. § 35-3-175
 Medical care provider certificate of need.    § 31-6-43 (a)
 Medical examiner and coroner documents and autopsy photographs confidential. § 45-16-27 (c)
 Medical peer review proceedings.  § 31-7-133
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 Medical research data-confidentiality.  § 24-9-40.2 (a-f)
 Mental disability regional planning board.  § 37-2-9.1
 Mental health complainant or service recipient. § 37-2-38
 Mental health ombudsman: identity of complainant. § 37-2-38
 Mental health ombudsman reports.  § 37-2-33 (6)
 Mental health ombudsman reports. § 37-2-35(6)
 Mental health peer review records. § 37-2-45(d)
 Mental health service provider under investigation by State Ombudsman.  § 37-2-36 (c)
 Non-profit hospitals and hospital authories: Commercial  documents.  § 31-7-75.2
 Nursing home/intermediate care home reports. §31-7-2.1(b)
 Patient medication records kept confidential. § 26-4-80(d)
 Public and private health care provider reports.  § 31-7-283
 Release of medical records by doctor.  § 24-9-40
 Release of medical information by pharmacist. § 24-9-40 (b)
 Sale or lease of hospitals.  § 31-7-74.3
 Transfer of hospital assets. § 31-7-402;31-7-404;31-7-405
 Transactions involving hospital authority members.  § 31-7-74.1(f) 
 Vital Records.   § 31-10-26

Libel
 Libel.  § 51-5-1 to 51-5-12
 Criminal defamation.  § 16-11-40
 Malice defeats state law privililedge.  § 51-5-9
 Priviledge for pleading in a case.  § 51-5-8
 Suits infringing upon the First Amendment rights.  § 9-11-11.1
 Truth as justification.  § 51-5-6

Local Governments
 Abandonment of County Road.  § 32-7-2(b)(1)
 Advertisement and notice of intent to introduce local legis lation.  § 28-1-14 (a). (c)
 Advertisement for public meeting on budget ordinance.   § 36-81-6
 Advertisement of Public Works Construction Contracts.   § 36-91-20(b)
 Advertisement of multi-year leases or purchases.  § 36-60-13(g)
 Advertisement of redevelopment plans and hearings.  § 36-44-7(b)-(d)
 Advertisement of Zoning Hearing-annexed property.  § 36-66-4(d)(3)
 Advertisement of Zoning Hearing - Rehabilitation Centers and Halfway Houses. § 36-66-4 (f)
 Advertising bond validation hearings  § 36-44-14(k) 
 Amendment of city charter.  § 36-35-3 (b); § 36-35-5
 Annexation hearing.  § 36-36-36 (a); 36-36-47 (a); 36-36-57 (a), (b)
 Annexation reports. § 36-36-3
 Annual report of county finances. § 36-1-6; § 36-6-14 (12)
 Audits.  § 36-81-7 (e), (f)
 Budget and Audit Disclosure Website.  §36-80-21
 Cemeteries — permit to disturb grounds.  § 36-72-7 (a)
 Certain  state grants; publication of lists.   § 48-5-346 (c)
 Claims adjuster reports.  § 36-92-4 (c)
 City council compensation.  § 36-35-4 (a)
 City-County service delivery strategies-public record of unsuccessful dispute resolution.  § 36-70-25.1(c)
 City district improvement plan.§ 36-43-5 (3); § 38-43-5 (3)
 Code Enforcement Boards - notice / form of notice § 36-74-49 (b)(1-3)
 County codes.  § 36-13-8
 County’s sale of reusable materials of demolished structures; notice not required 41-2-9(a)(6)
 County seat change.  § 36-4-1
 County tax assessment orders.  § 48-5-232
 Cruelty to animals-Custody hearing.  § 4-11-9.5(b)(2)
 Disposal of County Property.   § 36-9-3(g)(3)(B)
 Disposal of Municipal Property.   § 36-37-6(h)(3)
 Disposition of county real estate.  § 36-9-3 (a);§ 36-9-3(e)
 Disposition of Property by Municipal Corporations.  § 36-37-6 (a) and (c)
 Education; public hearing refunding requests.  § 20-2-260 (2) (A)
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 Education; Public hearing and notification of school  closure.  § 20-2-260 (k.1) (1) (2)
 Election for bonded indebtedness.  § 36-82-1(d)
 Enforcement Boards Hearings - open meetings § 36-74-43(b)
 Enforcement Boards- Notice of alleged violation.  § 36-74-11(b)
 Ethics code for boards, commissions and authorities. § 45-10-3
 Ethics code in selling property to a governmental entity.  § 16-10-6(b)
 Georgia  Technology Authority notice for proposals or bids. § 50-25-7.3(a)(2)
 Georgia Technology Authority public inspection of bids and proposals.  § 50-25-7.3(c)
 Hearings for owners of unfit buildings or structures § 41-2-12(3)(b)
 Identification of vehicles owned or leased by the government- Public hearing on exceptions.  § 36-89-1
 Infrastructure development districts - Notice. § 36-93-4
 Infrastructure development districts - public hearings. § 36-93-3
 Infrastructure development district financing - access. § 36-93-7
 Infrastructure development district financing - access. § 36-93-23
 Lake property disposal by local government; publication  of notice.  § 36-9-3 
 Lake property disposal by municipality; publication of notice.  § 36-37-6
 Local government code enforcement boards-Proceedings open to public.  § 36-74-7(a)
 Local government code enforcement boards-public records.  § 36-74-7(d)
 Local option sales tax election.  § 48-7-142(a)
 Joint city/county election.  § 48-8-85(a)
 Notification of greenspace program development. § 36-22-5
 Notification of pulic hearings regarding frnachising of public cable providers § 36-90-3(d)
 Ordinance codification. § 36-80-19
 Pesticides; public hearing.  § 2-7-113.1(b)
 Preparation of proposed budget.  § 36-81-5(e)
 Public officers- required annual public financial disclosure. § 21-5-50 (a)(2)
 Public works bids and contracts.  § 32-4-65; § 32-4-115; § 36-10-3
 Records-Alarm system exemptions.  § 50-18-72(11.2)
 Redevelopment plan.  § 36-44-7 (b), (d)
 Referendum on soil and water districts.  § 2-6-47
 Regional commission public hearing. § 50-8-36
 Regional contracts by local governments.  § 36-73-2
 Sale of city property.  § 36-37-6 (a); § 36-37-8
 Sale of property used for roads.  § 32-7-4 (b)(1), (2), (3)
 School board  annual meeting dates.  § 20-2-58 
            School board-election to suspend operation of schools.  § 20-2-622
 Self-Service Storage Facilities-Advertisement of public  sales.  §10-4-213
 SPLOST Annual Report. § 48-8-112
 State archives access. § 45-13-50
 State archives documents. § 45-1-46
 Street assessment notices.  § 36-39-19
 Street improvements.  § 36-39-3 (a); § 36-39-9;  § 36-39-10; § 36-39-14
 Tax assessor records. § 48-5-314
 Taxation — publication of tax assessment and millage rates.  § 48-5-32
 Urban redevelopment plan.  § 36-61-7 (c)
 Urban redevelopment agency.  § 36-61-18 (e)
 Utilities: requirement of public meeting prior to exercise of eminent domain. § 22-3-160.1 (a-b)
 Zoning Enforcement Boards - Notice requirements; form of notice § 36-74-29 (b )(1-3 )
 Zoning hearing.  § 36-66-4 (a)
 Zoning; planning commission hearing.  § 36-67-4 (a)

Local Legislation
 Advertisement required.  § 28-1-14 
 Advertisement required - Ga. Constitution. Art. 3, § 5, Para. IX 

Lottery
 Confidentiality of prize winner records.  § 50-27-54

Motor Vehicles
 Abandoned motor vehicle advertisement. § 40-11-2 (g)  
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 Automobile damage security deposit. §40-9-49 (c)
 Automobile registrations.  § 40-2-130(a)
 Certificates of Titles. § 40-3-23
 Claims adjuster reports.  § 36-92-4 (c)
 Driving Records. § 40-5-2
 Fees for accident reports.  § 40-9-30
 Motor vehicle accident reports.  § 50-18-72(a)(4.1)
 Personal information in motor vehicle records restricted.  18 U.S.C. § 2721
 Public safety driving records. §40-5-2(b)
 Safety regulations for motor vehicles.  § 46-7-26(b)
 Seizure of automobile of sexual offender:  publication of  notice.  § 16-6-13.2 (h)(2)(C), (i),(m)

Name Change
 § 19-12-1 (b)

Newspapers
 Carrier income not taxed. § 48-7-100 (10) (F)
 Competitive sealed bidding and competitive sealed proposal processes for securing government contracts - 
     public notice. Once a bid/proposal is selected, the Department will publish the name of the successful bidder  
     and the contract’s essential terms. § 50-5-67 (a,d)
 Delivery/sale by minors. § 39-2-6
 Egregious littering violators names published. § 16-7-53 (e)
 Eminent domain notice by publication. § 22-1-10 (a)
 Highway project proposal- public notice. § 32-2-79 (e)
 Highway project proposal- public notice that department will receive public comment. § 32-2-79 (k)(1)
 Information broker and those possessing computerized personal information on their behalf- duty to disclose  
     breach of security. § 10-1-912 (a-b)
 Legal organ newspapers preservation.  § 15-9-43
 Littering. § 16-7-58
 “Mattie’s Call” alert system - agreements with media. § 38-3-114 (a) & (b)
 Newspaper boxes - regulatory fees. § 48-13-9 (a) (b) (15)
 Nonliability for false advertising. § 10-1-421, 426
 Nonliability for subdivision advertisements. § 44-3-8 (f)
 Nonliability for timeshare advertisements. § 44-3-185 (b
 Personal records containing social security numbers and/or birthdates; disclosure to the news media. § 50-18- 
 72(a)(11.3)(A)
 Publication of unlawful telecommunications device plans.  § 46-5-3(b)
 Qualifying period for declaration of candidacy in partisan-public notice. § 21-2-132 (d) (3)
 Referendum on ad valorem tax exemption for farm equipment-notice of special election. § 48-5-41.1 (c)
 Reporter’s Privilege. § 24-9-30
 Requirements to be considered legal organ.  §  9-13-142
 Sex crime offender publication. § 16-5-110 (a)
 Suits infringing upon First Amendment Rights. § 9-11-11.1
 Wiretapping, eavesdropping, surveillance and related offenses. § 16-11-62(1-7); § 16-11-66.1 (b) (2)
 Write-In candidates-public notice of candidacy. § 21-2-133 (a)

Outdoor Advertising Signs
 Limits for Judicial Review of Dept. of Transportation  Decisions.  § 32-6-75
 Restrictions including nude dance establishments. § 32-6-75

Probate and Wills and Administration
 Absconding fiduciaries. § 15-9-35 (b)
 Administration for persons believed dead. § 53-9-1 (b), 2 (b)
 Advertisement of escheat. § 53-2-51 (a)
 Advertisement of year’s support application. § 53-3-20 (a)
 Advertisement of year’s support petition. § 53-3-6 (b)
 Borrow money - petition. § 53-7-7 (b)
 Conveyance of easements. § 53-8-40
 Conveyance of real property. § 53-5-21 (a)
 Determination of heirs. § 53-4-34 (a)
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 Discharge of representative. § 53-7-140
 Borrow money - petition. § 53-7-7 (b)
 Conveyance of easements. § 53-8-40
 Determination of heirs. § 53-4-34 (a)
 Discharge of representative. § 53-7-140
 Discharge without return. § 53-7-145(c)
 Dispensing with administration. § 53-10-2 (a)
 Distribution of estate in kind. § 53-4-11 (a)
 Escheat procedure. § 44-5-191 (a) (b) - 192, 194 (c)
 Final report - hearing. § 53-7-184 (c)
 Guardian appointment. § 29-4-10 (a)
 Guardian dismissal. § 29-2-84 (a)
 Guardian for VA  recipient. § 29-6-5
 Homestead exemption. § 44-13-7
 Letters of Administration. § 53-6-27
 Notice by publication. § 53-11-4 (a)
 Notice of discharge of representation.  § 53-7-50 (b)(1)
 Notice of judge training. § 15-9-1.1 (2)
 Notice of probate for missing person.  § 53-9-2 (c)
 Notice to sell land. § 53-7-97 (a); § 53-8-22, 23, 24
 Petition for probate. § 53-3-14 (b)
 Probate court- service through publication. § 53-11-4 (b) 
 Probate judge vacancy. § 15-9-11 (a)
 Publication of notice to creditors. § 53-7-41
 Year’s support return. § 53-5-8 (b)

Real Estate and Natural Resources
 Advertising liability in subdivision sales. § 44-3-11 (f)
 Boundary line change. § 36-3-1
 Declaration of title by descent. § 44-2-131 (c)
 Eminent domain notice by publication. § 22-1-10 (a)
 Fire safety regulations. § 25-2-4
 Foreclosure under mortgage.  § 44-14-162, 162.2
 Forfeiture of abandoned cemetery lots. § 44-5-211 (d) and (i) (1)
 Hearing on comprehensive land and water use plan. § 12-5-443 (1)
 Historic district designation. § 44-10-26 (b) (2)
 Illegal mining - sale of seized property.  § 12-4-48 (e) (2)
 Land development near military installation - zoning hearings § 36-66-6 (a)
 Land registration action.  § 44-2-67 (a) (3); § 44-2-223
 Owner certificate proceedings.  § 44-2-132, 133, and 134 (b)
 Oyster bed leases by the state.  § 27-4-198 (c)
 Partition sale.   § 44-6-167
 Private easement condemnation.  § 44-9-41 (5)
 Property advertising shall list Georgia broker.  § 43-40-9(e)(1)(E)
 Publication of notice of highway condemnation location. § 32-3-5 (c)
 Real estate appraisers-confidentiality of applications.§ 43-39A-7(b)
 Registration of involuntary transfer.  § 44-2-173
 Sale by receiver.  § 44-13-82
 Tenant distress warrant sale.  § 44-7-79
 Water pollution notice.  § 12-5-184
 Zoning hearing.  § 36-66-4 (a)
 Zoning planning commission hearing.  § 36-67-4 (a)

Real Property
 Foreclosure sales. § 44-14-162(a)

Schools
 Availability of School Council Minutes. § 20-2-86(l)
 Board of Education’s consideration of school council decisions - public notice requirements § 20-2-86(q)(1)
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 Charter School Termination: Public Meeting. § 20-2-2068 (1) (A)
 Council for school performance-Progress reports. § 20-2-284(g)
 Education-confidentiality of performance evaluations. § 20-2-210(a)
 Education-Open  meetings for Georgia High School  Athletic Association.  § 20-2-315(b)(2) 
 Education-Publication of comprehensive evaluation.  § 20-2-282(a)(3)
 Paroled registered sexually violent predators- public posting, availability to schools. § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B)
 Principal evaluations confidential.  § 20-2-210(e)
 Publication of financial reports.  § 20-2-67
 Publication of school system’s financial operations.§ 20-2-67(c)
 School Council Meetings - public notice § 20-2-86 (g)

State Publications
 Georgia Register publication. § 50-25-6
 Georgia Register publication. § 50-25-6 (b)
 Official state directory.  § 45-13-27

State Property
 Jekyll Island  lot leases.  § 12-3-249 (a)
 Inventory of State’s moveable personal property- availability. § 50-16-160 (c)
 Paroled registered sexually violent predators- public posting, availability to schools. § 42-1-12 (b)(1)(B),
 Professional services to the state.  § 50-22-3
 Purchase of law enforcement supplies.  § 35-2-50
 Purchase of supplies by Dept. of Administrative Services.  § 50-5-67 (a)
 Sale or lease of state land.  § 50-16-39 (b)
 Mineral leases.  § 50-16-43 (d)
 Upper Savannah River Authority - publication of bids. § 12-3-425 (a)
 Stone Mountain Park.  § 9-13-142

 Telephone and Telegraph Companies
 Application for service to PSC.  § 46-5-43
 “Mattie’s Call” alert system - agreements with media. § 38-3-114 (a) & (b)
 Telephone records of Georgia residents restricted. § 46-5-211
 Telephone records restricted and crime to disclose. § 46-5-202 (a) 

Transportation
 Abandonment of County Road.  § 32-7-2(b)(1)
 Abandoned property disposal.  § 32-7-4 (b)
 Advertising for public bids.  § 32-2-65; § 32-4-65; § 32-4-115
 Application for certificate of public need and  convenience.  § 46-4-22; 43
	 DOT	public	hearings	for	comprehensive	plans.		§	32-2-3	(f)	(4)	(A);	§	32-2-3(f)(5)(A‚)
 Driver’s license reports - confidentiality. § 40-5-59 (d)
 Driving record abstract - confidentiality. § 40-5-2 (4)
 MARTA Trans Card or Smart Card data restricted. § 50-18-72 (20)
 Navigable stream or river; publishing order - unlawful structure.  § 52-1-34
 Notice of hearings on applications for motor common or contract carrier certificates § 46-7-10
 Notice of rapid rail permit.  § 46-8-3
 Official list of state highway system open for public inspection.  § 32-4-2(a)
 Penalty for false advertising of household goods carrier services § 46-7-91(b)
 Publication of carrier schedules.  § 46-8-232(d)
 Railroad grade separation structures contracts. § 32-6-202 (3)
 Transportation Projects Website.  §48-8-250
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[Amendment I]

[Freedom of Religion, of Speech, and of the Press]

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Georgia  Constitution, Art. I

Paragraph V. Freedom of speech and of the press guaranteed.

No law shall be passed to curtail or restrain the freedom of speech or of the press.  Every person may speak, write, and publish senti-
ments on all subjects but shall be responsible for the abuse of that liberty.

Paragraph VIII.  Lotteries and nonprofit bingo games.

 (a)  Except as herein specifically provided in this Paragraph VIII, all lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets, and all forms of pari-
mutuel betting and casino gambling are hereby prohibited; and this prohibition shall be enforced by penal laws.

 (b)  The General Assembly may by law provide that the operation of a nonprofit bingo game shall not be a lottery and shall 
be legal in this state.  The General Assembly may by law define a nonprofit game and provide for the regulation of nonprofit bingo 
games.

 (c)  The General Assembly may by law provide for the operation and regulation of a lottery or lotteries by or on behalf of the state 
and for any matters relating to the purposes or provisions of this subparagraph.  

 (d)  On and after January 1995, the holding of raffles by nonprofit organizations shall be lawful and shall not be prohibited by 
any law enacted prior to January 1, 1994.  Laws enacted on or after January 1, 1994, however, may restrict, regulate, or prohibit the 
operation of such raffles.

Georgia Constitution, Art. 3, Section 5

Paragraph IX.  Advertisement of notice to introduce local legislation.

The General Assembly shall provide by law for the advertisement of notice of intention to introduce local bills.

2-3-105.  Write-in candidacy notice.

(a)  In a general or special municipal election, no person elected on a write-in vote shall be eligible to hold office unless notice of 
his intention of candidacy was given 20 or more days prior to the election by the person to be a write-in candidate or by some other 
person or group of persons qualified to vote in the election, to the mayor or the superintendent as defined in paragraph (31) of code 
Section 21-3-2 of the municipality and by publication in the official gazette of the municipality holding the election.

(b)  In addition to the requirements contained in subsection (a) of this Code section, the persons or persons giving notice of intention 
of candidacy for a write-in candidate shall also file, with the mayor or the superintendent as defined in paragraph (31) of Code Section 
21-3-2 of the municipality, a copy of the notice as published with an affidavit stating that the notice has been published, with the name 
of the newspaper and the date of publication, not later that the fifth day after the deadline for filing and publishing such notice.  The 
affidavit may be made by the person giving notice of intention of candidacy or by the publisher of the newspaper in which the notice 
was published or by an employee of the newspaper designated by the publisher.

2-6-47.  Referendum on Soil and Water Districts.  

The commission shall publish the result of the referendum.  It shall consider and determine whether the continued operation of the 
district within the defined boundaries is administratively practicable and feasible.

2-7-113.1.  Pesticides; public hearing revariance.

(b)  The governing authority of any county or municipality may, by resolution, petition the Commissioner of Agriculture for a variance 
from a rule or regulation of the Commissioner because of special circumstances relating to the use or application of a pesticide.  If 
such a petition is received by the Commissioner, it shall be the duty of the Commissioner to notify the President of the Senate, the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the chairmen of the Agriculture Committee and Natural Resources Committee of the 
Senate and the Agriculture and Consumer Affairs Committee and the Natural Resources and Environment Committee of the House of 
Representatives  that such petition has been received.  The Commissioner shall conduct a public hearing on such petition and issue a 
decision on the requested variance within 60 days of the receipt of the petition.  If a decision is not given within 60 days of the receipt 
of the petition, the variance shall automatically be granted.  The commissioner may grant a variance requested under this subsection 
with or without changes.
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2-8-13 (a).  Agriculture Marketing Order Amendments.

  (2)  Notice of any hearing called for such purpose shall be given by the Commissioner or the commission by publishing a notice 
of such hearing for a period of not less than five days in a newspaper of general circulation published in the capital of the state and in 
such other newspapers as the Commissioner may prescribe.  No such public hearing shall be held prior to five days after the last day 
of such period of publication.  The Commissioner or the commission shall also mail a copy of such notice of hearing and a copy of 
such proposed marketing order or proposed amendments to all producers of such agricultural commodity whose names and address-
es appear upon lists of such persons on file in the department and who may be directly affected by the provisions of such proposed 
marketing order or such proposed amendments.  Such notice of hearing shall in all respects comply with the requirements of Chapter 
13 of Title 50, the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.”

2-8-100 (b)(1), (2). Public hearings concerning marketing orders with respect to beef - notice.

(b)(1) Whenever the commission has reason to believe that the issuance of a marketing order or amendments to an existing market-
ing order will tend to effectuate the declared policy of this chapter with respect to beef, it shall, either upon its own motion or upon the 
application of any producer or any organization of such persons, give due notice of and an opportunity for a public hearing upon a 
proposed marketing order or amendments to an existing marketing order.
(2) Notice of any hearing called for such purpose shall be given by the commission by publishing a notice of such hearing for a period 
of not less than five days in a newspaper of general circulation published in the capital of the state and in such other newspapers as 
the commission may prescribe. no such public hearing shall be held prior to five days after the last day of such period of publication. 
The commission shall also mail a copy of such notice of hearing and a copy of such proposed marketing order or proposed amend-
ments to all produchers whose names and addresses appear upon lists of such persons on file with the commission and who may be 
directly affected by the provisions of such proposed marketing order or such proposed amendments. Such notice of hearing shall in 
all respects comply with the requirements of Chapter 13 of Title 50, the ‘Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.’

2-8-100 (c)(1), (2). Notification of market agents concerning marketing orders for beef.

(c)(1) In order to provide the commission with accurate and reliable information with respect to the persons who may be directly 
affected by any proposed marketing order for beef when such information is not then on file with the commission, the commission is 
authorized and directed, whenever the commission has reason to believe that the issuance of a marketing order willtend to effectuate 
the declared policy of this chapter or upon receipt of a written application for a hearing pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section, 
to notify all market agents, by publication of a notice as required in paragraph (2) of this subsection, to file with the commission within 
ten days from the last date of such publication a report, properly certified, showing: 
 (A) The correct name and address of such market agent;
 (B) The quantities of cattle affected by the proposed marketing order handled by such market agent in the calendar year next pre 
      ceding the filing of such report;
 (C) The correct names and addresses of all producers who may be directly affected by such proposed marketing order, from  
      whom such market agent received cattle in the calendar year next preceding the filing of such report; and
 (D) The quantities of cattle received by such market agent from each such producer in the calendar year next preceding the filing  
      of such report.
(2) The notice to market agents requiring them to file a report shall be published by the commission for a period of not less than five 
days in a newspaper of general circulation published in the capital of the state and in such other newspaper or newspapers as the 
commission may prescribe. The commission shall also mail a copy of such notice to all market agents whose names and addresses 
appear upon the lists on file with the commission who may be directly affected by such proosed marketing order.

2-9-6(a).  Publication of notice for breach of agricultural product 
dealer bond.

(a)  Any person claiming that he or she has been damaged by a breach of the conditions of a bond given by a licensee as provided in 
Code Section 2-9-5 may enter a complaint to the Commissioner.  Such complaint shall be a written statement of the facts constituting 
the complaint and must be made within 180 days of the alleged breach.  If the Commissioner determines that the complaint is prima 
facie of breach of the bond, and the matter can not be amicably resolved within 15 days, the Commissioner shall publish a solicitation 
for additional complaints regarding breaches of the bond for a period of not less than five consecutive issues in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation and in such other publications as the Commissioner shall prescribe.  Additional complaints must be filed within 60 days 
following initial public notification of a breach of the bond.  Civil actions on the breach of such bond shall not be commenced less than 
120 days nor more than 547 days from the initial date of public notification of such breach of the bond.

2-9-35(a).  Publication of notice for breach of grain dealer bond.

(a)  Any person claiming that he or she has been damaged by a breach of the conditions of a bond given by a licensee as provided 
in Code Section 2-9-34 may enter a complaint to the Commissioner.  Such complaint shall be a written statement of the facts consti-
tuting the complaint and must be made within 180 days of the alleged breach.  If the Commissioner determines that the complaint is 
prima facie a breach of the bond, and the matter can not be amicably resolved within 15 days, the Commissioner shall publish a solic-
itation for additional complaints regarding breaches of the bond for a period of not less than five consecutive issues in a newspaper of 
general circulation and in such other publications as the Commissioner shall prescribe.  Additional complaints must be filed within 60 
days following initial public notification of a breach of the bond.  Civil actions on the breach of such bond shall not be commenced less 
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than 120 days nor more than 547 days from the initial date of public notification of such breach of the bond.

2-16-2.  Product Disparagement.

As used in this chapter, the term:

 (1) “Disparagement” means the willful or malicious dissemination 
 to the public in any manner of false information that a perishable food product or commodity is not safe for human consumption.      
      The information shall be deemed to be false if it is not based upon reasonabl eand reliable scientific inquiry, facts, or data.

 (2) “Perishable food product or commodity” means any agricultural or aquacultural food product which is sold or distributed in a 
       form that will perish or decay beyond marketability within a period of time.

 (3) “Producers, processors, marketers, and sellers” shall include the entire chain from grower to consumer.

2-16-3.  Cause of action for disparagement of perishable food products or commodities.

Any person who produces, markets, or sells a perishable food product or commodity and suffers damage as a result of another per-
son’s disparagement of such perishable food products or commodities has a cause of action for damages and for any other relief a 
court of competent jurisdiction deems appropriate, including, but not limited to, compensatory and punitive damages.

2-18-1,  15 and 19.  Diary Compact information not subject to disclosure.

Section 11.  Rulemaking procedure.

Before promulgation of any regulations establishing a compact over-order price or commission marketing order, including any provi-
sion with respect to milk supply under subsection 9(f), or amendment thereof, as provided in Article IV, the commission shall conduct 
an informal rulemaking proceeding to provide interested persons with an opportunity to present data and views.  Such rulemaking pro-
ceeding shall be governed by Section 4 of the Federal Administrative Procedure Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. Sec. 553).  In addition, 
the commission shall, to the extent practicable, publish notice of rulemaking proceedings in the official register of each participating 
state.  Before the initial adoption of regulations establishing a compact over-order price or a commission marketing order and there-
after before any amendment with regard to prices or assessments, the commission shall hold a public hearing.  The commission may 
commence a rulemaking proceeding on its own initiative or may in its sole discretion act upon the petition of any person including indi-
vidual milk producers, any organization of milk producers or handlers, general farm organizations, consumer or public interest groups, 
and local, state or federal officials.
(b)  Information furnished to or acquired by the commission officers, employees, or its agents pursuant to this section shall be confi-
dential and not subject to disclosure except to the extent that the commission deems disclosure to be necessary in any administrative 
or judicial proceeding involving the administration or enforcement of this compact, an over-order price, a compact marketing order, or 
other regulations of the commission.  The commission may promulgate regulations further defining the confidentiality of information 
pursuant to this section.  Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit (i) the issuance of general statements based upon the 
reports of a number of handlers, which do not identify the information furnished by any person, or (ii) the publication by direction of the 
commission, together with a statement of the particular provisions violated by such person.

(c)  No officer, employee, or agent of the commission shall intentionally disclose information, by inference or otherwise, which is made 
confidential pursuant to this section.  Any person violating the provisions of this section shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine of 
not more than one thousand dollars or to imprisonment for not more than one year, or both, and shall be removed from office.  The 
commission shall refer any allegation of a violation of this section to the appropriate state enforcement authority or United States 
Attorney.

Section 19.  Audit and accounts.

(a)  The commission shall keep accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements, which shall be subject to the audit and account-
ing procedures established under its rules.  In addition, all receipts and disbursements of funds handled by the commission shall be 
audited yearly by a qualified public accountant and the report of the audit shall be included in and become part of the annual report of 
the commission.

(b)  The accounts of the commission shall be open at any reasonable time for inspection by duly constituted officers of the participat-
ing states and by any persons authorized by the commission.

(c)  Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to prevent commission compliance with laws relating to audit or inspection of 
accounts by or on behalf of any participating state or of the United States.

2-18-2(2).  Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”; Definition.

(2)  ‘Master Settlement Agreement’ means the settlement agreement (and related documents) entered into on November 23, 1998, 
by the state and leading United States tobacco product manufacturers.  The Master Settlement Agreement has been transmitted by 
the Attorney General to the Secretary of State and shall be maintained as a permanent record in the office of the Secretary of State, 
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together with the enrolled Act by which this chapter is enacted.  The Master Settlement Agreement shall not be published with the 
Act, but the Secretary of State shall, upon request and payment of copying costs, make a copy or certified copy of such document 
available to any member of the public.

2-18-3(a)(2).  Confidentiality of Bid Proposals to Agriculture Commissioner.

(2)  To request from the Attorney General and any court, agency, or department such assistance and data as will enable the 
Commissioner to determine the losses of cotton producers for which indemnity payments are available pursuant to this chapter 
and whether, and the extent to which, a claimant qualifies for such compensation.  Any person, corporation, partnership, court, 
agency, or department is authorized to provide the Commissioner with the information requested upon receipt of a request from the 
Commissioner.  Any provision of law providing for confidentiality of records does not apply to a request of the Commissioner pursuant 
to this Code section; provided, however, that the Commissioner shall preserve the confidentiality of any such records received.

3-2-15.  Promulgation of rules and regulations governing advertising of distilled spirits.

The commissioner shall issue rules and regulations governing all advertising of distilled spirits within this state.

3-3-7.  Advertisement prior to local referendum.

(g)  (1)  In each county having a population of not less than 71,500 and not more than 75,000 according to the United States decen-
nial census of 1990 or any future such census in which the sale of alcoholic beverages is lawful and in all municipalities in those  
counties in which the sale of alcoholic beverages is lawful, the governing authority of the county or municipality, as appropriate, may 
authorize the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises at any time from 11:55 p.m. on Saturdays and one hour 
immediately following that time.
 
(2)  (A)  This subsection shall not become effective in the unincorporated area of any such county or in any municipality unless the 
application to the unincorporated area of such county or municipality is approved at a referendum by the voters of the unincorporated 
area of any such county or municipality.  Such referendum shall be held on the date of the first general primary election held after this 
paragraph first applies to the county or municipality.  Not less than 30 nor more than 60 days prior to the 
date of such primary, it shall be the duty of the  election superintendent of the county to issue the call for an election for the purpose 
of submitting this question to the electors of the unincorporated area of any such county and each affected municipality for approval or 
rejection.  The superintendent shall set the date of such election for the date of said primary.  The superintendent shall cause the date 
and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof in the official organ of 
the county.  The ballot shall have written or printed thereon the words:
(  )    YES   Shall the law allowing the governing authority of (insert name of the affected political subdivision)
(  )         NO to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages  for  one hour after 11:55 p.m. on Saturdays to be approved ?

3-4-26.  Price Advertising Banned on Premise.

(a)  No person holding a retail dealer’s license to deal in distilled spirits by the package shall display any advertisement of or informa-
tion regarding the price or prices of any distilled spirits in any show window or other place visible from outside the licensee’s place of 
business.

3-4-27 (a).  Distilled Spirits: Retail License-Notice.

(a)  No application for a retail dealer license for the sale of distilled spirits shall be acted upon until after the applicant has published in 
the newspaper which publishes the legal advertisements of the county wherein such person proposes to engage in business a notice 
of his intention to secure a retail dealer license. Such notice shall be published at least once during the 30 days immediately preced-
ing the filing of the application for a license. Such notice shall be in large boldface type and shall state:
 (1)  The type of license for which application has been filed;
 (2)  The exact location of the place of business for which a license is sought;
 (3)  The names and addresses of each owner of the business; and
 (4)  If the applicant is a corporation, the names and titles of all corporate officers.

3-4-41 (c).  Alcoholic Beverages Referendum - Distilled Spirits.

(c)  Notice of the call for the referendum shall be published by the election superintendent in the official organ of the county or, in the 
case of a municipality, in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality.  The election superintendent shall also cause the date 
and purpose of the referendum to be published in the official organ of the county or, in the case of a municipality, in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the municipality, once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.

3-4-90 (b)(3)(B).  Alcoholic Beverages Referendum.
 
(B)  No county or municipality may issue a license pursuant to sub-paragraph (A) of this paragraph unless the issuance of the 
licenses is approved by the voters of the county at a referendum election held for such purpose.  The county governing authority shall 
establish the date of the election, which shall be not less than 30 days after the call of the election, and shall notify the county election 

Page 27



superintendent of its decision as to the date.  The election superintendent shall issue the call for the election and shall specify that the 
election shall be held on the date determined by the county governing authority.  The election superintendent shall cause the date and 
purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date thereof in the official organ of the 
county or, in the case of a municipal election, in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality.

3-4-92 (b)(1)(A).  Referendum on licensing of sales of distilled spirits by the drink.

(b)(1)(A)  In the event the governing authority of any municipality or county coming under the provisions of this Code section desires 
to exercise the powers authorized by Code Section 3-4-90, the governing authority through the appropriate election superintendent 
shall conduct a referendum election for the purpose of determining whether or not these powers shall be exercised.  Any such gov-
erning authority shall notify the election superintendent of the county or the municipality, as the case may be, of the referendum by 
forwarding to the superintendent a copy of a resolution of such governing authority calling for such a referendum election.  Notice of 
the call for the referendum shall be published by the superintendent in the legal organ of the county or, in the case of a municipality, 
in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality.  The election superintendent shall also cause the date and purpose of the 
referendum to be published in the official organ of the county or, in the case of a municipality, in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the municipality once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.

3-6-25.1.  Price Advertising Banned on Premise.

(a)  No person holding a retail dealer’s license to deal in wine by the package shall display any advertisement of or information 
regarding the price or prices of any wine in any show window or other place visible from outside the licensee’s place of business.
 
3-7-41.  Calling of special elections upon direction of governing authorities to determine whether  sale of distilled spirits by private 
clubs to be permitted.

(a)  The governing authority of any county or municipality at its discretion may direct its election superintendent to issue the call for an 
election to determine if the sale of distilled spirits by private clubs, as provided in this chapter, shall be allowed.  Upon such direction, 
the election superintendent shall call a special election at least 30 days prior to the date of the election and shall publish the notice of 
the call of the election in the official gazette of the county or,  in the case of a municipal election, in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the municipality, once a week for two weeks preceding the election.

3-10-11(b).   Sale of Contraband, Alcoholic Beverages.

      (2)  Within 30 days from the time the prosecuting attorney receives the notice, he shall institute condemnation proceedings by 
petition, a copy of which shall be served upon the owner or lessee, if known, and,  if the owner or lessee is unknown, notice of the 
proceedings shall be published once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published.

(c)  Where the owner or lessee of any property seized for purposes of condemnation absconds or conceals himself so that actual 
notice of the condemnation proceeding cannot be served upon him, he shall be served by publication as provided for in paragraph (2) 
of subsection (b) of this Code section in the case of an unknown owner or lessee.

4-3-5.  Notice of impoundment and sale of livestock.

(a)  Upon the impounding of any livestock by the sheriff, his deputies, or any other law enforcement officers of the county, the sheriff 
shall forthwith serve written notice upon the owner, advising such owner of the location or place where the livestock is being held and 
impounded, the amount due as a result of such impounding, and that unless such livestock is redeemed within three days from that 
date the livestock shall be offered for sale.  In the event the owner of such livestock is unknown or cannot be found, service upon the 
owner shall be obtained by publishing a notice once in a newspaper of general circulation where the livestock is impounded, Sundays 
and holidays excluded.  If there is no such newspaper then service shall be obtained by posting the notice at the courthouse door and 
at two other conspicuous places within said county.  Such notice shall be in substantially the following form:

“To Whom It May Concern:

You are hereby notified that the following described livestock (giving full and accurate description of same, including marks 
and brands) is now impounded at (giving location where livestock is impounded) and the amount due by reason of such 
impounding is __________ dollars.  The above-described livestock will, unless redeemed within three days from the date of 
this notice, be offered for sale at public auction to the highest bidder for cash.

________________                       ____________________________________________________
Date                         Sheriff of ________________County, Georgia”

(b)  Unless the impounded livestock is redeemed within three days from the date of the notice, the sheriff shall forthwith give notice 
of sale thereof, which shall be held not less than five days nor more than ten days, excluding Sundays and holidays, from the first 
publication of the notice of sale.  The notice of sale shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the 
livestock is impounded, excluding Sundays and holidays, and by posting a copy of such notice at the courthouse door.
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4-10-7.3 (a-b).  Bird disease data.

(a)  The Commissioner is authorized to declare certain animal diseases and syndromes to be diseases requiring notice and to require 
the reporting thereof to the department in a manner and at such times as may be prescribed by the Commissioner.  The department 
shall require that such data be supplied as is deemed necessary and appropriate for the prevention and control of certain diseases 
and syndromes as are determined by the Commissioner.  All such reports and data shall be deemed confidential and shall not be 
open to inspection by the public; provided  however, that the Commissioner may release such reports and data in statistical form, for 
valid research purposes, and for other purposes as deemed appropriate by the Commissioner.
(b)  Any person, including but not limited to , any veterinarian or veterinary diagnostic laboratory and practice personnel and any per-
son associated with any bird dealer regulated by this chapter, submitting reports or data in good faith to the department in compliance 
with this Code section shall not be liable for any civil damages therefor.
4-11-9.5(b)(2).  Cruelty to animals-custody hearing.

(2)  Within 30 days after receiving a written request for a hearing, the government agency having custody of the animal shall hold 
a hearing as is provided in Chapter 13 of Title 50, the ‘Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.’  If the animal is in the custody of an 
agency of local government which has, by law or ordinance, established a procedure for hearing such matters, the body designated 
in such local law or ordinance shall conduct a hearing required by this Code section.  If the local government does not have a hearing 
procedure, the government agency having custody of the animal may refer the matter to the Office of State Administrative Hearings.  
If the animal is in custody of the Department of Agriculture, the Commissioner or his or her designee shall conduct the hearing.  The 
hearing shall be public and all testimony shall be received under oath.  A record of the proceedings at such hearing shall be made 
and maintained by the hearing officer as provided in Code Section 50-13-13. 

6-4-5.  Georgia Airport Development Authority Disclosure.

(e)  The authority shall keep suitable and proper books and records of all receipts, income, and expenditures of every kind and shall 
submit for inspection all of such books, together with a proper statement of the authority’s financial position, on or about December 31 
of each year, to the state auditor.

7-1-7.  Legal Advertisement Procedures.

(a)  Except as otherwise expressly provided, any notice or advertisement required by this chapter to be published in a newspaper 
shall be published once a week for four weeks in the newspaper which is, on the date of the first such publication, the official organ 
(as determined pursuant to Code Section 9-13-142) of the county which is or is to be the location of the main office of the financial 
institution.

(b)  The department may waive or modify any requirement to publish notice:
 (1)  In order to facilitate a merger, consolidation, or sale of assets pursuant to paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of Code Section 7-  
      1-601, whether with an existing bank or a bank newly organized as a successor to a failing bank;
 (2)  Whenever it determines that the public benefit is not significantly served by a second or subsequent publication in a situation 
      where a series of transactions would otherwise require multiple publications;
 (3)  Where a similar publication required by another state or federal regulator serves substantially the same purpose;
 (4)  By regulation or order, whenever it determines that a lesser number of publications will reduce administrative burden and will 
      adequately serve the public benefit of the notice; or
 (5)  For other reasons of regulatory parity.

(c)  The department may require proof of publication or modified publication having been completed prior to consummation of the 
underlying transaction.

7-1-68(c).  Publication of reports of condition summaries.

(c)  Every financial institution shall publish annually abstract summaries of two if its reports of condition designated for this purpose 
by the department and shall file proof of such publication with the department.  Such publication shall be made only once in a news-
paper of general circulation in the county of the main office of the institution.  The department may waive this requirement, in whole 
or in part, with respect to financial institutions which make their financial statements readily available to the public, including their cus-
tomer base, and with respect to a class of financial institutions which does not do business with the public generally and may limit the 
required publication to the customer base served by the institution.

7-1-68(d). Publication Requirement and Penalty

(d) Any financial institution which fails to prepare or publish any report or to furnish any proof of publication, in accordance with this 
Code section, or fails to provide any facts or information requested under subsection (a) of this Code section, shall pay the depart-
ment a penalty of $100.00 for each day after the time fixed by the department for filing such report, making such publication, or fur-
nishing such proof of publication, but the department may, in its discretion, relieve any financial institution from the payment of such 
penalty, in whole or in part, if good cause be shown. If a financial institution fails to pay a penalty from which it has not been relieved, 
the department may, through the Attorney General, maintain an action at law to recover it.
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7-1-70(a).  Records of the department of banking and finance kept confidential.

(a)  Records of the department, regardless of the medium by which stored, are confidential.  Except otherwise provided in this Code 
section, this chapter, or departmental rule or regulation, and, notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, such 
records shall not be open to inspection by or made available to the public.  The commissioner and all other officials and employees 
of the department shall not disclose facts and information obtained in the course of their duties, including information obtained from 
examinations, investigations, and reports as required or authorized in this part.  The department may, however, provide by rule, regu-
lation, or order for public access to certain records which, in the opinion of the commissioner, do not contain sensitive information and 
from which disclosure the public would benefit.

7-1-74.  Annual Report of Department of Banking and Commerce.

For each calendar year the department shall compile and publish an annual report in such form and containing such information as it 
may determine necessary to summarize reasonably its operations.  The report may contain recommendations which the department 
may have for changes in the laws governing financial institutions.

7-1-133.  Prohibited advertising.

(a)  No person or corporation doing business in this state shall advertise in or through any newspaper, radio, television, letters, cir-
culars, billheads, or in any way or through any medium seeking to induce any person to purchase an instrument which is purported 
to be insured or guaranteed in a manner comparable to an insured deposit or share account in any financial institution authorized to 
have such deposits or accounts when in fact such instrument does not possess comparable insurance coverage as determined by the 
department.  Whenever any person, firm, or corporation doing business in this state shall compare, in any such advertising media, an 
investment or a return on an investment, except an investment or return on an investment in the form of a deposit or share account, 
to a deposit or share account or a return on a deposit or share account in an authorized financial institution, it shall be clearly stated in 
such advertising or solicitation that the investment is not a deposit insured by a public body of the United States or of this state.

(b)  No person or corporation shall use the terms “savings,” “savings account,” “deposit,” or “withdrawal” or any equivalent thereof in 
any advertisement as above described in subsection (a) of this Code section indicating reference to instruments issued by or to be 
issued by the person or corporation.

7-1-198.  Liquidation of financial institutions.

(c)  The department shall forthwith give written or printed notice of the filing of an account to all corporations or persons whom it 
knows to be, or who claim to be depositors or other creditors or who have given to it notice claiming a right of attachment or execu-
tion.  Such notice shall also state that unless an exception to the account or to any item therein is filed with the principal court within 
30 days from the date of the filing thereof, it will be confirmed absolutely.  The department shall also advertise such notice in a news-
paper or newspapers as provided in this chapter, stating the date upon which it has filed its partial or final account and that all excep-
tions to the account must be filed within 30 days from the date of the filing of the account.  The department shall forthwith file with the 
court, under oath or affirmation, a statement that it has, in the manner provided by this chapter, sent both the notice of its determina-
tion to liquidate and the notice of its filing of an account to all corporations or persons entitled thereto.  The department shall also file 
the proofs of publication of the advertisements required by this Code section.

7-1-243 (c)(2).  Banking advertisements permitted.

(c)  Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to:

(2)  Prohibit advertisement in media distributed in or transmitted into this state by persons or corporations lawfully engaged in the 
banking or trust business outside of this state.

7-1-392(c).  Publication of Articles of Incorporation or a statement of application for proposed banking institutions.

(c)  The incorporators shall file with the department, in triplicate, the articles, together with title fee required by Code Section 7-1-862.  
Such filing shall constitute an application for a certificate of incorporation.  Immediately upon the filing of the articles, the department 
shall certify one copy thereof and return it to the applicants, who shall, in conformity with Code Section 7-1-7 and on the next busi-
ness day following the filing of the articles, transmit for publication a copy of the articles or, in lieu thereof, a statement in substantially 
the following form:

 ‘An application for a certificate of incorporation of a (bank, trust company, or bank and trust company) to know as the _____ and 
to be located at _____ in _____ County, Georgia, will be made to the Secretary of State of Georgia by (names and addresses of 
incorporators) in accordance with Chapter 1 of Title 7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, known as the ‘Financial Institutions 
Code of Georgia.’  A copy of the articles of incorporation of said proposed (bank, trust company, or bank and trust company) and the 
application have been filed with the Department of Banking and Finance.  The following persons have been proposed as the initial 
directors: (names and addresses of proposed directors).’

to the newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the main office will be located.  The articles or the statement must be 
Page 30



published one a week for two consecutive weeks with the first publication occurring within ten days of receipt by the newspaper of the 
articles of statement.

7-1-513.  Publication of articles of amendment for banking institutions.

When the articles of amendment are filed, the department shall certify one of the copies thereof and deliver the same to the bank or 
trust company.  The bank or trust company shall cause to be published in a publication as specified in the rules, regulations, or written 
policies of the department a copy of the articles of amendment or, in lieu thereof, a statement in substantially the following form:
 
An application for a certificate of amendment of its articles of incorporation has been made by (name of bank or trust company) by 
filing such application with the Department of Banking and Finance in accordance with the applicable provisions of Chapter 1 of Title 
7 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, known as the ‘Financial Institutions Code of Georgia.’  The (purpose) (purposes) of said 
articles of amendment (is) (are) (state the purpose of each amendment affected by the articles of amendment).

The articles of amendment or the statement must be published once a week for two consecutive weeks with the first publication 
occurring within ten days of receipt by the newspaper of the articles of amendment or statement.

7-1-532. (c)(d)(e) Publication of statement that the articles of merger or consolidation for a proposed merger have been filed.

(c) Together with the articles of merger, share exchange, or consolidation, the parties shall deliver to the department a copy of the 
notice of merger, share exchange, or consolidation and an undertaking, which may appear in the articles of merger, share exchange, 
or consolidation or be set forth in a letter or other instrument executed by an officer or any per-son authorized to act on behalf of such 
bank or trust company, that the request for publication of a notice of filing the articles of merger, share exchange, or consolidation and 
payment therefor will be made as required by subsection (d) of this Code section.

(d) No later than the next business day after filing the articles of merger, share exchange, or consolidation with the department, the 
parties shall mail or deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the main office of each 
party is located a notice which shall contain a statement that the articles of merger, share exchange, or consolidation have been filed 
with the department, the names of the institutions which are parties to the proposed merger, share exchange, or consolidation, and 
in the case of a merger the proposed name of the surviving bank or trust company, and shall designate a place where a copy of the 
articles of merger, share exchange, or consolidation may be examined. Subsections (b) and (c) of Code Section 7-1-7 shall also apply 
to the notice.

(e) The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the proper amount in payment 
of the cost of publication. The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after 
receipt of the notice by the newspaper.

7-1-552.  Merger or consolidation of financial institution.

(c)  In the case of a conversion, the national bank shall publish, in the manner prescribed by Code Section 7-1-532, a notice of the 
proposed conversion, setting forth its name and the name it proposes to use as a bank or trust company and designating the place 
where a copy of the plan of conversion may be examined.  The notice shall be published in the county of the main office of the nation-
al bank.

7-1-606(d).  Public Notice required before approval of acquisition, merger or consolidation granted.

(d)  The commissioner shall not grant any such contemplated approval until he or she first cause reasonable public notice of the pro-
posed action to be given in the area to be affected and until he or she shall first afford to the public an opportunity to submit, for the 
commissioner’s consideration, information, objections, and opinions as to the proposed action and its effect.  The notice requirement 
may not apply in the case of a streamlined procedure where the holding company meets certain qualifying criteria established by rule, 
regulation, or written policy of the department.
7-1-625(c).  Bank examination reports.

(c)  The department may enter into cooperative and reciprocal agreements with the bank regulatory authorities of any state for the 
periodic examination of bank holding companies and may accept reports of examination and other records from such authorities in 
lieu of conducting its own examinations.  The department may enter into joint actions with other regulatory bodies having concurrent 
jurisdiction or may enter into such actions independently to carry outs its responsibilities under this title and assure compliance with 
the laws of this state.  Any examinations or reports originated by Georgia or by another bank supervisory agency shall be deemed 
and treated as confidential according to Georgia law, and such confidentiality shall not be affected by the sharing of the examina-
tions or reports.  The department shall not be obligated to provide or disclose such examinations and reports to any third party.  
Agreements to share such examinations or reports shall contain provisions for dealing with confidentiality and subpoenas.

7-1-628.5 (b)(1).  Exam reports of out-of-state banks confidential.

(1)  The supervisor of the out-of-state state bank must agree to share with the commissioner examination reports prepared by the 
supervisor and any other information deemed necessary by the commissioner regarding such bank.  The exam reports from any other 
state shall be considered to be the other state’s property and shall be protected as confidential by Georgia law.
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7-1-682(c).  Conviction data on licensed sellers of checks or money orders.

(c)  The department shall be authorized to obtain conviction data with respect to any applicant or any person who is a director, offi-
cer, partner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant.  Upon receipt of information from 
the Georgia Crime Information Center that is incomplete or that indicates an applicant or any person who is a director ,officer, part-
ner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant has a criminal record in a state other than 
Georgia, the department shall submit to the Georgia Crime Information Center two complete sets of fingerprints of such applicant or 
such person, the required records search fees, and such other information as may be required. Upon receipt thereof, the Georgia 
Crime Information Center shall promptly transmit one set of finger prints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau 
records and an appropriate report and shall retain the other set and promptly conduct a search of its own records and records to 
which it has access.  The Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the department in writing of any derogatory finding, includ-
ing, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint records check, or if there is no such finding.  All convictions data 
received by the department shall be used by the department for the exclusive purpose of carrying out its responsibilities under this 
article, shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency except to any person 
or agency which otherwise has a legal right to inspect the file.  All such records shall be maintained by the department pursuant to 
laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center, as applicable.  As used in this subsection, ‘conviction data’ means a record of a finding, verdict, or plea of guilty or a plea of 
nolo contendere with regard to any crime, regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought.” 

7-1-684(f). Examination and investigation records by Department of Banking.

Examinations and investigations conducted under this article and information obtained by the department in the course of its duties 
under this article are confidential, except as provided in this subsection, pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 7-1-70.  In addi-
tion to the exceptions set forth in subsection (b) of Code Section 7-1-70, the department is authorized to share information obtained 
under this article with other state and federal regulatory agencies or law enforcement authorities.  In the case of such sharing, the 
safeguards to confidentiality already in place within such agencies or authorities shall be deemed adequate.  The commissioner or an 
examiner specifically designated may disclose such limited information as is necessary to conduct a civil or administrative investiga-
tion or proceeding.  Information contained in the records of the department which is not confidential and may be made available to the 
public either on the department’s website or upon receipt by the department of a written request shall include:  
 (1) The name, business address, and telephone, fax and license number of a licensee or registrant;
 (2) The names and titles of the principal officers;
 (3)  The name of the owner or owners therof;
 (4)  The business address of a licensee’s or registrant’s agent for service;
 (5)  The terms of or a copy of any bond filed by a licensee or registrant; and
 (6)  The name, business address, telephone number, and fax number of all agents of a licensee.

7-1-702(c).  Conviction data of check cashier applicants.

(c)  The department shall be authorized to obtain conviction data with respect to any applicant or any person who is a director, offi-
cer, partner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant.  Upon receipt of information from 
the Georgia Crime Information Center that is incomplete or that indicates an applicant or any person who is a director ,officer, part-
ner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant has a criminal record in a state other than 
Georgia, the department shall submit to the Georgia Crime Information Center two complete sets of fingerprints of such applicant or 
such person, the required records search fees, and such other information as may be required.  Upon receipt thereof, the Georgia 
Crime Information Center shall promptly transmit one set of finger prints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau 
records and an appropriate report and shall retain the other set and promptly conduct a search of its own records and records to 
which it has access.  The Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the department in writing of any derogatory finding, includ-
ing, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint records check, or if there is no such finding.  All convictions data 
received by the department shall be used by the department for the exclusive purpose of carrying out its responsibilities under this 
article, shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency except to any person 
or agency which otherwise has a legal right to inspect the file.  All such records shall be maintained by the department pursuant to 
laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center, as applicable.  As used in this subsection, ‘conviction data’ means a record of a finding, verdict, or plea of guilty or a plea of 
nolo contendere with regard to any crime, regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought.” 

7-1-704(b), (g).  Examination and investigation results.

(b) To assure compliance with the provisions of this article and in consideration of any application to renew a license or registration 
pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 7-1-703, the department or its designated agent may examine the books and records of 
any licensee or registrant to the same extent as it is authorized to examine financial institutions under this chapter. Each licensee or 
registrant shall pay an examination fee as established by regulations of the department to cover the cost of such examination. The 
department, in its discretion, may:

   (1) Make such public or private investigations within or outside of this state as it deems necessary to determine whether any person 
has violated this article or any rule, regulation, or order under this article, to aid in the enforcement of this article, or to assist in the 
prescribing of rules and regulations pursuant to this article;

   (2) Require or permit any person to file a statement in writing, under oath or otherwise as the department determines, as to all the 
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facts and circumstances concerning the matter to be investigated;

   (3) Disclose information concerning any violation of this article or any rule, regulation, or order under this article, provided the infor-
mation is derived from a final order of the department; and

   (4) Disclose the imposition of an administrative fine or penalty under this article.

(g) Examinations and investigations conducted under this article and information obtained by the department in the course of its duties 
under this article are confidential, except as provided in this subsection pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 7-1-70. In addition 
to the exceptions set forth in subsection (b) of Code Section 7-1-70, the department is authorized to share information obtained under 
this article with other state and federal regulatory agencies or law enforcement authorities. In the case of such sharing, the safeguards 
to confidentiality already in place within such agencies or authorities shall be deemed adequate. The commissioner or an examiner 
specifically designated may disclose such limited information as is necessary to conduct a civil or administrative investigation or pro-
ceeding. Information contained in the records of the department that is not confidential and may be made available to the public either 
on the department’s website or upon receipt by the department of a written request shall include:

   (1) The name, business address, and telephone, facsimile, and license numbers of a licensee or registrant;

   (2) The names and titles of the principal officers;

   (3) The name of the owner or owners thereof;

   (4) The business address of a licensee’s or registrant’s agent for service; and

   (5) The name, business address, telephone number, and facsimile number of all locations of a licensee.

7-1-1002(b).  Transaction of mortgage business without a license- availability of information regarding revoked licenses.

(b)  On and after July 1, 1995, it is prohibited for any person, as defined in Code Section 7-1-1000, including a corporation but not 
including any natural person who purchases five or fewer mortgage loans in any one calendar year, knowingly to purchase, sell, or 
transfer one or more mortgage loans or loan applications from or to a mortgage broker or mortgage lender who is neither licensed 
nor exempt from the licensing or registration provisions of this article.  Such a purchase shall not affect the obligation of the borrower 
under the terms of the mortgage loan.  The department shall provide for distribution or availability of information regarding approved 
or revoked licenses.
7-1-1004(e).  Financial Institutions- convictions data of mortgage license applicant.

(e) The department shall be authorized to obtain conviction data with respect to any applicant or any person who is a director, offi-
cer, partner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant.  Upon receipt of information from 
the Georgia Crime Information Center that is incomplete or that indicates an applicant or any person who is a director ,officer, part-
ner, agent, employee, or ultimate equitable owner of 10 percent or more of the applicant has a criminal record in a state other than 
Georgia, the department shall submit to the Georgia Crime Information Center two complete sets of fingerprints of such applicant or 
such person, the required records search fees, and such other information as may be required.  Upon receipt thereof, the Georgia 
Crime Information Center shall promptly transmit one set of finger prints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau 
records and an appropriate report and shall retain the other set and promptly conduct a search of its own records and records to 
which it has access.  The Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the department in writing of any derogatory finding, includ-
ing, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint records check, or if there is no such finding.  All convictions data 
received by the department shall be used by the department for the exclusive purpose of carrying out its responsibilities under this 
article, shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency except to any person 
or agency which otherwise has a legal right to inspect the file.  All such records shall be maintained by the department pursuant to 
laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center, as applicable.  As used in this subsection, ‘conviction data’ means a record of a finding, verdict, or plea of guilty or a plea of 
nolo contendere with regard to any crime, regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought. 

7-1-1004(f).  Mortgage lender and broker investigation records.

(f)  All conviction data received by the department shall be used by the department for the exclusive purpose of carrying out the 
responsibilities of this article, shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency 
except to any person or agency which otherwise has a legal right to inspect the file.

7-1-1004 (g).     Criminal history records of financial license applicants

(g)  Upon receipt of fingerprints, fees and other required information, the Georgia Crime Information Center shall promptly transmit 
one set of fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau records and an appropriate report and shall retain 
the other set and promptly conduct a search of its own records and records to which it has access.  The Georgia Crime Information 
Center shall notify the department in writing of any derogatory finding, including but not limited to , any conviction data regarding the 
fingerprint records clerk, or if there is no such finding.  All conviction data received by the department of by the applicant or licensee 
shall be used by the party requesting such data for the exclusive purpose of carrying out the responsibilities of this article, shall not be 
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a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency except to any person or agency which 
otherwise has a legal right to inspect the file. 

7-1-1009(c)(3),(4),(f).  Disclosure by Dept. of Banking Violation by or imposition of fine/penalty upon financial institution allowed; 
examination/investigation information of financial institutions general confidential, exceptions.

(3)  Disclose information concerning any violation of this article or any rule, regulation, or order under this article, provided the infor-
mation is derived from a final order of the department; and

(4)  Disclose the imposition of an administrative fine or penalty under this article.

(f)  Examinations and investigations conducted under this article and information obtained by the department in the course of its 
duties under this article are confidential, except as provided in this subsection, pursuant to the provisions of Code Section 7-1-70.  In 
addition to the exceptions set forth in subsection (b) of code Section 7-1-70 and in paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of this Code sec-
tion, the department is authorized to share information obtained under this article with other state and federal regulatory agencies or 
law enforcement authorities.  Additionally, the commissioner or an examiner specifically designated may disclose such limited infor-
mation as is necessary to conduct a civil or administrative investigation or proceeding.  In the case of such sharing, the safeguards to 
confidentiality already in place within such agencies or authorities shall be deemed adequate.  Information contained in the records of 
the department which is not confidential and may be made available to the public upon receipt by the department of a written request 
shall include the name, business address, and license number of a licensee or registrant and the owner or owners thereof, the name 
and business address of a licensee’s or registrant’s agent for service, and the terms of or a copy of any bond filed by a licensee or 
registrant.

7-1-1016(1)(A).   Advertising of loans and mortgage brokers

In addition to such other rules, regulations, and policies as the department may promulgate to effectuate the purpose of this article, 
the department shall prescribe regulations governing the advertising of mortgage loans, including, without limitation, the following 
requirements:

   (1) (A) Advertisements for loans regulated under this article shall not be false, misleading, or deceptive. No person whose activities 
are regulated under this article shall advertise in any manner so as to indicate or imply that its interest rates or charges for loans are 
in any way “recommended,” “approved,” “set,” or “established” by the state or this article.

      (B) An advertisement shall not include an individual’s loan number, loan amount, or other publicly available information unless it is 
clearly and conspicuously stated in boldface type at the beginning of the advertisement that the person disseminating it is not autho-
rized by, in sponsorship with, or otherwise affiliated with the individual’s lender, which shall be identified by name. Such an advertise-
ment shall also state that the loan information contained therein was not provided by the recipient’s lender;

   (2) All advertisements, including websites, disseminated by a licensee or a registrant in this state by any means shall contain the 
name, license number, Nationwide Mortgage Licensing System and Registry unique identifier, and an office address of such licensee 
or registrant, which shall conform to a name and address on record with the department; and

   (3) No mortgage broker or mortgage lender licensee shall advertise its services in Georgia in any media disseminated in this state, 
whether print or electronic, without the words “Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee” or, for those advertisers licensed in more than 
one state, a listing of Georgia as a state in which the advertiser is licensed.  

8-2-23(a)(1). Public hearing to amend state building, plumbing, and electrical codes.

“(a)(1) The department, with the approval of the board, may from time to time revise and amend the state minimum standard codes 
either on its own motion or upon recommendation from any citizen, profession, state agency, or political subdivision of the state. Upon 
approval by a majority of the board, each such amendment, modificaiton, or new provision shall be held to be in full force and effect 
as if it were included in the original adopted code. Prior to the adoption of any proposed amendment, modification, or new provision, 
the department shall conduct such public hearings as are required by Chapter 13 of Title 50, the ‘Georgia Administrative Procedure 
Act,’ for the adoption of rules. Such public hearings shall be conducted at such places, on such dates, and at such times as may be 
determined by the department.

8-3-74.  Sale of Housing Bonds.

The bonds may be sold at not less than par at public sale held after notice has been published once at least five days prior to such 
sale in a newspaper having a general circulation in the city or the county and in a financial newspaper published in the City of New 
York, New York, or in the City of Atlanta, Georgia, provided that such bonds may be sold at not less than par to the federal govern-
ment or to an institution insured by an agency of the federal government at private sale without any public advertisement.

8-3-103.  Public hearings on adoption of resolution for housing bonds.

The governing body of a county shall not adopt any resolution authorized by Code Section 8-3-100, 8-3-102, and 8-3-104 unless a 
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public hearing has first been held.  The  clerk of such county shall give notice of the time, place, and purpose of the public hearing at 
least ten days prior to the day on which the hearing is to be held.  Such notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper published 
in such county or, if there is no newspaper published in such county, in a newspaper published in the state and having a general 
circulation in such county.  Upon the date fixed for such public hearing, an opportunity to be heard shall be granted to all residents of 
such county and to all other interested persons.

8-3-202.  Fair Housing.  
(a)  Except as exempted by subsection (b) or (d) of this Code section or Code Section 8-3-205,   it  shall be unlawful:
 (1)  To refuse to sell or rent after the making of a bona fide offer, or to refuse to negotiate for the sale or rental of, or otherwise    
      make unavailable or deny, a dwelling to any person because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national ori
      gin;
 (2)  To discriminate against any person in the terms, conditions, or privileges of sale or rental of a dwelling, or in the provision of 
      services or facilities in connection therewith, because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status,  or national origin;
 (3)  To make, print, or publish or cause to be made, printed, or published any notice, statement, or advertisement, with respect to 
      the sale or rental of a dwelling, that indicates any preference, limitation, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, 
 handicap, familial status,  or national origin, or an intention to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination;
(b)   (1)  Nothing in this Code section, other than paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section, shall apply to:
 (A)  Any single-family dwelling sold or rented by  an owner; if:
 (i)  Such private individual owner does not own more than three such single-family dwellings at  any one time;
 (ii)  Such bona fide private individual owner does not own any interest in, nor is there owned or reserved on his behalf, under any  
express or voluntary agreement, title to or any right to all or a portion of the proceeds from the sale or rental of more than three  
 such single-family dwellings at any one time;
 (iii)  Such dwelling is sold or rented:
 (I)  Without the use in any manner of the sales or rental facilities or the sales or rental services of any real estate broker, agent,  
 or salesman, or of such facilities or services of any person in the business of selling or renting dwellings, or of any employee or  
 agent of any such broker, agent, salesman, or person; and 
 (II)  Without the publication, posting, or mailing, after notice, of any advertisement or written notice in violation of subsection (c) of  
this Code section; but nothing in this paragraph shall prohibit the use of attorneys, escrow agents, abstractors, title companies,  
 and other such professional assistance as necessary to perfect or transfer the title; or
 (B)  Rooms or units in dwellings containing living quarters occupied or intended to be occupied by no more than four families liv 
 ing independently of each other, if the owner actually maintains and occupies one of such living quarters as his residence.
 (2)  In the case of the sale of any such single-family dwelling by a private individual owner not residing in such dwelling at the  
 time of such sale or who was not the most recent resident of such dwelling prior to such sale, 
 the exemption granted by this subsection shall apply only with respect to one such sale within  any 24 month period.

9-8-10.  Adoption.  Where service cannot be made in other ways.

If service cannot be made by either of these methods, that parent shall be given notice by publication once a week for three weeks in 
the official organ of the county where the petition has been filed and of the county of his last known address.

9-11-4(f)(1)(C).  Service of Summons-publication.

(C)  Publication.  When the court orders service by publication, the clerk shall cause the publication to be made in the paper in which 
sheriff’s advertisements are printed, four times within the ensuing 60 days, publications to be at least seven days apart.  The party 
obtaining the order shall, at the time of filing, deposit the cost of publication.  The published notice shall contain the name of the par-
ties plaintiff and defendant, with a caption setting forth the court, the character of the action, the date the action was filed, the date of 
the order for service by publication, and a notice directed and addressed to the party to be thus served, commanding him or her to file 
with the clerk and serve upon the plaintiff’s attorney an answer within 60 days of the date of the order for service by publication and 
shall bear teste in the name of the judge and shall be signed by the clerk of the court.  Where the residence or abiding place of the 
absent or nonresident party is known, the party obtaining the order shall advise the clerk thereof; and it shall be the duty of the clerk, 
within 15 days after filing of the order for 
service by the publication , to enclose, direct, stamp, ad mail a copy of the notice, together with a copy of the order for service by pub-
lication and complaint, if any, to the party named in the order at his or her last known address, if any, and make an entry of this action 
on the complaint or other pleadings filed in the case.  The copy of the noticed to be mailed to the nonresident shall be a duplicate 
copy of the newspaper but need not necessarily be a copy of the newspaper itself.  When service by publication is ordered, personal 
service of a copy of the summons, complaint, and order of publication outside the state in lieu of publication shall be equivalent to 
serving notice by publication and to mailing when proved to the satisfaction of the judge or otherwise.  The defendant shall have 30 
days from the date of such personal service outside the state on which to file defensive pleadings.

9-11-11.1.  Protection against suits infringing First Amendment rights.

(a)  The General Assembly of Georgia finds and declares that it is in the public interest to encourage participation by the citizens of 
Georgia in matters of public significance through the exercise of their constitutional rights of freedom of speech and the right to peti-
tion government for redress of grievances.  The General Assembly of Georgia further finds and declares that the valid exercise of 
the constitutional rights of freedom of speech and the right to petition government for a redress of grievances should not be chilled 
through abuse of the judicial process.
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(b)  For any claim asserted against a person or entity arising from an act by that person or entity which could reasonably be con-
strued as an act in furtherance of the right of free speech or the right to petition government for a redress of grievances under the 
Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of the State of Georgia in connection with an issue of public interest or concern, 
both the party asserting the claim and the party’s attorney of record, if any, shall be required to file, contemporaneously with t he 
pleading containing the claim, a written verification under oath as set for in Code Section 9-10-113.  Such written verification shall 
certify that the party and his or her attorney of record, if any, have read the claim; that to the best of their knowledge, information, 
and belief formed after reasonable inquiry it is well grounded in fact and is warranted by existing law or a good faith argument for the 
extension, modification, or reversal of existing law; that the act forming the basis for the claim is not a privileged communication under 
paragraph (4) of Code Section 51-5-7; and that the claim is not interposed for any improper purpose such as to suppress a person’s 
or entity’s right of free speech or right to petition government, or to harass, or to cause unnecessary delay or needless increase in 
the cost of litigation.  If the claim is not verified as required by this subsection, it shall be stricken unless it is verified within ten days 
after the omission is called to the attention of the party asserting the claim.  If a claim is verified in violation of this Code section, the 
court, upon motion or upon its own initiative, shall impose upon the persons who signed the verification, a represented party, or both 
an appropriate sanction which may include dismissal of the claim and an order to pay to the other party or parties the amount of the 
reasonable expenses incurred because of the filing of the pleading, including a reasonable attorney’s fee.

(c)  As used in this Code section, ‘act in furtherance of the right of free speech or the right to petition government for a redress of 
grievances under the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of the State of Georgia in connection  with an issue of pub-
lic interest or concern’ includes any written or oral statement, writing, or petition made before or to a legislative, executive, or judicial 
proceeding, or any other official proceeding authorized by law, or any written or oral statement, writing, or petition made in connection 
with an issue under consideration or review by a legislative, executive, or judicial body, or any other official proceeding authorized by 
law.

(d)  All discovery and any pending hearings or motions in the action shall be stayed upon the filing of a motion to dismiss or a motion 
to strike made pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section.  The motion shall be heard not more than 30 days after service unless 
the emergency matters before the court require a later hearing.  The court, on noticed motion and for good cause shown, may order 
that specified discovery or other hearings or motions be conducted notwithstanding this subsection.

(e)  Nothing in this Code section shall affect or preclude the right of any party to any recovery otherwise authorized by common law, 
statute, law, or rule.”

9-13-140.  Advertising; Publication of sales of land and other property.

“(a)  The sheriff, coroner, or other officer shall publish weekly for four weeks in the legal organ for the county, or if there is no news-
paper designated as such, then in the nearest newspaper having the largest general circulation in such county, notice of all sales of 
land and other property executed by the officer.  In the advertisement the officer shall give a full and complete description of the prop-
erty to be sold, making known the names of the plaintiff, the defendant, and any person who may be in the possession of the prop-
erty.  In the case of real property, such advertisement shall include the legal description of such real property and may include the 
street address of such real property, if available, but provided that no foreclosure shall be invalidated by the failure to include a street 
address or by the insertion of an erroneous street address.”

9-13-141.  Timing of advertisements for legal notices.

In all cases where the law requires citations, notices, or advertisements by probate court judges, clerks, sheriffs, county bailiffs, 
administrators, executors, guardians, trustees, or others to be published in a newspaper for 30 days or for four weeks or once a 
week for four weeks, it shall be sufficient and legal to publish the same once a week for four weeks, that is, one insertion each week 
for each of the four weeks, immediately preceding  the term or day when the order is to be granted or the sale is to take place.  The 
number of days between the date of the first publication and the term or day when the order is to be granted or the sale is to take 
place, whether more or less than 30 days, shall not in any manner invalidate or render irregular the notice, citation, advertisement, 
order, or sale.

9-13-142. Requirements to be considered Legal Organ.

(a)  No journal or newspaper published in this state shall be declared, made, or maintained as the official organ of any county for the 
publication of sheriff’s sales, citations of probate court judges, or any other advertising commonly known in terms of ‘official or legal 
advertising’ and required by law to be published in such county official newspaper unless the newspaper shall meet and maintain the 
following qualifications:

(1)  ‘Newspaper’ as used in this Code section means a printed product of multiple pages containing not greater than 75 percent 
advertising content in no more than one-half of its issues during the previous 12 months, excluding separate advertising supplements 
inserted into but separately identifiable from any regular issue or issues of the newspaper.

(2)  The newspaper shall be published within the county and continuously at least weekly for a period of two years or is the direct suc-
cessor of such a newspaper.  Failure to publish for not more than two weeks in any calendar year shall not disqualify a newspaper 
otherwise qualified.

(3)  For a period of two years prior to designation and thereafter, the newspaper shall have and maintain at least 75 percent paid cir-
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culation as established by an independent audit.  Paid circulation shall not include newspapers that are distributed free or in connec-
tion with a service or promotion at no additional charge to the ultimate recipient.  For circulation to be considered paid, the recipient of 
the newspaper or such recipient’s employer or household must pay reasonable and adequate consideration for the newspaper.  No 
rules of circulation of audit companies, the U.S. Postal Service, or accounting principles may be considered in determining paid circu-
lation if they are inconsistent with the provisions of this subsection.

(4)  Based on the published results of the 1990 United States decennial census or any future census, the newspaper shall have and 
maintain at least the following paid circulation within the county for which it is designated as the legal organ newspaper:

 (A)  Five hundred copies per issue in counties having a population of less than 20,000;
 
 (B)  Seven hundred fifty copies per issue in counties having a population of at least 20,000 but less than 100,000; or

 (C)  One thousand five hundred copies per issue in counties having a population of 100,000 or greater.

  (5)  For purposes of this Code section, paid circulation shall include home or mail delivery subscription sales, counter, vendor and 
newsrack sales, and sales to independent newspaper contract carriers for resale.  Paid circulation shall not include multiple cop-
ies purchased by one entity unless the multiple copies are purchased for and distributed to the purchaser’s officers, employees, or 
agents, or within the purchaser’s household.

(b)  However, in counties where no journal or newspaper meets the qualifications set forth in subsection (a) of this code section, the 
official organ may be designated by the judge of the probate court, sheriff, and the clerk of the superior court, a majority of these offi-
cers governing from among newspapers otherwise qualified to be a legal organ that meet the minimum circulation in the preceding 
subsection for the county, or if there is no such newspaper, then the newspaper having the greatest general paid circulation in the 
county.

(c)  Any selection or change in the official organ of any county shall be made upon the concurrent action of the judge of the probate 
court, the sheriff, and the clerk of the superior court of the county or a majority of the officers.  No change in the official legal organ 
shall be effective without the publication for four weeks of notice of the decision to make a change in the newspaper in which legal 
advertisements have previously been published.  All changes in the official legal organ shall be made effective on January 1 unless a 
change has be to be made where there is no other qualified newspaper.

(d)  Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Code section, an official organ of any county meeting the qualifications under the stat-
ute in force at the time of its appointment and which was appointed prior to July 1, 1999 may remain the official organ of that county 
until a majority of the judge of the probate court, the sheriff, and the clerk of the superior court determine to appoint a new official 
organ for the county.

(e)  During the month of December in each year the judge of the probate court of each county shall notify the Secretary of State, on a 
form supplied by the Secretary of State, of the name and mailing address of the journal or newspaper currently serving as the official 
organ of the county.  The judge of the probate court shall also likewise notify the Secretary of State of any change in the official organ 
of the county at the time that such change is made.  The Secretary of State shall maintain at all times a current listing of the names 
and addresses of all county organs and shall make such list available to any person upon request.”

9-13-143.  Rates For Legal Advertisements.

(a)  The rates to be allowed to publishers for publishing legal advertisements shall be as follows:
 (1) For each 100 words, not more than the sum of $10.00 for each insertion for the first four insertions;
 (2)  For each subsequent insertion, not more than the sum of $9.00 per 100 words.
In all cases fractional parts shall be charged for at the same rates.

(b)  For the purpose of the computation in subsection (a) of this Code section, a block of numbers or a block of letters and numbers 
shall be counted as one word.  If the block of numbers or letters or any combination thereof contains a hyphen, a semicolon, a colon, 
or other similar character or punctuation mark, the block shall still be counted as one word, provided there are no intervening spaces.  
When an intervening space does occur, this space shall mark the start of a new word.

(c)  No judge of the probate court, sheriff, coroner, clerk, marshal, or other officer shall receive or collect from the parties, plaintiff or 
defendant, other or greater rates than set forth in this Code section.

9-13-144.  Alternate advertising when rates not agreed on.

(a)  If the judge of the probate court, the sheriff, or other officer is unable to procure advertisements at the rate prescribed in Code 
Section 9-13-143 in a newspaper published at the county site of the county, he may have the advertisements published in any news-
paper in this state having the largest general circulation in the county, provided that any paper published in the county shall be next 
entitled to the public advertisements and provided, further, that the rates shall be agreed upon.
(b)  If contracts cannot be made with newspapers at the rates prescribed, then the sheriff and the judge of the probate court or other 
advertising officers shall post their advertisements at the courthouse and in a public place in each militia district in the county for the
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length of time required by law for advertising in newspapers.

9-13-161.  Where and when sales under execution held; change of place of public sales by court order.

(a)  Unless otherwise provided, sales of property taken under execution shall be made by the sheriffs or coroners only at the court-
house of the county where the levy was made on the first Tuesday in each month, between the hours of 10:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M., 
and at public outcry; provided, however, that, should the first Tuesday of the month fall on New Year’s Day or Independence Day, 
such sales shall take place on the immediately following Wednesday.

(c)  By general order of the presiding judge of the superior court of the county, published in the official newspaper of the county and 
entered on the minutes of the court, all sales of property under execution within a county may be held at a place other than at the 
courthouse when, in the opinion of the judge, the holding of such sales before the courthouse door would create an undue traffic haz-
ard or unnecessarily endanger the person or property of persons using the public streets.  However, no such property shall be sold at 
a place different from that shown in the advertisement of the sale.  Any change in the place of such sales within any county, as herein 
provided, shall also apply to all public sales within the county required to be conducted in the manner of sheriff’s sales.
9-13-161.1.  Change of Location.  

(a)  In any county of this state having a population of 600,000 or more according to the United States decennial census of 1990 or 
any future such census, the chief judge of the superior court shall be authorized and empowered to provide, by general order pub-
lished in the official newspaper of the county and also in two other newspapers having general circulation in such county and entered 
upon the minutes of the court, that all sales of personal property by the sheriff of such county may be held at a place other than at the 
courthouse where, in the opinion of the chief judge, the holding of such sales before the courthouse door would create an undue traf-
fic hazard or unnecessarily endanger the person or property of persons using the public streets.

10-1-310.  Scalping Tickets -  Advertising.

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any ticket of admission or other evidence of the right of entry to any 
football game, basketball game, baseball game, soccer game, hockey game, or tennis or golf tournament for a price in excess of the 
price printed on the ticket; provided, however, that a service charge not to exceed $3.00 may be charged when tickets or other evi-
dences of the right of entry are sold by an authorized ticket agent through places of established business licensed to do business by 
the municipality or county, where applicable, in which such places of business are located.
(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale any ticket of admission or other evidence of the right of entry to any 
entertainment event not covered by subsection (a) of this Code section, including but not limited to, athletic contests, concerts, theater 
performances, or other entertainments, amusements, or exhibitions to which the general public is admitted, for a price in excess of the 
price printed on the ticket; provided, however, that the owner, operator, lessee, or tenant of the property on which such entertainment 
event is to be held or is being held may authorize, in writing, any person to charge a service charge for the sale or selling of such tick-
et, privilege, or license of admission in addition to the price printed on the ticket.  Such writing shall specify the amount of the service 
charge to be charged for the sale or selling of each ticket, privilege, or license of admission.

(c)  Any advertisement, announcement, or poster for any event covered by this Code section which includes the price of admission 
shall specify the amount of the service charge to be charged for the sale or selling of each ticket, privilege, or license of admission 
and such advertisement shall be clearly and conspicuously stated.”

10-1-393(b)(4).  Phone Number Listing - Misleading

(b)(4) (For effective date, see note.) (A) Using deceptive representations or designations of geographic origin in connection with goods 
or services. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, it is specifically declared to be unlawful:

         (i) For any nonlocal business to cause to be listed in any local telephone directory a local telephone number for the business if 
calls to the local telephone number are routinely forwarded or otherwise transferred to the nonlocal business location that is outside 
the calling area covered by such local telephone directory or to a toll-free number which does not have a local address and the listing 
fails to state clearly the principal place of business of the nonlocal business;

         (ii) For any person operating a business to cause to be listed in any local telephone directory a toll-free number for the business 
if the listing fails to state clearly the principal place of business of such business; or

         (iii) For any person to use an assumed or fictitious name in the conduct of such person’s business, if the use of such name 
could reasonably be construed to be a misrepresentation of the geographic origin or location of such person’s business.

      (B) For purposes of this paragraph, the term:

         (i)  “Local” or “local area” means the area in which any particular telephone directory is distributed or otherwise provided free of 
charge to some or all telecommunications services subscribers.

         (ii)  “Local telephone directory” means any telecommunications services directory, directory assistance data base, or other 
directory listing which is distributed or otherwise provided free of charge to some or all telecommunications services subscribers in 
any area of this state and includes such directories distributed by telecommunications companies as well as such directories distrib-
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uted by other parties.

         (iii)  “Local telephone number” means any telecommunications services number which is not clearly identifiable as a long-
distance telecommunications services number and which has a three-number prefix typically used by the local telecommunications 
company for telecommunications services devices physically located within the local area.

         (iv)  “Nonlocal business” means any business which does not have within the local area a physical place of business providing 
the goods or services which are the subject of the advertisement or listing in question.

         (v)  “Telecommunications company” shall have the same meaning as provided in Code Section 46-5-162.

         (vi) “Telecommunications services” shall have the same meaning as provided in Code Section 46-5-162.

         (vii)  “Telecommunications services subscriber” means a person or entity to whom telecommunications services, either residen-
tial or commercial, are provided;

10-1-393 (21).   Advertising “976” numbers.  

Advertising a telephone number the prefix of which is 976 and which when called automatically imposes a per-call charge or cost to 
the consumer, other than a regular  charge imposed for long-distance telephone service, unless the advertisement contains the name, 
address, and telephone number of the person responsible for the advertisement and unless the person’s telephone number and the 
per-call charge is printed in type of the same size as that of the number being advertised.

10-1-393(30).  Fair Business Practices Act/Home Health Agencies and Services.

 (30)  With respect to any individual or facility providing home health services:
 (A)  For any person or entity not duly licensed by the Department of Human Resources as a home health agency to regularly  
 hold itself out as a home health agency, or
 (B)  For any person or entity not duly licensed by the Department of Human Resources as a home health agency to utilize the  
 words ‘home health’ or ‘home health services’ in any manner including but not limited to advertisements, brochures, or letters.   
 Unless otherwise prohibited by law, nothing in this subparagraph shall be construed to prohibit persons or entities from using the  
 words ‘home health’ or ‘home health services’ in conjunction with the words ‘equipment,’ ‘durable medical equipment,’ ‘pharma 
 cy,’  ‘pharmaceutical services,’ ‘prescription medications,’ ‘infusion therapy,’ or ‘supplies’ in any manner including but not limited to  
 advertisements, brochures, or letters.  An unlicensed person or entity may advertise under the category ‘home health services’ in  
 any advertising publication which divides its advertisements into categories, provided that:
 (i)  The advertisement is not placed in the category with the intent to mislead or deceive;
 (ii)  The use of the advertisement in the category is not part of an unfair or deceptive practice; and
 (iii)  The advertisement is not otherwise unfair, deceptive, or misleading.

10-1-393(d).  Fair Business Practice Act Identity of Complainants

(d)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, the names, addresses, telephone numbers, social security num-
bers, or any other information which could reasonably serve to identify any person making a complaint about unfair or deceptive acts 
or practices shall be confidential. However, the complaining party may consent to public release of his or her identity by giving such 
consent expressly, affirmatively, and directly to the administrator or administrator’s employees.

   (2) Nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed:

      (A) To prevent the administrator from disclosing the complainant’s identity if the administrator believes that disclosure will aid in 
resolution of the complaint;

      (B) To prohibit any valid discovery under the relevant discovery rules; or

      (C) To prohibit the lawful subpoena of such information.

10-1-393.8 (a) & (b).  Social Security numbers display notice.

a)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, a person, firm, or corporation shall not:
 (1) Publicly post or publicly display in any manner an individual’s social security number.  As used in this Code section, ‘publicly  
 post’ or ‘publicly display’ means to intentionally communicate or otherwise make available to the general public;
 (2) Require an individual to transmit his or her social security number over the Internet, unless the connection is secure or the
 social security number is encrypted; or 
 (3) Require an individual to use his or her social security number to access an Internet website, unless a password or unique per- 
 sonal identification number or other authentication device is also required to access the Internet website.
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10-1-393.13.  Telemarketing Practices

   (a) As used in this Code section, the term:

   (1) “ADAD equipment” means any device or system of devices which is used, whether alone or in conjunction with other equipment, 
for the purpose of automatically selecting or dialing telephone numbers and disseminating prerecorded messages to the numbers so 
selected or dialed.

   (2) “Business” means any corporation, partnership, proprietorship, firm, enterprise, franchise, association, organization, self-em-
ployed individual, trust, or other legal entity.

   (3) “Caller identification service” means a type of telephone service which permits subscribers to see the telephone number of 
incoming telephone calls.

   (4) “In this state” means the call:

      (A) Originates from this state; or

      (B) Is directed by the caller to this state and received at the place to which it is directed.

   (5) “Subscriber” means a person or business that has subscribed to telephone service from a local exchange company or mobile, 
wireless, or other telephone service provider or other persons living, residing, or working with such person or business.

   (6) “Telephone solicitation” means any voice communication from a live operator, through the use of ADAD equipment or by other 
means, over a telephone line or computer network for the purpose of encouraging the purchase or rental of, or investment in, prop-
erty, goods, or services or donation to any organization, but shall not include communications:

      (A) To any subscriber with that subscriber’s prior express invitation or permission;

      (B) By or on behalf of any person or entity with whom a subscriber has a prior or current business or personal relationship; or

      (C) Which convey a political message.

(b) Without otherwise limiting the definition of unfair or deceptive acts or practices under this part and without limiting any other Code 
section under this part, in connection with a telephone solicitation:

   (1) At the beginning of such call, the person or entity making the call shall state clearly the identity of the person or entity initiating 
the call;

   (2) No person or entity who makes a telephone solicitation to the telephone line of a subscriber in this state shall knowingly utilize 
any method to block or otherwise circumvent such subscriber’s use of a caller identification service;

   (3) The telephone number displayed on the caller identification service shall be a working telephone number capable of receiving 
incoming calls at the time the call is placed; and

   (4) The identity of the caller displayed on the caller identification service shall accurately reflect the identity of the caller.

(c) Notwithstanding Code Section 10-1-399, a claim of a violation of this Code section may be brought in a representative capacity 
and may be the subject of a class action under Code Section 9-11-23. Damages for such violation shall be the greater of actual dam-
ages or $10.00 per violation.

10-1-404(d).  Fair Business Practice Act Hearings and Investigation

(d) (1) Information obtained pursuant to investigative demands, subpoenas, oaths, affirmations, or hearings enforced by this part 
shall not be made public or, except as authorized in paragraph (2) of this subsection, disclosed by the administrator or his employees 
beyond the extent necessary for the enforcement of this part.

10-1-420.  Advertising without intending to sell on stated terms prohibited; penalty.

(a)  No person, firm, or corporation shall offer for sale merchandise, commodities, or services by making, publishing, disseminating, 
circulating, or placing before the public within this state in a newspaper or other publication, or in the form of a book, notice, hand-
bill, poster, sign, billboard, bill, circular, pamphlet, letter, photograph, motion picture, or by radio, loud-speaker, telephone, television, 
telegraph, or in any other way, or advertise merchandise, commodities, or services with intent, design, or purpose not to sell the mer-
chandise, commodities, or services so advertised or offered for sale at the price or upon the terms stated therein or otherwise commu-
nicated, or with intent not to sell the merchandise, commodities, or services so advertised.
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(b)  Any person, firm, or corporation violating this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

10-1-421.  False or fraudulent statements in advertising prohibited; broadcaster or publisher acting in good faith excepted; penalties.

(a)  No person, firm, corporation, or association or any employee thereof, with intent directly or indirectly to dispose of real or personal 
property or to perform services, professional or otherwise, or to do anything of any nature whatsoever to induce the public to enter 
into any obligation relating thereto, shall make or disseminate or cause to be made or disseminated before the public in this state, in 
any newspaper or other publication, radio, television, or advertising device or by public outcry or proclamation or any other manner 
or means whatever, any statement concerning such real or personal property or services, professional or otherwise, or concerning 
any circumstances or matter of fact connected with the proposed performance or disposition thereof which is untrue or fraudulent and 
which is known or which by the exercise of reasonable care should be known to be untrue or fraudulent.
(b)  Nothing in this Code section shall apply to any visual or sound broadcasting station or to any publisher or printer of a newspaper, 
magazine, or other form of printed advertising who broadcasts, telecasts, publishes, or prints such advertisement in good faith without 
knowledge of its false or fraudulent character.
(c)  Whoever violates this Code section shall be fined not less than $200.00 nor more than $1,000.00 or imprisoned not more than 20 
days, or both.

10-1-426.  Penalty for violations of Code Sections 10-1-424 and 10-1-425; broadcasters and publishers acting in good faith excepted.

Any person, firm, association, or corporation violating any of the provisions of Code Sections 10-1-424 and 10-1-425 shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor.  Nothing in Code Sections 10-1-424 through 10-1-426 shall apply to any visual or sound broadcasting station or to 
any publisher or printer of a newspaper, magazine, or other form of printed advertising who broadcasts, telecasts, publishes, or prints 
such advertisement in good faith without knowledge of its false or fraudulent character.

10-1-427.  False or misleading advertisements.

(a)  No person, firm, corporation, or association or any employee thereof, with intent directly or indirectly to perform legal services or 
to do anything of any nature whatsoever to induce the public to enter into any obligation relating thereto, shall make or disseminate or 
cause to be made or disseminated before the public in this state, in any newspaper or other publication, radio, television, or advertis-
ing device or by public outcry or proclamation or any other manner or means whatever, any statement concerning such legal services 
or concerning any circumstances or matter of fact connected with the proposed performance thereof which is untrue, fraudulent,  
deceptive, or misleading and which is known or which by the exercise of reasonable care should be known or which by the exercise 
of reasonable care should be known to be untrue, fraudulent, deceptive, or 
misleading.

(b)  Nothing in this Code section shall apply to any visual or sound broadcasting station or to any publisher or printer of a newspaper, 
magazine, or other form of printed advertising who broadcasts, telecasts, publishes, or prints such advertisement in good faith without 
knowledge of its false, fraudulent, deceptive, or misleading character.
(c)  The Governor’s Office of Consumer Affairs is authorized and empowered, upon the receipt of a complaint or upon its own initia-
tive, to investigate any advertising which might be in violation of subsection (a) of this Code section.  If the office determines that any 
advertising is in violation of subsection (a) of this Code section, it is authorized and empowered, after providing the offender with rea-
sonable notice and an opportunity for a hearing, to issue a public reprimand, to issue a cease and desist order against the offender, 
to report any such action to any board, agency commission, association, or other entity governing or supervising the legal profes-
sion, and to publicize any such action in a medium or media likely to reach the recipients of the improper advertising.  Any person 
against whom the office issues an adverse decision may, as his sole remedy in equity or at law, seek a restraining order against such 
adverse decision in the superior court.

(d)  Any person who violates a cease and desist order issued pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code  section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor in the county in which such person resides.   Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit any board, agency, commission, 
association, or other entity governing or supervising the legal profession from taking any lawful action against such person as a result 
of such improper practices.  Each publication of an advertisement in violation of any such cease and desist order shall constitute a 
separate offense.

10-1-454.  Copy and trademark infringement made criminal.

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term ‘forged or counterfeited trademark, service mark, or copyrighted or registered design’ 
means any mark or design which is identical to, substantially indistinguishable from, or an imitation of a trademark, service mark, or 
copyrighted or registered design which is registered for those types of goods or services with the Secretary of State pursuant to this 
part or registered on the Principal Register of the United States Patent and Trademark Office or registered under the laws of any 
other state or protected by the federal Amateur Sports Act of 1978, 36 U.S.C. Section 380, whether or not the offender knew such 
mark or design was so registered or protected, if the use of such trademark, service mark, or copyrighted or registered design has not 
been authorized by the owner thereof.  The unregistered symbols, emblems, trademarks, insignias, and words covered by the federal 
Amateur Sports Act of 1978, 36 U.S.C. Section 380, shall be afforded protection under the trademark law in the same manner as reg-
istered trademarks, service marks, and copyrighted or registered designs.

(b)  Any person who knowingly and willfully forges or counterfeits any trademark, service mark, or copyrighted or registered design, 
without the consent of the owner of such trademark, service mark, or copyrighted or registered design, or who knowingly possesses 
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any tool, machine, devise, or other reproduction instrument or material with the intent to reproduce any forged or counterfeited trade-
mark, service mark, or copyrighted or registered design counterfeiting and, upon conviction, shall be punished.

10-1-490.  Business using trade, partnership, or other name not showing ownership to file registration statement.

(a)  Every person, firm or partnership carrying on in this state any trade or business under any trade name or partnership name or 
other name which does not disclose the individual ownership of the trade, business, or profession carried on under such name shall, 
within 30 days from March 29, 1937, or thereafter before commencing to do business, file in the office of the clerk of the superior 
court of the county in which the business is chiefly carried on or, in the case of a domestic corporation using any name other than its 
corporate name, in the county of its legal domicile, a registration statement, verified by affidavit, setting forth the name or names and 
addresses of the person, persons, firm, or partnership owning and carrying on said trade or business and stating the nature of the 
business being carried on and the trade, partnership, or other name used and shall, upon any change of ownership, likewise file a 
new  and amended statement of registration.  Notice of such filing giving the names and addresses of each 
person, firm, or partnership to engage in business under such trade name or partnership name shall be published in the paper in 
which the sheriff’s advertisements are printed once a week for two weeks.

10-1-510.  Fine Art Rights.

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term:
 (1) “Artist” means the creator of a work of fine art.
 (2)  “Customer” means a person who contracts to have a printer duplicate a work of fine art
 (3)  “Duplicate” means to print, copy, or otherwise reproduce.
 (4)   “Fine art” means a painting, sculpture, drawing, photograph, craft work, fiber art, or work of graphic art.
 (5)    “Fine print” includes, but is not limited to,  an engraving, etching,  woodcut, lithograph, monoprint, or serigraph but does not  
 include industrial designs.
 (6)  “Industrial design” means the aesthetic appearance of an article used in commerce.
 (6.1)  ‘Person” means an individual, partnership, corporation, association, entity, or other group, however organized.
 (7)  “Printer” means a person who contracts to duplicate a work of fine art for a customer.
 (8)  “Work of fine art” means any work of visual or graphic art of any media, including, but not limited to, fine art, fine print, or film.

(b)  Whenever a work of fine art is sold or otherwise transferred by or on behalf of the artist who created it, or the heirs or personal 
representatives thereof, the right of reproduction thereof is reserved to the grantor until the right passes into the public domain pursu-
ant to federal copyright laws unless the right is sooner expressly transferred by an instrument, note, or memorandum in writing signed 
by the owner of the rights conveyed or the duly authorized agent thereof.  Nothing contained in this Code section is intended to pro-
hibit the fair use, as defined in the federal copyright law (17 U.S.C. Section 107), of such work of fine art.

(c)  Whenever an exclusive or nonexclusive conveyance of  any right to reproduce, prepare derivative works based on, distribute cop-
ies of, or display publicly a work of fine art is made by or on behalf of the artist who created it or the owner  at the time of the convey-
ance, ownership of the physical work of fine art shall remain with and be reserved to the artist or owner, as the case may be,   unless 
such right of ownership is expressly transferred by an instrument, note, memorandum, or other writing signed by the artist, the owner, 
or  the duly authorized agent thereof.

(d)  Whenever an exclusive or nonexclusive conveyance of any right to reproduce, prepare derivative works based on, distribute cop-
ies of, or publicly display a work of fine art is made by or on behalf of the artist who created it or the owner at the time of the convey-
ance, any ambiguity with respect to the nature or extent of the rights conveyed shall be resolved in favor of the reservation of rights 
by the artist or owner unless in any given 
case the  federal copyright law (17 U. S. C. Section 1 et. seq.) provides the contrary.

(e)  Whenever a customer shall present to a printer for duplication information or images that include a work of fine art stored or dupli-
cated as electronic data or in any digital form or that is transmitted to the printer as electronic data or in any digital form, it shall be the 
sole responsibility of the customer to provide a signed statement in compliance with the provisions of subsection (h) of this Code sec-
tion to the duplication or that those rights have passed into the public domain pursuant to federal copyright laws.

(f)  Except as provided in subsection (e) of this Code section, no printer shall enter into any agreement with any customer to duplicate 
a work of fine art when that customer’s aggregate paid and unpaid obligations to that printer for all such prior or current duplications 
of that work of fine art exceed $2,000.00 unless the printer obtains, at the time such aggregate obligation first exceeds $2000.00, a 
signed statement from the customer that the customer has the legal right or license authorizing such duplication or that those rights 
have passed into the public domain pursuant to federal copyright laws.

(g)  Any printer who duplicates a work of fine art in reliance upon a statement obtained pursuant to subsection (e) or (f) of this Code 
section will incur no liability for damages under subsection (j) of this Code section.

(h)  The statement required by subsections (e) and (f) of this Code section:
   (1)  Does not have to be sworn;
   (2)  May be included on the invoice, purchase order, proposed form, or other document;
   (3)  May be signed one time and kept on file for all duplications for the same customer;
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   (4)  May be signed by any employee or agent of the customer on the customer’s behalf; and
   (5)  Shall be in substantially the following from:

“STATEMENT
 The undersigned customer has obtained in writing the legal right or license which authorizes the duplication of the work of fine art 
which has been requested by the undersigned or those rights have passed into the public domain pursuant to federal copyright law.  
A printer to whom this statement is presented may rely upon it in performing the requested duplication of the work of fine art.

(Customer’s signature)
(Date)’
 
(i)  Except for subsection (e) of this Code section, this Code section applies to sales, transfers, and conveyances made on or after 
July 1990, and applies to agreements to duplicate a work of fine art made on or after July 1, 1991.  Subsection (e) of this Code sec-
tion applies to agreements made on or after July 1, 1996, to duplicate fine art stored, transmitted, or duplicated as electronic data or 
in a digital form.
 
(j)  Any person who violates subsection (e) or (f) of this Code section or who signs the statement provided for therein knowing it to be 
false shall be civilly liable therefor and the person damaged thereby may recover trebled actual damages, court costs, and attorney’s 
fees.”

10-1-761(4) and 10-1-762(a).  Trade secret defined and remedies.

 (4)  “Trade secret” means information, without regard to form, including, but not limited to, technical or nontechnical data, a for-
mula, a pattern, a compilation, a program, a device, a method, a technique, a drawing, a process, financial data, financial plans, prod-
uct plans, or a list of actual or potential customers or suppliers which is not commonly known by or available to the public and which 
information:
 (A)  Derives economic value, actual or potential, from not being generally known to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper  
means by, other persons who can obtain economic value from its disclosure or use; and
 (B)  Is the subject of efforts that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its secrecy.
(a)  Actual or threatened misappropriation may be enjoined.  If the court determines that it would be unreasonable to prohibit future 
use, an injunction may condition future use upon payment of a reasonable royalty for no longer than the period of time for which use 
could have been prohibited.

10-1-912 (a-b).  Information broker and those possessing computerized personal information on their behalf- duty to disclose breach 
of security.

(a) Any information broker that maintains computerized data that includes personal information of individuals shall give notice of any 
breach of the security of the system following discovery or notification of the breach in the security of the data to any resident of this 
state whose uncrypted personal information was, or is reasonably believed to have been, aquired by an unauthorized person.  The 
notice shall be made in the most expedient time possible and without unreasonable delay, consistent with the legitimate needs of 
law enforcement, as provided insubsection (c) of this Code section, or with annny measures necessary to determine the scope of the 
breach and restore the reasonable integrity, security, and confidentiality of the data system.
(b) Any person or business that maintains computerized data on behalf of an information broker that includes personal information 
of individuals that the person oor business does not own shall notify the information broker of any breach of the secrity of the data 
immediately following discovery, if the personal information was, or is reasonably believed to have been, aquired by an unauthorized 
person.
10-4-213.  Self-Service storage facilities - advertisement of public sale.

After the expiration of the time given in Owner’s notice, Owner shall publish an advertisement of the public sale to the highest bidder, 
once a week, for two consecutive weeks, in a newspaper of general circulation where the self-service storage facility is located.  The 
advertisement shall include:  a brief and general description of the personal property, reasonably adequate to permit its identification; 
the address of the self-service storage facility, and the number, if any, of the space where the personal property is located, and the 
name of the Occupant; and the time, place, and manner of the public sale.  The public sale to the highest bidder shall take place not 
sooner than fifteen (15) days after the first publication.  If there is no newspaper of general circulation where the self-service storage 
facility is located, the advertisement shall be posted at least ten (10) days before the date of the public sale and in not less than six 
(6) conspicuous places in the neighborhood where the self-service storage facility is located.

10-5-2.  Investment Advisers.

“Investment adviser” means any person who, for compensation, engages in the business of advising others, either directly or through 
publications or writings, as to the value of securities or as to the advisability of investing in, purchasing, or selling securities or who, 
for compensation and as  part of a regular business, issues or promulgates analysis or reports concerning securities. . .  Unless they 
hold themselves out as such, the term “investment adviser” does not include (i) an investment adviser representative; (ii) a lawyer, 
engineer, or teacher whose performance of investment advisory services is solely incidental to the practice of  his profession; (iii) a 
securities dealer or his agent whose performance of these services is solely incidental to the conduct of his business as a securities 
dealer and who receives no special compensation  for them; (iv) a publisher of any newspaper, news column, newsletter, news maga-
zine, or business or financial publication or service, whether communicated in hard copy form, by electronic means, or otherwise, that 

Page 43



does not consist of the rendering of advice on the basis of the specific situation of each client; or (v) such other persons not within the 
intent of this paragraph, as the commissioner may designate by rule or order.

10-5-3 (o).  Access to information regarding investment dealers.

(o)  Dissemination of information.  With respect to investment advisors, the commissioner may require that certain information be 
furnished or disseminated as necessary or appropriate in the public interest or for the protection of investors and advisory clients.  To 
the extent determined by the commissioner in his or her discretion, information furnished to clients or prospective clients of an invest-
ment adviser which information would be in compliance with the disclosure requirements of a federal covered adviser pursuant to 
the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 and the rules thereunder may be used in whole or partial satisfaction of this requirement.  With 
respect to dealers, limited dealers, salespersons, and limited salespersons, the commissioner shall make available to any person 
so requesting information concerning whether a dealer, limited dealer, salesperson, or limited salesperson is or indicates that he or 
she is a designated dealer or designated salesperson, as well as information possessed by the commissioner concerning any public 
administrative, civil, or criminal proceedings against and sanctions imposed on any designated dealer or its employees, affiliates, or 
salespersons.

10-9-9 (e).  Access to Conviction Data Compiled by the World Congress Center.

All conviction data received by the authority shall be used by it for the exclusive purpose of making employment decisions, shall not 
be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency except to any person or agency 
which otherwise has a legal right to inspect the employment file.  All such records shall be maintained by the authority pursuant to 
laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center, as applicable.  As used in this subsection, ‘conviction data’ means a record of a finding or verdict of guilty or plea of guilty or 
plea of nolo contendere with regard to any crime, regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought.

10-13-4.  Tobacco “Master Settlement Agreement”; public availability.

The ‘Master Settlement Agreement’ referred to in subsection (e) of Code Section 10-13-1 and other provisions of this chapter has 
been transmitted by the Attorney General to the Secretary of State and shall be maintained as a permanent record in the office of the 
Secretary of State, together with the enrolled Act by which this chapter is enacted.  The Master Settlement Agreement shall not be 
published with the Act, but the Secretary of State shall, upon request and payment of copying costs, make a copy or certified copy of 
such document available to any member of the public.”

11-1-201 (31.1).   Commercial Code Public Sales.

(D)  Except as  otherwise provided in this title for advertising  or dispensing with the advertising of public sales, of which notice is 
given by advertisement once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county 
where the sale is to be held, and which notice shall state the day and hour, between 10:00 a.m.  and 4:00 p.m., the place of sale and 
shall briefly identify the goods to be sold.

11-6-106.  Definition of public notice for Bulk Transfers.

Public notice under Code Section 11-6-103 shall be given as follows:  by advertising the transfer, giving the name of the transferor, 
the transferee, and the effective date thereof, once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are pub-
lished in the county where the former business enterprise taken over had its principal place of business in this state.

11-7-210 (3)(j).   Warehousemen Lien Publication.

5) After the expiration of the time given in the notification, an advertisement of the sale shall be published once a week for two weeks 
consecutively in a newspaper of general circulation where the sale is to be held. The advertisement shall include a description of the 
goods, the name of the person on whose account they are being held, and the time and place of the sale. The sale shall take place at 
least 15 days after the first publication. If there is no newspaper of general circulation where the sale is to be held, the advertisement 
shall be posted at least ten days before the sale in not fewer than six conspicuous places in the neighborhood of the proposed sale.

12-3-194.2 (b)(2).   Proposed changes to Stone Mountain Park - advertised in legal organ.

(b) (2)  A brief summary of the proposed change shall be advertised in the legal organs of DeKalb and Gwinnett counties along with 
the date on which a meeting of the association shall be held to consider the proposed change.  Directions as to the manner of receiv-
ing comments from the public, including the time and place of the public hearing on the proposed change required by paragraph (6) of 
this subsection, shall be provided.  Information describing the proposed change and the public hearing also shall be distributed to the 
media by news release and published in appropriate publications of the association.

12-3-243.1.  Jekyll Island master plan notice.

 (b) In the creation of the master plan, the authority shall, after preparation of a preliminary plan, give notice of the existence of the 
preliminary plan in the legal organs of Glynn and Fulton counties and in at least two newspapers of state-wide general circulation not 
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less than 60 days prior to the meeting of the authority at which the preliminary plan is to be considered for final adoption. After giving 
this notice, the authority shall hold a public hearing at a convenient location on Jekyll Island and receive and consider such oral and 
written comments on the preliminary plan as may be presented.
 (c) The authority, in the exercise of its authority to develop, manage, preserve, and protect Jekyll Island, shall be guided by and 
shall adhere to the master plan as the same may from time to time be amended as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section.
 (d) The authority may, from time to time, amend the master plan but only in compliance with the following proce-dure:
     (1) Any proposed amendment to the master plan shall be described in written form and, if capable of such de-scription, in 
visual form and presented publicly at a regular meeting of the authority;
     (2) After the proposed amendment is presented publicly at a regular meeting of the authority, a brief summary of the pro-
posed amendment shall be advertised in the legal organs of Glynn and Fulton counties, distributed to the media by news release, and 
published in appropriate publications of the authority. Each such advertisement, news release, and publication shall also contain:
         (A) The time and place of the public hearing on the proposed amendment, which public hearing shall be held no 
earlier than 15 days after the latest publication of the advertisement in the legal organ of Glynn or Fulton County as required by this 
paragraph;
         (B) Directions as to the manner of receiving comments from the public regarding the proposed amendment; and
         (C) The date on which the meeting of the authority at which the proposed amendment will be considered for approv-
al or rejection, which meeting shall not be held any sooner than 30 days after the meeting of the authority at which the proposed 
amendment was announced pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection;

12-3-249.  Same - Publication of schedule of lease rentals.

(a)  The lots in the various subdivisions created on Jekyll Island by the authority may be leased either singly or in groups deemed 
appropriate by the authority, only after publication of a complete schedule of the lease rentals applicable to the lots in the official 
organs of Glynn and Fulton counties.
12-3-425.   Upper Savannah River Authority - publication of bids.

(a)  All meetings of the authority shall be opened to the public at all times.  Ample notice shall be given to all members of the authority 
and to the public of any special or called meeting of the authority.  The minutes of all meetings and all actions taken by the authority 
shall likewise be opened to public inspection.

(b)  Each purchase made in behalf of the authority of personal property or services in excess of $5,000.00 shall be accomplished pur-
suant to competitive bids, after having published invitations to bid in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the state prior 
to the award of any contract.  All bids shall be opened during meetings of the authority, and the rejection or acceptance thereof shall 
be entered upon the minutes of the authority.

(c)  Any surplus or unserviceable property of the authority shall be disposed of pursuant to competitive bids which shall be advertised 
in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the state.  All bids for the disposal of such property shall be opened during  public 
meetings of the authority, and the acceptance or rejection thereof shall be entered upon the minutes of the authority.

(d)   At the conclusion of each fiscal year of the authority, the affairs of the authority shall be audited by a certified public accounting 
firm.  A synopsis of the audit shall be published in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the state as soon as the report of 
the auditors is submitted to the authority.

(e)  All funds of the authority which are not required for the normal operations of the authority shall be invested in interest-bearing 
investments within 30 days of their receipt by the authority.

12-3-705.     Power alley development authority.

(a)  All meetings of the authority shall be opened to the public at all times. Ample notice shall be given to all members of the authority 
and to the public of any special or called meeting of the authority. The minutes of all meetings and all actions taken by the authority 
shall likewise be opened to public inspection. 
(b)  Each purchase made in behalf of the authority of personal property or services in excess of $5,000.00 shall be accomplished pur-
suant to competitive bids, after having published invitations to bid in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the state prior 
to the award of any contract.  All bids shall be opened during the meetings of the authority, and the rejection or acceptance thereof 
shall be entered upon the minutes of the authority .
(c)   Any surplus or unserviceable property of the authority shall be disposed of pursuant to competitive bids which shall be advertised 
in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the state.  All bids for the disposal of such property shall be opened during public 
meetings of the authority, and the acceptance pr rejection thereof shall be entered upon the minutes of the authority.
(d)  At the conclusion of each fiscal year of the authority , the affairs of the authority shall be audited by a certified public accounting 
firm. A synopsis of the audit shall be published in one or more newspapers in general circulation in the geographic jurisdiction of the 
authority as soon as the report of the auditors is submitted to the authority.
(e)   All funds of the authority which are not required for the normal operations of the authority shall be invested in interest-bearing 
investments within 30 days of their receipt by the authority. 

12-4-48 (e).   Judicial Sale of Illegally Mined Mineral Resources.

(2)  The district attorney whose circuit includes the county in which the seizure is made, within 30 days after the seizure of any illegal 
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minerals or illegal products, shall institute proceedings by petition in the superior court of any county where the seizure was made 
against the property so seized and against any and all persons known to have an interest in or right
affected by the seizure or sale of such property.  A copy of such petition shall be served upon the owner or lessee of such property, if 
known, and upon the person or persons having or seizure.  If the owner or lessee or person or persons having custody or possession 
of such property at the time of seizure is unknown, notice of such proceedings shall be published once a week for two consecutive 
weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements of the county are published.  Such publication shall be deemed notice to 
any and all persons having an interest in or right affected by such proceeding and any sale of the property resulting therefrom.

12-5-30.1 (b).   Notice of Major Pollution Spill.

(b)  By not later than January 1, 1990, the board shall provide by rules or regulations for the following:
      (1)  For immediate notification to the division of a major spill by a POTW;
      (2)  For the POTW responsible for the major spill to cause to be published in the legal organ of the county where the spill 
occurred a notice of such spill, such notice to be published within not more than seven days after the date of the spill.

12-5-184.  Water Pollution Notice.

Such notice shall also be given by the owner or operator of such system in a form and manner and to the extent reasonably pre-
scribed by the director, which shall, at a minimum, include publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the area served by 
such water system at least once every three months so long as the violation, variance, exemption, or other such situation continues.

12-5-239.   Shore protection construction permits.

(a)  The permit-issuing authority shall take action on each permit application within 90 days after the application is completed; provid-
ed, however, that this provision may be waived upon the written request of the applicant.  An application is complete when it contains 
substantially all of  the written information, documents, forms, fees, and materials required by this part.  An application must be com-
pleted sufficiently in advance of the permit-issuing authority meeting at which the project will be considered to 
allow for public notice and evaluation by the permit-issuing authority.

(b)  After receipt of a completed application and at least 30 days prior to acting on the application, the permit-issuing authority shall 
notify all persons identified by the applicant as owning land adjacent to the location of the proposed project and to all persons who 
have filed a written request with such permit-issuing authority that their names be placed on a mailing list for receipt of such notice.  
Any person desiring to be placed on such mailing list must so request in writing and renew such request in December of each year.  
The name of any person who has not renewed such request shall be removed from the list.  The landowners who have not requested 
to be placed on a mailing list shall be notified in writing if their addresses are known.  Such notice shall be in writing and shall include 
a general description of the proposed project and its location.  The applicant shall post such notice in a conspicuous place on the sub-
ject property at or prior to the time the permit-issuing authority issues public notice of the application.  If the applicant has filed an affi-
davit that the names or addresses of the adjoining landowners were not ascertained after a diligent search, the permit-issuing author-
ity shall cause a notice of the proposed activity and a brief description of the land to be affected to be published in the legal organ or 
a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which such land lies.  Cost of such public notices shall be paid by the applicant.  
Whenever there appears to be sufficient public interest, the permit-issuing authority may call a public hearing.

12-5-443.  Preparation, adoption, and revision of comprehensive land and water use plan by commission; transmittal of plan to politi-
cal subdivisions; notice and hearing.

The commission shall, consistent with the purposes of this part:

(1)  Prepare, adopt, and keep up to date a comprehensive, coordinated land and water use plan for the stream corridor.  The plan, 
as prepared and approved by the commission, shall set land use criteria for flood and flood damage prevention, erosion and siltation 
control, water quality protection, and intensity of development in the stream corridor.  The plan, as adopted by the commission, shall 
be transmitted to each political subdivision by June 16, 1973.  The plan as adopted by the commission for any and all land brought 
within the stream corridor after March 1, 1983, shall be transmitted to each political subdivision and to the director by July 1, 1983.  
The commission may, after hearing, utilize or adopt an existing plan or plans as the plan called for by this part. The commission may 
from time to time revise the plan or portions thereof, and any such revisions of the plan shall be transmitted promptly after adoption.  
Prior to the adoption of the plan, or of any substantial portion or any revision of the plan, the commission shall hold a public hearing 
on the proposed plan, or portion or revision thereof, in each county in which any land affected by the plan or, in the case of a portion 
or revision of the plan, in which any land affected by such portion or revision lies.  The commission shall cause notice of the time and 
place of each such public hearing to be published once a week for two weeks in one or more newspapers of general circulation in 
each county in which land to be affected lies.  Any such land and water use plan shall be prepared in consultation and with assistance 
of the county or city governing authority where the land to be affected lies.

12-5-524.  River Basin Management Plans.

(a)  Upon completion of the  draft of a management plan, the director shall conduct public hearings within the river basin.  At least 
one public hearing shall be held in each river basin named in Code Section 12-5-521.  The director shall publish notice of each such 
public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the area  announcing the date, time, place, and purpose of the public hearing.  
A draft of the management plan shall be made  available to the public at least 30 days prior to the public hearing.  The director shall 
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receive public comment at the public hearing and for a period of at least ten days after the public hearing.        
(b)  The division shall evaluate the comments received as a result of the public hearing and shall develop the final draft of the man-
agement plan for submission to the board for consideration within 60 days of the public hearing.

(c)  The board shall consider the management plan within 60 days after submission by the director.  The department  shall publish 
the management plan adopted by the board and shall make copies available to all interested local  governmental officials and citizens 
within the river basin covered by such management plan.

12-5-576. Meetings of Metropolitan North Georgian Water Planning District

(a) The board shall meet at least three times per year at a time and place set forth in the minutes of the district and at such other 
times as the chairperson may direct. All such meeting shall be open to the public.

2-6-134 (d).  Herty Foundation (pulp research) annual report-availability.

(d)  The center is directed to produce an annual report on its activities and to make such report available upon request.

12-8-24.  Permits for Waste Disposal.

(d) If the director determines that such activity will result in any violation of this part or any rule or regulation promulgated pursuant 
to this part, he shall deny the permit; otherwise, he shall issue the permit, specifying on the permit the conditions under which such 
activity shall be conducted; provided, however, that a public hearing shall be held by the governing authority of the county or munici-
pality in which the municipal solid waste or special solid waste handling shall occur not less than two weeks prior to the issuance of 
any permit under this Code section and notice of such hearing shall be posted at the proposed site and advertised in a newspaper of 
general circulation serving the county or counties in which the proposed activity will be conducted at least 30 days prior to such hear-
ing.

12-8-26.  Waste Disposal Site.

(a)  Any county, municipality, group of counties, or authority beginning a process to select a site for a municipal solid waste disposal 
facility must first call at least one public meeting to discuss waste management needs of the local government or region and to 
describe the process of siting facilities to the public.  Notice of this meeting shall be published within a newspaper of general circu-
lation serving such county or municipality at least once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of such meeting.  A 
regional solid waste management authority  created under Part 2 of this article must hold at least one meeting within each jurisdiction 
participating in such authority, and notice for these meetings must be published within a newspaper of general circulation  serving  
each such jurisdiction at least once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of such meeting.
(b)  The governing authority of any county or municipality taking action resulting in a municipal solid waste disposal
facility siting decision shall cause to be published within a newspaper of general circulation serving such county or municipality  a 
notice of the meeting at which such siting decision is to be made at least once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date 
of such meeting.  Such notice shall state the time, place, and purpose of the meeting and the  meeting shall be conducted by the gov-
erning authority taking the action.

12-8-27.  Notice of Action.

(h) Upon the approval, modification, or revocation of a permit pursuant to this Code section and at the time that notification is sent to 
the applicant or permit holder, the director shall send a copy of such notification to the legal organ of the county or counties wherein 
the disposal facility or site is located or to be located.

12-8-28.3.  Landfill Permits; Notice of Hearing.

The governing authority of any county or municipality taking action resulting in a solid waste disposal facility siting  decision shall 
cause to be published within a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of such county or municipality a notice 
of the meeting at which such siting decision is to be made at least once a week for two weeks immedi-

ately preceding the date of such meeting. Such notice shall state the time, place, and purpose of the meeting.

12-8-29.2.  Waste Disposal Secrets.

(a) Any information relating to secret processes, devices, or methods of manufacture or production, or quantities and sources of 
recovered materials being privately processed, obtained by the director or his agents in the administration of this part shall be kept 
confidential.

12-8-32.  Notice of Regional Waste Facility.

(a)  Prior to submission of an application to the division for a permit for a regional solid waste disposal facility, conflicts as defined in 
Articles 1 and 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 50 shall follow the mediation procedures developed by the Department of Community Affairs pur-
suant to Articles 1 and 2 of Chapter 8 of Title 50.  Upon the submission of any application to the division for any municipal solid waste 
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disposal facility for which a permit other than a permit by rule is required by the division, the permit applicant  shall within 15 days of 
the date of submission of the application publicize the submission by public notice and in writing as follows:
 (1)  If the application is for a facility serving no more than one county, the public notice shall be published in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation serving the host county, and each local government in the county and the regional development center shall further be 
notified in writing of the permit application;
 (2)  If the application is for a facility serving more than one county, the public notice shall be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation serving each  affected county, and each local government within said counties and the regional development center shall 
be further notified in writing of the permit application; and 
 (3)  The public notice shall be prominently displayed in the courthouse of each notified county.

 (b)  The division shall review the application and supporting data, make a determination as to the suitability or unsuitability of the pro-
posed site for the intended purpose, and notify the applicant and the host local government if different from the applicant in writing of 
its determination.

(c)  Upon receipt from the division of notice that the proposed site is suitable for the intended purpose, the applicant shall within 15 
days of receipt of such notification publicize the fact by public notice as outlined in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) of this 
Code section.  Further, within 45 days of receipt of such notification from the division, the host local government for the proposed site 
shall as outlined in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section advertise and hold a public meeting to inform 
affected residents and landowners in the area of the proposed site and of the opportunity  to engage in a facility issues negotiation 
process.
 (d)  At the end of the 45 day period following the first negotiation meeting, the facilitator shall publish a notice of the results, if 
any, of the negotiation process in the same manner as provided in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section 
and shall include the date, time, and place of a public meeting to be held within ten days after publication at which the input of per-
sons not represented by the citizens facility issues committee may be received.

12-8-65.2.  Hazardous waste; copies of hazardous waste plan and biennial progress report.

The director shall maintain a copy of each hazardous waste reduction plan and biennial progress report received.  This information 
shall be available to the public at the director’s or the division’s office.

12-8-66.  Hazardous waste permit; advertisement.

(h)  Upon the first receipt of an application for a hazardous waste facility permit, the director, within 15 days, shall provide to the gov-
ernment of the county in which the facility is located or is proposed to be located, to each city government located wholly or partially 
within that county, and to the government of each county and city having territorial boundaries within two miles of the hazardous 
waste facility, or proposed hazardous waste facility a written notice indicating that  an application has been received and describing 
the hazardous waste activities the applicant proposes to conduct.  Within a 30 day period after first receipt of such application, the 
director shall also publish in at least one local newspaper of general circulation in the county a public notice that an application for a 
hazardous waste facility permit has been received.  A public hearing shall be held if such is requested in writing within 30 days after 
publication of notification and is requested by 25 or more persons who claim to be affected by the pending permit application, by a 
governmental subdivision, or by an association having not fewer than 25 members.  If requested, the public hearing shall be conduct-
ed at the county seat of the county in which the hazardous waste facility is proposed to be located.    At least 45 days prior to the date 
of the public hearing, the director shall provide written notice to the various local governmental subdivisions and other interested par-
ties in the locality in which the proposed facility may be located that a public hearing has been requested, which written notice shall 
also include the date, time, location, and purpose of the public hearing.  The date, time, location, and purpose of such public hearing 
shall be advertised in the legal organ of the county in which the facility is proposed at least 45 days in advance of the date set for 
the hearing.  Such public hearings shall be held for the purpose of receiving comments and suggestions concerning the location and 
requirements for the operation of a hazardous waste facility.  The director shall consider fully all written and oral submissions regard-
ing the proposed facility and the pending application.

12-8-78.  Hazardous waste records reports and information.

(a)  Any records, reports, or information obtained from any person by the director under this part or the rules and regulations promul-
gated hereunder shall be available to the public for inspection and copying at the expense of the person requesting copies.

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this code section, upon a showing satisfactory to the director by any person that any records, 
reports, or information, or any particular part thereof, to which the director has access under this article or the rules and regulations 
would, if made public, divulge information entitled to protection or confidentiality under law, the director shall consider such informa-
tion or any particular portion thereof confidential in accordance with the purposes of the law under which confidentiality or protection is 
claimed, provided that such records, reports, documents, or information may be disclosed to officers, employees, or authorized repre-
sentatives of the  United States government concerned with carrying out the terms of the federal act or when required by any court in 
any proceeding under the federal act or under this article.

12-8-97.  Hazardous waste; publishing of known or suspected sites.

 (a)  The division shall publish on an annual basis beginning July 1, 1994, an inventory of all known or suspected sites where haz-
ardous wastes, hazardous constituents, or hazardous substances have been disposed of or released in quantities deemed reportable 
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by rules or regulations of the board.  This inventory shall be called the hazardous site inventory.  Along with the annual hazardous site 
inventory, the division shall publish a report of the fees collected and the funds appropriated to the hazardous waste trust fund and an 
accounting of all disbursements from such trust fund.  The inventory shall include:
 
 (1)  The name of the property or another description identifying the site;
 (2)  The location of the site;
 (3)  The name of the owner of the site at the time of the site’s inclusion in the inventory;
 (4)  A general description of the type and quantity of hazardous  wastes, hazardous constituents, or hazardous substances  
  known or suspected to be at the site;
 (5)  A general description of possible or known threats to human health or the environment posed by the site;
 (6)  The status of any cleanup activities conducted by any person;
 (7)  A relative priority for cleanup;
 (8)  A summary of needed actions;
 (9)  If a site is considered not capable of posing or is no longer posing  an environmental or human health hazard, a designation         
            that no further action is required; and 
 (10) The status of any actions contesting the listing of the property on the inventory.

12-8-286.   Marshlands alteration; notice of application.  

(e)  The committee shall provide  notice of applications by either public notice distributed jointly with the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers or public notice distributed by the committee.  In no instance shall a public notice be issued for less than seven days prior 
to the meeting at which the committee reviews the subject of the public notice.  Public notices shall be distributed to all persons who 
have requested to be placed on the mailing list.  Such request shall be made in writing and shall be renewed in December of each 
year.  Failure to renew the request shall result in the removal of such name from the mailing list.

12-9-9.  Clean air act; permits, notice and public hearing.

(a)  Upon receipt of a completed application for issuance of a Title V permit or a Title V permit modification, amendment, or renewal 
and as otherwise provided by rule or regulation, the director shall:
 
 (1)  Require a public notice to be published in a paper of general circulation in the county  in which the source or facility pro-
poses to operate notifying the citizens that an application for a permit has been  received and providing the public with an opportunity 
to request a public hearing and submit public comment.  All such notices shall include a brief description of the proposed activity.  
Responsibility for publishing such notice shall rest with the applicant.

12-9-19.  Pollution Trade Secrets.

Information relating to secret processes, devices, or methods of manufacture or production obtained by the division in the administra-
tion of this article shall be kept confidential; provided, however, reports on the nature and amounts of stationary source emissions 
obtained by the division shall be available for public inspection from the division.  This Code section shall have no effect on the divi-
sion’s duty to provide such information to the administrator, or his agents or representatives, pursuant to the federal act.

12-9-25.  Small business advisory panel reports.

 (4)  The small business stationary source technical and environmental compliance office will serve as the secretariat for the 
development and dissemination of small business advisory panel reports and advisory opinions and may provide administrative and 
logistical support to the panel.

14-2-141(b). Notice to shareholders by publication.

(b) Notice may be communicated in person; by telephone, electronic transmission, or other form of wire or wireless communication’ or 
by mail or private carrier. If these forms of personal notice are impracticable, notice may be communicated by a  newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the area where published or by radio, television, or other form of public broadcast communication. Unless otherwise 
provided in the articles of incorporation, bylaws, or this chapter, notice by electronice transmission shall be deemed to be notice in 
writing for purposes of this chapter.

14-2-194.  Amendment of Incorporation.

(c) Together with the articles of amendment, the corporation shall deliver to the Secretary of State:
 
 (4)  A letter addressed to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of 
the corporation is located or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within said county whose most recently published 
annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation.  Said letter shall contain a notice to 
be published four times in said newspaper and shall be in substantially the following form:
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                    (Name and address of the newspaper designated by the corporation)

Dear Sirs:
You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:
“The Articles of Incorporation of _____________(name of corporation) have been duly amended on ____________, 20__________, 
(month, day, and year to be inserted by the Secretary of State) by the issuance of a certificate of amendment by the Secretary of 
State, in accordance with the applicable provisions of the Georgia Business Corporation Code.”

Enclosed is a (check, draft, or money order) in the amount of $60.00 in payment of the cost of publishing this notice.

                         Very truly yours,
      (Name and address of the 
corporation or its representative)

14-2-201.1.   Notice of Intent to Dissolve.

(a)  Together with the articles of incorporation, the incorporator or incorporations shall deliver to the Secretary of State an undertaking 
(which may appear in the in the articles or be set forth in a letter or other instrument executed by an incorporator or any person autho-
rized to act on behalf of the corporation) to publish a notice of the filing of the articles of incorporation as required by subsection (b) of 
this Code section.

(b)  No later than the next business day after filing the the articles of incorporation, the incorporator shall deliver to the publisher of a 
newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the initial registered office of the corporation is to be located or which is a 
newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and cir-
culation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice substantially the following form:

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION

Notice is given that articles of incorporation which incorporate_____________________(name of corporation), have been deliv-
ered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia Business Corporation Code.  The initial registered office 
of the corporation is located at_______________(address of registered office) and its initial registered agent at such address 
is______________(name of agent).

The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money  order in the amount of $40.00 in payment 
of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after 
receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or fail-
ure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the incorporation of the 
corporation or the filing of the articles of incorporation.

14-2-373.  Fees for publication of notice regarding corporations.

The fee to be allowed to publishers for publishing any notice required under this chapter shall be $15.00 for each insertion.

14-2-1006.1.   Publication of Amendment of Articles of corporation.

(a)  Together with any articles of amendment which change the name of the corporation, the corporation shall deliver to the Secretary 
of State a certificate executed by an officer or director of such corporation verifying that the request for publication of a notice of intent 
to file articles of amendment to change the name of the corporation and payment therefor have been made as required by subsection 
(b) of this Code section.

(b)  No later than the next business day following the delivery of the articles of amendment and certificate as provided in subsection 
(a) of this Code section, the corporation shall mail or deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county 
where the registered office of the corporation is located or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within such county 
whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a 
request to publish a notice in substantially the following form:

‘NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME

Notice is given that articles of amendment which will change the name of ________ (present corporate name) to __________ (pro-
posed corporate name) have been delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia Business Corporation 
Code.  The registered office of the corporation is located at __________ (address of registered office).’

The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in pay-
ment of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days 
after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or 
failure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the articles of amend-
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ment or the change of the name of the corporation.

14-2-1105.1.  Notice of Merger or Share Exchange.

(a)  Together with the articles or certificate of merger or share exchange, the surviving or acquiring corporation shall deliver to the 
Secretary of State a certificate executed by an officer of such corporation verifying that the request for publication of a notice of intent 
to file the articles or certificate of merger or share exchange and payment therefor have been made as required by subsection (b) of 
this Code section.

(b)  No later than the next business day after filing the articles or certificate of merger or share exchange, the surviving or acquiring 
corporation shall mail or deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office 
of the surviving or acquiring corporation is to be located, if the surviving corporation will be required to maintain a registered office in 
Georgia, or where the registered office of the merging or acquired corporation was located prior to the merger or share exchange in 
any other case, or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual 
statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice in substantially 
the following form:

“NOTICE OF (MERGER) (SHARE EXCHANGE)”

Notice is given that articles or a certificate of (merger) (share exchange) which will effect a (merger) (share exchange) by and 
between __________________ (name and state of incorporation of each of the constituent corporations) has been delivered to the 
Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia Business Corporation Code. The name of the (surviving) (acquiring) corpo-
ration in the (merger) (share exchange) is _________________________, a corporation incorporated in the State of _____________.  
The registered office of such corporation 
(is) (will be) located at ___________ (address of registered office) and its registered (agent) (agents) at such address (is) (are) 
_________________ (name or names of agent or agents).
The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in payment 
of the cost of publication. The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after 
receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the surviving or acquiring corporation to mail or deliver the notice or 
payment therefor or failure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate 
the merger or share exchange.

14-2-1403.1. Notice of Intent to Dissolve. 

(a)  Together with the notice  of intent to dissolve provided for in Code Section 14-2-1403, the corporation shall deliver to the 
Secretary of State an undertaking (which may appear in the notice of intent to dissolve or be set forth in a letter or other instrument 
executed by an officer  or any person authorized to act on behalf of such corporation) that the request for publication of a notice of 
intent to voluntarily dissolve the corporation and payment therefor will be made as required by subsection (b) of this Code section.

(b)  No later than the next business day after filing the notice of intent to dissolve provided for in code Section 14-2-1403, the corpora-
tion shall mail or deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the cor-
poration is located or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual 
statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice in substantially 
the following form: 
“NOTICE OF INTENT TO VOLUNTARILY 
DISSOLVE A CORPORATION”

Notice is given that a notice of intent to dissolve ________________(name of corporation), a Georgia corporation with its registered 
office at ____________________ (address of registered office), has been  delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance 
with the Georgia Business Corporation Code.

The notice may also include the information specified in Code Section 14-2-1407.  The request for publication of the notice shall be 
accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in payment of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be 
published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after receipt  of the notice 
by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or failure on the part of the 
newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the dissolution of the corporation.
 
14-3-132.  Nonprofit corporation: notice of incorporation.

(Name and address of the newspaper designated by the incorporator or incorporators or his or their representative)
Dear Sirs:

You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:

 “_________________ (name of corporation) has been duly incorporated on _________,20___ (month, day, and year to be 
inserted by the Secretary of State), by the issuance of a certificate of incorporation by the Secretary of State, in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of the Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code. The initial registered office of the corporation is located at 
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_______________________	(address	of	registered	office)	and	its	initial	registered	(agent)	(agents)	at	such	address	(is)‚		(are)	
_____________(name or names of agent or agents).”

 Enclosed is a (check, draft, or money order) in the amount of $40.00 in payment of the cost of publishing this notice.

       Very truly yours,
   (Name and address of incorporator or incorporators or his or their representative)

14-3-141 (b). Notice to member of non-profit corporations by publication.

(b) Notice may be communicated in person; by telephone, electronic transmission, or other form of wire or wireless communication; or 
by mail or private carrier. If these forms of personal notice are impracticable, notice may be communicated by a newspaper of general 
circulation in the area where published or by radio, television, or other form of public broadcast communication. Unless otherwise pro-
vided in the articles of incorporation, bylaws, or this chapter, notice by electronic transmission shall be deemed to be notice in writing 
for purposes of this chapter.

14-3-142 (c).  Payment at Dissolution Publication Costs.

A corporation administratively dissolved continues its corporate existence but may not carry on any business except that necessary 
to wind up and liquidate its business and affairs under Code Section 14-3-1406.  Winding up the business of a corporation that has 
been administratively dissolved may include the corporation’s proceeding, at any time after the effective date of the administrative 
dissolution, (1) in accordance with Code Section 14-3-1407  to notify known claimants, and (2) to mail or deliver, with accompany-
ing payment of the cost of publication, a notice containing the information specified in subsection (b) of Code Section 14-3-1408 for 
publication.  Upon such notice, claims against the administratively dissolved corporation will be limited as specified in Code Sections 
14-3-1407 and 14-3-1408, respectively.

14-3-153 (b).  Notice of corporate name change.
                                                           
(b)  Prior to filing any articles of amendment which change the name of the corporation, the corporation shall mail or deliver to the 
publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the corporation is located or which is 
the newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and 
circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice in substantially the following form:

“NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME

 Notice is given that articles of amendment which will change the name of _____________ (present corporate name) to ________ 
(proposed corporate name) will be delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia Nonprofit Corporation 
Code. The registered office of the corporation is located at _________ (address of registered office).”
 The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in pay-
ment for the cost of publication. The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days 
after receipt of the notice by the newspaper. Failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or 
failure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the articles of amend-
ment of the change of the name of the corporation.”

14-3-173.  Merger Notice.

(Name and address of the newspaper designated by the merging or consolidating corporations)

Dear Sirs:
You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:

 “A (merger) (consolidation) (has been) (will be) effected by and between ______  (name and state of  incorporation of each of 
the constituent corporations) on _________,20___ (month, day, and year to be
 inserted by the Secretary of State), by the issuance of a certificate of (merger) (consolidation) by the Secretary of State, in accor-
dance with the applicable provisions of the Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code. The name of the (surviving corporation in the merger 
(is) (will be) ________) (new corporation resulting  from the consolidation (is) (will be) _________) (set forth the name and state of 
incorporation of the surviving corporation or new corporation, as the case may be), the registered office of which (is) (will be) located 
at _________  (address of registered office).”

14-3-202.1. Publication of notice of intent to file articles of incorportation for nonprofit corporations.

Code Section 14-2-201.1 shall apply equally to the organization of corporations under this chapter, except that the notice to the pub-
lisher of teh newspaper shall be in substantially the following form:

‘NOTICE OF INCORPORATION
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Notice is given that articles of incorporation which incorporate _____________________(name of corporation) have been delivered to 
the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgai Nonprofit Corporation Code. The initial registered office of the corpora-
tion is located at _______________________________(address of registered office) and its initial registered agent at such address is
__________________________(name of agent).’

Said chapter is further amended by striking subsection (b) of code Section 14-3-205, relating to organizational meetings relative to 
nonprofit corporations, and inserting in lieu thereof the following.

14-3-229.  Revived Nonprofit Corporations.

(c)  In lieu of the form specified in subsection (b) of Code Section 14-3-153, a corporation whose corporate existence is to be revived 
pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section shall submit the letter required by subsection (b) of Code Section 14-3-153 in substan-
tially the following form:

(Name and address of a newspaper specified by paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of Code Section 14-2-194)

Dear Sirs:

You are requested to publish four times, a notice in the following form:
The period of duration of ___________________________ (name of corporation) has expired.  The officers and directors of 
___________________ (name of corporation) have filed with the Secretary of State, pursuant to Code Section 14-3-229 of the 
Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code, articles of amendment so as to extend the corporation’s period of duration ________________ 
(insert number of years or phrase “in perpetuity,” whichever is applicable).  Said corporation’s period of duration will be so extended 
by the issuance of a certificate of amendment by the Secretary of State, provided that the Secretary of State, is satisfied that the cor-
poration has continued in operation since the expiration date fixed by its articles of incorporation in ignorance of such expiration, that 
the corporation has not been insolvent since such expiration date, and that the revival of the corporation will not injure the corpora-
tion’s creditors, the public, or the corporation’s members and further provided that the corporation has complied with Code Section 
14-3-229.
 (d)  The Secretary of State shall mail the letter provided for in subsection (c) of this Code section and the check, draft, or money 
order provided for in paragraph (5) of subsection (c) of Code Section 14-2-194, to the designated newspaper within four business 
days after the articles of amendment have been delivered to the Secretary of State for filing.

14-3-303 (b).  Notice of Corporate Meetings in an “Emergency”.

During an emergency defined in subsection (d) of this Code section, unless emergency bylaws provide otherwise:
 (1)  Notice of a meeting of the board of directors need be given only to those directors it is practicable to reach and may be given 
in any practicable manner, including by publication and radio.

14-3-1005.1.  Publication of notice of name change.

(b)  No later than the next business day following the delivery of the articles of amendment and certificate as provided in subsection 
(a) of this Code section, the corporation shall mail or deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county 
where the registered office of the corporation is located or which is the newspaper of general circulation published within such county 
whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a 
request to publish a notice in substantially the following form:
‘NOTICE OF CHANGE OF CORPORATE NAME’

Notice is given that articles of amendment which will change the name of __________ (present corporate name) to __________ (pro-
posed corporate name) have been delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia Nonprofit Corporation 
Code.  The registered office of the corporation is located at __________ (address of registered office).’

The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in pay-
ment of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days 
after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or 
failure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the articles of amend-
ment or the change of the name of the corporation.

14-3-1104(a)(5). Corporate Mergers.

(5)  The merging corporation or entity shall deliver the articles of merger to the Secretary of State for filing in substantially the same 
manner as provided in its governing agreements and in compliance with any applicable laws applying to domestic entities, or, in the 
absence of such requirements, in substantially the same manner as provided in Code Section 14-2-1105 and shall comply with the 
provisions of Code Section 14-2-1105.1, except that the notice to the publisher of the newspaper shall be in substantially the following 
form:
‘NOTICE OF MERGER

Notice is given that articles or a certificate of merger by and between ________ (name and state of incorporation or organization of 
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each of the constituent corporations or entities) will be delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in accordance with the Georgia 
Nonprofit Corporation Code.  The name of the surviving corporation (or other entity) in the merger will be ________, a corporation 
(or other entity) incorporated (organized pursuant to the laws of) in the State of ________.  The registered office of such corporation 
(name of type of entity) (is) (will be) located at ________ (address of registered office) and its registered (agent) (agents) at such 
address (is) (are) ________ (name or names of agent or agents).’

14-3-1104.1(b). Notice of merger between nonprofit corporations.

(b)  No later than the next business day after filing the articles or certificate of merger, the surviving corporation or entity shall mail or 
deliver to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the surviving corpora-
tion or entity is to be located, if the surviving corporation or entity will be required to maintain a registered office in Georgia, or where 
the registered office of the merging corporation or entity was located prior to the merger in any other case, or which is a newspaper of 
general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects 
a nimimun of  60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice in substantially the following form:

‘NOTICE OF MERGER
Notice is given that articles or a certificate of merger which will effect a merger by and between (or among)__________ (name and 
state of incorporation or organization of each constituent corporation or entity) will be delivered to the Secretary of State for filing in 
accordance with teh Georgia Nonprofit Corporation Code. the na me of the surviving corporation (or other entity) incorporated (orga-
nized pursuant to the laws of) in the State of____________. The registered office of such corporation (name of type of entity) (is) (will 
be) located at _________________ (address of registered office) and its registered (agent) (agents) at such address (is) (are) 
__________ (name or names of agent or agents).’

The request for publication of the notice shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in payment 
of the cost of publicaiton. The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten daysafter 
receipt of the notice by the newspaper. Failure on the part of the surviving corporation or entity to mail or deliver the notice or pay-
ment therefor or failure on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall not invalidate the 
merger. 

14-3-1404.1 (b).  Notice to Dissolve Corporation.

Prior to filing the notice of intent to dissolve provided for in Code Section 14-3-1404, the corporation shall mail or deliver to the pub-
lisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the corporation is located or which is a 
newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership  and 
circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation a request to publish a notice in substantially the following form:
 ‘NOTICE OF INTENT TO VOLUNTARILY DISSOLVE A CORPORATION
 Notice is given that a notice of intent to dissolve (name of corporation), a Georgia  non-profit  corporation with its registered  
office  at  (address of registered office),  will  be  delivered  to  the Secretary  of  Statefor filing in accordance with the Georgia 
Nonprofit Corporation Code.’

The notice may also include the information specified in Code Section 14-3-1408.  The request for publication of the notice shall be 
accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in payment of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be 
published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure 
on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver the notice or payment therefor or failure on the part of the corporation to mail or deliver 
the notice or payment therefor or failure  on the part of the newspaper to publish the notice in compliance with this subsection shall 
not invalidate the dissolution of the corporation.

14-3-1408.  Notice to Dissolve and Present Debts of Corporation.

(a)  A corporation that has filed a notice of intent to dissolve may include in the notice of its intent to dissolve published under Code 
Section14-3-1404.1  a request that persons with claims against the corporation present them in accordance with subsection (b) of this 
Code section. 

(b)  The request must:
    (1)  Describe the information that must be included in a claim and provide a mailing address where the claim may be sent; and 
    (2)  State that, except for claims that are contingent at the time of the fiing of the notice of intent to dissolve or that arise after the  
    filing of the notice of intent to dissolve, a claim against the corporation not otherwise barred will be barred unless a proceeding  
   to enforce the claim is commenced within two years after publication of the notice. 

14-3-1433 (b).  Payment of Dissolution - Publication Costs.

After entering the order of dissolution, the court shall direct the winding up and liquidation of the corporation’s business and affairs in 
accordance with Code Section 14-3-1406.  Winding up the business of a corporation judicially dissolved may include the corporation’s 
proceeding, after the date of the order of dissolution, (1) in accordance with Code Section 14-3-1407 to notify known claimants, and 
(2) to mail or deliver, with accompanying payment of the cost of publication, a notice containing the information specified in subsection 
(b) of Code Section 14-3-1408 for publication.  Upon such notice, claims against the dissolved corporation will be limited as specified 
in Code Sections 14-3-1407 and 14-3-1408 respectively.
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14-9-119.  Publication of terms of partnership; affidavits of publication as evidence.

(a)  The partners shall publish the terms of the partnership, when registered, for at least six weeks immediately after such registry 
in at least two newspapers published in the county in which the place of business is situated, provided  there are two newspapers 
published in such county.  If only one newspaper is published in such county, then the terms shall be published in that newspaper.  If 
no newspaper is published in the county in which the business is to be transacted, the notice shall be published in the newspaper in 
which the sheriff advertises.

14-11-311(2). Notice by publication - Limited Liability Companies.
 
(2)  Notice may be communicated in person; by telephone, electronic transmission, or other form of wire or wireless communication; 
or by mail or private carrier.  If these forms of personal notice are impracticable, notice may be communicated by a newspaper or 
general circulation in the area where published or by radio, television, or other form of public broadcast communication.

14-11-608. Publication of Request for Claims - Limited Liability Companies.

(a)  A dissolved limited liability company that has filed a statement of commencement of winding up may publish, in the manner pre-
scribed by Code Section 14-11-609, a request that persons with claims against the limited liability company present them in accor-
dance with subsection (b) of this Code section.
(b)  The request must:
 (1)  Describe the information that the limited liability company determines must be included in a claim and provide a mailing  
 address where the claim may be sent;and
 (2)  State that, except for claims that are contingent at the time of the filing of the statement of commencement of winding up or  
 that arise after the filing of the statement of commencement of winding up, a claim against the limited liability company not other 
 wise barred will be barred unless a proceeding to enforce the claim is commenced within two years after the publication of the  
 request.

14-11-609. 

A limited liability company seeking to publish a request for claims described in Code Section 14-11-608 shall mail or deliver to the 
publisher of a newspaper that is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the limited liability company is located, 
or that is a newspaper of general circulation published within such county whose most recently published annual statement of owner-
ship and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation, a request to publish the request for claims.  The request for 
publication of the request for claims shall be accompanied by a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $40.00 in payment 
of the cost of publication.  The notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks commencing within ten days after 
receipt of the notice by the newspaper. 

14-11-1011.  Service upon Dissenting Members  - Limited Liability Companies.

(c)  The limited liability company shall make all dissenters, whether or not residents of this state, whose demands remain unsettled 
parties to the proceeding, which shall have the effect of an action quasi in rem against their membership interests.  The limited liability  
company shall serve a copy of the petition in the proceeding upon each dissenting member who is a resident of this state in the man-
ner provided by law for the service of a summons and complaint and upon each nonresident dissenting member either by registered 
or certified mail and publication or in any other manner permitted by law.

15-1-10.  Removal of court records.

(a)  No records or papers of any court shall be removed out of the county, except in cases of invasion whereby the same may be 
endangered or by order of the court.

(b)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Code section, such records may be stored in accordance with the provisions of sub-
section (b) of Code Section 15-6-86.

15-1-10.1.  Photographs and televising of court proceedings.

(a)  It is declared to be the purpose and intent of the General Assembly that certain standards be considered by the courts in deter-
mining whether to grant requests for the televising, videotaping, or motion picture filming of judicial proceedings.  Such standards are 
intended to provide an evaluation of the impact on the public interest and the rights of the parties in open judicial proceedings, the 
impact upon the integrity and dignity of the court, and whether the proposed activity would contribute to the enhancement of or detract 
from the ends of justice.

(b)  In considering a request for the televising, videotaping, or motion picture filming of judicial proceedings, the court shall consider 
the following factors in determining whether to grant such request:
 (1)  The nature of the particular proceeding at issue;
 (2)  The consent or objection of the parties or witnesses whose
  testimony will be presented in the proceedings;
 (3)  Whether the proposed coverage will promote increased public access to the courts and openness of judicial proceedings;
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 (4)  The impact upon the integrity and dignity of the court;
 (5)  The impact upon the administration of the court;
 (6)  The impact upon due process and the truth finding function of the judicial proceeding;
 (7)  Whether the proposed coverage would contribute to the enhancement of or detract from the ends of justice; 
 (8)  Any special circumstances of the parties, victims, witnesses, or other participants such as the need to protect children or fac 
 tors involving the safety of participants in the judicial proceeding; and
 (9)  Any other factors which the court may determine to be important under the circumstances of the case.
(c)  The court may hear from the parties, witnesses, or other interested persons and from the person or entity requesting coverage 
during the court’s consideration of the factors set forth in this Code section.
(d)  This Code section shall not apply to the use of electronic or photographic means for the presentation of evidence or the perpetua-
tion of a record.
(e)  The court in its discretion may grant requests made under this Code section for all or portions of judicial proceedings.”

15-6-22.  Adjournments of court terms.

 (c)  When the clerk of the superior court is informed by the presiding judge that it is not possible for the judge to attend the 
regular term of the court, from sickness of himself or his family or other unavoidable cause which shall be expressed in the order of 
adjournment, and the judge for proper reasons in his discretion does not procure another judge to preside in his absence, the clerk 
shall adjourn the court to such time as the judge may direct and shall advertise the same at the courthouse of the county in which the 
court is to be held and one or more times in a public newspaper.

15-6-72 (c).  Military service records.

(c)(1)  Any DD 214 record filed pursuant to this Code section shall for a period of 50 years following its filing be exempt from Chapter 
18 of Title 50, relating records.  During that 50 year period, it shall be unlawful for any person to permit inspection of any such record, 
to disclose information contained in any such record, or to issue a copy of all or any part of such record except as authorized by this 
subsection or by a order of a court of competent jurisdiction. 
15-6-74.  Preservation of newspapers containing advertisements.

(a)  The clerk of the superior court is required to procure and preserve for public inspection a complete file of all newspaper issues in 
which his advertisements actually appear.

(b)  The issues of the newspapers so preserved shall be bound, microfilmed, photostated, or photographed and such newspapers, 
microfilm, photographs, or photostatic copies shall be maintained within the county courthouse for a period of not less than 50 years, 
after which time the newspapers, microfilm, photographs, or other photostatic copies may be destroyed, at the discretion of the clerk 
of the superior court.

15-6-86(b)(c). Storage of court records.

“(b) In the event that space at the courthouse or other place where the office of the clerk is located is inadequate to ensure the safe 
storage of records, the clerk, after obtaining written permission from the governing authority of the county and from the superior court 
judge of the circuit in which the county is located or the chief judge in those circuits having more than one judge, may cause the 
records to be stored at a data storage and retrieval facility within the State of Georgia.  The clerk shall give public notice of the place 
of storage by posting notice at the courthouse.  If documents are stored outside the county where the documents were created, the 
government entity shall:

 (1) Bear all costs of transporting such documents back to the county of origin for purposes of responding to requests under 
Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to inspections of public records; and 

 (2) Provide by contract for:

 (A) Specific retrieval times in which documents requested shall be delivered; and

 (B)  Payment of additional fees by the person requesting the documents from the clerk for expedited service.

 (c)(1)  Subject to the requirements of paragraph (2) of this subsection, in a county where the county site is located in an unincor-
porated area of the county and the county governing authority has constructed one or more permanent satellite courthouses within the 
county and has further designated each such structure as a courthouse annex or has otherwise established each such structure as an 
additional courthouse to the courthouse located at the county site, the clerk of superior court shall be authorized to maintain his or her 
offices and all things belonging thereto including the permanent records at one of the additional courthouse locations or at the court-
house at the county site.  The clerk of superior court may, but is not required to, maintain a satellite office at an additional courthouse 
which is not the location of the clerk of superior court’s main office where the permanent records are kept.
 
(2)  The judge of the superior court of the circuit in which the county is located, or the chief judge if the county is a part of a circuit 
having more than one judge, must give written consent for the relocation or additional office, or both, and the county governing 
authority shall provide the necessary office space at the alternate or additional location, or both.
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15-6-96.  Clerk as custodian of records; contracts to market records or computer generated data for profit.

 The clerk of the superior court is the custodian of the records of his or her office.  Any contract to distribute, sell, or otherwise 
market records or computer generated data of the office of the clerk of the superior court for profit shall be made by the clerk of the 
superior court.  If the clerk of the superior court also serves as the clerk of any other court, the provisions of this Code section shall 
be applicable to the records and data of such other court.  A report summarizing contracts entered into pursuant to this Code sec-
tion along with any revenues received therefrom shall be prepared by the clerk of the superior court and submitted to the governing 
authority of the county on a monthly basis.
15-9-1.1.  Judge training.

Upon the failure of a judge to fulfill the training requirements during any three-year period, the Executive Probate Judges Council of 
Georgia shall notify such judge of probate court of the failure to meet the training requirements and conduct a show cause hearing.  
At  the hearing, the council shall determine whether a reasonable excuse exists for the judge’s failure.  If the council determines the 
excuse was reasonable, it may grant an extension of up to six months within which all unfulfilled mandatory training hours, together 
with current requirements, must be met.  If the council finds that there was no reasonable excuse for such failure, it shall issue a rep-
rimand and send it to the Supreme Court for approval.  Oral arguments may be heard under the rules of the Supreme Court.  If the 
reprimand is approved by the Supreme Court, the reprimand shall be made public through posting at the courthouse in the county 
where the judge presides and publishing such reprimand once a week for a period of four consecutive weeks in the legal organ of the 
county.

15-9-11(a).  Advertisment of Probate Judge Special Election.

(a) When a vacancy occurs in the office of judge of the probate court in any county, it shall be the duty of the person who assumes 
the duties of the judge, as provided in Code Section 15-9-10, within ten days after the vacancy occurs, to order a special election 
for the purpose of filling the vacancy. He or she shall give notice of the special election by publication in the newspaper in which the 
citations of the judge of the probate court are published. The special election shall be held in accordance with Chapter 2 of Title 21. 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, if the vacancy occurs after January 1 in the last year of the term of office of the 
judge of probate court, the person assuming the duties of the judge of the probate court shall be commissioned for and shall serve the 
remainder of the unexpired term of office.

15-9-35.  Power to cite absconding fiduciaries; publication of order.

(b)  The judge of the probate court shall cause to be published his order calling upon a person described in subsection (a) of this 
Code section to appear, in the newspaper of his county in which sheriff’s advertisements are published, once a week for four weeks 
immediately preceding the court day on which the person is cited to appear.  The published order shall be directed to the guardian, 
administrator, executor, surety, or other person, shall set the date and time on which the matter in question will be heard, shall indi-
cate all matters to be passed upon at such time, and shall be signed by the judge of the probate court in his official capacity.  Where 
the address of the guardian, administrator, executor, surety, or other person is known, a copy of the published order shall be mailed 
to the party named in the order.  The judge of the probate court shall make an entry of his actions upon the minutes of the court.

15-9-43 (a). Legal organ newspaper preservation.

(a)  The issues of the newspapers preserved as required in paragraph (9) of Code Section 15-9-37 shall be bound, microfilmed, pho-
tostated, or photographed; and such newspapers, microfilm, photographs, or photostatic copies shall be maintained within the county 
courthouse for a period of not less than 50 years, after which time the newspapers, microfilm, photogrpahs, or other photostatic cop-
ies may be donated to a library or historical society, with the concurrence of the director of the Division of Archives and History, in the 
discretion of the probate court.

15-11-10(d).  Confidentiality of records or reports of child abuse.

(d) Notwithstanding any provision contained in this article, in this Code, or in any rule or regulation adopted by any department, board, 
or agency of the state to the contrary, the court and any individual, public or private agency, or other entity participating in a program 
established pursuant to this Code section may exchange, as necessary, information, medical records, school records, records of adju-
dication, treatment records, and any other records or information which may aid in the assessment of and intervention with the chil-
dren and families in the program.  Such information shall be used by such individuals and agencies only for the purposes 
provided in this Code section and as authorized by the court for the purpose of implementing the case plan and for the purposes 
permitted under each agency’s own rules and regulations.  Such information shall not be released to any other individual or agency 
except as may be necessary to effect the appropriate treatment or intervention as provided in the case plan.  Such information shall 
otherwise remain confidential and the court may punish any violations of confidentiality as contempt of court.  Any
person who authorizes or permits any person or agency not listed in Code Section 49-5-41, Code Section 19-7-5, or this Code section 
to have access to such records concerning reports of child abuse declared confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor.  Any person who knowingly and under false pretenses obtains or attempts to obtain records or reports of child abuse 
declared confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 or information contained therein except as authorized by Code Section 49-5-41, Code 
Section 19-7-5, or this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor .  Records made confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 and 
information obtained from such records may not be made a part of any record which is open to the public except that a district attor-
ney may use and make public that record or information in the course of any criminal prosecution for any offense which constitutes or 
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results from child abuse.  This Code section shall not abridge the provisions of Code Section 37-3-166, or 37-4-125, or 37-7-166 relat-
ing to confidentiality of patient or clients records and shall not serve to destroy or in any way abridge the confidentiality or privileged 
character thereof.  

15-11-18(d)(3).  Notice of opening on juvenile court.

(3)  After the initial appointments and prior to any subsequent appointment or reappointment of any part-time or full-time juvenile court 
judge under this Code section the judge or judges responsible for making the appointment shall publish notice of the opening on the 
juvenile court once a month for three months prior to such appointment or reappointment in the official legal organs of each of the 
counties in the circuit where the juvenile court judge has venue.  The expense of such publication shall be paid by the county govern-
ing authority in the county where such notice or notices are 
published.

15-11-28(c),(c.1).  Conduct of juvenile hearings generally; recordation; exclusion from hearing.

(c) Except as otherwise provided by subsection (c.1) of this Code section, the general public shall be excluded from hearings involv-
ing delinquency, deprivation, or unruliness.  Only the parties, their counsel, witnesses, persons accompanying a party for his or her 
assistance, and any other persons as the court finds have a proper interest in the proceeding or in the work of the court may be 
admitted by the court.  The court may temporarily exclude the child from the hearing except while allegations of his or her delinquency 
or unruly conduct are being heard.
 (c.1)  The general public shall be admitted to:
 (1)  An adjudicatory hearing involving an allegation of a designated felony pursuant to Code Section 15-11-37;
 (2)  An adjudicatory hearing involving an allegation of delinquency brought in the interest of any child who has previously been  
 adjudicated delinquent; provided, however, the court shall close any delinquency hearing on an allegation of sexual assault or  
 any delinquency hearing at which any party expects to introduce substantial evidence related to matters of deprivation; or
 (3)  At the court’s discretion, any dispositional hearing involving any proceeding under this article.

15-11-35.1 (e).  Juvenile Aids Information.

(e)  If a child is required by this Code section to submit to an HIV test and is thereby determined to be infected with HIV, that determi-
nation and the name of the child shall be deemed to be AIDS confidential information and shall be reported to:
 (1) The Department of Children and Youth Services or the Department of Corrections, as the case may be, and the Department 
of Human Resources, the latter of which may disclose the name of the child if necessary to provide and shall provide counseling to 
each victim of that child’s AIDS transmitting crime or to any parent or guardian of any victim who is a minor or incompetent person, if 
the Department of Children and Youth Services or the Department of Corrections believes the crime posed a reasonable risk of trans-
mitting HIV to the victim;
 (2)  The court which ordered the HIV test; and
 (3)  Those persons in charge of any facility to which the child has been confined by order of the court.  In addition to any other  
 restrictions regarding the confinement of children, a child determined to be an HIV infected person may be confined in that facility 
  separately from any other children in that facility other than those who have been determined to be infected with HIV if:
 (A)  That child is reasonably believed to be sexually active while confined;
 (B)  That child is reasonably believed to be sexually predatory either during or prior to detention; or
 (C)  The commissioner of children and youth services or the commissioner of corrections, as the case  may be, reason ably  
 determines that other circumstances or conditions exist which indicate that separate confinement would be warranted.”

15-11-58.  Juvenile court records.

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, all files and records of the court in a proceeding under this article are 
open to inspection only upon order of the court.
(b)  Subject to the requirements of subsection (d) of Code Section 15-11-33 and Code Section 15-11-61, the general public shall be 
allowed to inspect court files and records for cases arising under Code Section 15-11-49 or any complaint, petition, or order from 
any case that was open to the public pursuant to subsection (c.1) of Code Section 15-11-28.  The general public shall be allowed to 
inspect court files and records for proceedings involving a legitimation petition under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court pursuant to 
paragraph (a) or (2) of subsection (e) of Code Section 15-11-5.

(c) (1)  The judge may permit authorized representatives of recognized organizations compiling statistics for proper purposes to 
inspect and make abstracts from official records under whatever conditions upon their use and distribution the judge may deem prop-
er and may punish by contempt any violation of those conditions.

(2)  The judge may permit any school principal or any school guidance counselor, school social worker, or school psychologist who is 
certified under Chapter 2 of Title 20 and who is counseling a student as a part of such counseling person’s school employment duties 
to review official records of the court in any proceeding under this chapter concerning that student, including but not limited to records 
of that child’s controlled substance or marijuana abuse, which records are protected by Code Section 49-5-41.1, under whatever con-
ditions that the judge may deem proper and may punish by contempt any violation of those conditions.

(d)  The judge shall permit authorized representatives of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Corrections, the 
Children and Youth Coordinating Council, and the Council of Juvenile Court  Judges to inspect and extract data from any court files 
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and records for the purpose of obtaining statistics on juveniles and to make copies pursuant to the order of the court.
(e)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the complaint, petition, order of adjudication, and order of disposition in any delin-
quency case in  which the child has been adjudicated to be delinquent for a violation of the criminal laws of this state shall be dis-
closed upon request of counsel for the state or the accused for use preliminarily to or in conjunction with a subsequent juvenile or 
criminal proceeding in a court of record.

15-11-59(b),(d),(f).  Juvenile law enforcement records.

(b)  Unless a change of delinquency is transferred for criminal prosecution under Code Section 15-11-39, or the interest of national 
security requires, or the case is one in which the general public may not be excluded from the hearings under subsection (c) or (c.1) 
of Code Section 15-11-28, or the court otherwise orders in the interest of the child, the records and files shall not be open to public 
inspection nor shall their contents be disclosed to the public.
(d)  The court shall allow authorized representatives of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Corrections, and the 
Council of Juvenile Court Judges to inspect and copy law enforcement records for the purpose of obtaining statistics on juveniles.
(e)  Any law enforcement records and files involving an offense over which the superior court shall have exclusive jurisdiction as pro-
vided in paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 15-11-5 shall be kept and reported in the same manner as the records and 
files of adults.

(f)  Access to fingerprint records submitted to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation pursuant to Code Section 15-11-60 shall be limited 
to the administration of criminal justice purposes as defined in Code Section 15-11-2.

15-11-60 (d),(e), (f),(g).  Identity of juveniles kept confidential.

(d)  Upon application of the child, fingerprints and photographs of a child shall be removed from the file and destroyed if a petition 
alleging delinquency is not filed or the proceedings are dismissed after either a petition is filed or the case is transferred to the juvenile 
court as provided in Code Section 15-11-13 or the child is adjudicated not to be a delinquent child.

(e)  Except as provided in this Code section, without the consent of the judge, a child shall not be photographed after he or she is 
taken into custody unless the case is transferred to another court for prosecution.

(f) (1)  The name or picture of any child under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for the first time shall not be made public by any 
news media, upon penalty of contempt under Code Section 15-11-62, except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsec-
tion or as authorized by an order of the court.
 (2)  It shall be mandatory upon the judge of the juvenile court or his or her designee to release the name of any child with regard 
to whom a petition has been filed alleging the child committed a designated felony act or alleging the child committed a delinquent act 
if the child has previously been adjudicated delinquent or if the child has previously been before the court on a delinquency charge 
and adjudication was withheld.  No person, firm, or corporation shall be guilty of any offense by making public the name or picture of 
any such child.

(g) (1)  The name or picture of any child under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for the first time shall not be made public by any 
news media, upon penalty of contempt under Code Section 15-11-62, except as authorized by an order of the court.
 (2)  It shall be mandatory upon the judge of the juvenile court to release the name of any child who is under the jurisdiction of the 
court for a second or subsequent time.  No person, firm, or corporation shall be guilty of any offense by making public the name or 
picture of any such child.

15-11-61(d).  Sealed records in juvenile proceedings.

(d)  Except as otherwise provided by the court, no order sealing files and records under this Code section may be issued regard-
ing any proceeding in which the general public may not be excluded from the hearing under subsection (c) or (c.1) of Code Section 
15-11-28.
  
15-11-66 (d).  Juvenile Proceedings; confidential information.

(d)  Notwithstanding any provision contained in this article, in this Code, or in any rule or regulation adopted by any department, 
board, or agency of the state to the contrary, the court and any individual, public or private agency, or other entity participating in 
a program established pursuant to this Code section may exchange, as necessary, information, medical records, school records, 
records of adjudication, treatment records, and any other records or information which may aid in the assessment of and intervention 
with the children and families in the program.  Such information shall be used by such individuals and agencies only for the purposes 
provided in this Code section and as authorized by the court for the purpose of implementing the case plan and for the purposes 
permitted under each agency’s own rules and regulations.  Such information shall not be released to any other individual or agency 
except as may be necessary to effect the appropriate treatment or intervention as provided in the case plan.  Such information shall 
otherwise remain confidential and the court may punish any violations of confidentiality as contempt of court.  Any person who autho-
rizes or permits any person or agency not listed in Code Section 49-5-41, Code Section 19-7-5, or this Code section to have access 
to such records concerning reports of child abuse declared confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 or information contained therein 
except as authorized by Code Section 49-5-41, Code Section 19-7-5, or this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.  Records 
made confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 and information obtained from such records may not be made a part of any record which 
is open to the public except that a district attorney may use and make public that record or information in the course of any criminal 
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prosecution for any offense which constitutes or results from child abuse.  This Code section shall not abridge the provisions of Code 
Section 37-3-166, 37-4-125, or 37-7-166 relating to confidentiality of patient or client records and shall not serve to destroy or in any 
way abridge the confidential or privileged character thereof.

15-11-66.1(e).  Juvenile Hearings - HIV tests.

(e)  If a child is required by this Code section to submit to an HIV test and is thereby determined to be infected with HIV, that determi-
nation and the name of the child shall be deemed to be AIDS confidential information and shall be reported to:

 (1) The Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Corrections, as the case may be, and the Department of Human  
  Resources, the latter of which may disclose the name of the child if necessary to provide and shall provide counseling to 
each victim of that child’s AIDS transmitting crime to any parent or guardian of any  victim  who is a minor or incompetent person, if 
the Department of Juvenile Justice or the Department of Corrections believes the crime posed a reasonable risk of transmitting HIV to 
the victim;

 (2) The court which ordered the HIV test; and

 (3) Those persons in charge of any facility to which the child has been confined by order of the court.  In addition to any other 
restrictions regarding the confinement of children, a child determined to be an HIV infected person may be confined in that facility 
separately from any other children in that facility other than those who have been determined to be infected with HIV if:

  (A)  That child is reasonably believed to be sexually active whileconfined;
 
  (B)  That child is reasonably believed to be sexually predatory  either during or prior to detention; or

  (C)  The commissioner of juvenile justice or the commissioner of corrections, as the case may be, reasonably determines  
  that other circumstances or conditions exist which indicate that separate confinement would be warranted.

15-11-78.  Juveline hearing access.
(a) As used in this Code section, the term “deprivation proceeding” means a court proceeding stemming from a petition alleging that a 
child is a deprived child.

(b) The general public shall be admitted to:

   (1) An adjudicatory hearing involving an allegation of a designated felony pursuant to Code Section 15-11-63;

   (2) An adjudicatory hearing involving an allegation of delinquency brought in the interest of any child who has previously been adju-
dicated delinquent; provided, however, the court shall close any delinquency hearing on an allegation of sexual assault or any delin-
quency hearing at which any party expects to introduce substantial evidence related to matters of deprivation;

   (3) Any child support hearing;

   (4) Any hearing in a legitimation action filed pursuant to Code Section 19-7-22;

   (5) At the court’s discretion, any dispositional hearing involving any proceeding under this article; or

   (6) Any hearing in a deprivation proceeding, except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this Code section.

(c) The court may close the hearing in a deprivation proceeding only upon making a finding upon the record and issuing a signed 
order as to the reason or reasons for closing all or part of a hearing in such proceeding and stating that:

   (A) The proceeding involves an allegation of an act which, if done by an adult, would constitute a sexual offense under Chapter 6 of 
Title 16; or

   (B) It is in the best interest of the child. In making such a determination, the court shall consider such factors as:

      (i) The age of the child;

      (ii) The nature of the allegations;

      (iii) The effect that an open court proceeding will have on the court’s ability to reunite and rehabilitate the family unit; and

      (iv) Whether the closure is necessary to protect the privacy of a child, of a foster parent or other caretaker of a child, or of a victim 
of domestic violence.

(d) The court may close a hearing or exclude a person from a hearing in any proceeding on its own motion, by motion of a party to 
the proceeding, or by motion of a child who is the subject of the proceeding or the child’s attorney or guardian ad litem.
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(e) Only the parties, their counsel, witnesses, persons accompanying a party for his or her assistance, the victim, and any other per-
sons as the court finds have a proper interest in the proceeding or in the work of the court may be admitted by the court to hearings 
from which the public is excluded; provided, however, that when the conduct alleged in the deprivation proceeding could give rise to a 
criminal or delinquent prosecution, attorneys for the prosecution and the defense shall be admitted.

(f) The court may refuse to admit a person to a hearing in any proceeding upon making a finding upon the record and issuing a 
signed order that the person’s presence at the hearing would:

   (1) Be detrimental to the best interest of a child who is a party to the proceeding;

   (2) Impair the fact-finding process; or

   (3) Be otherwise contrary to the interest of justice.

(g) The court may temporarily exclude any child from a termination of parental rights hearing except while allegations of his or her 
delinquency or unruly conduct are being heard.

(h) Any request for installation and use of electronic recording, transmission, videotaping, or motion picture or still photography of any 
judicial proceeding shall be made to the court at least two days in advance of the hearing. The request shall be evaluated by the court 
pursuant to the standards set forth in Code Section 15-1-10.1.

(i) The judge may order the media not to release identifying information concerning any child or family members or foster parent or 
other caretaker of a child involved in hearings open to the public.

(j) The general public shall be excluded from proceedings in juvenile court unless such hearing has been specified as one in which 
the general public shall be admitted to pursuant to this Code section.

15-11-79(b).  Juvenile court files and records.
(b) Subject to the requirements of subsection (a) of Code Section 15-11-56, subsection (b) of Code Section 15-11-65, and Code 
Section 15-11-79.2, the general public shall be allowed to inspect court files and records for cases arising under Code Section 15-11-
73 or any complaint, petition, or order from any case that was open to the public pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection 
(b) of Code Section 15-11-78. The general public shall be allowed to inspect court files and records for proceedings involving a legiti-
mation petition under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (e) of Code Section 15-11-28.
(c) (1) The Judge may permit authorized representatives of recognized organizations compiling statistics for proper purposes to 
inspect and make abstracts from official records under whatever conditions upon their use and distribution the judge may deem prop-
er and may punish by contempt any violation of those conditions.

(2)  The judge may permit any school principal or any school guidance counselor, or school social worker, or school psychologist who 
is certified under Chapter 2 of Title 20 and who is counseling a child as a part of such counseling person’s school employment duties 
to review official records of the court in any proceeding under this chapter concerning that child, including but not limited to record of 
that child’s controlled substance or marijuana abuse, which records are protected by Code Section 49-5-41.1, under whatever condi-
tions that the judge may deem proper and may punish by contempt any violation of those conditions.

15-11-79.2(e).  Juvenile court records of sexual offense.
(e) The court may seal any record containing information identifying a victim of an act which, if done by an adult, would constitute a 
sexual offense under Chapter 6 of Title 16.

15-11-82.   Juvenile law enforcement records.

(a)  Except as provided in Cide Sections 15-11-79  and 15-11-83, law enforcement records and files concerning a child shall be kept 
separate from the records and files of arrests of adults.
(b) Unless a charge of delinquency is transferred for criminal prosecution under Code Section 15-11-30.2, or the interest of national 
security requires, or the case is one in which the general public may not be excluded from the hearings under Code Section 15-11-78, 
or the court otherwise orders in the interest of the child, the records and files shall not be open to public inspection nor shall their con-
tents be disclosed to the public.
(c)   Inspection of the records and files is permitted by:
 (1)  A juvenile court having the child before it in any proceeding;
 (2) Counsel for a party to the proceedings, with the consent of the  court;
 (3) The officers of public institutions or agencies to whom the child is committed;
 (4)  Law enforcement officers of this state, the United States, or any other jurisdiction when necessary for the discharge of their  
 official duties;
 (5)  A court in which the child is convicted of a criminal offense, for 
 the purpose of a presentence report or other dispositional proceeding;
 (6)  Officials of penal institutions and other penal facilities to which the child is committed;
 (7)  A parole board in considering the child’s parole or discharge or in exercising supervision over the child; or
 (8)  Any school superintendent, principal, assistant principal, school guidance counselor, school social worker, school psycholo-
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gist  certi fied under Chapter 2 of Title 20, or school law enforcement officer appointed pursuant to Chapter 2, 3, or 8 of Title 20 when  
 necessary for the discharge of his or her official duties.
(d)  The court shall allow authorized representatives of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the Department of Corrections, and the 
Council of Juvenile Court Judges to inspect and copy law enforcement records for the purpose of obtaining statistics on children.
(e)  Any law enforcement records and files involving an offense over which the superior court shall have exclusive jurisdiction as pro-
vided in paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 15-11-28 shall be kept and reported in the same manner as the records and 
files of adults.
(f)  Access to fingerprint records submitted to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation pursuant to Code Section 15-11-83 shall be limited 
to the administration of criminal justice purposes as defined in Code Section 15-11-2.

15-11-83(a).  Fingerprinting and photographing of juveniles.

(a)(1) Every child charged with an act which would be a felony if committed by an adult, other than those status offender crimes as 
defined in Code Section 15-11-2, shall be fingerprinted and photographed upon being taken into custody.  Fingerprints and photo-
graphs of children shall be taken and filed separately from those of adults by law enforcement officials to be used in investigating the 
commission of crimes and to be made available as provided in this article and as may be directed by the court.
(2)  Law enforcement agencies may photograph a child who for any reason has been placed in the custody and control of the 
Department of Juvenile Justice and who has absconded and subsequently returned to such custody. Photographs shall be maintained 
in accordance with paragraph (1 ) of this subsection.

15-11-83(f)  Notification of biological fathers of court proceedings.

(f)  Notification provided for in subsection (e) of this Code section shall be given to a biological father who is not a legal father by the 
following methods:

 (1)  Registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, at his last known address, which notice shall be deemed received upon  
 the date of delivery shown on the return receipt;

 (2)  Personal service, which notice shall be deemed received when personal service is perfected; or

 (3)  Publication once a week for three weeks in the official organ of the county where the petition has been filed and of the county  
of his last know address, which notice shall be deemed received upon the date of the last publication.

15-11-83(g).  Publication of names and pictures of juvenile defendants: penalty.

(g) (1)  The name or picture of any child under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court for the first time shall not be made public by any 
news media, upon penalty of contempt under Code Section 15-11-5, except as otherwise provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection 
or as authorized by an order of the court.
 (2)  It shall be  mandatory upon the judge of the juvenile court or his or her designee to release the name of any child with regard 
to whom a petition has been filed alleging the child committed a designated felony act or alleging the child committed a delinquent act 
if the child had previously been before the court on a delinquency charge and adjudication was withheld.  No person, firm, or corpora-
tion shall be guilty of any offense by making public the name or picture of any such child. 

15-11-96(f).  Juvenile Proceedings-notice of termination of rights of biological father.

(f)  Notification provided for in subsection (e) of this Code section shall be given to a biological father who is not a legal father by the 
following methods:

 (1)  Registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, at his last known address, which notice shall be deemed received upon  
 the date of delivery shown on the return receipt;

 (2)  Personal service, which notice shall be deemed received when personal service is perfected; or

 (3)  Publication once a week for three weeks in the official organ of the county where the petition has been filed and of the county  
of his last known address, which notice shall be deemed received upon the date of the last publication.

15-11-174(2).  Courts-access to child abuse reports on records.

The advocate should have the following rights and powers:

(2) To have access to all records and files of the division concerning or relating to a child, and to have access, including the right 
to inspect, copy, and subpoena records held by clerks of the various courts, law enforcement agencies, service providers, including 
medical and mental health, and institutions, public or private, with whom a particular child has been either voluntarily or otherwise 
placed for care or from whom the child has received treatment within the state. To the extent any such information provides the 
names and addresses of individuals who are the subject of any confidential proceeding or statutory confidentiality provisions, such 
names and addresses or related information which has the effect of identifying such individuals shall not be released to the public 
without the consent of such individuals. The Office of the Child Advocate for the Protection of Children is bound by all confidential-
ity safeguards provided in Code Sections 49-5-40 and 49-5-44. Anyone wishing to obtain records held by the Office of the Child 
Advocate shall petition the original agency of record where such records exist;
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15-11-174(b)(2).  Juvenile hearings- motion to quash subpoena.

(2)  The court shall order a hearing on the motion to quash within 5 days of the filing of the motion to quash, which hearings may be 
continued for good cause shown by any party or by the court on its own motion.  Subject to any right to an open hearing in contempt 
proceedings, such hearing shall be closed to the extent necessary to prevent disclosure of the identity of a confidential source; disclo-
sure of  confidential investigative or prosecution material which would endanger the life or physical safety or any person or persons; or 
disclosure of the existence of confidential surveillance, investigation, or grand jury materials or testimony in an ongoing criminal inves-
tigation or prosecution.  Records, motions and orders relating to a motion to quash shall be kept sealed by the court to the extent and 
for the time necessary to prevent public disclosure of such matters, materials, evidence or testimony.

15-12-71.  Grand Jury Reports.

The grand jury may prepare reports or issue presentments based upon its inspections as provided for in this subsection, and any 
such presentments shall be subject to publication as provided for in Code Section 15-12-80.

15-12-80.  Publication of general presentments; publication expense.

Grand juries are authorized to recommend to the court the publication of the whole or any part of their general presentations and to 
prescribe the manner of publication.  When the recommendation is made, the judge shall order the publication as recommended.  
Reasonable charges therefor shall be paid out of the county treasury, upon the certificate of the judge, as other court expenses are 
paid.

15-12-81.  Notice of upcoming appointment by grand jury.

(a)  Whenever it is provided by law that the grand jury of any county shall elect, select, or appoint any person to any office, notice 
thereof shall be given in the manner provided in subsection (b) of this Code section.

(b)  It shall be the duty of any board, authority, or entity whose members are elected, selected, or  appointed by the grand jury of a 
county to notify the clerk of superior court in writing, at least 90 days prior to an upcoming election, selection, or appointment by the 
grand jury, that the grand jury shall elect, select, or appoint a person to the office held by such member at the time of notice; except 
where a vacancy has been created by death, resignation or removal from office, in which case notice shall be given within 10 days of 
the creation of the vacancy. It shall be the duty of the clerk of superior court, upon receiving notice of the upcoming appointment, to 
publish in the official organ of the county a notice that certain officers are to be elected, selected, or appointed by the grand jury of the 
county. The publication shall be once a week for two weeks during a period not sooner than 60 days prior to the election, selection, or 
appointment, except, where a vacancy has been created by death, resignation or removal, notice shall be published once a week for 
two weeks during a period not sooner than 10 days prior to the election, selection, or appointment. The cost of advertisement shall be 
paid from the funds of the county. It shall be the duty of the governing authority of the county to pay the cost promptly upon receiving 
a bill for the advertisement. 

15-16-10.  Sheriff duties.

 a)  It is the duty of the sheriff:
      (4)  To publish sales, citations, and other proceedings as required by law and to keep a file of all newspapers in which his offi-
cial advertisements appear, in the manner required of clerks of the superior courts.

16-5-5.  Suicide Advertising.

Any person who publicly advertises, offers, or holds himself or herself out as offering that he or she will intentionally and actively 
assist another person in the commission of suicide and commits any overt act to further that purpose is guilty of a felony and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years.

16-5-26 (a), (b), (c) Assault and Battery: Publication of second or subsequent conviction.

(a) The clerk of the court in which a person is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of Code Section 16-5-20 and is sen-
tenced pursuant to subsection (d) of such Code section, Code Section 16-5-23 and is sentenced pursuant to subsection (f) of such 
Code section, or Code Section 16-5-23.1 shall cause to be published a notice of conviction for such person. Such notice of conviction 
shall be published in the manner of legal notices in the legal organ of the county in which such person resides or, in the case of non-
residents, in the legal organ of the county in which the person was convicted. Such notice of conviction shall be one column wide by 
two inches long and shall contain the photograph taken by the arresting law enforcement agency at the time of arrest, the name and  
address of the convicted person, and the date, time, place of arrest, and disposition of the case and shall be published once in the 
legal organ of the appropriate county in the second week following such conviction or as soon thereafter as publication may be made. 
(b) The convicted person for which a notice of conviction is published pursuant to this Code section shall be assessed $25.00 for 
the cost of publication of such notiuce and such assessment shall be imposed at the time of conviction in addition to any other fine 
imposed.
(c) The clerk of the court, the publisher of any legal organ which publishes a notice of conviction, and any other person involved in the 
publication of an erroneous notice of conviction shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for such erroneous publication, provided 
that such publication was made in good faith.”
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16-5-96 (a), (b), (c) Stalking: Publication of second or subsequent conviction.

(a) The clerk of the court in which a person is convicted of a second or subsequent violation of Code Section 16-5-90 or 16-5-91 
shall cause to be published a notice of conviction for such person. Such notice of conviction shall be published in the manner of legal 
notices in the legal organ of the county in which such person resides or, in the case of nonresidents, in the legal organ of the county 
in which the person was convicted. Such notice of conviction shall be one column wide by two inches long and shall contain the pho-
tograph taken by the arresting law enforcement agency at the time of arrest, the name and address of the convicted person, and the 
date, time, place of arrest, and dispostition of the case and shall be published once in the legal organ of the appropriate county in the 
second week following such conviction or as soon thereafter as publication may be made. 
(b) The convicted person for which a notice of conviction is published pursuant to this Code section shall be assessed $25.00 for 
the cost of publication of such notice and such assessment shall be imposed at the time of conviction in addition to any other fine 
imposed.
(c) The clerk of the court, the publisher of any legal organ which publishes a notice of conviction, and any other person involved in the 
publication of an erroneous notice of conviction shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for such erroneous publication, provided 
that such publication was made in good faith.”

16-5-110 (a).  Sex crime offender publication.

(a) When a person who has been convicted of a crime for which that person is required to register under Code Section 42-1-12 
makes his or her first report to a sheriff after such person’s release from confinement, placement on probation, or upon establishing 
residency in the country,  the sheriff shall cause to be published a notice of conviction and release from confinement of such person.  
Such notice shall be one column wide by two inches long and shall contain the photograph taken by the arresting law enforcement 
agency at the time of arrest, the name and address of the convicted person; if available,  the date, time, place of arrest, and disposi-
tion of the case.  The notice shall be published at or near the time the person registers with the sheriff at least once, and, at the sher-
iff’s option, may be ublished more than once, in the legal organ of the appropriate county.  The notice shall include the address of the 
Georgia Bureau of Investigation website for additional information regarding the sexual offender registry.

16-6-13(c).  Publication of identity of persons convicted of pandering.

(c)(1)  The clerk of the court in which a person is convicted of pandering shall cause to be published a notice of conviction for each 
such person convicted.  Such notices of conviction shall be published in the manner of legal notices in the legal organ of the county in 
which such person resides or, in the case of nonresidents, in the legal organ of the county in which the person was convicted.  Such 
notice of conviction shall be one column wide by two inches long and shall contain the photograph taken by the arresting law enforce-
ment agency at the time of arrest, name, and address of the convicted person and the date, time, place of arrest, and disposition of 
the case and shall be published once in the legal organ of the appropriate county in the second week following such conviction or as 
soon thereafter as publication may be made.
(2)  The convicted person for which a notice of conviction is published pursuant to this subsection shall be assessed the cost of pub-
lication of such notice and such assessment shall be imposed at the time of conviction in addition to any other fine imposed pursuant 
to this Code section.

16-6-13.2 (h)(2)(c).  Seizure of automobile of sexual offender:  publication of notice.
(C)  If the owner’s or interest holder’s address is not known and is not on record as provided in subparagraph (B) of this paragraph or 
the owner’s or interest holder’s interest is not known, by publication in two consecutive issues of a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county in which the seizure occurs.

(2)  A copy of the notice, which shall include a statement that the owner of such motor vehicle has 30 days within a claim must be 
filed, shall be served upon an owner, interest holder, or person in possession of the motor vehicle at the time of seizure as provided in 
subsection (h) of this Code section and shall be published for at least three successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the county where the seizure was made;  
(B)  If the owner, interest holder, or person who was in possession of the motor vehicle at the time of seizure is unknown or resides 
out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the state or conceals himself or herself so as to 
avoid service, notice of the proceeding shall be published once a week for two successive weeks in the newspaper in which the 
sheriff’s advertisement are published.  Such publication shall be deemed notice to any and all persons having an interest in or right 
affected by such proceeding and from any sale of the motor vehicle resulting therefrom, but shall not constitute notice to an interest 
holder unless that person is unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the 
state or conceals himself or herself to avoid service.

16-6-23.  Publication of name or identity of female raped or assaulted with intent to commit rape.

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any news media or any other person to print and publish, broadcast, televise, or disseminate through any 
other medium of public dissemination or cause to be printed and published, broadcast, televised, or disseminated in any newspaper, 
magazine, periodical, or other publication published in this state or through any radio or television broadcast originating in the state 
the name or identity of any female who may have been raped or upon whom an assault with intent to commit the offense of rape may 
have been made.

(b)  This Code section does not apply to truthful information disclosed in public court documents open to public inspection.
(c)  Any person or corporation violating this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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16-7-43 (c).  Litter violators names published.

(c)The court may publish the names of persons convicted of violating subsection (a) of this Code Section.

16-7-53 (e).  Egregious littering violators names published.

(e)(1)  The court shall cause to be published a notice of conviction for each person convicted of violating any provision of this Code 
section.  Such notices of conviction shall be published in the manner of legal notices in the legal organ county in which such person 
resides or, in the case of a nonresident, in the legal organ of the county in which the person was convicted.  Such notice of conviction 
shall contain the name and address of the convicted personl; date, time, and place or arrest; and disposition of the case and shall 
be published once in the legal organ of the appropriate county in the second week following such conviction or as soon thereafter as 
publication may be made.
(2)  The convicted person for which a notice of conviction is published pursuant to this subsection shall be assessed the cost of publi-
cation of such notice, and such assessment shall be imposed at the time of conviction in addition to any other fine imposed pursuant 
to this Code section.
(3)  The clerk of the court, the publisher of any legal organ which publishes a notice of conviction, and any other person involved in 
the publication of an erroneous notice of conviction shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for such erroneous publication, pro-
vided such publication was made in good faith.

16-7-58.  Advertisements on Private Property - Littering

   (a) It shall be unlawful for any person to place posters, signs, or advertisements:

   (1) On any public property or building, unless the owner thereof or the occupier as authorized by such owner has given permis-
sion to place such posters, signs, or advertisements on such property; provided, however, that signs within the rights of way of public 
roads shall be governed by Code Section 32-6-51;

   (2) On any private property unless the owner thereof or the occupier as authorized by such owner has given permission to place 
such posters, signs, or advertisements on such property; and, provided, further that no municipal, county, or consolidated government 
may restrict by regulation or other means the length of time a political campaign sign may be displayed or the number of signs which 
may be displayed on private property for which permission has been granted; or

   (3) On any property zoned for commercial or industrial uses if the placement of such posters, signs, or advertisements conflicts with 
any zoning laws or ordinances.

(b) Any poster, sign, or advertisement placed in violation of paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code section is declared to be a 
public nuisance, and the officials having jurisdiction of the public property or building, including without limitation law enforcement offi-
cers, may remove or direct the removal of the same.

(c) Each poster, sign, or advertisement placed in violation of this Code section shall constitute a separate offense.

(d) Any person who violates this Code section shall be punished the same as for littering under Code Section 16-7-43.

16-9-39.  Publication of information regarding schemes, devises, means, or methods for financial transaction card fraud or theft of 
telecommunication services.

(a)  As used in this Code section, “publish” means the communication or dissemination of information to any one or more persons 
either orally, in person, by telephone, radio or television, or in writing of any kind, including without limitation a letter, memorandum, 
circular, handbill, newspaper or magazine article, or book.

(b)  A person who publishes the number or code of any existing, canceled, revoked, or nonexistent telephone number, credit number, 
or other credit device, or method of numbering or coding which is employed in the issuance of telephone numbers, credit numbers, 
or other credit devices with knowledge or reason to believe that it may be used to avoid the payment of any lawful telephone or tele-
graph toll charge under circumstances evidencing an intent to have such telephone number, credit number, credit device, or method 
of numbering or coding so used shall be punished as provided in subsection (a) of Code Section 16-9-38.
(c)  An offense under this Code section may be deemed to have been committed at either the place at which the publication was initi-
ated, at which publication was received, or at which the information so published was utilized to avoid or attempt to avoid payment of 
any lawful telephone or telegraph charge.

16-9-93(c)-(e).  Computer crimes.

(c)  Computer Invasion of Privacy.  Any person who uses a computer or computer network with the intention of examining any 
employment, medical, salary, credit, or any other financial or personal data relating to any other person with knowledge that such 
examination is without authority shall be guilty of the crime of computer invasion of privacy.

(d)  Computer Forgery.  Any person who creates, alters, or deletes any data contained in any computer or computer network, who, if 
such person had created, altered, or deleted a tangible document or instrument would have committed forgery under Article 1 of this 
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chapter, shall be guilty of the crime of computer forgery.

(e)  Computer Password Disclosure.  Any person who discloses a number, code, password, or other means of access to a computer 
or computer network knowing that such disclosure is without authority and which results in damages shall be guilty of the crime of 
computer password disclosure.
16-9-101.  Deceptive commercial email- illegal

Any person who initiates a commercial e-mail that the person knew or should have known to be false or misleading that is sent from, 
passes through, or is received by a protected computer shall be quilty of the crime of initiation of deceptive commercial e-mail.

16-9-123. Identify fraud confidentiality information.

The administrator appointed under Code section 10-1-395 shall have the authority to investigate any complaints of consumer victims 
regarding identity fraud. In conducting such investigations the administrator shall have all investigative powers which are available to 
the administrator under Part 2 of Article 15 of Chapter 1 of title 10, the ‘Fair Business Practices Act of 1975.’ If, after such investiga-
tion, the administrator determines that a person has been a consumer victim of identity fraud in this state, the administrator shall, at 
the request of the consumer victim, provide the consumer victim with certification of the findings of such investigation. Copies of any 
and all complaints received by any law enforcement agency of this state regarding potential violation of this article shall be transmitted 
to the Governor’s Office of Consumer Affairs.  The Governor’s office of Consumer Affairs shall maintain a repository for all complaints 
in the State of Georgia regarding identity fraud. Information contained in such repository shall not be subject to public disclosure.

16-10-6. (b)  

(b) Any employee, appointed officer, or elected officer of a political subdivision, hereafter referred to as “employing political subdivi-
sion,” or agency thereof or any employee or appointed officer of an employing local authority who for himself or herself or in behalf of 
any business entity sells any real or personal property to:
   (1) The employing political subdivision or employing local authority;
   (2) An agency of the employing political subdivision;
   (3) A political subdivision for which local taxes for education are levied by the employing political subdivision; or
   (4) A political subdivision which levies local taxes for education for the employing political subdivision
 
shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years.
 
16-10-94.  Tampering with evidence.

(c)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, any person who violates subsection (a) of this Code section involving the pros-
ecution or defense of a felony and involving another person shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than three years; provided, however, that any person who violates subsection (a) of 
this Code section involving the prosecution or defense of a serious violent felony as defined in subsection (a) of Code Section 17-10-
6.1 and involving another person shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not 
less than one nor more than ten years.  Except otherwise provided in this subsection, any person who violates subsection (a) of this 
Code section involving the prosecution or defense of a misdemeanor shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

16-11-4.  Advocating overthrow of government.

(b)  A person commits the offense of advocating the overthrow of the government if he knowingly and willfully commits any of the fol-
lowing acts:
     (2)  Prints, publishes, edits, issues, circulates, sells, distributes, exhibits, or displays any written or printed matter advocating, 
advising, or teaching the duty, necessity, desirability, or propriety of overthrowing or destroying the government of the state or of any 
political subdivision thereof by force or violence.

16-11-40.  Criminal defamation.

(a)  A person commits the offense of criminal defamation when, without a privilege to do so and with intent to defame another, living 
or dead, he communicates false matter which tends to blacken the memory of one who is dead or which exposes one who is alive to 
hatred,  contempt, or ridicule, and which tends to provoke a breach of the peace.

(b)  A person who violates subsection (a) of this Code section is guilty of a misdemeanor.

16-11-62(1-7).  Crimes of wiretapping, eavesdropping, surveillance and related offenses.

(1)  Any person in a clandestine manner intentionally to overhear, transmit, or record or attempt to overhear, transmit, or record the 
private conversation of another which shall originate in any private place;
(2)  Any person, through the use of any device, without the consent of all persons observed, to observe, photograph, or record the 
activities of another which occur in any private place and out of public view; provided, however, that it shall not be unlawful;

 (A)  To use any device to observe, photograph, or record the activities of persons incarcerated in any jail, correctional institution,  
 or any other facility in which persons who are charged with or who have been convicted of the commission of a crime are incar 
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 cerated, provided that such equipment shall not be used while the prisoner is discussing his or her case with his or her attorney;  
 or
 
 (B)  For an owner or occupier of real property to use for security purposes, crime prevention, or crime detection, any device to  
 observe, photograph, or record the activities of persons who are on the property or an approach therto in areas where there is no  
reasonable expectation of privacy; 

(3)  Any person to go on or about the premises of another or any private place for the purpose of invading the privacy of others by 
eavesdropping upon their conversations or secretly observing their activities,
(4)  Any person intentionally and secretly to intercept by the use of any device, instrument, or apparatus the contents of a message 
sent by telephone, telegraph, letter, or by any other means of private communication:

(5)  Any person to divulge to any unauthorized person or authority the content or substance of any private message intercepted law-
fully in the manner provided for in Code Section 16-11-65;

(6)  Any person to sell, give, or distribute, without legal authority, to any person or entity any photograph, videotape, or record, or 
copies thereof, of the activities of another which occur in any private place and out of public view without the consent of all persons 
observed; or

(7)  Any person to commit any other acts of nature similar to those set out in paragraphs (1) through (6) of this Code section which 
invade the privacy of another.

16-11-64.  Interception of wire or oral transmissions by law enforcement officers.

     (5)  The application for any investigation warrant under this Code section, any supporting evidence in connection therewith, and 
any entry of the issuance of an investigation warrant as a result thereof shall remain confidential and in the custody of the judge and 
shall not be released nor information touching same in any manner be disclosed, except upon written order of the judge or except at 
the time of trial of the case in which such evidence is used or in which evidence derived from such surveillance is used;
 (8)  Any publication of the information or evidence obtained under a warrant issued hereunder other than that necessary and 
essential to the preparation of and actual prosecution for the crime specified in the warrant shall be an unlawful invasion of privacy 
under this part and shall cause such evidence and information to be inadmissible in any criminal prosecution.

16-11-66.  Wiretapping- where permitted.

 (a)  Nothing in Code Section 16-11-62  shall prohibit a person from intercepting a wire, oral, or electronic communication where 
as such person is a party to the communication or one of the parties to the communication has given consent to such interception.

 (b)   After obtaining the consent required by this subsection, the telephonic conversations or electronic communications to which 
a child under the age of 18 years is a party may be recorded and divulged, and such recording and dissemination may be done by  
a private citizen, law enforcement agency, or prosecuter’s office.  Nothing in this subsection shall be constructed to require that the  
recording device be activated by the child.  Consent for the recording or divulging of the conversations of a child under the age of 18 
years conducted by telephone or electronic communication shall be given only by order of a judge of a superior court upon written 
application,as provided in subsection (c) of this Code section.  Said recording shall not be used in any prosecution of the child in any 
delinquency or criminal proceeding.  An application to a judge of the superior court made pursuant to this Code section need not com-
ply with the procedures set out in Code Section 16-11-64.

 (c)  A judge to whom a written application has been made shall issue the order provided by subsection (b) of this Code section  
 only:

  (1)  Upon finding probable cause that a crime has been committed;

  (2)  Upon finding that the child understands that the conversation is to be recorded and that such child agrees to participate;  
  and 

  (3)  Upon determining that participation is not harmful to such child.

 A true and correct copy of the recording provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section shall be returned to the superior court 
judge whoissued the order and such copy of the recording shall be kept under seal until further order of the court.

 (d)  The provisions of this article shall not be constructed to prohibit a parent or guardian of a child under 18 years of age, with 
or without the consent of such minor child, from monitoring or intercepting telephon ic conversations of such minor child with-
out another person by use of  an extension phone located within the family home, or electronic or other communications of such 
minor from within the family home,  for the purpose of ensuring the welfare of such minor child.  If the parent or guardian has a rea-
sonable or good faith belief that such conversa- tion or communication is evidence of criminal conduct involving such child as 
a victim or an attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to involve such child in criminal activity affecting the welfare or best interest of such 
child, the parent or guardian may disclose the content of such telephonic conversation or electronic communication to  the 
district attorney or a law enforcement officer.  A recording or other record of any such conversation or communication made by a par-
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ent  or guardian in accordance with this subsection that contains evidence  of criminal conduct involving such child as a victim or 
an attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to involve such a child in criminal activity shall be admissible in a judicial proceeding except as 
otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this Code section.

16-11-66.1(b)(2).  Wiretapping, eavesdropping, surveillance, and related offenses.

 (2) It shall be unlawful for any person to broadcast, print, or publish the contents of any communication transmitted between cel-
lular radio telephones or between any cellular radio telephone and a landline telephone if the communication has been intercepted in 
violation of paragraph (1) of this subsection.

16-11-151 (b)(1).  Prohibited training regarding dangerous weapons.

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person to:
 (1)  Teach, train, or demonstrate to any other person the use, application, or making of any illegal firearm, dangerous weapon, 
explosive, or incendiary device capable of causing injury or death or  persons either directly or through a writing or over or through a  
computer or computer network if the person teaching, training, or demonstrating knows, has reason to know, or intends that such  
teaching, training, or demonstrating will be unlawfully employed for use in or in furtherance of a civil disorder, riot, or insurrection.

16-11-172 (c).  Criminal records disclosure by government employee-dismissal and felony charge.

(c) Any government official who willfully or intentionally compromises the identity, confidentiality, and security of any records and data 
pursuant to this part shall be guilty of a felony and fined no less than $5,000.00 and shall be subject to automatic dismissal from his or 
her employment.

16-12-26.  Advertising commercial gambling.

(a)  A person who knowingly prints, publishes, or advertises any lottery or other scheme for commercial gambling or who knowingly 
prints or publishes any lottery ticket, policy ticket, or other similar device designed to serve as evidence of participation in a lottery 
commits the offense of advertising commercial gambling.

(b)  A person who commits the offense of advertising commercial gambling shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated 
nature.

16-12-27.  Advertisement or solicitation for participation in lotteries.

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or other entity to sell, distribute, televise, broadcast, or dissemi-
nate any advertisement, television or radio commercial, or any book, magazine, periodical, newspaper, or other written or printed mat-
ter containing an advertisement or solicitation for participation in any lottery declared to be unlawful by the laws of this state unless 
such advertisement, commercial, or solicitation contains or includes the words, “void in Georgia” printed or spoken so as to be clearly 
legible or audible to persons viewing or hearing 
such advertisement, commercial, or solicitation.

(b)  Any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or other entity violating subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor.

16-12-28.  Communicating gambling information.

(a)  A person who knowingly communicates information as to bets, betting odds, or changes in betting odds or who knowingly installs 
or maintains equipment for the transmission or receipt of such information with the intent to further gambling commits the offense of 
communicating gambling information.
(b)  A person who commits the offense of communicating gambling information, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by impris-
onment for not less than one nor more than five years or by a fine not to exceed $5,000.00, or both.

16-12-32(e).  Sale of seized gambling contraband.

If the owner or lessee is unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the 
state or conceals himself so as to avoid service, notice of such proceedings shall be published once a week for two consecutive 
weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are published.

16-12-80.  Distributing obscene materials.

(a)  A person commits the offense of distributing obscene materials when he sells, lends, rents, leases, gives, advertises, publishes, 
exhibits, or otherwise disseminates to any person any obscene material of any description, knowing the obscene nature thereof, 
or offers to do so, or possesses such material with the intent to do so, provided that the word “knowingly,” as used herein, shall be 
deemed to be either actual or constructive knowledge of the obscene contents of the subject matter and a person has constructive 
knowledge of the obscene contents if he has knowledge of facts which would put a reasonable and prudent person on notice as to the 
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suspect nature of the material; provided, however, that the character and reputation of the individual charged with an offense under 
this law, and, if a commercial dissemination of obscene material is involved, the character and reputation of the business establish-
ment involved may be placed in evidence by the defendant on the question of intent to violate this law.  Undeveloped photographs, 
molds, printing plates, and the like shall be deemed obscene notwithstanding that processing or other acts may be required to make 
the obscenity patent or to disseminate it.
(b)  Material is obscene if:
 (1)  To the average person, applying contemporary community standards, taken as a whole, it predominantly appeals to the pruri 
 ent interest, that is, shameful or morbid interest in nudity, sex, or excretion;
 (2)  The material taken as a whole lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value; and 
 (3)  The material depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way sexual conduct specifically defined in subparagraphs (A)  
 through (E) below:
  (A)  Acts of sexual intercourse, heterosexual or homosexual, normal or perverted, actual or simulated;
  (B)  Acts of masturbation;
  (C)  Acts involving excretory functions or lewd exhibition of the genitals;
  (D)  Acts of bestiality or the fondling of sex organs of animals; or
  (E)  Sexual acts of flagellation, torture, or other violence indicating a sadomasochistic sexual relationship;

(c)  Additionally, any device designed or marketed as useful primarily for the stimulation of human genital organs is obscene material 
under this Code section.

(d)  Material not otherwise obscene may be obscene under this Code section if the distribution thereof, the offer to do so, or the pos-
session with the intent to do so is a commercial exploitation of erotica solely for the sake of their prurient appeal.

(e)  It is an affirmative defense under this Code section that dissemination of the material was restricted to:
  (1)  A person associated with an institution of higher learning, either as a member of the faculty or a matriculated student, 
teaching or pursuing a course of study related to such material; or
  (2)  A person whose receipt of such material was authorized in writing by a licensed medical practitioner or psychiatrist.
(f)  A person who commits the offense of distributing obscene material shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated 
nature.

16-13-32(g).  Forfeiture of drug related contraband.

(g)  If the owner is unknown, notice of such proceedings shall be published once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the 
sheriff’s advertisements are published.  The petition shall allege that the seized items were distributed or possessed in violation of this 
Code section.

16-13-32.3.  Use of communications facility to commit felony.

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly or intentionally to use any communication facility in committing or in causing or facili-
tating the commission of any act or acts constituting a felony under this chapter.  Each separate use of a communication facility shall 
be a separate offense under this Code section.  For purposes of this Code section, the term ‘communication facility’ means any and 
all public and private instrumentalities used or useful in the transmission of writing, signs, signals, pictures, or sounds of all kinds and 
includes mail, telephone, wire, radio, computer or computer network, and all other means of communication.

16-13-49 (n). Controlled Substances - Seizure of Property.

If the estimated value of personal property seized  is $25,000.00 or less, the district attorney may elect to proceed under the provi-
sions of this subsection in the following manner: 
 (1)  Notice of the seizure of such property shall be posted in a prominent location in the courthouse of the county in which the 
property was seized.  Such notice shall include a description of the property, the date and place of seizure, the conduct giving rise to 
forfeiture, a statement that the owner of such property has 30 days within which a claim must be filed, and the violation of law alleged;     
 (2)  A copy of the notice, which shall include a statement that the owner of such property has 30 days within which a claim must 
be filed, shall be served upon an owner, interest holder, or person in possession of the 
property at the time of seizure as provided in subsection (i) of this Code section and shall be published for at least three successive 
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the seizure was made;

17-4-20.1 (d).  Access to Family Violence Reports of Law Enforcement Officers.

The report provided for in subsection (c) of this Code section shall be considered as being made for statistical purposes only and 
where no 

arrests are made shall not be subject to the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.  However, upon request, a defendant who 
has been arrested for an act of family violence shall be entitled to review and copy any report prepared in accordance with this Code 
section relating to the defendant.
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17-5-52.  Disposition of weapons.

(a)  When a final judgement is entered finding a defendant guilty of the commission or attempted commission of a crime against any 
person or guilty of the commission of a crime or delinquent act involving the illegal possession or carrying of a weapon, any devise 
which was used as a weapon in the commission of the crime or delinquent act shall be turned over by the person having custody of 
the devise to the sheriff of the county wherein the device was confiscated when the device is no longer needed for evidentiary pur-
poses. Within 90 days after receiving the device, the sheriff shall retain the device for use in law enforcement, destroy the same, or 
advertise it for sale in such manner as other sheriff’s sales are advertised and shall sell the device to the highest bidder at the next 
sheriff’s sale conducted after the completion of the advertisements, provided that, if the device used as a weapon in the crime is not 
the property of the defendant, there shall be no forfeiture of such weapon.
(b)  The proceeds derived from all sales of such devices, after deducting the costs of the advertising and the sale, shall be turned in 
to the treasury of the county wherein the sale is made; provided, however, that if the device was used in the commission of a crime 
within a municipal corporation, the proceeds derived from the sale of the device, after deducting the costs of the advertising and the 
sale, shall be turned in to the treasury of the municipality wherein the crime was committed.” 

17-5-54(1).  Disposition of personal property in custody of law enforcement agencies.

 (1)  Upon the superior court’s granting an order for the sale of personal property, the officer shall provide for a notice to be placed 
once a week for four weeks in the legal organ of the county specifically describing each item and advising possible owners of items of 
the method of contacting the law enforcement agency; provided, however, that miscellaneous items having an estimated fair market 
value of $75.00 or less may be advertised or sold, or both, in lots.  such notice shall also stipulate a date, time, and place said items 
will be placed for public sale if not claimed.  Such notice shall also stipulate whether said items or groups of items are to be sold in 
blocks, by lot numbers, by entire list of items, or separately.

17-5-54(a)(1). Disposition of seized property - notice.

 “(a)(1) Except as provided in Code Sections 17-5-55 and 17-5-56 and subsections (d), (e), and (f) of this Code section, when 
a law enforcement agency assumes custody of any personal property which is the subject of a crime or has been abandoned or is 
otherwise seized, a disposition of such property shall be made in accordance with the provisions of this Code section. When a final 
verdict and judgment is entered finding a defendant guilty of the commission of a crime, an personal property used as evidence in the 
trial shall be returned to the rightful owner of the property. All personal property in the custody of a law enforcement agency, including 
personal property used as evidence in a criminal trial, which is unclaimed after a period of 90 days following its seizure, or following 
the final verdict and judgment in the case of property used as evidence, and which is no longer needed in a criminal investgation or 
for evidentiary purposes in accordance with Code Section 17-5-55 or 17-5-56 shall be subject to disposition by the law enforcement 
agency. The sheriff, chief of police, or other executive officer of a law enforcement agency shall make application to the superior 
court for an order to retain, sell, or discard such property. In the application the officer shall state each item of personal property to be 
retained, sold, or discarded. Upon the superior court’s granting an order for the sale of personal property, the officer shall provide for 
a notice to be placed once a week for four weeks in the legal organ of the county specifically describing each item and advising pos-
sible owners of items of the method of contacting the law enforcement agency: provided, however, that miscellaneous items having 
an estimated fair market value of $75.00 or less may be advertised or sold, or both, in lots. Such notice shall also stipulate a date, 
time, and place said items will be placed for public sale if not claimed. Such notice shall also stipulate whether said items or groups of 
items are to be sold in blocks, by lot numbers, by entire list of items, or separately.”

18-3-14 (a).  Attachment.

     (5)  Where it shall appear by affidavit that a defendant in the attachment action is not a resident of this state or has departed 
from this state or, after due diligence, cannot be found in this state or that the defendant conceals his place of residence from the 
plaintiff, notice may be given by causing two publications of the written notice in the paper in which advertisements are printed by the 
sheriff in each county in which a writ of attachment is served.  Such publications must be at least six days apart and the second publi-
cation must be made not more than 21 days after levy upon the property of the defendant.

18-4-64 (a).  Garnishment.

     (5) (A)  Where it shall appear by affidavit that a defendant in the garnishment action is not a resident of this state or has 
departed from this state, or after due diligence cannot be found in this state, or conceals his place of residence from the plaintiff, 
notice may be given by causing two publications of the written notice in the paper in which advertisements are printed by the sheriff in 
each county in which a summons of garnishment is served.  Such publications must be a least six days  apart; and the second pub-
lication must be made not more than 21 days after the service of the summons of garnishment on the garnishee.  A certification by 
the person causing the notice to be published shall be filed with the clerk, provided such publication shall constitute sufficient notice 
alone,. unless the plaintiff has actual knowledge of the defendant’s address, in which case, to provide sufficient notice, the plaintiff 
shall also mail a written notice of garnishment to the defendant at said address.

19-1-5.  Statewide Child Fatality Review Panel.

Meetings and proceedings of :
      (1)  A committee in the exercise of its duties shall be closed to the public and shall not be subject to Chapter 14 of Title 50, 
relating to open meetings;
      (2) The panel shall be open to the public as long as information identifying a deceased child, any family member of the child, 
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or alleged or suspected perpetrator of abuse upon the child is not disclosed during such meetings or proceedings, but the panel is 
authorized to close such  meeting to the public when such identifying information is required to be disclosed to members of the panel 
in order for the panel to carry out its duties.

19-1-6.  Statewide Child Review Panel Records.

(a) Records and other documents which are made public records pursuant to any other provisions of law shall remain public records 
notwithstanding their being obtained, considered, or both, by  either a committee or the panel.

(b)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, reports of a committee made pursuant to Code Section 19-1-3 and 
reports of the panel made pursuant to Code Section 19-1-4 shall be public records and shall be released to any person making a 
request therefore but the panel or committee having possession of such records or reports shall only release them after expunging 
therefrom all information contained therein which would permit identifying the deceased child, any family member of the child, any 
alleged or suspected perpetrator of abuse upon the child, or any reporter of suspected child abuse.
 (c)  Statistical compilations of data by a committee or the panel based upon information received thereby and containing no infor-
mation which would permit the identification of any person shall be public records.
 (d)  Members of a committee or of the panel shall not disclose what transpires at any meeting other than one made public by 
Code Section 19-1-5 nor disclose any information the disclosure of which is prohibited by this Code section, except to carry out the 
purposes of this chapter.  Any person who knowingly violates this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
 (e)  A person who presents information to a committee or the panel or who is a member of either body shall not be questioned in 
any civil or criminal proceeding regarding such presentation or regarding opinions formed by or confidential information obtained by 
such person as a result of serving as a member of either body.  This subsection shall not be construed to prohibit any  person  from 
testifying regarding information obtained independently of a committee or the panel.  In any proceeding in which testimony of such a 
member is offered the court shall first determine the source of such witness’s knowledge.
 (f)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, information acquired by and records of a committee or the panel shall be 
confidential, shall not be disclosed, and shall not be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to open records, or subject 
to subpoena, discovery, or introduction into evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding.
 (g)  A member of a committee or the panel shall not be civilly or criminally liable for any disclosure of information made by such 
member as authorized by this Code section.

19-6-52.  Child Support Commission- open meetings

(a) The commission shall hold meetings at the call of the chairperson or as called by the Governor.  Meetings shall be open to the 
public.

19-8-12.  Notification to biological fathers of adoption proceedings.

(c)  Notification provided for in subsection (b) of this Code section shall be given to a biological father who is not a legal father by the 
following methods:

 (1)  Registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, at his last known address, which notice shall be deemed received upon 
the date of delivery shown on the return receipt;

 (2)  Personal service, which notice shall be deemed received when personal service is perfected; or

 (3)  Publication once a week for three weeks in the official organ of the county where the petition has been filed and of the county 
of his last known address, which notice shall be deemed received upon the date of the last publication.

19-8-19.  Unlawful adoption advertisements; unlawful inducements; penalties. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person,  organization, corporation, hospital, or association of any kind whatsoever which has not been 
established as a licensed child-placing agency by the Department of Human Resources to advertise, whether in a periodical, by televi-
sion, by radio, or by any other public medium or by any private means, including letters, circulars, handbills, and oral statements, that 
the person, organization, corporation, hospital, or association will adopt children or will arrange for or cause children to be adopted or 
placed for adoption.
(b)  It shall likewise be unlawful for any such person, organization, corporation, hospital, or association directly or indirectly to hold out 
inducements to parents to part with their children.  As used in this subsection, “inducements” shall include any financial assistance, 
either direct or indirect, from whatever source, except payment or reimbursement 
of the medical expenses directly related to the mother’s pregnancy and hospitalization for the birth of the child and medical care for 
the child.

(c)  Any person who violates subsection (a) or (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by a fine not to exceed $10,000.00 or imprisoned for not more than ten years, or both, in the discretion of the court.

19-8-23.  Adoptions.

(e)  Records relating in any manner to adoption shall not be open to the general public for inspection.
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19-8-24(a)(1). Unlawful adoption advertisements.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, organization, corporation, hospital, or association of any kind whatsoever which has not been 
established as a child-placing agency by the department to:
 (1) Advertise, whether in a periodical, by television, by radio, or by any other public medium or by any private means, including 
letters, circulars, handbills, and oral statements, that the person, organization, corporation, hospital, or association will adopt children 
or will arrange for or cause children to be adopted or placed for adoption.

19-11-9(e).  Putative father registry.

(e)  The information which is obtained by the department shall only be available to:
 (1)  A governmental department, board, commission, bureau, agency, or political subdivision of any state for purposes of locating 
an absent parent or putative father to establish or to enforce his obligation of support, of enforcing a child custody determination, or of 
enforcing any state or federal law with respect to the unlawful taking or restraint of a child; or
 (2)  The department, a licensed child-placing agency, or a member in good standing of the State Bar of Georgia in response to a 
request for information for purposes of locating a biological father who is not the legal father to provide notice of adoption proceedings 
or a proceeding to terminate the rights of a biological father who is not a legal father.  The request for information shall include, to the 
extent the information is known to the department, agency, or attorney, the name, address, and social security number of the mother 
of the child and of the alleged biological father who is not the legal father of the child and the child’s name, sex, and date of birth.  
The department shall within two business days of its receipt of such a request for information issue a written certificate documenting 
its response.

19-11-9.3(b).  Child support delinquency list.

(b)  The agency (Department of Human Resources) shall maintain a state-wide certified list of those persons included in any case 
enforced under this article for whom an order for child support has been rendered and who are not in compliance with that order.  The 
certified list must be updated on a monthly basis.  The agency shall submit to each licensing entity a certified list with the name, social 
security number, if known, date of birth, and last known address of each person on the list.

19-11-30(a)(1).  Child support information.

(a) (1) Information and records obtained by the department pursuant to any provision of this article or Title IV-D of the federal Social 
Security Act shall be deemed to be confidential and shall be released only by permission of the party or parties named in the informa-
tion or records, by order of the court, or for those purposes specifically authorized by this article. Any person who violates this Code 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(b)  The department shall establish safeguards against the unauthorized us or disclosure of information relating to:

 (1)  Proceedings or actions to establish paternity;

 (2)  Proceedings to establish or enforce support;

 (3)  The whereabouts of one party to another party against whom a protective order with respect to the former party has been  
 entered; and

 (4)  The whereabouts of one party to another party if the department has reason to believe that the release of the information  
 may result in physical or emotional harm to the former party.

19-11-30.4  Child support financial information.

No employee or agent of the state shall divulge any information collected pursuant to Code Section 19-11-30.1 through 19-11-30.11 
to any public or private agency or individual except in the manner prescribed in this Code section.  Information may be disclosed and 
shared by and between any employee of an administering agency and any subgrantee, local administering agency, or contractor per-
forming child support enforcement functions under the provisions of Title IV-D of the federal Social Security Act.  Unauthorized disclo-
sure shall be punished pursuant to Code Section 19-11-30.

19-12-1.  Petition for name change.

(b)  Within seven days of the filing of the petition, the petitioner shall cause a notice of the filing, signed by him, to be published in the 
official legal organ of the county once a week for four weeks,  The notice shall contain therein the name of the petitioner, the name of 
the person whose name is to be changed if different from that of the petitioner, the new name desired, the court in which the petition 
is pending, the date on which the petition was filed, and the right of any interested or affected party to appear and file objections.

19-13-23.  Disclosure of family violence shelter location.

(a)  Any person who knowingly publishes, disseminates, or otherwise discloses the location of a family violence shelter is guilty of a 
misdemeanor.
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(b)  This Code section shall not apply to:

(1)  Confidential communications between a client and his or her attorney; or

(2)  Instances when such publication, dissemination, or disclosure is authorized by the director of the shelter.

19-13-55.  Confidentiality of domestic violence registry.

Any individual, agency, or court which obtains information from the registry shall keep such information or parts thereof confiden-
tial, and shall not disseminate or disclose such information, or parts thereof, except as authorized in this article or otherwise by law.  
Violation of this Code section shall be a misdemeanor.

19-15-3 (o).  Child abuse protocol committee meetings.

(o)  Each local review committee shall issue an annual report no later than the first day of July in 2001 and in each year thereafter.  
The report shall:
 (1)  Specify the numbers of reports received by that review committee from a county medical examiner or coroner pursuant to 
subsection (h)  of this Code section for the preceding calendar year;
 (2)  Specify the number of reports of child fatality reviews prepared by the review committee during such period;
 (3)  Be published at least once annually in the legal organ of the county or counties for which the review committee was estab-
lished with the expense of such publication paid each by such county; and
 (4)  Be transmitted, no later than the fifteenth day of July in 2001 and in each year thereafter, to the Georgia Child Fatality 
Review Panel and the Judiciary Committee of the House of Representatives and Senate.

19-15-5.

(a)   A protocol committee or review committee in the exercise of its duties shall be closed to the public and shall not be subject to 
Chapter  14 of Title 50, relating to open meetings.
 (b)   The panel shall be open to the public as long as information identifying a deceased or abused child, any family member of 
the child, or alleged or suspected perpetrator of abuse upon the child is not disclosed during such meetings or proceedings, but the 
panel is authorized to close such meeting to the public when such identifying information is required to be disclosed to members of 
the panel in order for the panel to carry out its duties.

19-15-6.  Child abuse protocol committee records.

(a) Records and other documents which are made public records pursuant to any other provisions of law shall remain public records 
notwithstanding their being obtained, considered, or both, by a protocol committee, a review committee, or the panel. 

20-1A-64(a)(6). Child care council - public hearings.

(6) Hold one or more public hearings, with state-wide publication of the notice of such hearings 30 days before the date of each hear-
ing, to provide the public with an oportunity to comment on the provision of child care services under the annual Georgia child care 
plan, as required by the federal act;

20-2-5.1 (b).  Public Hearing with Education State Board Member.

(b)  A member of the State Board of Education holding a public hearing required by this Code section shall:
(1)  Cause a notice of the date, time, place, and purpose of the public hearing to be published in the official legal organ of each coun-
ty wholly or partially within the congressional district at least once during each of two consecutive weeks immediately preceding the 
week during which the hearing is held;
(2)  Issue a press release to the print and broadcast media serving the congressional  district announcing the date, time, place, and 
purpose of the public hearing.

20-2-58.  Publication of Board of Education Meeting Dates.

It shall be the duty of each local board of education to hold a regular meeting during each calendar month for the transaction of busi-
ness pertaining to the public schools.  Any such meeting may be adjourned from time to time, and, in the absence of the president or 
secretary, the members of the local board may appoint one of their own number to serve temporarily.  The local board shall annually 
determine the date of its meeting and shall publish it either in the official county organ or, at the option of the local board of education, 
in a newspaper having a general circulation in said county at least equal to that of the official county organ for two consecutive weeks 
following the setting of the date; provided, however, that the date shall not be changed more often than once in 12 months and, if 
changed, the new date shall also be published as provided in this Code section.

20-2-67(c).  Publication of school system’s financial operations.

(c)  Not later than September 30 of the school year, each local board of education shall cause to be published in the official county 
organ wherein the local school system is located once a week for two weeks a statement of actual financial operations for such 
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schools or school system identified by the Department of Audits and Accounts as having financial irregularities.  Such statement of 
actual financial operations shall be in a form to be specified and prescribed by the state auditor for the purpose of indicating the cur-
rent financial status of the schools or school system.  Prior to publication, such form shall be executed by the local board of education 
and signed by each member of said board and the local school superintendent.  
(d)  A copy of the actual financial operations form required to be published by subsection (c) of this Code section shall be mailed by 
each local board of education to the Department of Education and the local county board of commissioners or local city governmental 
administration.  A current copy of said form shall be maintained on file in the central administrative office for public inspection by each 
local board of education for a period of at least two years from the date of its publication.  Copies of the statement shall be made 
available on request.

20-2-86 (f).  School council meetings.

(f) All meetings of the school council shall be open to the public. The council shall meet at least four times annually and the number 
of meetings shall be specified in the council’s bylaws. The council shall also meet at the call of the chairperson, or at the request of a 
majority of the members of the council. Notice by mail shall be sent to school councilmembers at least seven days prior to a meeting 
of the council and shall include the date, time, and location of the meeting. School councils shall be subject to chapter 14 of Title 50, 
relating to open and public meetings, in  the same manner as local boards of education. Each member is authorized to exercise one 
vote. A quorum must be present in order to conduct official council business. Members of the council shall not receive remuneration to 
serve on the council or its committees.

20-2-86 (g). School Council Meetings - public notice.

After providing public notice at least two weeks before the meeting of each electing body, the principal of each school shall call a 
meeting of electing bodies during the month of May each year for the purpose of selecting members of the school council as required 
by this Code section. The electing body for the parent members shall consist of all parents and guardians eligible to serve as a par-
ent member of the school council, and the electing body for the teacher members shall consist of all certificated personnel eligible to 
serve as a teacher member of the school council.

20-2-86(l).  Availability of school council minutes.

(l)  The minutes of the council shall be made available to the public, for inspection at the school office, and shall be provided to the 
council members, each of whom shall receive a copy of such minutes within 20 days following each council meeting.  All school 
councils shall be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to the inspection of public records, in the same manner as local 
boards of education.

20-2-86(q)(1). Board of Education’s consideration of school council decisions - public notice requirements.

(q)  The local board of education shall receive all recommendations of the school council, including the annual report, and shall have 
the authority to overturn any decision of the school council as follows:
 (1)  Public notice shall be given to the community of the local board’s intent to consider school council reports, recommendations, 
appointments, or any other decision of a school council;

20-2-210(a). Education-confidentiality of performance evaluations.
 
 All personnel employed by local units of administration, including  school superintendents, shall have their performance evaluated 
annually by appropriately trained evaluators.  All such performance evaluation records shall be part of the personnel evaluation file 
and shall be confidential.  In the case of local school superintendents, such evaluations shall be performed by the local board of edu-
cation.  Certified professional personnel who have deficiencies and other needs shall have professional development plans designed 
to mitigate such deficiencies and other needs as may have been identified during the evaluation process.  Progress relative to com-
pleting the annual professional development plan shall be assessed during the annual evaluation process.  The state board shall 
develop a model annual evaluation instrument for each classification of professional personnel certified by the Professional Standards 
Commission.  The local units of administration are authorized to use the models developed by the State Board of Education.

20-2-210(e).  Confidential principal evaluations.

(e)  In addition to the evaluation by a trained evaluator provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section, the local school system 
may require each principal and assistant principal of a school to have his or her performance  evaluated annually by the teachers 
in the school. Such evaluations by teachers shall be confidential, solicited and recorded on an anonymous basis, and made avail-
able only to the local school superintendent and the local board of education.  Such evaluations shall not be subjected to Article 4 of 
Chapter 18 of Title 50.

20-2-212.6.  Teacher Furlough Hearing

(2) Conduct a public hearing for the purpose of providing an opportunity for full discussion and public input. The public hearing shall 
be advertised at least seven days prior to the date of such hearing in a local newspaper of general circulation which shall be the same 
newspaper in which other legal announcements of the local board of education are advertised.
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20-2-239.  Georgia Student Finance Commission- make annual report available to general public.

The state auditor shall make an annual financial audit of the books, accounts, and records of the commission.  The state auditor shall 
maintain a copy of the audit report on file iin his or her office, make copies oof the report available for inspection by the general public, 
and furnish a copy of the report to the commission, to members of the board of commmissioners, and to the Governor and shall notify 
the members of the General Assembly of the availability of the report in the manner which he or she deems to most effective and effi-
cient.

20-2-260.  Education; public hearing refunding requests.

 (2)  The public hearings shall be advertised in the official newspaper and shall include, but shall not be limited to:
 (A)  Identification of each school to be closed and location of each new school;
 (B)  Proposed size of each new school in terms of number of students and grade configuration;
 (C)  Proposed renovations, modernization, retrofitting, or expansion of existing schools designed to accommodate consolidation
 (D)  Total cost, including breakdown for state and local shares, and for school construction projects resulting from consolidation.     
       Local costs shall include identifying proposed sources of funds, whether from bond referendum proceeds or other sources;
 (E)  Plans for use or disposal of closed school property; 
 (F)  The impact alternative options would have on the system’s planned curriculum and programs;
 (G)  The options in the school size and organization study;  and
 (H)  The financial impact of the options on all schools.

20-2-260 (k.1).  Notice of School Closure.

 (1)  The board of education must schedule and hold two public hearings and provide an opportunity for full discussion of the local 
board of education’s proposal to close such school or schools;
 (2)  The public hearings shall be advertised in a local newspaper of general circulation which shall be the same newspaper in 
which other legal announcements of the board of education are advertised and shall include, but not be limited to:
      (A)  Identification of each school to be closed and location of each new or existing school to which the students in the school 
or schools to be closed will be reassigned;

20-2-268.  Georgia Higher Education Assistance Coporation- make annual report available to general public.

The state auditor shall make an annual financial audit of the books, accounts, and records of the corporation.  The state auditor shall 
maintain a copy of the audit report on file iin his or her office, make copies oof the report available for inspection by the general public, 
and furnish a copy of the report to the corporation, to members of the board of directors of the corporation, and to the Governor and 
shall notify the members of the General Assembly of the availability of the report in the manner which he or she deems to most effec-
tive and efficient.

20-2-282(a)(3).  Education- publication of comprehensive evaluations.

 (3)  The state board shall publish in the legal organ of the county where the local school system is located the result of the 
comprehensive evaluations, including a summary of any deficiencies and recommendations for addressing said deficiencies.  The 
State School Superintendent shall annually report to the Governor and the General Assembly concerning the results of all state-wide 
assessments of student achievement; the status of each public school, local school system, and regional educational service agency; 
and the progress each nonstandard unit has made toward addressing identified deficiencies.  Copies of such reports shall be made 
available upon request.  The State School Superintendent shall be authorized to require local school superintendents and directors of 
regional educational service agencies to provide such reports as deemed necessary for the effective operation of public education in 
this state.  The State School Superintendent shall compile an annual report in which shall be presented a statement of the condition 
and amount of all funds and property appropriated for the purpose of public education, a statement of the average cost per student of 
instruction in the state’s public schools, and a statement of the number of children of school age in the state, with as much accuracy 
as possible.  Such report shall be kept in the State School Superintendent’s  office and shall be available for public inspection during 
regular business hours.  Copies of the report or portions of the report shall be made available on request.

20-2-284(g). Council for school performance-progress reports.

(g)  The Council for School Performance shall issue an annual report no later than December 1 of each year, commencing December 
1, 1994.  The report shall be an impartial evaluation of the progress made by each public school and each public school system in 
meeting national, state, and local educational goals. The report shall include information concerning outcomes of the state’s invest-
ment in each public school and each public school system as well as a description of how each public school and each public school 
system utilized moneys derived from the Georgia Lottery for Education.  The report shall be published in a format that can be eas-
ily understood by parents and other members of the community who are not professional educators. Copies of the report shall be 
provided to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to the chairpersons of the Education 
Committees of the Georgia Senate and House of Representatives. 

20-2-304.  Education; dissemination regarding successful programs.

 (b)  The department shall compile and disseminate to interested persons information on successful environmental programs in 
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this state and elsewhere in the country.  The department shall include environmental education and the recycling and composting 
awareness programs as a part of the in-service training and staff development programs for schools, school systems, and regional 
educational service agencies.

20-2-315(b)(2).  Education-open meetings for athletic association.

(2)  The athletic association shall comply with the requirements of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to the inspection of pub-
lic records, and Chapter 14 of Title 50, relating to open and public meetings, to the extent that such records and meetings relate to the 
athletic association’s activities with respect to public high school; provided, however, that such athletic association shall be required 
to comply with such statues or to conduct open and public meetings or provide inspections of records where the sole subject of such 
meeting or record pertains to the academic records or performance of  an individual student or the eligibility of an individual student to 
participate or to continue to participate in sponsored events or contests based on academics; provided, further, however, that where a 
meeting or record of such association is devoted in part to matters excepted in the proceeding proviso, any portion of the meeting or 
record not subject to such exception shall be open to the public.

20-2-320.  Geogia Student Finance Authority - make annual report available to general public.

The state auditor shall make an annual financial audit of the books, accounts, and records of the authority.  The state auditor shall 
maintain a copy of the audit report on file iin his or her office, make copies oof the report available for inspection by the general pub-
lic, and furnish a copy of the report to the authority, to members of the board of directors of the authority, and to the Governor, and 
to such other persons as may be requiredpursuant to Subpart 2 of this part and shall notify the members of the General Assembly of 
the availability of the report in the manner which he or she deems to most effective and efficient.  The authority is further authorized to 
have independent audits made of such books, accounts, and records of the authority as may be required pursuant to Subpart 2 of this 
part.

20-2-452.  Calling school election.

Should the county board of education for any school district or consolidated school district or board of education, or corresponding 
body, in any independent school district in which a local tax is now or may hereafter be levied for school purposes deem it neces-
sary or advisable to refund, retire, or refinance any outstanding schoolhouse bonded indebtedness of such district, it shall, by written 
resolution, call an election to be held in the district by giving notice by publication thereof once a week for four weeks previous to the 
election in the newspaper in which the legal advertisements for the county are published, notifying the qualified voters that on the day 
named an election will be held to determine the question whether bonds shall be issued by the district for refunding, retiring, or refi-
nancing outstanding schoolhouse bonds of such district.

20-2-464.  School election notice.

The county board shall order such election to be held at the various polling places throughout the county or throughout the territory to 
be affected, of which it shall give notice by publication thereof once a week for four weeks previous to the election in the newspaper in 
which the legal advertisements of the county are published.

20-2-622.  Election procedures to suspend operation of schools.

A certified copy of the resolution calling an election under Code Section 20-2-621 shall be delivered to the judge of the probate court, 
and it shall be his duty within not less than five days after receipt thereof to issue a call for such election by publishing notice of the 
time and place thereof once a week for two weeks, without regard to the number of days, in the newspaper in which county advertise-
ments are published.
20-2-697 (a).  Public school attendance records.

(a)  Visiting teachers and attendance officers shall receive the cooperation and assistance of all teachers and principals of public 
schools in the local school systems within which they are appointed to serve.  It shall be the duty of the principals or local school site 
administrators and of the teachers of all public schools to report, in writing, to the visiting teacher or attendance officer of the local 
school system the names, ages, and residences of all students in attendance at their schools and classes within 30 days after the 
beginning of the school term or terms and to make such other reports of attendance in their schools or classes as may be required by 
rule or regulation of the State Board of Education.  All public schools shall keep daily records of attendance, verified by the teachers 
certifying such records.  Such reports shall be open to inspection by the visiting teacher, attendance officer, or duly authorized repre-
sentative at any time during the school day.  Any such attendance records and reports which identify students by name shall be used 
only for the purpose of providing necessary attendance information required by the state board or by law, except with the permission 
of the parent or guardian of a child, pursuant to the subpoena of a court of competent jurisdiction, or for verification of attendance by 
the Department of Public Safety for the purposes set forth in subsection (a.1) of Code Section 40-5-22.  Such attendance records 
shall also be maintained in a format which does not identify students by name, and in this format shall be a part of the data collected 
for the student record component of the state-wide comprehensive educational information network pursuant to subsection (b) of 
Code Section 20-2-320 and for the annual profiles pursuant to subsection (d) of Code Section 20-2-282.
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20-2-757.  School Discipline Hearings.

 (a)  All proceedings and hearings conducted under this subpart shall be confidential and shall not be subject to the open meet-
ings requirement of Code Section 50-14-1 or other open meetings laws.
 (b)  All electronic or other written records of all hearings conducted under this subpart; all statements of charges; all notices 
of hearings; and all written decisions rendered by a hearing officer, tribunal, the local board of education, or the State Board of 
Education shall not be subject to public inspection or other disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 or other public disclo-
sure laws; provided, however, the board of education shall prepare a written summary of any proceeding conducted under this sub-
part, which summary shall include a description of the incident and the disposition thereof but shall not contain the names of any party 
to the incident. The summary shall be a public record.

20-2-795.1.  Expungement of records pertaining to investigations of educators.

If the local board of education determines that the reported matters warrant investigation, then the local board of education shall, with-
in a reasonable period of time but not later than 30 days from receipt of the report, transmit such report to the Professional Practices 
Commission with a request for investigation.  The commission shall investigate and make recommendations on such reported mat-
ters in accordance with Code Section 20-2-796 and 20-2-797.  If the Professional Practices Commission finds that no probable cause 
exists to recommend disciplinary action or the educator investigated is exonerated after a hearing, then all records of the Professional 
Practices Commission investigation and of any hearing by the Department of Education or the State Board of Education, including all 
reports received pursuant to this subsection, made pursuant to this Code section and pertaining to the educator investigated shall be 
completely expunged.

20-2-2068 (1)(A).   Charter school termination: Public meeting

The state board may terminate a charter under the following circumstances:
(1)(A) If a majority of the parents or guardians of students enrolled at the charter school vote by a majority vote to request the termi-
nation of its charter at a public meeting called with two weeks’ advance notice and for the purpose of deciding whether to request the 
state board to declare the charter null and void.

20-3-243(e) Georgia Student Finance Commission: meetings open to public.

 (e) Executive committee. The board of commissioners is authorized to establish, elect, and provide for the organization and 
duties of any executive committee of the board of commissioners, to consist of not less than five commissioners, which may, in inter-
vals between regular meetings of the board of commissioners, meet and transact any business and exercise any power, duty, or 
function of the board of commissioners unless otherwise restricted by the board of commissioners. The presence at a meeting of the 
executive committee of a majority of the members of such committee shall constitute a quorum. The concurrence of members of the 
executive committee equal to a majority of the membership of the executive committee shall be required to constitute official action 
of the executive committee. Any authorized official action taken by the executive committee shall be binding upon the board of com-
missioners and the commission until the next regular meeting of the board of commissioners. Mettings of the executive committee 
shall be open to the public except as otherwise provided by state law. Meetings of the executive committee shall generally be held at 
the principal office or place of business of the commission but may be held elsewhere within the state when authorized by the board 
of commissioners. Whenever the board of commissioners, at any regularly scheduled meeting of the board of commissioners, shall 
fail to have a quorum present, but a quorum of the executive committee of the board of commissioners is present, such meetin shall 
continue as an official meetin of the executive committee under this subsection for the purpose of taking any official action which the 
executive committee is otherwise authorized to take.

20-5-2. State Public Documents.

 (e)  Each department and institution within the executive branch of state government shall make a report to the director of the 
University of Georgia Libraries on or before December 1 of each year containing a list by title of all public documents published or 
issued by such department or institution during the preceding state fiscal year.  The report shall also contain a statement noting the 
frequency of publication of each such public document.  The director of the University of Georgia Libraries, may disseminate copies 
of the lists, or such parts thereof, in such as the director of the University of Georgia Libraries,  in his or her discretion, deems shall 
best serve the public interest.  For purposes of this article, ‘public documents’ shall mean the books, magazines, journals, pamphlets, 
reports, bulletins, and other publications of any agency, department, board, bureau, commission, or other institution of the executive 
branch of state government but specifically shall not include the reports of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals, the journals 
of the House and the Senate, or the session laws enacted by the General Assembly and shall not include forms published by any 
agency, department, board, bureau, commission, or other institution of the executive branch of state government.
 (f)  Each department and institution within the executive branch of state government shall submit to the director of the University 
of Georgia Libraries at least five copies of each of the public documents which such departments and institutions publish, within one 
month of its date of publication, unless the director of the University of Georgia libraries requests additional copies of any such public 
documents, up to a maximum of 60 copies, in which case the number of copies requested shall be submitted.
 (g)  The governor and all of the officers who are or may be required to make reports to the General Assembly shall  furnish the 
director of the University of Georgia Libraries with at least five copies of each of such reports and additional copies upon request of 
the director of the University of Georgia Libraries.
 (h)  The Department of Administrative Services, the Georgia Correctional Industries Administration, the board of Regents of the 
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University System of Georgia, and any other agency of state government which prints public documents shall furnish to the director 
of the University of Georgia Libraries on a monthly basis a record of all public documents which have been printed or scheduled for 
printing by that agency during the preceding month.
 (i)  The director of the University of Georgia Libraries shall have the authority to supply copies of public documents to any state 
institution, public library, or public school in this state or to any other public institution of learning which maintains a library, if such 
copies are available.  Such copies may  be furnished for a reasonable cost or free of charge or for the cost of postage or shipping, as 
the director of the University of Georgia  Libraries deems appropriate.
 (j)  The director of the University of Georgia Libraries shall have the authority to act as the exchange agent of this state for the 
purpose of a regular exchange between this state and other states of public documents.  The several state departments and institu-
tions are required to deposit  with the director of the University of Georgia Libraries for that purpose up to 50 copies of each of their 
public documents, as may be specified by the director of the University of Georgia Libraries.
 (k)  The director of the University of Georgia Libraries may transfer books and other library holdings to the Department of 
Archives and History, the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, the State Law Library, or other public libraries.  
Books and other library holdings which are obsolete, defective,  worn-out, or surplus, or  otherwise in the discretion of the director of 
the University of Georgia Libraries are not required, may be sold, destroyed, or otherwise disposed of by the director of the University 
of Georgia Libraries, without the need to comply with the provisions of Article 5 of chapter 13 of Title 45, relating to the disposition of 
surplus state books.
        (1)  The director of the University of Georgia Libraries shall have the authority to employ the necessary personnel, including 
documents librarians and other professional personnel, to carry out the powers and duties set forth in this Code section.

20-8-7.  Campus police records accessible.

Law enforcement records created, received, or maintained by campus policeman that relate to the investigation of criminal conduct 
and crimes as defined under Georgia law and which are not subject to protection from disclosure by any other Georgia law shall be 
made available within a reasonable time after request for public inspection and copying.

21-2-4(d).  Constitutional amendments, names of candidates- public notice via website, tapes, or discs.

(d) The Secretary of State is authorized to provide for the preparation of a supply of audio tapes, compact discs, or other media or an 
Internet website which shall contain the summary of each proposed general amendment to the Constitution as provided in subsection. 
(a) of this Code section, together with a  listing of the candidates for each of the state representatives to the United States Congress 
and the candidates for every public office elected by the electors of the entire state.  A sufficient number of the audio tapes, compact 
discs, or other media may be prepared as will permit the distribution of at least one tape, disc, or other media form to each of the 
public libraries within the state for the purpose of providing voting information and assistance to any interested citizen.  The Secretary 
of State may cause a supply of the tapes, discs, or other media to be prepared and distributed as soon as practicable after the sum-
mary has been prepared and the names of the candidates for each of the public offices to be includedare known to be candidates.  If 
the Secreatary of State provides such information through an Internet website, it shall not be necessary to provide such information by 
audio tape, compact disc, or other media.

21-2-9(c). Publication of Date of Municipal Elections

(c) All general municipal elections to fill municipal offices shall be held on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in November in 
each odd-numbered year. Public notice of such elections shall be published by the governing authority of the municipality in a news-
paper of general circulation in the municipality at least 30 days prior to the elections. In addition, the municipality shall immediately 
transmit a copy of such notice to the Secretary of State.

21-2-72, 21-2-73.  Election records- availability for public inspection.

Except when otherwise provided by law or court order, the primary and election records of each superintendant, registrar, munici-
pal governing authority, and committee of a political party or body, including registration statements, nomination petitions, affidavits, 
certificates, tally papers, returns, accounts, contracts, reports, and other documents in official custody, except the contents of voting 
machines, shall be open to public inspection and may be inspected and copied by any elector of the county or municipality during 
usual business hoursat any time when they are not necessarily being used by the custodian or his or her employees having duties 
to perform in reference thereto; provided, however, that such public inspection shall only be in the presence of the custodian of his r 
her employee and shall be subject to proper regulation for the safekeeping of such documents and subject to the further provisions of 
this chapter.  The custodian shall also, upon request, if photocopying equipment is available in the building in which the records are 
housed, mae and furnish to any other member of the public copies of any of such records upon payment of the actual cost of copying 
the records requested.

21-2-90.  Appointment Order of Poll Station Chief Manager and Assistants Available for Public Inspection

   All elections and primaries shall be conducted in each polling place by a board consisting of a chief manager, who shall be chair-
person of such board, and two assistant managers assisted by clerks. The managers of each polling place shall be appointed by 
the superintendent. If the political parties involved elect to do so, they may submit to the superintendent, for consideration in making 
such appointment, a list of qualified persons. When such lists are submitted to the appropriate office, the superintendent, insofar as 
practicable, shall make appointments so that there shall be equal representation on such boards for the political parties involved in 
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such elections or primaries. The superintendent shall make each appointment by entering an order which shall remain of record in 
the appropriate office and shall make such order available for public inspection upon request. The order shall include the name and 
address of the appointee, his or her title, and a designation of the precinct and primary or election in which he or she is to serve.

21-2-131 (a)(1). Publication of qualifying fee.

(1)  The governing authority of any county, not later than February 1 of any year in which a general primary, nonpartisan primary, or 
general election is to be held, and at least 20 days prior to the special primary or election in the case of a special primary or special 
election, shall fix and publish a qualifying fee for each county office to be filled in the upcoming primary or election.  Such fee shall 
be 3 percent of the total gross salary of the office paid in the preceding calendar year including all supplements authorized by law if 
a salaried office; provided, however, that for the offices of clerk of the superior court, judge of the probate court, sheriff, tax commis-
sioner, and magistrate, the qualifying fee shall be 3 percent of the minimum salary provided by general law for the office, exclusive of 
cost-of-living increases and longevity increases.  If not a salaried office, a reasonable fee shall be set by the county governing author-
ity, such fee not to exceed 3 percent of the income derived from such office by the person holding the office for the preceding year.

21-2-132 (d)(3) Qualifying period for declaration of candidacy in partisan-  public notice.

(3) Each candidate for municipal office or a designee shall file a notice of candidacy in the office for the municipal superintendent of 
such candidate’s municipality during the municipality’s qualitfying period.  Each municipal superintendent shall designate the days of 
the qulaifying period, which shall be no less than three days and no more than five days.  The days of the qualifying period shall be 
consecutive days.  Qualifying periods shall comply with the following: 
 (A) In the case of a general election held in an odd-numbered year, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier  
 than 8:30 A.M. on the second Monday in September immediately preceding the general election and shall end no later than 4:30  
 P.M. on the following Friday.
 (B) In the case of a general election held in an even-numbered year, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier  
 than 8:30 A.M. on the last Monday in August immediately preceeding the general election and shall end no later than 4:30 on the  
 following Friday; and
 (C) In the case of a special election, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier than the date of the call and shall  
 end no later than 25 days prior to the election.
The hours of qualifying each day shall be from 8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. with one hour allowed for the lunch break; provided, how-
ever, that municipalities which have normal business hours which cover a lesser period of time shall conduct qualifying during normal 
business hours for each such municipality.  Except in the case of a special election, notice of the opening and closing dates and the 
hours for candidates to quallify shall be published at least two weeks prior to the opening of the qualifying period.

21-2-133 (a) (b).  Write-In candidates- public notice of candidacy.

(a) No person elected on a write-in vote shall be eligible to hold office unless notice of his or her intention of candidacy was filed and 
published no earlier than January 1 and no later than Tuesday after the first Monday in September prior to the election for county, 
state, and federal elections; no later than seven days after the close of the municipal qualifying period for municipal elections in the 
case of a general election; or no later than seven days after the close of the special election qualifying period for a special election by 
the person to be a write-in candidate or by some other person or group of persons qualified to vote in the subject election, as follows:
 (1)In a state general or special election, notice shall be filed with the Secretary of State and published in a newspaper of general  
 circulation in the state;
 (2) In a general or special election of county officers, notice shall be filed with the superintendent of elections in the county in  
 which he or she is to be a candidate and published in the official organ of the same county; or
 (3) In a municipal general or special election, notice shall be filed with the superintendent and published in the official gazette of  
 the municipality holding the election.
(b)  In addition to the requirements contained in subsection (a) of this Code section, the person or persons giving notice of intention of 
candidacy for a write-in candidate shall also file, with the appropriate official specified in paragraph (1) or (2) or (3) of subsection (a) 
of this Code section, a copy of the notice as published with an affidavit stating that the notice has been published and including the 
name of the newspaper and the date of publication, not later than the fifth day after the deadline for filing and publishing such notice.  
The affidavit may be made by the person giving notice of intention of candidacy or by the publisher of the newspaper in which the 
notice was published or by an employee of the newspaper designated by the publisher.

21-2-134(e)(1). Vacancy after primary; advertising.

(e)  In the event a candidate withdraws, dies, or is disqualified after the nonpartisan primary but before the nonpartisan election, no 
special nonpartisan primary shall be held and the nonpartisan election shall be conducted in the following manner:

 (1)  If the vacancy occurs prior to 60 days before the general election, the nonpartisan election shall be held on the date of the 
November election.  If no candidate receives a majority of the votes cast, a runoff shall be held on the date of the general election 
runoff.  Upon actual knowledge of the withdrawal, death, or disqualification of a candidate, the Secretary of State shall reopen quali-
fications for any state office and the election superintendent shall reopen qualifications for any county office for a period of not less 
than one nor more than three days after notice has been published in a newspaper of appropriate circulation.  The names of candi-
dates who qualify shall be placed on the nonpartisan election ballot in the arrangement and form prescribed by the Secretary of State 
or the election superintendent but shall conform insofar as practicable with Code Section 21-2-285.1.  The list of electors qualified to 
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vote in the nonpartisan election shall be the same list as is used in the general election.

21-2-172.  Elections-Nominations by convention.

(c)  The Secretary of State shall not approve any such rules or regulations unless they provide:
      (1)  That a notice of the proposed date for the holding of any such convention must be published in a newspaper having a 
general circulation within the area to be affected at least ten days prior to the date of any such convention.  Such notice shall also 
state the purpose for which the convention has been called.

21-2-215(e).  Publication of registration locations.

(e)  Additional registration places and the hours of operation shall be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in the county 
or in the form of a public service announcement on radio or television one or more times at least three days prior to the first day for 
registration.

21-2-225.  Confidentiality of original registration applications; limitations on registration data available for public inspection; data made 
available by Secretary of State.

 (a)  Neither the original applications for voter registration nor any copies thereof shall be open for public inspection except upon 
order of a court of competent jurisdiction.
 (b)  All data collected and maintained on electors whose names appear on the list of electors maintained by the Secretary of 
State pursuant to this article shall be available for public inspection with the exception of the social security numbers of the electors 
and the locations at which the electors applied to register to vote which shall remain confidential and be used only for voter regis-
tration purposes; provided, however, that social security numbers of electors may be made available to other state agencies if the 
agency is authorized to maintain information by social security number and the information is used only to identify the elector on the 
receiving agency’s data base and is not disseminated further and remains confidential.
 (c)  It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to furnish copies of such data as may be collected and maintained on electors 
whose names appear on the list of electors maintained by the Secretary of State pursuant to this article, within the limitations pro-
vided in this article, on electronic media or computer run list or both.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary, the 
Secretary of State shall establish the cost to be charged for such data.  The Secretary of State may contract with private vendors to 
make such data available in accordance with this subsection.  Such data may not be used by any person for commercial purposes.

21-2-262(c).  Advertisement of precinct changes.

(c)  The superintendent shall not make any final order for the division, redivision, alteration, formation, or consolidation of precincts 
until at least ten days after notice of such change shall have been advertised in the legal organ of the county.  Such notice shall state 
briefly the division, redivision, alteration, formation, or consolidation of precincts recommended by the board of registrars and the date 
upon which the same will be considered by the superintendent and shall contain a warning that any person objecting thereto must file 
his or her objections with the superintendent prior to such date.

21-2-265.  Publication of notice of change of polling place.

(a)  The superintendent of a county or the governing authority of a municipality shall select and fix the polling place within each pre-
cinct and may, either on his, her, or its own motion or on petition of ten electors of a precinct, change the polling place within any 
precinct.  Except in case of an emergency or unavoidable event occurring within ten days of a primary or election, which emergency 
or event renders any polling place unavailable for use at such primary or election, the superintendent of a county or the governing 
authority of a municipality shall not change any polling place until notice of the proposed change shall have been published for once a 
week for two consecutive weeks in the legal organ for the county or municipality in which the polling place is located.  Additionally, on 
the first election day following such change, a notice of such change shall be posted on the previous polling place and at three other 
places in the immediate vicinity thereof.  The occupant or owner of the previous polling place, or his or her agent, shall be notified in 
writing of such change at the time notice is published in the legal organ.

21-2-330 (a)  Voting Machines- public inspection.

(a) During the five days preceding a municipal general primary or election or during the three days preceding  a municipal special pri-
mary or election, the superintendent shall place on public exhibition, in such public places and at such times as he or she may deem 
most suitable for the information and instruction of the electors, one or  more voting machines containing the ballot labels and show-
ing the offices and questions to be voted upon, the names and arrangements of parties and bodies, and, so far as practicable, the 
names and arrangements of the candidates to be voted for.  Such machine or machines shall be under the charge and care of a per-
son competent as custodian and instructor.  No voting machine which is to be assigned for use in a primary or election shall be used 
for such public exhibition and instruction after having been prepared and sealed for the primary or election.

21-2-374.  Notice of and access to polling equipment tests.

(b)  On or before the third day preceding a primary or election, the superintendent shall have the optical scanning tabulators tested to 
ascertain that they will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on all questions.  Public notice of the time and place of the test 
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shall be made at least five days prior thereto.  Representatives of political parties and bodies, candidates, news media, and the public 
shall be permitted to observe such tests.

21-2-374 (b).  Optical Scanning Tabulators- public inspection.

(b) On or before the third day preceding a primary or election, including special primaries, special elections, and referendum elec-
tions, the superintendent shall have the optical scanning tabulators tested to ascertain that they will correctly count the votes cast for 
all offices and on all questions.  Public notice of the time and place of the test shall be made at least five days prior thereto; provided, 
however, that, in the case of a runoff, the public notice shall be made at least three days prior thereto.  Representatives of political 
parties and bodies, candidates, news media, and the public shall be permitted to observe such tests.  The test shall be conducted by 
processing a preaudited group of ballots so marked as to record a predetermined number of valid votes for each candidate and on 
each question and shall include for each office one or more ballots which are improperly marked and one or more ballots which have 
votes in excess of the number allowed by law in order to test the ability of the optical scanning tabulator to reject such votes.  The 
optical scanning tabulator shall not be approved unless it produces an errorless count.  If any error is detected, the cause therefor 
shall be ascertained and corrected; and an errorless count shall be made before the tabulator is approved.  The superintendent shall 
cause the pretested tabulators to be placed at the various polling places to be used in the primary or election.  The superintendent 
shall require that each optical scanning tabulator be thoroughly tested and inspected prior to each primary and election in which it is 
used and shall keep such tested material as certification of an errorless county on each tabulator.  In countries using central count 
optical scanning tabulators, the same test shall be repeated immediately before the start of the official count of the ballots and at the 
conclusion of each count.  Precinct tabulators shall produce a zero tape prior to any ballots being inserted on the day of any primary 
or election.

21-2-379.6 (c).  DRE voting systems- public inspection.

(c) On or before the third day preceding a primary or election, including special primaries, special elections, and referendum elec-
tions, the superintendent shall have each DRE unit tested to ascertain that it will correctly count the votes cast for all offices and on 
all questions in a manner that the State Election Board shall prescribe be rule or regulation.  On or before the third day preceding a 
primary runoff or election runoff, including special primary runoffs and special election runoffs, the superintendent shall test a number 
of DRE units at random to ascertain that the units will correctly count the votes cast for all offices.  If the total number of DRE units 
in the county or municipality is 30 units or less, all of the units shall be tested.  If the total number of DRE units in the county is more 
than 30 but not more than 100, then atleast one-half of the units shall be tested at random.  If there are are more than 100 DRE units 
in the county or municipality , the superintendent shall test atleast 15 percent of the units at random.  In no event shall the superinten-
dent test less than one DRE unit per precinct.  All memory cards to be used in the runoff shall be tested.  Public notice of the time and 
place of the test shall be made at least five days prior thereto; provided, however, that, in the case of a runoff, the public notice shall 
be made at least three days prior thereto.  Representatives of political parties and bodies, news media, and the public shall be permit-
ted to observe such tests.

21-2-379.8   Electronic voting machines and sample ballots.

(a)  The superintendent  or his or her designee shall place on public exhibition and demonstrate the use of direct recording electronic 
(DRE) units throughout the county or municipality during the month preceding each primary  and election.  The Secretary of State 
shall advise the superintendents on recommended methods of demonstrating such units so as to properly educate electors in the use 
thereof, and, at least during the initial year in which DRE equipment is used in a county or municipality, all superintendents shall offer 
a series of demonstrations and organized voter education initiatives to equip electors for using such equipment in voting.
(b)  At least 30 days before a general election or during the ten days before a special primary or election, the superintendent shall 
place on public exhibition, in such public places and at such times as the superintendent shall deem most suitable for the information 
and instruction of the electors, a sample ballot to be used in such election.  The sample ballot shall show the offices and questions to 
be voted  upon, the names an arrangements of the political parties and bodies, and the names and arrangements of the candidates to 
be voted for.  Such sample ballots shall be under the charge and care of a person who is, in the opinion of the superintendent, com-
ponent and qualified as an instructor concerning such ballots and voting procedures.

21-2-409(c).  Assisted electors records open.

(c)  The oaths or declarations of assisted electors shall be returned by the chief manager to the superintendent.  The oaths or decla-
rations of assisted electors shall be available in the superintendent’s office for public inspection.

21-2-411. Availability of voter’s certificates.

The chief manager in each precinct shall return a checked list of electors, reflecting those who voted, and the voter’s certificates to 
the superintendent, to be deposited with the registrars.  The board of registrars shall keep such voter’s certificates for at least 24 
months and such electors lists for at least five years, and the same shall be available for public inspection.

21-2-414. Polling Place Limitations

(a) No person shall solicit votes in any manner or by any means or method, nor shall any person distribute or display any campaign 
literature, newspaper, booklet, pamphlet, card, sign, paraphernalia, or any other written or printed matter of any kind, nor shall any 
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person solicit signatures for any petition or conduct any exit poll or public opinion poll with voters on any day in which ballots are 
being cast:

   (1) Within 150 feet of the outer edge of any building within which a polling place is established;

   (2) Within any polling place; or

   (3) Within 25 feet of any voter standing in line to vote at any polling place.

These restrictions shall not apply to conduct occurring in private offices or areas which cannot be seen or heard by such electors.

21-2-414 (c).  Solicitations and Exit polling in polling place- prohibited.

(c) No person shall solicit votes in any manner or by any means or method, nor shall any person distribute any campaign literature, 
newspaper, booklet, pamphlet, card, sign, or any other written or printed matter of any kind, nor shall any person conduct any exit 
poll or public opinion poll with voters within a room under the control or supervision of the registrars or absentee ballot clerk in which 
absentee ballots are being cast on any day or within 150 feet of any elector waiting to cast an absentee ballot pursuant to subsection 
(b) of Code Section 21-2-380.  No campaign literature, booklet, pamphlet, card, sign, or other written or printed matter shall be dis-
played in any building containing a room under the control or supervision of the registrars or absentee ballot clerk in which absentee 
ballots are cast during the period when absentee ballots are available for voting.  These restrictions shall not apply to conduct occur-
ring in private offices or areas which cannot be seen or heard by such electors. 

21-2-415.  Requirements as to identification of literature which is distributed, etc., in connection with campaign for public office; unau-
thorized use of another’s name for purposes of endorsing, etc., campaign material; penalty.

(a)  No person shall distribute, circulate, disseminate, or publish or cause to be distributed, circulated, disseminated, or published 
any literature in connection with any political campaign for any public office or question unless such literature shall bear the name 
and address of the person or organization distributing, circulating, disseminating, publishing, or causing the same to be distributed, 
circulated, disseminated, or published.  To be in compliance with this subsection when an organization rather than a natural person 
commits any of the above acts, the names and addresses of at least three of the highest officials thereof shall also appear thereon.  
Campaign literature published and disseminated by the candidate himself, bearing his name and the office for which he is a candi-
date, shall be considered as in compliance with this subsection.
 (b)  No person shall use the name or any colorable imitation of the name of an existing person or organization for the purposes 
of endorsing, circulating, or publishing campaign material without the authorization of such person or organization.  As used in this 
subsection, the term “any colorable imitation” means any name purposefully used with the intention of the user that a person reading 
such name will be misled into believing that such campaign material is being endorsed, circulated, or published by a person or organi-
zation other than the true endorser, circulator, or publisher.

(c)  Any person who violates this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

21-2-418 (e).  Provisional Ballot Use- availability only to the elector who cast the ballot.

(e) The registrars shall establish a free access system, such as a toll free telephone number or Internet website, by which any elector 
who casts a provisional ballot in a primary or election, or runoff of either, in which federal candidates are on the ballot may ascertain 
whether such ballot was counted and , if such ballot was not counted, the reason why such ballot was not counted.  The registrars 
shall establish and maintain reasonable procedures necessary to protect the security, confidentiality, and integrity of personal informa-
tion collected, stored, or otherwise used by such free access system.  Access to such information about an individual provisional bal-
lot shall be restricted to the elector who cast such ballot.

21-2-483(b).  Election tabulating center access.

(b)  All proceedings at the tabulating center and precincts shall be open to the view of the public, but no person except one employed 
and designated for the purpose by the superintendent or the superintendent’s authorized deputy shall touch any ballot or ballot con-
tainer.

21-2-483(h).  Posting of election returns.

(h)  The official returns of the votes cast on ballots at each polling place shall be printed by the tabulating machine.  The returns thus 
prepared shall be certified and promptly posted.  The ballots, spoiled, defective, and invalid ballots, and returns shall be filed and 
retained as provided by law.  

21-2-496.  Primary Election Returns Posted

   (a) Each county and municipal superintendent shall prepare four copies of the consolidated return of the primary to be certified by 
the superintendent on forms furnished by the Secretary of State, such consolidated returns to be filed immediately upon certification 
as follows:
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   (1) One copy to be posted at the office of the election superintendent for the information of the public;

   (2) One copy to be filed in the superintendent’s office;

   (3) One copy to be forwarded to the Secretary of State together with a copy of each precinct return, the numbered list of voters of 
each precinct, and the returns and the numbered list of voters for absentee electors; and

   (4) One copy to be sealed and filed with the clerk of the superior court, in the case of a county election, or with the city clerk, in the 
case of a municipal election, as required by Code Section 21-2-500.

(b) The Secretary of State is authorized to provide a method by which the election superintendent can file the results of primaries and 
elections electronically. Once the Secretary of State provides such a method of filing, the election superintendent shall file a copy of 
the election returns electronically in the manner prescribed by the Secretary of State in addition to the filing provided in subsection (a) 
of this Code section. The Secretary of State is authorized to promulgate such rules and regulations as necessary to provide for such 
an electronic filing.

(c) Each county and municipal superintendent shall, upon certification, furnish to the Secretary of State in a manner determined by the 
Secretary of State a final copy of each ballot used for such primary.

21-2-497.  Primary Election Returns Posted

(a) Each county and municipal superintendent shall prepare four copies of the consolidated return of the election to be certified by the 
superintendent on forms furnished by the Secretary of State, such consolidated returns to be filed immediately upon certification as 
follows:

   (1) One copy to be posted at the office of the election superintendent for the information of the public;

   (2) One copy to be filed and recorded as a permanent record in the minutes of the superintendent’s office;

   (3) One copy to be sealed and filed with the clerk of the superior court, in the case of a county election, or with the city clerk, in the 
case of a municipal election, as required by Code Section 21-2-500; and

   (4) One copy to be returned immediately to the Secretary of State unless required as follows:

      (A) In the case of election of federal and state officers, a separate return showing totals of the votes cast for each of such officers 
respectively shall be forwarded by the superintendent to the Secretary of State on forms furnished by the Secretary of State;

      (B) In the case of referendum elections provided for by an Act of the General Assembly, the returns shall immediately be certified 
by the authority holding such election to the Secretary of State, along with the precinct returns and numbered list of voters for each 
precinct. In addition thereto, the official citation of the Act involved and the purpose of such election shall be sent to the Secretary of 
State at the same time. The Secretary of State shall maintain a permanent record of such certifications;

      (C) In the case of elections on constitutional amendments, the returns shall be certified immediately to the Secretary of State. 
Upon receiving the certified returns from the various superintendents, the Secretary of State shall immediately proceed to canvass 
and tabulate the votes cast on such amendments and certify the results to the Governor; and

      (D) In the case of election for presidential electors, a separate return shall be prepared by each superintendent and certified 
immediately to the Secretary of State.

(b) Each county and municipal superintendent shall, upon certification, furnish to the Secretary of State in a manner determined by 
the Secretary of State a final copy of each ballot used for such election.

21-2-500.  Custody of election/vote records.

“(a)  Immediately upon completing the returns required by this article, in the case of elections other than municipal elections, the 
superintendent shall deliver in sealed containers to the clerk of the superior court or, if designated by the clerk of the superior court, 
to the county records manager or other office or officer under the jurisdiction of a county governing authority which maintains or is 
responsible for records, as provided in Code Section 50-18-99, the used and void ballots and the stubs of all ballots used; one copy 
of the oaths of poll officers; and one copy of each numbered list of voters, tally paper, voting machine paper proof sheet, and return 
sheet involved in the primary or election.  In addition, the superintendent shall deliver copies of the voting machine and vote recorder 
ballot labels, computer chips containing ballot tabulation programs, copies of computer records of ballot design, computer program-
ming decks for ballot tabulation programs, and similar items or an electronic record of the program by which votes are to be recorded 
or tabulated, which is captured prior to the election, and which is stored on some alternative medium such as a CD-ROM or floppy 
disk simultaneously with the burning of the PROM or other memory storage device.  The clerk, county records manager, or the office 
or officer designated by the clerk shall hold such ballots and other documents under seal, unless otherwise directed by the superior 
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court, for at least 24 months, after which time they shall be presented to the grand jury for inspection at its next meeting.  Such ballots 
and other documents shall be preserved in the office of the clerk, county records manager, or officer designated by the clerk until the 
adjournment of such grand jury, and then they may be destroyed, unless otherwise provided by order of the superior court.”

21-2-575.  Ballot reprints; newspaper facsimiles.

(a)  Any person who makes, constructs, or has in his or her possession any counterfeit of an official ballot, ballot card, or ballot label 
shall be guilty of a felony.

(b)  This Code section shall not be applied to facsimile ballots printed and published as an aid to electors in any newspaper generally 
and regularly circulated within this state, so long as such facsimile ballot is at least 25 percent larger or smaller than the official bal-
lot of which it is a facsimile.  This Code section shall not be applied to any sample or facsimile ballots or ballot labels obtained under 
Code Section 21-2-400.  Nothing in this Code section shall be so construed as to prohibit the preparation and procurement and dis-
tribution of reprints of the said newspaper printings; nor shall it be so construed as to prohibit the preparation and distribution by elec-
tion officials of facsimile ballots and ballot labels or portions thereof, provided that they are of a different color and at least 25 percent 
larger or smaller than the official ballots or ballot labels.
(c)  Nothing in this Code section shall be so construed as to prohibit any person from procuring and distributing reprints or portions of 
reprints of any sample or facsimile ballots or ballot labels as provided in Code Section 21-2-400, provided such reprints or portions of 
reprints are of a different color and at least 25 percent larger or smaller than the official ballots or ballot labels.

21-2-600.  Ban on Commercial use of Voter List.

Any person who intentionally uses the list of electors provided for in Code Section 21-2-225 for commercial purposes shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor.

21-3-11.  Calling of municipal bond elections; giving notice of elections; contents of notice.
 
(a)  The governing authority of a county, municipality, or political division desiring to incur bonded debt in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Constitution of Georgia shall call a special election to be held on a certain day for the purpose of submitting to the elector-
ate the question of whether such bonded debt shall be incurred.  The governing authority shall publish notice of such election once a 
week for a period of four weeks immediately preceding the day of the election in a newspaper which publishes the sheriff’s advertise-
ments for the county containing all or the largest part of the area of the county, municipality, or political division involved.  Such notice 
shall specify (1) the date of the election and the question to be submitted to the electorate, and (2) the principal amount of bonds to 
be issued, the purpose for which such bonds are to be  issued, the interest rate or rates such bonds are to bear, and the amount of 
principal to be paid in each year during the life of such bonds; provided, however, that the governing authority, in lieu of specifying the 
rate or rates of interest which such bonds are to bear, may specify in the notice that such bonds when issued will bear interest at a 
rate not exceeding a maximum per annum rate of interest as stated in the notice or that, in the event such bonds are to bear different 
rates of interest for different maturity dates, none of such rates will 
exceed the maximum rates stated in the notice.

21-3-51.  Date of municipal election; giving notice of date.

(a)  For all general municipal elections occurring before January 1, 1993, the date of the municipal election shall be specified by the 
charter of the municipality or, if not so specified, then by municipal ordinance.  Public notice of such election shall be published by the 
governing authority in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality at least 30 days prior to the election. 

(b)  Effective January 1, 1993, all general municipal elections to fill municipal offices shall be held on the Tuesday next following the 
first Monday in November in 1993 and on such day biennially thereafter.  Public notice of such elections shall be published by the 
governing authority in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality at least 30 days prior to the elections.

21-3-53.  Date of special election; giving notice of date.

The date of a special election shall be no earlier than 30 days and no later than 60 days after the call of such special election by the 
governing authority of the municipality, such call to be published promptly in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality.

21-3-90(a).  Qualification fees for municipal elections.

(a)  At least two weeks prior to the opening of qualifications for a special or general municipal election, the governing authority of any 
municipality shall fix and publish a qualification fee to be paid by candidates seeking election in any such special or general election.  
Such fee shall be paid to the municipal superintendent at the time a candidate files the candidate’s notice of candidacy.  Such fee 
shall be 3 percent of the annual salary of the office if a salaried office.  If not a salaried office, a reasonable fee shall be set by munici-
pal charter or ordinance; provided, however, that such qualification fee shall not exceed $35.00 for such an office.

21-3-91(a). Election - publication of qualification dates.

(a)  Each candidate or a designee shall file a notice of candidacy in the office of the municipal superintendent of such candidate’s 
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municipality during the municipality’s qualifying period.  Each municipal superintendent shall designate the days of the qualifying 
period,which shall be no less than three days  and no more than five days.  The days of the qualifying period shall be consecutive 
days.  Qualifying periods shall comply with the following:
 (1)  In the case of a general election held in an odd-numbered year, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier  
 than 8:30 A.M. on the second Monday in September immediately preceding the general election and shall end no later than 4:30  
 P.M. on the following Friday; and
 (2)  In the case of a general election held in an even-numbered year, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier  
 than 8:30 A.M. on the last Monday in August immediately preceding the general election and shall end no later than 4:30 P.M. on  
 the following Friday;
 (3)  In the case of a special election, the municipal qualifying period shall commence no earlier than the date of the call and shall  
 end no later than 25 days prior to the election.

The hours of qualifying each day shall be from 8:30 A.M. until 4:30 P.M. with one hour allowed for the lunch break; provided, how-
ever, that municipalities which have normal business hours which cover a lesser period of time shall conduct qualifying during normal 
business hours for each such municipality.  If a run-off primary is held, each candidate nominated therein or a designee shall file a 
notice of candidacy with the municipal superintendent within three days after the holding of such primary, irrespective of such three-
day periods exceeding a qualification deadline prescribed in this subsection.  Notice of the opening and closing dates and the hours 
for candidates to qualify shall be published at least two weeks prior to the opening of the qualifying period.

21-3-105.  Elections:  Notice of write in candidacy.

(a)  In a general or special municipal election, no person elected on a write-in vote shall be eligible to hold office unless notice of 
his intention of candidacy was given 20 or more days prior to the election by the person to be a write-in candidate or by some other 
person or group of persons qualified to vote in the election, to the mayor or similar officer of the municipality and by publication in the 
official gazette of the municipality holding the election.

(b)  In addition to the requirements contained in subsection (a), the person or persons giving notice of intention of candidacy for a 
write-in candidate shall also file, with the mayor or similar officer of the municipality, a copy of the notice as published with an affidavit 
stating that the notice has been published, with the name of the newspaper and the date of publication, not later than the fifth day 
after the deadline for filing and publishing such notice. The affidavit may be made by the person giving notice of intention of candidacy 
or by the publisher of the newspaper in which the notice was published or by an employee of the newspaper designated by the pub-
lisher.

21-3-123.  Municipal elections registration places.

(d)  Additional registration places and hours of operation shall be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality 
or in the form of a public service announcement on radio or television one or more times at least three days prior to the first day for 
registration.

21-3-142.  Voter Registration List Open.

The lists of electors and registration cards of electors shall be open at all times to the reasonable inspection of any citizen of the 
municipality but shall not be removed for such inspection from the custody of the officer in charge.  All the duties required of the regis-
trars and all hearing of evidence upon the qualifications of electors shall be discharged in public.

21-3-194.  Sample ballots and ballot labels.

(a)  As an aid to electors, sample ballots or ballot labels may be printed and published in any newspaper generally and regularly cir-
culated within the municipality, so long as the facsimile is labeled “Sample Ballot” and is at least 25 percent larger or smaller than the 
official ballot.  Reprints of such newspaper printings may be procured and distributed by any elector.  Municipal election officials may 
also prepare and distribute sample ballots or ballot labels or portions thereof, provided they are labeled “Sample Ballot” and are of a 
different color and at least 25 percent larger or smaller than the official ballot or ballot label.

21-3-321.  Limits on advertising and polling.
(a)  No person shall solicit votes in any manner or by any means or method, nor shall any person distribute any campaign literature, 
newspaper, booklet, pamphlet, card, sign, or any other written or printed matter of any kind, nor shall any person conduct any exit poll 
or public opinion poll with voters on any primary or election day: 

 (1)  Within 150 feet of the outer edge of any building within which a polling place is established;
 (2)  Within any polling place; or
 (3)  Within 25 feet of any voter standing in line to vote at any polling place.

21-3-322.  Requirements as to identification of literature which is distributed, etc., in connection with campaign for public office; unau-
thorized use of another’s name for purposes of endorsing, etc., campaign material.

(a)  no person shall distribute, circulate, disseminate, publish, or cause to be distributed, circulated, disseminated, or published any 
literature in connection with any political campaign for any public office or question, unless such literature shall bear the name and 
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address of the person or organization distributing, circulating, disseminating, publishing, or causing the same to be distributed, cir-
culated, disseminated, or published.  To be in compliance with this Code section, when an organization rather than a natural person 
commits any of the above acts, the names and addresses of at least three of the highest officials thereof shall also appear thereon. 
No candidate whose campaign is the subject of any campaign literature shall contribute funds to defray the cost or a portion of the 
cost of the printing, publishing, distribution, circulation, or dissemination of such literature unless the literature clearly states that the 
cost or a portion thereof has been paid for by the candidate. Campaign literature published and disseminated by the candidate him-
self, bearing his name and the office for which he is a candidate, shall be considered as in compliance with this Code section.
(b)  No person shall use the name, or any colorable imitation of the name, of an existing person or organization for the purpose of 
endorsing, circulating, or publishing campaign material, without the authorization of such person or organization.  For the purposes 
of this Code section, the term “any colorable imitation” shall mean any name purposefully used with the intention of the user that a 
person reading such name will be misled into believing that such campaign material is being endorsed, circulated, or published by a 
person or organization other than the true endorser, circulator, or publisher.

21-3-480.  Ban on Commercial use of Voter Lists.

Any person who intentionally uses the list of electors provided for in Code Section 21-3-135 for commercial purposes shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor.

21-5-2.  Private holdings / interests of Public officials- duty to disclose.

It is declared to be the policy of this state, in futherance of its responsibility to protect the integrity of the democratic process and to 
ensure fair elections for constitutional offices; state offices; district attorneys, members of the Georgia House of Representatives and 
Georgia Senate; all constitutional judicial officers; and all county and municipal elected officials, to institute and establish a require-
ment of public disclosure of campaign contributions and expenditures relative to the seeking of such offices, to the recall of public offi-
cers holding elective office, and to the influencing of voter approval or rejection of a proposed constitutional amendment, a state wide 
referendum, or a proposed question which is to appear on the ballot in any county or municipal election.  Further, it is the policy of 
this state that the state’s public affair will be best seved by disclosures of significant orprivate interests of public offficers and officials 
which my influence the discharge of their public duties and responsibilities.  The General Assembly further finds that it is for the public 
to determine whether significant private interests of public officers have influenced the state’s public officers to the detriment of their 
public duties and responsibilities and, in order to make that determination and hold the public officers accountable, the public must 
have reasonable access to the disclosure of the significant private interests of the public officers of this state.

21-5-34(b)(1).  Campaign Finance Disclosure Reports.

(b)(1)  All reports shall list the following:

 (A)  The amount and date of receipt, along with the name, mailing address, occupation, and employer of any person making a 
contribution of $101.00 or more, including the purchase of tickets for events such as dinners, luncheons, rallies, and similar fundrais-
ing events coordinated for the purpose of raising campaign contributions for the  reporting candidate;(B)  The name and mailing 
address and occupation or place of employment of any person to whom an expenditure of $101.00 or more is made and the amount, 
date, and general purpose of such expenditure;

 (C)  When a contribution consists of a loan, advance, or other extension of credit, the report shall also contain the name of the 
lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit and thenames, mailing addresses, occupations, and places of 
employment of all persons having any  liability for repayment of the loan, advance, or extension of credit; and, if any such persons 
shall have a fiduciary relationship to the lending institution or party making the advance or extension of credit, the report shall specify 
the such relationship;

 (D)  Total contributions received and total expenditures made as fol lows;
  
  (i)  Contributions and expenditures shall be reported for theapplicable reporting cycle;
  
  (ii)  A reporting cycle shall commence on January 1 of the year in which an election is to be held for the public office to which  
 thecandidate seeks election and shall conclude:
   
   (I)  At the expiration of the term of office of such candidate is elected and does not seek reelection to some   
   other office;

   (II)  On December 31 of the year in which such election was held if such candidate is unsuccessful; or

   (III)  If such candidate is successful and seeks reelection or seeks election to some other office the current report- 
  ing cycle shall end when the reporting cycle for reelec tion or for some other office begins;  

  (iii)  The  first report of a reporting cycle shall list the net balance on hand brought forward from the previous reporting cycle, 
if any, and the total contributions received during the period covered by  the report;

  (iv)  Subsequent reports shall list the total contributions received during the period covered by the report and the cumulative 
             total of contributions received during the reporting cycle;
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  (v)  The first report of a reporting cycle shall list the total expenditures made during the period covered by the report;

  (vi)  Subsequent reports shall list the total expenditures made during the period covered by the report, the cumulative totals 
             of expenditures made during the reporting cycle, and net balance on hand; and

    (vii)  If a public officer seek reelection to the same public office, the  net balance on hand at the end of the current reporting 
         cycle shall be carried forward to the first report of the applicable new reporting cycle; and

     (E)  The corporate, labor union, or other affiliation of any political action committee or independent committee making a contribu-
tion of $101.00 or more.

  (2)  Each report shall be in such form as will allow for separate identification of a contribution or contributions which are less than 
$101.00 but  which become reportable due to the receipt of an additional contribution  or contributions which when combined with 
such previously received contribution or contributions cumulatively exceed $101.00.

(c)  Candidates or campaign committees which accept contributions, make expenditures designed to bring about the nomination or 
election of a candidate, or have filed a declaration of intention to accept campaign contributions pursuant to subsection (g) of Code 
Section 21-5-30 shall file campaign contribution disclosure reports in compliance with the following schedule; 

21-5-50 (a)(2).  Public officers- required annual public financial disclosure.

(2) Each public officer, as defined in subparagraph (F) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall file with the election supinten-
dent of the county of election of such public officer, not before the first day of January nor later than July 1 of each year in which such 
public officer holds office other than the  year in which an election is held for such public office, a financial disclosure statement for the 
preceding calendar year.  Each person who qualifies as a candidate for election as a public officer, as defined in subparagraph (F) of 
paragraph (22) oof Code Section 21-5-3, shall file with the election superintendent of the county of election, no later than the fifteenth 
day following the date of qualifying as a candidate, a financial disclosure statement for the preceding calendar year.

21-5-53.  Financial Disclosure Records.  

Financial disclosure statements filed pursuant to this article shall be public records and shall be subject to inspection and copying by 
any member of the public as provided by law for other public records.  Within ten days after the date financial disclosure statements 
are due, the filing officer shall notify the commission in writing of the names and addresses of candidates or public officers who have 
not filed financial disclosure statements as required by this article.

22-1-10 (a).  Eminent domain notice by publication.

(a) Prior to exercising the power of eminent domain, a governmental condemnor shall:
(3) Ensure that any notice that is required by law to be published be placed in the county legal organ, but such notice shall not be 
published in the legal notices section of such newspaper.

22-2-25.  Manner and time of service for condemnation.

(b) (2)  One week before the day fixed for assessing damages, the sheriff shall cause the notice to be published once in the official 
organ of the county.

22-2-107.  Service by publication in  condemnation case.

(d)  The sheriff or any lawful deputy of the county where the petition is filed shall serve nonresidents of this state:
      (1)  By posting a copy of the petition, together with the order of the judge thereon, on the bulletin board at the courthouse door 
of the county in which the property or interest sought to be condemned is located for not less than five days prior to the time of the 
hearing before the special master;
      (2)  By the insertion of a notice identifying the property or interest sought to be condemned, as well as the date and place of 
the hearing before the special master, in a newspaper having general circulation in the county wherein such property or interest is 
located, for one issue of said paper, the date of which shall be not less than four nor more than seven days prior to the hearing before 
the special master, and which is the same newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are carried.

22-2-109.  Newspaper advertisement as to original location of highway.

(b)  The condemning authority shall cause the petition for condemnation to set forth the date of the approval of the original location 
of the highway.  It shall be the further duty of the condemning authority, within 30 days from the date of the original approval and 
designation of said location as a highway, to cause the location of said highway in said county to be advertised once each week for 
four consecutive weeks in the newspaper of the county in which the sheriff’s advertisements are carried; and said advertisement shall 
designate the land lots or land districts of said county through which such highway will be located.  Said advertisement shall further 
show the date of the said original location of such highway as herein before provided for in this subsection.  Said advertisement shall 
further state that a plat or map of the project showing the exact date of original location is on file at the office of the Department of 
Transportation, and that any interested party may obtain a copy of same by writing to the Department of Transportation (2 Capitol 
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Square, Atlanta, Georgia 30334) and paying a nominal cost therefor.

22-3-160.1.(a-b)  Utilities: requirement of public meeting prior to exercise of eminent domain.

(a) Before exercising the right of eminent domain for purposes of consructing or expanding an electric transmission line with a design 
operating voltage of 115 kilovolts or greater and a length  oof one mile or more, any utility shall schedule and hold one or more public 
meetings with an oppurtunity for comment by members of the public.  In any proceeding to exercise the right of eminent domain for 
purposed of an electric transmission line for which the utility began land acquisition negotiations on or after July 1, 2004, the util-
ity shall be required to demonstrate substantial compliance with this Code section as a condition for exercising the right of eminent 
domain. (b) Prior to the public meeting or meetings required by this Code section, the utility shall provide adequate public notice of the 
utility’s intent to consruct or expand an electric transmission line and adequate public notice of the public meeting or meetings related 
to the electric transmission line as follows: (1) By publishing adequate public notice of said public meeting or meetings in a newspa-
per of general circulation in each county in which any portion of the electric transmission line is to be constructed or expanded.  Said 
notice shall be published at least 30 days prior to the date of the first public meeting related to the electric transmission line and shall 
include the following: the date, time, and location of each meeting; a  statement that the purpose of the meeting or meetings is to pro-
vide public notice of the utility’s intent to consruct or expand an electric transmission line for which the right of eminent domain may be 
exercised; a description of the proposed project including the general route of the electric transmission line and the general property 
area withing which the utility intends to consruct or expand the electric transmission line; the width of the proposed transmission line 
route; and a description of the alternatice construction approaches considered by the utility ad a statement of why such alternatives 
were rejected by the utlity; and (2) By providing written notice of the public meeting or meetings, by means of certified mail, to each 
owner of property, as indicated in the tax records of the county in which such property is located, over which the utility intends to 
construct or expand the electric transmission line and to the chairpersons or chief executives of the counties and the mayors of any 
municipalities in which such property is located.  Such notice shall be mailed at least 30 days prior to the date of the first public meet-
ing related to the electric transmission lineand shall include all of the information required by paragraph (1) of this subsection. 

23-2-97.  Time limit for intervention in equity case disposing of assets; publication of order.

(a)  In all equity cases in which assets of either or both parties are being administered, marshaled, or otherwise disposed of by the 
court, upon motion of either party or of the court at least 60 days before the term for trial, an order shall be passed bearing the title of 
the case and addressed to all persons concerned, requiring all persons claiming an interest in the assets to intervene in the case by 
not later than a certain date to be fixed by the court.  The date shall be not less than 60 days nor more than 90 days from the date on 
which the order is filed.  After filing, the order shall be published twice each month for two consecutive months in the official organ for 
legal advertisements in the county in which the case is pending.

24-4-4.1(b).  Appointment of temporary guardian.

(b)  Notice of the pending application for temporary guardianship shall be given to the minor’s natural guardian or guardians if such 
do not relinquish in writing their guardianship rights.  Such notice shall be by personal service if the natural guardian to be served 
resides in this state at a known current address or, if the current address is unknown or is outside this state, by first-class mail sent to 
the natural guardian’s last known address, if any, or, if no address is known, by publication once a week for two weeks in the official 
county legal organ.  If no natural guardian appears and objects to the application for temporary guardianship within 14 days after such 
notice is mailed or 10 days after such notice if first published, whichever is later, the judge of the probate court shall appoint a tempo-
rary guardian.

24-6-24.  Establishment of lost or destroyed paper in superior court.

  (b)  Thereupon, the clerk shall issue a rule nisi in the name of the judge of the superior court, calling upon the opposite party to 
show cause, if he has any, why the copy sworn to should not be established in lieu of the lost or destroyed original.  The rule shall 
be served personally upon the respondent by the sheriff, his deputy, or any constable of this state, if the respondent  is found in this 
state, 20 days before the sitting of the court to which the rule nisi is made returnable.  If the respondent cannot be found in this state, 
the rule shall be published in some public newspaper twice a month for two months before the final hearing of the rule.

24-8-22.  Service of nonresidents in lost document case.

When the person alleged to be a debtor or maker of a lost or destroyed paper as set forth in Code Section 24-8-21 does not reside in 
this state, the alleged debtor or maker may be made a party to the proceedings by publication, in a newspaper to be designated by 
the judge of the probate court, twice a month for two months.  When the person has been made a party, this article shall apply in his 
case, except as otherwise provided.

24-8-23.  Establishment of lost paper in justice of the peace court.

(b)  Thereupon, the justice of the peace shall issue a rule nisi, calling upon the opposite party to show cause, if he has any, why the 
copy should not be established in lieu of the original so lost or destroyed.  The rule shall be served by any constable upon the party 
personally, if he is found, ten days before the sitting of the court to which he is called upon to show cause.  If the party is not found, 
then the rule may be published in a public newspaper once a week for four weeks before the final hearing of the rule.  If no sufficient 
cause is shown, the justice shall enter a judgment establishing the copy in lieu of the original so lost or destroyed.  The copy so 
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established shall be certified by the justice of the court in which it was established and shall have all the force and effect of the origi-
nal.

24-9-30.  Reporter’s Privilege.

Any  person, company, or other entity engaged in the gathering and dissemination of news for the public through a newspaper, book, 
maga-
zine, or radio or television broadcast shall have a qualified privilege against disclosure of any information, document, or item obtained 
or prepared in the gathering or dissemination of news in any proceeding where the one asserting the privilege is not a party, unless it 
is shown that this privilege has been waived or that what is sought:

 (1)  Is material and relevant;
 (2)  Cannot be reasonably obtained by alternative means; and
 (3)   Is necessary to the proper preparation or presentation of the case of a party seeking the information, document, or  item.

24-9-40.  Release of medical information by pharmacists.

  (a)  No physician licensed under Chapter 34 of Title 43 shall be required to release any medical information concerning a patient 
except on written authorization or other waiver by the patient, or by his or her parents or duly appointed guardian ad litem in the case 
of a minor, or on appropriate court order or subpoena; provided, however, that any physician releasing information under written 
authorization or other waiver by the patient, or by his or her parents or guardian ad litem in the case of a minor, or under  court order 
or subpoena shall not be liable to the patient or any other person;  provided, further, that the privilege shall be waived to the extent 
that the patient places his care and treatment or the nature and extent of his injuries at issue in  any civil or criminal proceeding.  This 
Code section shall not apply to psychiatrists.
  
  (b)  No pharmacist licensed under Chapter 4 of Title 26 shall be required to release any medical information concerning a patient 
except on written authorization or other waiver by the patient, or by his or her parents or duly appointed guardian ad litem in the case 
of a minor, or upon appropriate court order or subpoena; provided, however, that any pharmacist releasing information under written 
authorization or other waiver by the patient or his or her parents or duly appointed guardian ad litem in the case of a minor, or upon 
appropriate court order or subpoena shall not be liable to the patient or any other person; provided, further, that the privilege shall be 
waived to the extent that the patient places his or her care and treatment or the nature and extent of his or her injuries at issue in any 
administrative, civil, or criminal proceeding. 

24-9-40.1.   AIDS information.

AIDS confidential information as defined in Codes Section 31-22-9.1 and disclosed or discovered within the patient-physician relation-
ship shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed except as otherwise provided in Code Section 24-9-47.

24-9-40.2(a-f).  Medical Research Data-confidentiality.

(a)  The General Assembly finds and declares that protecting the confidentiality of research data from disclosure in administrative pro-
ceedings, civil and criminal judicial proceedings, and quasi-judicial proceedings is essential to safeguarding the integrity of research 
in this state, guaranteeing the privacy of individuals who participate in research projects, ensuring the continuation of research in 
science, medicine, and other fields that benefits the citizens and institutions of Georgia and other states.  The protection of such 
research data has more than local significance, is of equal importance to all citizens of the state, is of state-wide concern, and conse-
quently is properly a matter for regulation under the police power of the state.

(b)  As used in this Code section, the term ‘confidential raw research data’ means medical information, interview responses, reports, 
statements, memoranda, or other data relating to the condition, treatment, or characteristics of any person which is gathered by or 
provided to a researcher:

 (1)  In support of a research study approved by an appropriate research oversight committee of a hospital, health care facility, or 
educational institution; and 
 (2)  With the objective to develop, study, or report aggregate or anonymous information not intended to be used in any way which 
the identity of an individual is material to the results.

The term does not include published compilations of the raw research data created by the researcher or the researcher’s published 
summaries, findings, analyses, or conclusions related to the research study.

(c)  Confidential raw research data in a researcher’s possession shall not be subject to subpoena, otherwise discoverable, or deemed 
admissible as evidence in any administrative, civil, criminal, or other judicial proceeding in any court except as otherwise provided in 
subsection (d) of this Code section.

(d)  Confidential raw research data may be released, disclosed, subject to subpoena, otherwise discoverable , or deemed admissible 
as evidence in a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding as follows:
 
 (1)  Confidential raw research data related to a person may be disclosed to that person or to another person on such person’s 
behalf where the authority is otherwise specifically provided by law;
 (2)  Confidential raw research data related to a person may be disclosed to any person or legal entity designated to receive that 
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infor mation when that designation is made in writing by the research participant or where a designation is made in writing by a person 
authorized by law to act for the participant;

 (3)  Confidential raw research data related to a person may be disclosed to any agency or department of the federal government, 
this  state, or any political subdivision of this state if those data are required by law or regulation to be reported to that agency or 
department;
 (4)  Confidential raw research data may disclosed in any proceeding in which a party was a participant, researcher, or sponsor 
in the underlying research study, including but not limited to any judicial or  quasi-judicial proceeding in which a research participant 
places his or her care, treatment, injuries, insurance coverage, or benefit plan coverage at issue; provided, however, that the identity 
of any research participant other than the party to the judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding shall not be disclosed, unless the research-
er or sponsor is a defendant in the case;
 (5)  Confidential raw research data may be disclosed in any proceeding in which the researcher has either volunteered to testify 
or has been hired to testify as an expert by one of the parties to the proceedings; and
 (6)  In a criminal proceeding, the court shall order the production of confidential raw research data if the data are relevant to any 
issue in  the proceeding, impose appropriate safeguards against unauthorized 
disclosure of the data, and admit confidential raw research data into evidence if the data are material to the defense or prosecution.

(e)  Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to permit, require, or prohibit the disclosure of confidential raw research data in 
any setting other than an administrative, judicial, or quasi-judicial proceeding that is governed by the requirements of this title.
(f)  Any disclosure if confidential raw research data authorized or required by this Code section or any other law shall in no way 
destroy the confidential nature of that data except for the purpose for which the authorized or required disclosure is made.

24-9-47.  Court proceeding to obtain AIDS information.

(a)  Any  term used in this Code section and defined in Code Section 31-22-9.1 shall have the meaning provided for such term in 
Code Section 31-22-9.1.
(b)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section:
 (1)  No person or legal entity which receives AIDS confidential information pursuant to this Code section or which is responsible 
      for recording, reporting, or maintaining AIDS confidential information shall:  
 (A)  Intentionally or knowingly disclose that information to another person or legal entity; or 
 (B)  Be compelled by subpoena, court order, or other judicial process to disclose that information to another person or legal enti-
ty;   
      and  
(2)  No person or legal entity which receives AIDS confidential information which that person or legal entity knows was disclosed in 
violation of paragraph (1) of this subsection shall:  
 (A)  Intentionally or knowingly disclose that information to another person or legal entity; or 
 (B)  Be compelled by subpoena, court order, or other judicial process to disclose that information to another person or legal enti-
ty.
(c)  AIDS confidential information may be disclosed to the person identified by that information or, if that person is a minor or incom-
petent person, to that person’s parent or legal guardian.

(d)  AIDS confidential information may be disclosed to any person or legal entity designated to receive that information when that 
designation is made in writing by the person identified by that information or, if that person is a minor or incompetent person, by that 
person’s parent or legal guardian.
(e)  AIDS confidential information may be disclosed to any agency or department of the federal gov-government, this state, or any 
political subdivision of this state if that information is authorized or required by law 
to be reported to that agency or department.

(f)  The results of an HIV test may be disclosed to the person, or that person’s designated represent-ative, who ordered such tests of 
the body fluids or tissue of another person.

(g)  When the patient of a physician has been determined to be infected with HIV and that patient’s physician reasonably believes that 
the spouse or sexual partner or any child of the patient, spouse, or sexual partner is a person at risk of being infected with HIV by that 
patient, the physician may disclose to that spouse, sexual partner, or child that the patient has been determined to be infected with 
HIV, after first attempting to notify the patient that such disclosure is going to be made.   (3)  The Department of 
Human Resources may disclose that a person has been reported, under paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection, to have been deter-
mined to be infected with HIV to the board of health of the county in which that person resides or is located if reasonably necessary to 
protect the health and safety of that person or other persons who may have come in contact with the body fluids of the HIV infected 
person.  The Department of Human Resources or county board of health to which information is disclosed pursuant to this paragraph 
or paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection:  
 (A)  May contact any person named in such disclosure as having been determined to be an HIV infected person for the purpose 
of counseling that person and requesting therefrom the name of any other person who may  be  a person at risk of being infected with 
HIV by that HIV infected person;  
 (B)  May contact any other person reasonably believed to be a person at risk of being infected with HIV  by that HIV infected 
person for the purposes of disclosing that such infected person has been determined to be infected  with HIV and counseling 
such person to submit to an HIV test; and 
 (C)  Shall contact and provide counseling to the spouse of any HIV infected person whose name is thus disclosed if both persons 
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are reasonably likely to have engaged in sexual intercourse or any other act determined  by  the department likely to have resulted 
in the transmission of HIV between such persons within the preceding seven years and if that spouse may be located and contacted 
without undue difficulty.

(i)  Any health care provider authorized to order an HIV test may disclose AIDS confidential information regarding a patient thereof if 
that disclosure is made to a health care provider or health care facility which has provided, is providing, or will provide any health care 
service to that patient and as a result of such provi-sion of service that health care provider or facility:
 (1)  Has personnel or patients who may be persons at risk of being infected with HIV by that patient, if that patient is an HIV 
infected person and such disclosure is reasonably necessary to protect any such personnel or patients from that risk; or
 (2)  Has a legitimate need for that information in order to provide that health care service to that patient.

(j)  A health care provider or any other person or legal entity authorized but not required to disclose AIDS confidential information 
pursuant to this Code section shall have no duty to make such disclosure and shall not be liable to the patient or any other person or 
legal entity for failing to make such disclosure.  A health care provider or any other person or legal entity which discloses information 
as authorized or required by this Code section or as authorized or required by law or rules or regulations made pursuant thereto shall 
have no civil or criminal liability therefor.
(k)  When any person or legal entity is authorized or required by this Code section or any other law to disclose AIDS confidential infor-
mation 
to a person at risk of being infected with HIV and that person at risk is a minor or incompetent person, such disclosure may be made 
to any parent or legal guardian of the minor or incompetent person, or to both the minor or incompetent person and any parent or 
legal guardian thereof.

(l)  When an institutional care facility is the site at which a person is at risk of being infected with HIV and as a result of that risk a dis-
closure of AIDS confidential information to any person at risk at that site is authorized or required under this Code section or any other 
law, such disclosure may be made to the person at risk or to that institutional care facility’s chief administrative or executive officer, or 
such officer’s designee, in which case that officer or designee is authorized to make such disclosure to the person at risk.
(m)  When a disclosure of AIDS confidential information is authorized or required by this Code section to be made to a physician, 
health care provider, or legal entity, that disclosure may be made to employees of that physician, health care provider, or legal entity 
who have been designated thereby to receive such information on behalf thereof.  Those designated employees may thereafter dis-
close to and provide for the disclosure of that information among such other employees of that physician, health care provider, or 
legal entity, but such disclosure among those employees are only authorized when reasonably necessary in the ordinary course of 
business to carry out the purposes for which that disclosure is authorized or required to be made to that physician, health care pro-
vider, or legal entity.

(n)  Any disclosure of AIDS confidential information authorized or required by this Code section or any other law and any unauthorized 
disclosure of such information shall in no way destroy the confidential nature of that information except for the purpose for which the 
authorized or required disclosure is made. 
(o)  Any person or legal entity which violates subsection (b) of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

(p)  Nothing in this Code section or any other law shall be construed to authorize the disclosure of AIDS confidential information if that 
disclosure is prohibited by federal law, or regulations promulgated thereunder, nor shall  anything in this Code section or any other  
law be construed to prohibit the disclosure of information which would be AIDS confidential information except that such information 
does not permit the identification of any person.

(q)  A public safety agency or district attorney may obtain the results from an HIV test to which the person named in the request has 
submitted under Code Section 15-11-66.1, 17-10-15, 42-5-52.1, or 42-9-42.1, notwithstanding that the results may be contained in a 
sealed record.
(r)  Any person or legal entity required by an order of a court to disclose AIDS confidential information in the custody or control of 
such person or legal entity shall disclose that information as required by that order.

(s)  AIDS confidential information may be disclosed as medical information pursuant to Code Section 24-9-40, relating to the release 
of medical information, or pursuant to any other law which authorizes or requires the disclosure of medical information if:
 (1)  The person identified by that information:  
  (A)  Has consented in writing to that disclosure; or 
  (B)  Has been notified of the request for disclosure of that information at least ten days prior to the time of the disclosure is to 
be made and does not object to such disclosure prior to the time specified for  that disclosure in that notice; or  
 (2)  A superior court in an in camera hearing finds by clear and convincing evidence a compelling  need for the information which 
cannot be accommodated by other means.  In assessing compelling need, the court shall weigh the public health, safety, or welfare 
needs or any other public or private need for the disclosure  against the privacy interest of the person identified by the information and 
the public interest which may be disserved  by disclosures which may deter voluntary HIV tests.  If the court determines that disclo-
sure of that information is authorized under this paragraph, the court shall order that disclosure and impose appropriate safeguards 
against any unauthorized disclosure.  The records of that hearing otherwise shall be under seal.  

(t)  (1)  A superior court of this state may order a person or legal entity to disclose AIDS confidential information in its custody or con-
trol to:  
 (A)  A prosecutor in connection with a prosecution for the alleged commission of reckless conduct under subsection (c) of Code 
            Section 16-5-60;  
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 (B)  Any party in a civil cause of action; or 
 (C)  A public safety agency or the Department of Human Resources if that agency or department has an employee  thereof 
who has, in the course of that employment, come in contact with the body fluids of the person identified by  the AIDS confidential 
information sought in such a manner reasonably likely to cause that employee to become an  HIV infected person and provided the 
disclosure is necessary for the health and safety of employee, and for purposes of this subsection the term ‘petitioner for disclosure’,  
means any person or legal entity specified in sub-paragraph (A), (B), or (C) of this paragraph.
 (2)  An order may be issued against a person or legal entity responsible for recording, reporting, or maintaining AIDS confidential 
information to compel the disclosure of that information if the petitioner for dis-closure demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence 
a compelling need for the information which cannot be accommodated by other means.  In assessing compelling need, the court shall 
weigh the public health, safety, or welfare needs or any other public or private need for the disclosure against the privacy interest of 
the person identified by the information and the public interest which may be disserved by disclosures which may deter voluntary HIV 
tests.
 (3)  A petition seeking disclosure of AIDS confidential information under this subsection shall substitute a pseudonym for the true 
name of the person concerning whom the information is sought.  The disclosure
to the parties of that person’s true name shall be communicated confidentially, in documents not filed with the court.
 (4)  Before granting any order under this subsection, the court shall provide the person concerning whom the information is 
sought with notice and a reasonable opportunity to participate in the proceedings if that person is not already a party.
 (5)  Court proceedings as to disclosure of AIDS confidential information under this subsection shall be conducted in camera 
unless the person concerning whom the information is sought  agrees to a hearing in open court.
 (6)  Upon the issuance of an order that a person or legal entity be required to disclose AIDS confidential information regarding 
a person named in that order, that person or entity so ordered shall disclose to the ordering court any such information which is in 
the control or custody of that person or entity and which relates to the person named in the order for the court to make an in camera 
inspection thereof.  If the court determines from that inspection that the person named in the order is an HIV infected person, the 
court shall disclose to the petitioner for disclosure that determination and shall impose appropriate safeguards against unauthorized 
disclosure which shall specify the persons who may have access to the information, the purposes for which the information shall be 
used, and appropriate prohibitions on future disclosure.
 (7)  The record of the proceedings under this subsection shall be sealed by the court.
 (8)  An order may not be issued under this subsection against the Department of Human Resources, any county board of health, 
or any anonymous HIV test site operated by or on behalf of that department. (u)  A health care provider, health care facility, or other 
person or legal entity who, in violation of this Code section, unintentionally discloses AIDS confidential information, notwithstanding 
the maintenance of procedures thereby which are reasonably adopted to avoid risk of such disclosure, shall not be civilly or criminally 
liable, unless such disclosure was due to gross negligence or wanton and willful misconduct.

(v)  AIDS confidential information may be disclosed when that disclosure is otherwise authorized or required by Code Section 42-1-6, 
if AIDS or HIV infection is the communicable disease at issue, or when that disclosure is otherwise authorized or required by any law 
which specifically refers to ‘AIDS confidential infor--mation,’ ‘HIV test results,’ or any similar language indicating a legislative intent to 
disclose information specifi-cally relating to AIDS or HIV.

(w)  A health care provider who has received AIDS confidential information regarding a patient from the patient’s health care provider 
directly or indirectly under the provisions of subsection (i) of this Code section may disclose that information to a health care provider 
which has provided, is providing, or will provide any health care service to that patient and as a result of that provision of service that 
health care provider:
 (1)  Has personnel or patients who may be persons at risk of being infected with HIV by that patient,
 if that patient is an HIV infected person and such disclosure is reasonably necessary to protect any such personnel or patients from 
that risk; or 
      (2)  Has a legitimate need for that information in order to provide that health care service to that patient. 

(x)  Neither the Department of Human Resources nor any county board of health shall disclose AIDS confidential information con-
tained in its records unless such disclosure is authorized or required by this Code section or any other law, except that such informa-
tion in those records shall not be a public record and shall not be subject to disclosure through subpoena, court order, or other judicial 
process.

(y)  The protection against disclosure provided by Code Section 24-9-40.1 shall be waived and AIDS confidential information may be 
disclosed to the extent that the person identified by such information, his heirs, successors, assigns, or a beneficiary of such person, 
including but not limited to an executor, administrator, or personal representative of such person’s estate:
    (1)  Files a claim or claims other entitlements under any insurance policy or benefit plan or is involved in any civil proceeding 
regarding such claim;
      (2)  Places such person’s care and treatment, the nature and extent of his injuries, the extent of his damages, his medical condi-
tion, or the reasons for his death at issue in any civil or criminal proceeding; or
 (3)  Is involved in a dispute regarding coverage under any insurance policy or benefit plan.
 
(z)  AIDS confidential information may be collected, used, and disclosed by an insurer in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 39 
or Title 33, relating to the collection, use, and disclosure of information gathered by insurance institutions.
 (aa)  In connection with any civil or criminal action in which AIDS confidential information is disclosed as authorized or required 
by this Code section, the party to whom that information is thereby disclosed may subpoena any person to authenticate such AIDS 
confidential information, establish a chain of custody relating thereto, or otherwise testify regarding that information, including but not 
limited to testifying regarding any notifications to the patient regarding results of an HIV test.  The provisions of this subsection shall 
apply as to records, personnel, or both of the Department of Human Resources or a county board of health notwithstanding Code 
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Section 50-18-72, but only as to test results  obtained by a 
prosecutor under subsection (q) of this Code section and to be used thereby in a prosecution for reckless conduct under subsection 
(c) of Code Section 16-5-60.

24-9-47 (bb).  Court Proceeding to obtain AIDS information.

 (4) The court having jurisdiction over such proceeding or procedure, when it becomes apparent that AIDS confidential information 
will likely be or has been disclosed in connection with such proceeding or procedure, shall take such measures as the court deter-
mines appropriate to preserve the confidentiality of the disclosed information to the maximum extent possible.  Such measures shall 
include, without being limited to, closing the proceeding or procedure to the public and sealing all or any part of the records of the 
proceeding or procedure containing AIDS confidential information.  The records of any appeals taken from any such proceeding or 
procedure shall also be sealed.  Furthermore, The court may consult with and obtain the advice of medical experts  or other counsel 
or advisers as to the relevance and materiality of such information in such proceedings or procedures, so long as the identity of the 
person identified by such information is not thereby  revealed.

24-10-137.  Audio-visual recording of criminal case deposition- available to the public only after submitted in evidence at trial.

(a) Any part shall have the right to require that the deposition be recorded and preserved by the use of audio-visual equipment in 
addition to a stenographic record.  The audio-visual recording shall be transmitted to the clerk of the court which ordered the deposi-
tion and shall be made available for viewing and copying only to the prosecuting attorney and defendant’s attorney prior to the trial.  
An ausio-visual recording made pursuant to this Code section shall not be available for inspection or copying by the public until such 
audio-visual recording has been admitted into evidence during a trial or hearing in the case in which such deposition is made.

25-2-4.  Fire safety regulations.

The Commissioner shall adopt such rules and regulations as he deems necessary  to promote the enforcement of this chapter.  Such 
rules and regulations shall have the force and effect of law and shall not require adoption by a municipality or county.  The governing 
authority of any municipality or county in this state is authorized to enforce the state minimum fire safety standards on all buildings 
and structures except one-family and two-family dwellings and those buildings and structures listed in Code Section 25-2-13.  All other 
applications of the state minimum fire safety standards and fees are specified in Code  Sections 25-2-4.1, 25-2-12, and 25-2-12.1.  
Before the Commissioner shall adopt as a part of his rules and regulations for the enforcement of this chapter any of the principles of 
the various codes referred to in this chapter, he shall first consider and approve them as reasonably suitable for the enforcement of 
this chapter.  Not less than 15 days before any rules and regulations are promulgated, a public hearing shall be held.  Notice of the 
hearing shall be advertised in a newspaper  of general circulation.

25-13-4, 5, 6.  Use of police and fire department names or symbols.
25-13-4. 

 Any person who uses words pertaining to a particular municipal, county, or volunteer fire department in connection with the planning, 
conduct,  or execution of any solicitation; advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication;  or play, motion picture, broad-
cast, telecast, telemarketing, or other production in a manner reasonably calculated to convey the impression that such solicitation;  
advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication; or play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, telemarketing, or other pro-
duction is approved, endorsed, or authorized by or associated with the department without written permission from the local governing 
authority shall be in violation of this chapter.

25-13-5.

 Any person who uses or displays any current or historical symbol, including any emblem, seal, or badge, used by the department in 
connection with the planning, conduct, or execution of any solicitation; advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication; or 
play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, telemarketing, or other production in a manner reasonably calculated to convey the impres-
sion that such solicitation; advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication; or play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, 
telemarketing, or other production is approved, endorsed, or authorized by or associated with the department without written permis-
sion from the local governing authority shall be in violation of this chapter.

25-13-6.

Any person wishing permission to use the nomenclature or a symbol of a department may submit a written request for such per-
mission to the fire chief or director of public safety.  Within 15 calendar days after receipt of the request, the fire chief or director of 
public safety shall send a notice with his or her recommendation to the local governing body stating whether the person may use the 
requested nomenclature or symbol.  Within 30 calendar days after receipt of a recommendation from the fire chief or director or public 
safety, the local governing body shall send a notice to the requesting party of their decision on whether or not the person may  use 
the requested nomenclature or symbol.  If the local governing body does not respond within the 30 day time period, then the request 
is presumed to have been denied.  The grant of permission under Code Section 35-10-4 or 35-10-5 shall be in the discretion of the 
local governing body under such conditions as the local governing body may impose.
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26-2-24.  Food advertisements - false statements.

      (2)  No publisher, radio broadcast  licensee, or agency or medium for the dissemination of an advertisement, except the man-
ufacturer, packer, distributor, or seller of the article to which a false advertise
ment relates, shall be liable under this Code section by reason of the dissemination by him of such false advertisement unless he 
has refused, on the request of the Commissioner, to furnish the Commissioner the name and post office address of the manufacturer, 
packer, distributor, seller, or advertising agency who caused him to disseminate such advertisement.

26-4-80(d).  Patient medication records kept confidential.

(d)  Information contained in the patient medication record or profile shall be considered confidential information as defined in this title.  
Confidential information may be released to the patient or the patient’s authorized representative, the prescriber or other licensed 
health care practitioners then caring for the patient, another licensed pharmacist, the board or its representative, or any other person 
duly authorized to receive such information.  In accordance with Code Section 24-9-40, confidential information may be released to 
others only on the written release of the patient, court order, or subpoena.

27-3-48(c) .Caution Notice for Property Used in Hunting Deer at Night.

If the owner, lessee, or person or persons having custody or possession of the property at the time of seizure are unknown or reside 
out of the state or depart the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the state or conceals himself or themselves so as 
to avoid service notice of such proceedings shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in-the newspaper in which 
sheriff’s advertisements of the county are published.  The publication shall be deemed notice to any and all persons having an inter-
est in or right affected by the proceeding and any sale of the property resulting therefrom but shall not constitute notice to any person 
having a duly recorded security interest in or lien upon such property and required to be served under this Code section unless that 
person is unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the state or conceals 
himself so as to avoid service.

27-4-137.  Condemnation proceedings for property seized in connection with  violation of wildlife laws.

If the owner, lessee, or person having custody or possession of the equipment at the time of seizure is unknown, notice of such pro-
ceedings shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements of the county 
are published.  Such publication shall be deemed notice to any and all persons having an interest in or right affected by such pro-
ceedings and any sale of the equipment resulting therefrom.

27-4-198(c).  Lease of oyster or clam beds from departments.

The department shall cause to be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the legal organ of the county or counties 
wherein is situated the area to be bid upon an advertisement of an invitation for bids, setting forth therein an accurate description of 
the area proposed to be leased; the date, time, and place when and where bids therefor will be received; and such other information 
as the department may deem necessary.  Prior to such advertisement, the department shall prepare a proposed form of lease and 
appropriate instructions which shall be furnished to prospective bidders under such conditions as the department may prescribe.

28-1-14 (a), (c).   Advertisement and notice of intent to introduce local legislation.

(a)  No local bill shall become law unless notice of the intention to introduce such bill shall have been advertised in the newspaper in 
which the sheriff’s advertisements for the locality affected are published one time before the bill is introduced.  Such advertisement 
must not be more than 60 days prior to the convening date of the session at which the bill is introduced.  After the advertisement has 
been published the bill may be introduced at any time during the session unless the advertisement is published during the session, 
in which event the bill may not be introduced before Monday of the calendar week following the week in which the advertisement is 
published.
(c)  A copy of the notice as it was advertised and an affidavit stating that the notice had been published as provided by this Code sec-
tion and that the notice requirements of this Code section have been met shall be attached to the bill and shall become a part of the 
bill. Such affidavit shall be made by the author of the bill.

28-3-24.1(b).  Legislative information via Internet.

(b) The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives may provide legislative information in electronic format 
to the GeorgiaNet Division of the Georgia Technology Authority for purposes of public distribution as provided in Code Section 50-25-
14.  The information may be provided on at least a daily basis in the most current format available.  The information provided may 
include at a minimum:  available schedules and agendas for committee meetings; available bill and resolution status information; and 
full text of all available prefiled and introduced versions of bills and resolutions, including amendments and substitutes.  The informa-
tion provided may include such other matters as will in the determination of the Secretary and the Clerk contribute to the purposes 
of this Code section.  The Georgia Technology Authority shall work with the General Assembly to develop a single Internet site for 
Georgia General Assembly.  The content and the format of the General Assembly Internet site shall be determined by the Legislative 
Services Committee.
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28-5-42(a)(5).  Exemption of local bills.

(5)  This article shall not apply to any local bill affecting a county or municipality which must be advertised in accordance with the 
requirements of Code Section 28-1-14, relating to the advertisement of local legislation.

29-2-6(b)(2-4). Appointment of temporary guardians for minors - notice.

(2) The notice shall be by personal service if the parent resides in this state at a known address; by first-class mail if the parent 
resides outside this state at a known address; or by publication for two weeks in the official county legal organ for the county in which 
the petition is filed if no address is known.
(3) The notice shall state that the parent is entitled to object  either to the establishment of a temporary guardianship or to the 
seleciton of the petitioner as temporary guardian, or both.
(4) The notice shall require that any objection be filed in writing with the court within ten days of the personal service, within 14 days 
of the mailing of the notice, or within ten days of the date of the second publication of the notice.

29-2-31(a). Guardian’s petition for dismissal - notice.

(a) Upon the termination of the guardianship or the resignation of the guardian, the guardian may petition the court for an order dis-
missing the guardian from office. The petition shall include a final status report to the court which covers the period of time from the 
latest annual status report filed by the guardian. The final status report shall contain the information required for annual status reports 
and shall otherwise comply with the provisions of paragraph (8) of subsection (b) of Code Section 29-2-21. Notice shall be published 
one time in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is filed and shall state 
that any objection must be made in writing and shall designate the date on or before which objections must be filed in the court, which 
shall not be less than 30 days from the date of publication. The court shall examine any objections filed.

29-2-84.  Procedure for obtaining letters of dismission in guardianship.

(a)  Letters of dismission may be granted by the judge of the probate court to any guardian upon compliance with the procedure out-
lined in this Code section.   The guardian shall make an application in writing for letters of dismission, setting forth his full discharge 
of the duties of his trust.  The judge of the probate court shall examine the guardian’s accounts and vouchers to verify the truth of the 
application.  The application shall be published one time in the public newspaper in which legal notices of the office of the judge of the 
probate court are usually published.  Thereafter, the judge shall examine any objections filed.  Proof shall be offered to show that the 
ward is of age or that there is no longer a necessity for continuing the guardianship.

29-3-8(c). Petition for appointment of a conservator for a minor - notice.

(c) Notice of the petition for appointment of a conservator for a minor shall be given to any designee named in paragraph (4) of sub-
section (b) of this Code section and the individuals named in paragraph (5) of subsection (b) of this Code section. The notice shall 
be by personal service if the individual resides in this state at a known current address; or by publication for two weeks in the official 
county legal organ for the county in which the petition is filed if no address is known. The notice shall state that the individual is enti-
tled to object either to the establishment of a conservatorship or to the selection of the petitioner as conservator, or both. The notice 
shall require that any objection be filed in writing with the court within ten days of the personal service, within 14 days of the date of 
the mailing of the notice, or within ten days of the date of the second publication of the notice.

29-3-70(a). Conservator’s petition for removal - notice.

(a) Upon the termination of the conservatorship or upon the resignation of the conservator, the conservator may petition the court 
for an order dismissing the conservator from office. The petition shall include a final return to the court which covers the period from 
the last annual return filed by the conservator. The final return shall contain the information required for annual returns and shall oth-
erwise comply with the provisions of Code Section 29-3-60. Notice shall be published one time in the newspaper in whcih sheriff’s 
advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is filed and shall state that any objection must be made in writing and 
shall designate the date on or before which objections must be filed in the court, which date shall not be less then 30 days from the 
date of publication. The court shall examine any objections filed.

29-4-4.1(b).  Appointment of temporary guardian.

(b)  Notice of the pending application for temporary guardianship shall be given to the minor’s natural guardian or guardians if such 
do not relinquish in writing their guardianship rights.  Such notice shall be by personal service if the natural guardian to be served 
resides in this state at a known current address or, if the current address is unknown or is outside this state, by first-class mail sent to 
the natural guardian’s last known address, if any, or, if no address is known, by publication once a week for two weeks in the official 
county legal organ.  If no natural guardian appears and objects to the application for temporary guardianship within 14 days after such 
notice is mailed or 10 days after such notice is first published, whichever is later, the judge of the probate court shall appoint a tempo-
rary guardian.
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29-4-10.  Application for appointment as guardian; service on resident relatives; publication of notice.

 (a)  Every application for appointment of a guardian of a minor under the age of 14 years who is not the child of the applicant 
shall be made to the judge of the probate court and served upon the three nearest adult relatives of the child who reside in this state.  
If there are less than three adult relatives residing in this state, service shall be made upon all who are residents of this state.  If no 
adult relatives reside in this state, before letters of guardianship are granted, the judge shall give notice of the application in the news-
paper in which the legal advertisements of the county are 
published, once a week for four weeks.  At the next regular term after service upon the adult relatives, or after the notice has been 
published once a week for four weeks, the letters may, in the discretion of the court, be granted to the applicant or to some other per-
son.

29-4-43(a). Guardian’s petition to dismiss from office - notice.

(a) Upon the termination of the guardianship or the resignation of the guardian, the guardian may petition the court for an order 
dismissing the guardian from office. The petition shall include a final status report to the court which covers the period of time from 
the latest annual status report filed by the guardian. The final status report shall contain the information required for annual status 
reports and shall othervise comply with the provisions of Code Section 29-4-22 . Notice shall be published one time in the newspaper 
in which sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is filed and shall state that any objection must be 
made in writing and shall designate the date on or before which objections must be filed in the court, which shall not be less than 30 
days from the date of publication. The court shall examine any objections filed.

29-6-5.  Guardian for VA recipient.
Upon an application for the appointment of a guardian under this chapter, notice shall be given to the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs Guardianship Unit and to two adult relatives of the proposed ward by certified mail by the clerk of the probate court 
unless service is acknowledged.  If two adult  relatives of the proposed ward cannot be located, notice to one adult relative shall be 
sufficient.  If  no adult relative can be located, the court shall give notice of the application in the newspaper in which legal advertise-
ment s of the county are published once a week for two weeks.  At the next regular term after notice has been given, or after notice 
has been published, the letters of guardianship may, in the discretion of the court, be granted to the applicant or to some other suit-
able person.

29-7-6. Petition for the appointment of a VA guardian - notice.

Upon a petition for the appointment of a VA guardian, notice shall be given to the department office having jurisdiction over the area 
in which the ward resides, to the proposed ward, and to two adult relatives of the proposed ward by certified mail or statutory over-
night delivery by the court. If two adult relatives of the proposed ward cannot be located, notice to one adult relative shall be sufficient. 
If no adult relative can be located, the court shall give notice of the petition in the newspaper in which legal advertisements of the 
county in which the ward resides are published once a week for two weeks. After notice has been given or published, the letters of 
guardianship may, in the discretion of the court, be granted to the petitioner or to some other suitable person. If all parties entitled to 
notice waive further notice and consent to the notice instanter, the court may, in its discretion, grant letters of guardianship instanter to 
the petitioner.

29-9-5(b), (d). Guardians and Wards - Service of person with unknown address or address outside of the state of Georgia - notice.

(b) Unless all persons have known current redidence addresses, the court shall order service to be perfected by publication of the 
citation in the newpaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is filed. The citation 
shall be published once a week for four weeks prior to the date on which objections must be filed. The records of the court shall show 
the persons notified and the character of the notice given. The published citation shall be directed to the person to be served. 
(d) When service by publication is ordered pursuant to this Code section, compliance with the provisions of this Code section relating 
to a person to be notified who is known but whose current residence address is unknown shall be equivalent to personal service of a 
copy of the petition and citation when the fact apppears in the records of the court showing the persons notified and the character of 
the notice given. In the case of a known person whose current residence address is unknown, that person’s name shall appear in the 
records of the court, and the records shall show service by publiction as to that person in compliance with this Code section. In any 
case in whcih service by publication is granted, one order for publication shall be sufficient and the ublished citation shall be directed 
as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section.

30-5-7.  Disabled/Elder Persons Reports

   All records pertaining to the abuse, neglect, or exploitation of disabled adults or elder persons in the custody of the department shall 
be confidential; and access thereto by persons other than the department, the director, or the district attorney shall only be by valid 
subpoena or order of any court of competent jurisdiction. Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to deny state agencies par-
ticipating in joint investigations at the request of and with the department or to deny law enforcement personnel who are conducting 
an investigation into any criminal offense in which an elder person is a victim from having access to such records.

31-6-21.1. Changes to rulemaking by Department of Community Health-Subject to 50-13-4 public notice and hearing requirements.

(b) The department shall transmit three copies of the notice provided for in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-13-4 to 
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the legislative counsel.  The copies shall be transmitted at least 30 days prior to that department’s intended action.  Within five days 
after receipt of the copies, if possible, the legislative counsel shall furnish the presiding officer of each house with a copy of the notice 
and mail a copy of the notice to each member of the Health and human Services Committee of the Senate and each of the Health 
and Human Services Committee of the House of Representatives.  Each such rule and any part thereof shall be subject to the mak-
ing of an objection by either such committee.  Any rule or part thereof to which no objection is made by both such committees may 
become adopted by the department at the end of such 30 day period.  The department may not adopt any such rule or part thereof 
which has been changed since having been submitted to those committees unless: (1) That change is to correct only typographical 
errors; (2) That change is approved in writing by both committees and that approval expressly exempts that change from being sub-
ject to the public notice and hearing requirements of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-13-4; (3) That change is approved in writing 
by both committees and is again subject to the public notice and hearing requirements of subsection(a) of Code Section 50-13-4; 
or (4) That change is again subject to the public notice and hearing requirements of subsection (a) Code Section 50-13-4 and the 
change is submitted and again subject to committee objection as provided in the subsection.

31-6-43.  Acceptance or rejection of application for certificate of need for health care provider.

(a)  Each application for a certificate of need shall be reviewed by the planning agency and within ten working days after the date of 
its receipt a determination shall be made as to whether the application complies with the rules governing the preparation and submis-
sion of applications.  If the application complies with the rules governing the preparation and submission of applications, the planning 
agency shall declare the application complete for review, shall accept and date the application, and shall notify the applicant of the 
timetable for its review.  The planning agency shall also notify a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the project 
shall be developed that the application has been deemed complete.  The planning agency shall also notify the appropriate area plan-
ning and development commission and the chief elected official of the county and municipal governments, if any, in whose boundar-
ies the proposed project will be located that the application is complete for review.  If the application does not comply with the rules 
governing the preparation and submission of applications, the planning agency shall notify the applicant in writing and provide a list 
of all deficiencies.  The applicant shall be afforded an opportunity to correct such deficiencies, and upon such correction, the applica-
tion shall then be declared complete for review within ten days of the correction of such deficiencies, and notice given to a newspaper 
of general circulation in the county in which the project shall be developed that the application has been so declared.  The planning 
agency shall also notify the  appropriate area planning and development commission and the chief elected official of the county and 
municipal governments, if any, in whose boundaries the proposed project will be located that the application is complete for review or 
when in the determination of the planning agency a significant amendment is filed.

31-7-2.1(b). Nursing home/intermediate home care reports.

(b) The department shall compile 

31-7-8.  Hospitals - disciplinary records of health professionals.

(a)  The hospital administrator or chief executive officer of each institution subject to this chapter shall submit a written report to the 
appropriate licensing board when a person who is authorized to practice medicine, osteopathy, podiatry, or dentistry in this state 
under Chapter 34, Chapter 35, or Chapter 11, respectively, of Title 43 and who is a member of the medical staff at the institution, has 
medical staff privileges at the institution, or has applied for medical staff privileges at the institution has his medical staff privileges 
denied, restricted, or revoked for any reason involving the medical care given his patient.  Each such administrator or officer shall also 
report to the appropriate licensing board resignations from practice in that institution by persons licensed under Chapter 34, Chapter 
35, or Chapter 11 of Title 43.  This Code section shall not require reports of temporary suspensions for failure to comply with medical 
record regulations.

(e)  Except as provided in this subsection, information contained in any report made to the appropriate licensing board pursuant to this 
Code section shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed to the public.  Access to such reports shall be limited to members of the 
appropriate licensing board or its staff for their use and to interested institutions for their use in the review of medical staff privileges at 
the institution.

31-7-15 (a)(d).  Hospitals - morbidity and mortality reduction effort records.

(a)  A hospital or ambulatory surgical center shall provide for the review of professional practices in the hospital or ambulatory surgical 
center for the purpose of reducing morbidity and mortality and for the improvement of the care of patients in the hospital or ambula-
tory surgical center.  

(d)  Proceedings and records conducted or generated in an attempt to comply with the duties imposed by subsection (a) of this Code 
section shall not be subject to the provisions of either Chapter 14 or Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.

31-7-74.1 (f). Notice and public hearings requirements for transactions involving hospital authority member.

(f)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (c) of this Code section, a transaction in which any member of an authority has a 
substantial interest may be approved if:

 (1)  The transaction was submitted to a competitive process for requests for proposals, which includes but is not limited to consid   
      eration of all submitted proposals for price, quality, and appropriateness; and
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 (2)  Notice of the transaction was published in the official county organ not less than two weeks prior to the approval of the board;

 (3)  Opportunity for public comment concerning the proposed transaction was provided at a meeting of the board;

 (4)  At the time of approval, the members approving the transaction in good faith reasonably believe that the transaction is fair 
      and is in the best interests of the authority; and

 (5)  The interested member is absent from any portion of a meeting which discusses or votes upon said transaction.

31-7-74.3.  Public hearings for sale or lease of hospitals.

(a)  No hospital which is owned by a hospital authority may be sold or leased to a for profit entity, a not for profit entity, or another 
hospital authority unless a public hearing regarding such action is held in the county where such hospital is located at least 60 days 
prior to such sale or lease becoming effective.  In the event there is more than one participating unit for an authority, a hearing shall 
be held in each participating unit’s county at least 60 days prior to the sale or lease becoming effective.  The hospital authority must 
publish notice of the hearing at least three times, with the first such notice appearing at least 60 days prior to the hearing in the legal 
organ of each participating unit.  At each such public hearing, the hospital authority shall describe, discuss, or otherwise disclose:

 (1)  The reasonably foreseeable adverse and beneficial effects of such lease or sale upon health care in the service area of the 
hospitals to be leased or sold, and, for purposes of this paragraph, the service area shall include the county in which the hospital is 
located and each adjoining county;

 (2)  A financial statement indicating the estimated value of the total assets and liabilities to be transferred or received in the trans-
action; however, if the value of any individual asset exceeds $100,000.00, a description and the value of such assets shall be indi-
cated on the financial statements; and

 (3)  The resumes of the top five executive officers who will manage the facility after it is sold or leased.

This subsection shall not apply to any transaction which is subject to the provisions of Code Section 31-7-89.1 as such Code section 
may be enacted by HB 600 during the 1997 regular session of the General Assembly.

31-7-75.2. Non-profit hospitals and hospital authorities: commercial  documents.
   
Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no Georgia nonprofit corporation in its operation of a hospital or other med-
ical facility for the benefit of a governmental entity in this state and no hospital authority shall be required by Chapter 14  of Title 50 
or Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 to disclose or make public any potentially commercially valuable plan, proposal, or  strategy that 
may be of competitive advantage in the operation of the corporation or authority or its medical facilities and which has  not been made 
public.  This exemption shall terminate at such time as such plan, proposal, or strategy has either been approved or rejected by the 
governing board of such corporation or hospital authority.  Except as provided in this Code section or as otherwise provided by law, 
hospital authorities shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 14 of Title 50 and Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.

31-7-75(27).  Powers of hospital authorities; networks; open records.

(27)  To form and operate, either directly or indirectly, one or more networks of hospitals, physicians, and other health care providers 
and to arrange for the provision of health care services through such networks;  to contact, either directly or through such networks, 
with the Department of Medical Assistance to provide services to Medicaid beneficiaries to provide health care services in an efficient 
and cost-effective manner on a prepaid, capitation, or other reimbursement basis; and to undertake other managed health care activi-
ties; provided, however, that for purposes of this paragraph only and notwithstanding the provisions of Code Section 33-3-3, as now 
or hereafter amended, a hospital authority shall be permitted to and shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 21 of Title 33 to 
the extent that such requirements apply to the activities undertaken by the hospital authority pursuant to this paragraph.  No hospi-
tal authority, whether or not it exercises the powers authorized by this paragraph, shall be relieved of compliance with Article 4 of 
Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to inspection of public records unless otherwise authorized by law.  Any health care provider licensed 
under Chapter 30 of Title 43 shall be eligible to apply to become a participating provider under such a hospital plan or network which 
provides coverage for health care services which are within the lawful scope of his or her practice, provided that nothing contained 
in this Code section shall be construed to require any such hospital plan or network to provide coverage for any specific health care 
service.

31-7-130.  Peer review group members.

It is the intent of the General Assembly to provide protection for those individuals who are members of peer review groups which 
evaluate the quality and efficiency of professional health care providers and to protect the confidentiality of their records.

31-7-133. Peer Review; Confidentiality of review organization’s records.
 
 (a)  Except in proceedings alleging violation of this article, the proceedings and records of a review organization shall be held 
in confidence and shall not be subject to discovery or introduction into evidence in any civil action; and no person who was in atten-
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dance at a meeting of such  organization shall be permitted or required to testify in any such civil action as to any evidence or other 
matters produced or presented during the proceedings or activities of such organization or as to any findings, recommendations, 
evaluations, opinions, or other actions of such organization or any members thereof.  The confidentiality provisions of this article shall 
also apply to any proceedings, records, actions, activities, evidence, findings, recommendations, evaluations, opinions, data, or other 
information shared between review organizations which are performing a peer review function or disclosed to a governmental agency 
as required by law.  However, information, documents, or records otherwise available from original sources are not to be construed 
as immune from discovery or use in any such civil action merely because they were presented during proceedings of such organiza-
tion, nor should any person who testifies before such organization or who is a member of such organization be prevented from tes-
tifying as to matters within such person’s knowledge; but such witness cannot be asked about such witness’s testimony before such 
organization or about opinions formed by such witness as a result of the organization hearings.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
Department of Human Resources may inspect and copy peer review materials maintained by certain providers when it is determined 
by the department to be necessary in the performance of the department’s licensure and certification responsibilities under Code 
Section 31-7-15; provided, however, such inspection and copying shall not waive or abrogate the confidentiality of such peer review 
materials as set forth in this Code section and in Code Section 31-7-15.
(b)   This Code section shall not apply to prevent:
 (1)   The disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of title 50 of those documents in the department’s custody which are records, 
reports, or recommendations of the Joint Commission on Accredidation of Healthcare Organizations or other national accredidation 
body and which are provided by an institution to the department for licensure purposes under subsection (b) of Code Section 31-7-3;
 (2)   The use of peer review documents in any proceeding involving the permitting or licensing of an institution pursuant to this 
chapter to the extent necessary to challenge the effectiveness of the institution’s peer review system;provided, however, such use  
shall not waive or abrogate the confidentiality of such documents as set forth in this Code section and in Code Section 31-7-15; or
 (3)   A health care provider from obtaining the specific reasons and the records and proceedings related to such provider’s exclu-
sion or termination as a participating provider in a health maintenance organization, provider network, or other organization which 
engages in managed care if such provider has brought a civil action against such health maintenance organization, provider network, 
or other organiza- tion for wrongful exclusion or termination.

31-7-143. Medical Review Committee records immune from discovery or use as evidence in civil actions.

The proceedings and records of medical review committees shall not be subject to discovery or introduction into evidence in any civil 
action against a provider of professional health services arising out of the matters which are the subject of evaluation and review by 
such committee; and no person who was in attendance at a meeting of such committee shall be permitted or required to testify in any 
such civil action as to any evidence or other matters produced or presented during the proceedings of such committee or as to any 
findings, recommendations, evaluations, opinions, or other actions of such committee or any members thereof.  However, information, 
documents, or records otherwise available from original sources shall not be construed as immune from discovery or use in any such 
civil action merely because they were presented during proceedings of such committee.

31-7-283.  Health care provider data.
  
 (a)  The department shall compile, direct the compilation of, and disseminate comparative information provided in the annual 
reports under Code Section 31-7-280 on a health care provider specific basis.
 (b)  Any data collected by the department may be included in department reports pursuant to this article as deemed appropriate 
to offer full information to the public.  Prior  to any release or dissemination of the 
data, the department shall permit the reporting entity a 30 day opportunity to verify the accuracy of any information pertaining to its 
data.  The reporting entity may submit to the department any corrections of errors in the compilations of the data with any supporting 
evidence and comments.  The department shall correct for the report such data which, in its judgment, are found to be in error.  Any 
information, evidence or comments submitted to the department in writing by the reporting entity shall be included as a part of the 
department’s release or dissemination.
 (d)  The reporting of any data required by this article by specified types of health care providers shall include health care provid-
ers operated by state, county, municipality, public or private entities, or any combination thereof.

31-7-284.  

 (a)  Subject to the procedures specified in subsection  (n) of Code Section 31-7-283, the department shall be authorized to dis-
close nonpatient-specific data required under this article.  Dissemination of such data to the public shall be made in clear and under-
standable language and in such form as to facilitate appropriate planning and choices on the part of consumers, providers, and pay-
ers.
 (b)  The department data base established pursuant to  this article shall be updated no less frequently than on an annual basis.  
Public reports from that data shall be published no less frequently than annually.

31-7-285. 
 (b)  Information provided to the department pursuant to this article or information released by the department shall not identify a 
patient by name or specific address.  Any person, firm, corporation, association, or other entity who violates this subsection shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor.
 (c)  A person shall not be civilly liable as a result of the person’s acts, omissions, or decisions as an officer or employee or agent 
in connection with the person’s duties for the department under this article.
 (d)  Unless otherwise provided in this article, the data collected by and furnished to the department pursuant to this article shall 
not be public records under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 or any other law governing the maintenance, inspection, or dissemina-
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tion of data collected by the state.  The reports prepared for release of dissemination from the data collected shall be public records 
under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.  The confidentiality of patients shall be protected and no provision of this article shall affect 
any provision of law relating to patient confidentiality.
 (e)  No cause of action shall arise against a person, entity, or health care provider for disclosing or reporting information in accor-
dance with this article; provided, however, that this Code section shall not provide immunity for disclosing or furnishing false informa-
tion with malice or willful intent to injure any person.

31-7-402.  Notice of transfer of hospital assets.

(a)  Notice to the Attorney General required by this article shall include the name of the seller or lessor; the name of the acquiring 
entity and other parties to the acquisition; the county in which the main campus of the hospital is located; the terms of the proposed 
agreement and any related agreements including leases, management contracts, and service contracts; the acquisition price; a copy 
of the acquisition agreement and any related agreements including leases, management contracts, and service contracts; any valu-
ations of the hospital’s assets prepared in the three years immediately preceding the proposed transaction date; a financial and eco-
nomic analysis and report from any expert or consultant retained by the seller or lessor which addresses each of the criteria set forth 
in Code Section 31-7-406; articles of incorporation and bylaws of the nonprofit corporation and related entities and foundations; all 
donative documents reflecting the purposes of prior gifts of more than $100,000.00 in value by donors to the nonprofit corporation or 
any related entities or foundations for or on behalf of the hospital; and all documents pertaining to the disposition of assets, including 
those documents which are included as schedules or exhibits to the acquisition agreement and any related agreements.
(b)  The Attorney General may prescribe a form of notice to be utilized by the seller or lessor and the acquiring entity and may require 
information in addition to that specified in this article if the disclosure of such information is determined by the Attorney General to be 
in the public interest. The notice to the Attorney General required by this article and all documents related thereto shall be considered 
public records pursuant to Code Section 50-18-70.

31-7-404.  Publication of notice of proposed transfer of hospital assets.

Within ten working days after receipt of notice under this article, the Attorney General shall publish notice of the proposed transac-
tion in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the main campus of the hospital is located and shall notify in writing 
the governing authority of such county.  The published notice required by this Code section shall state that the Attorney General has 
received notice of a proposed transaction, the names of the parties to the proposed transaction, the date, time, and place of the public 
hearing regarding the transaction, and the means by which a person may submit written comments about the proposed transaction to 
the Attorney General.

31-7-405.  Public hearings on proposed transfer of hospital assets.

(a)  Within 60 days after receipt of the notice under this article, the Attorney General shall conduct a public hearing regarding the 
proposed transaction in the county in which the main campus of the hospital is located.  At such hearing, the Attorney General shall 
provide an opportunity for those persons in favor of the transaction, those persons opposed to the transaction, and other interested 
persons to be heard.  The Attorney General shall also receive written comments regarding the transaction from any interested person, 
and such written comments shall be considered public records pursuant to Code Section 50-18-70.

(b)  Any expert or consultant retained by the nonprofit corporation to prepare the financial and economic analysis of the proposed 
transaction shall be required to appear and testify at the public hearing regarding his or her report if requested to do so by the 
Attorney General and may be questioned by the Attorney General.  Such expert or consultant shall make the same disclosure 
required by members and officers under paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 31-7-403.  The independent expert 
or consultant retained by the Attorney General to review the proposed transaction shall also appear and testify at the public hearing 
regarding his or her findings and analysis.

(c)  At least one member of the governing board of the seller or lessor shall be designated by the seller or lessor, and at least one 
representative of the acquiring entity shall be designated by the acquiring entity, which designees shall appear and testify under oath 
at the public hearing and shall be subject to questioning by the Attorney General.

31-8-86.  Abuse in long-term healthcare facilities- anonymity protection for all parties involved.

The identities of the resident, the alleged perpetrator, and persons making a report or providing information or evidence shall not be 
disclosed to the public unless required to be revealed in court proceedings or upon the written consent of the person whose identity is 
to be revealed or as otherwise required by law.  Upon the resident’s or his representative’s request, the department shall make infor-
mation obtained in an abuse report or complaint and an investigation available to an allegedly abused or exploited resident or his rep-
resentative for inspection or duplication, except that such disclosure shall be made without revealing the identity of any other resident, 
the person making the report, or persons providing information by name or inference.

31-9A-6.  Abortion report numbers, duty to conceal identities of women.

(f)  By June 30 of each year, the Department of Human Resources shall issue a public report providing statistics for the previous cal-
endar year compiled from all of the reports covering that year submitted in accordance with this Code section for each of the items 
listed in subsection (a) of this Code Section.  Each report shall also provide the statistics for all previous calendar years adjusted 

Page 100



to reflect any additional information from late or corrected reports.  The Department of Human Resources shall ensure that none of 
the information included in the public reports could reasonably lead to the identification of any individual who provided information in 
accordancewith Code Section 31-9A-3 OR 31-9A-4.

31-9A-7.  Abortion law enforcement action- anonymity protection for female.

In any civil proceeding or action relating to this chapter or a breach of duty under this chapter, the court shall rule whether the ano-
nymity of any female upon whom an abortion has been performed shall be preserved from public disclosureif she does not give her 
consent to such disclosure.  The court, upon motion or sua sponte, shall make such ruling and, upon determining that her anonymity 
should be preserved, shall issue orders to the parties, witnesses, and counsel and shall direct the sealing of the record and exclusion 
of individuals from courtrooms or hearing rooms to the extent necessary to safeguard her identity from public disclosure.  Each such 
order shall be accompanied by specific written findings explaining why the anonymity of the female should be preserved from public 
disclosure, why the order is essential to that end, how the order is narrowly tailored to serve that interest, and why no reasonable less 
restrictive alternative exists.  This Code section may not be construed to conceal the identity of the plaintiff or of witnesses from the 
defendant. 

31-9B-3(c). Abortion Report Numbers, Duites to Conceal Identities of Women

(c) The department shall ensure that the names and identities of the physicians filing reports under this chapter shall remain confiden-
tial. The names and identities of such physicians shall not be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.

31-10-25.  Vital Records Access.

(a)  To protect the integrity of vital records, to ensure their proper use, and to ensure the efficient and proper administration of the sys-
tem of vital records, it shall be unlawful for any person to permit inspection of, or to 
disclose information contained in vital records or to copy or issue a copy of all or part of any such record except as authorized by this 
chapter and by regulation or by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.  Regulations adopted under this Code section shall pro-
vide for adequate standards of security and confidentiality of vital records.  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to court 
records or indexes of marriage licenses, divorces, and annulments of marriages filed as provided by law.

(b)  The department shall authorize by regulation the disclosure of information contained in vital records for research purposes.

(c)  Appeals from decisions of custodians of vital records, as designated under authority of Code Section 31-10-6, who refuse to dis-
close information or to permit inspection or copying of records as prescribed by this Code section and regulations issued under this 
Code section shall be made to the state registrar whose decisions shall be binding upon such custodians.
(d)  Information in vital records indicating that a birth occurred out of wedlock shall not be disclosed except as provided by regulation 
or upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction.
(e)  When 100 years have elapsed after the date of birth or 75 years have elapsed after the date of death or application for marriage, 
or divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment, the records of these events in the custody of the state registrar shall be transferred 
to the State Archives and such information shall be made available in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the contin-
ued safekeeping of the records.
 
(f)  Official copies of records of deaths, applications for marriages and marriage certificates, divorces, dissolutions of marriages, and 
annulments located in the counties shall remain accessible to the public.  While in the temporary custody of the probate court before 
transmission to the state registrar or confirmation of transmission or receipt, application supplement-marriage report forms shall not be 
available for public inspection or copying or admissible in any court of law.

31-10-26.  Vital records.

(a) In accordance with Code Section 31-10-25 of this chapter and the regulations adopted pursuant thereto:
 (1) The state registrar or local custodian of vital records appointed by the state registrar to issue certified copies upon receipt of a  
written application shall issue a certified copy of a vital record in that registrar’s or custodian’s custody or abstract thereof to any  
 applicant having a direct and tangible interest in the vital record, except that certified copies of certificates shall only be issued to:
  (A) The person whose record of birth is registered;
  (B) Either parent or guardian of the person whose records of birth or death is registered;
  (C) The living legal spouse or next of kin or the legal representative or the person who in good faith has applied and pro 
  duced a record of such application to become the legal representative of the person whose record of birth or death is 
  registered;
  (D) The court of competent jurisdiction upon its order or subpoena; or
  (E) Any governmental agency, state or federal, provided such certificate shall be needed for official purposes.

(b) No person shall prepare or issue any certificate which purports to be an original, certified copy or copy of a vital record except as 
authorized in this chapter or regulations adopted under this chapter.

(c) No copies or parts thereof a vital record shall be reproduced or information copies for commercial or speculative purposes.  This 
subsection shall not apply to published results of research.
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31-12-2 (a).  Diseases or conditions caused by bioterrorism

(a)  The department is empowered to declare certain diseases, injuries  and conditions to be diseases requiring notice and to require 
the reporting thereof to the county board of health and the department in  a  manner and at such times as may be prescribed.  The 
department shall require that such data be supplied as are deemed necessary and appropriate for the prevention of certain diseases, 
injuries, and conditions as are determined by the department.  All such reports and data shall be deemed confidential and shall not be 
open to inspection by the public provided, however, the department may release such reports and data in statistical form or for valid 
research purposes.

31-12-3.1(e).  Access to vaccination registry confidential.

Except as provided otherwise by this Code section, individually identifiable vaccination registry information shall be treated as confi-
dential and shall not be released to a third party without consent of a child’s parent or guardian.

31-12-14(d).  Contribution records to cancer research fund.   
(d) Contributions to the fund shall be deemed supplemental to and shall in no way supplant funding that would otherwise be appro-
priated for these purposes. Contributions shall only be used for research and for administrative costs authorized in paragraph (2) of 
subsection (e) of this Code section and shall not be used for personnel or administrative positions. The department shall prepare, 
by February 1 of each year, an accounting of the moneys received and expended from the fund and a review and evaluation of all 
expended moneys of the fund. The report shall be made available to the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, the members of the Board of Community Health, and, upon request, to members of the public.

31-33-7(c).  Disclosure of mental evaluation of law enforcement officer.

(c)  If an employer reasonably determines that disclosure of the evaluation or report to the law enforcement officer will be detrimental 
to the mental health of the law enforcement officer, would present a risk of harm to other persons, would involve the disclosure of 
confidential information or would violate the privacy of a third party, then the employer may refuse to furnish the record of evaluation 
provided; however, that upon such refusal the evaluation or report shall, upon written request by the law enforcement officer, be fur-
nished by the employer to a psychiatrist or psychologist treating the law enforcement officer.

32-2-3(f).  DOT comprehensive plan.

(4) (A)  The department may satisfy the requirements for a public hearing by holding a public hearing or by publishing two notices of 
opportunity for public hearing in a newspaper having general circulation in the vicinity of the proposed undertaking and holding a pub-
lic hearing if any written requests for such a hearing are received.  The procedure for requesting a public hearing shall be explained 
in the notice. The deadline for submission of such a request may not be less than 21 days after thee publication of the first notice of 
opportunity for public hearing and no less than 14 days after the date of publication of the second notice of opportunity for public hear-
ing.

(5) (A)  When a public hearing is to be held, two notices of such hearing shall be published in a newspaper having general circulation 
in the vicinity of the proposed undertaking.  The first notice shall be published no less than 30 days prior to the date of the hearing 
and the second notice shall be published no less than five days prior to the date of the hearing.

32-2-65.  Advertising for bids for highway projects.

(a)  On all contracts required to be let by public bid, the commissioner shall advertise for competitive bids for at least two weeks; the 
public advertisement shall be inserted once a week in such newspapers or other publications, or both, as will ensure adequate public-
ity, the first insertion to be at least two weeks prior to the opening of bids, the second to follow one week after the publication of the 
first insertions.
(b)  Such advertisement shall include but not be limited to the following items:
  (1)  A description sufficient to enable the public to know the approximate extent and character of the work to be done;
  (2)  The time allowed for performance;
  (3)  The terms and times of payment, including a statement that final payment of amounts withheld or deposited in escrow  
  need not be made until the issuance of the state highway engineer’s certification of satisfactory completion of work and  
  acceptance thereof, as provided in Code Section 32-2-75 through 32-2-77;
  (4)  Where and under what conditions and costs the detailed plans and specifications and proposal forms may be obtained;
  (5)  The amount of the required proposal guaranty;
  (6)  The time and place for submission and opening of bids;
  (7)  The right of the department to reject any one or all bids; and
  (8)  Such further notice as the department may deem advisable as in the public interest.

32-2-79 (e).  Highway project proposal - public notice.

(e) Within 30 days of receipt of an unsolicited proposal that meets the requirements of subsection (b) if this Code section, the depart-
ment shall provide public notice of the proposed project.  This notice shall:
(1) Be published in a newspaper of general circulation which is a legal organ and upon such electronic website providing for general 
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public access as the department may develop for such purpose or in the same manner as publications providing notice as described 
in Code Section 32-2-65.

32-2-79 (k)(1).  Highway project proposal- public notice that department will receive public comment.

(k) Once the letter of intent to negotiate is signed by the parties, prior to final contracting for any public-private initiative from the unso-
licited or conforming comparable proposal or a solicited proposal, the department:
(1) Should provide public notice that the department will receive public comment with respect to such proposal. The notice shall:
 (A) Be published in a newspaper of general circulation and which is a legal organ, and upon such electronic website providing for  
general public access as the department may develop for such specific purpose, or in the same manner as publications pro-  
viding notice as described in Code Section 32-2-65, or both, allowing at least 14 days and no more than 45 days for public   
comment to be submitted for consideration;
 (B) Be provided to any person or entity that expresses in writing to the department an interest in the subject matter of the 
 proposal;
 (C) Outline the general nature and scope of the proposal, including the location of the transportation system project and the work  
 to be performed on the project; and
 (D) Specify the address to which any public comment or requests for an executive summary must be submitted.

32-3-5(c).  Publication of notice of highway condemnation location.

(c)  It shall be the duty of the condemning authority, within 30 days from the date of the original approval and designation of said loca-
tion as a highway, to cause the location of said highway in said county to be advertised once each week for four consecutive seeks in 
the newspaper of the county in which the sheriff’s advertisements are carried; and said advertisement shall designate the land lots or 
land districts of said county through which such highway will be located.  Said advertisement shall further show the date of the original 
location of such highway as provided for in this subsection.  Said advertisement shall further state that a plat or map of the project 
showing the exact date of the original location is on file at the office of the Department of Transportation and that any interested party 
may obtain a copy of same by writing to the Department of Transportation and paying a nominal cost therefor.

32-4-2(a).  Official list of the state highway system open for public inspection.

(a)(1)  The department shall prepare an official map showing all public roads on the state highway system.  Changes to the state 
highway system shall be recorded on this map as soon as is reasonably possible; and such
map, as it is periodically revised , shall be filed with the Secretary of State and shall be open for public inspection.  As often as rea-
sonably possible but not less than once every five years, the department shall also prepare and distribute to each county a map 
showing all the public roads in its county road system including extensions into municipalities.

 (2)(A)  The department shall prepare an official list of all portions or features of the state highway system, including without limita-
tion  public roads, bridges, or interchanges, which have been named by Act or resolution of the General Assembly or by the resolution 
of the State Transportation Board.  The department shall update the list to reflect any additions or changes as soon as is reasonably 
possible; and such list, as periodically revised, shall be open for public inspection.  For each such named portion or feature of the 
state highway system, the  list shall specify without limitation the official name; the state highway system route number, the name of 
each county and the number of each five-digit postal Zip code area wherein the names portion or feature is located; a citation to the 
Act or resolution of the General Assembly or the resolution of the State Transportation Board officially naming such portion or feature; 
and a brief biographical, historical,  or other relevant description of the person, place ,event, or thing commemorated by such naming.

32-4-65.  Advertising for bids for county projects.

(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of Chapter 10 of Title 36 and of any other provision of law to the contrary, on all contracts to be let 
by public bid a county shall advertise for competitive sealed bids for at least two weeks.  The public advertisement shall be inserted 
once a week for two weeks in such newspaper wherein the county sheriff’s sales are advertised or in such other newspapers or pub-
lications, or both, as will ensure adequate publicity, the first insertion to be two weeks prior to the opening of the sealed bids, the sec-
ond to follow one week after the publication of the first insertion.

32-4-115.  Advertising for bids for city projects.

(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of Code Section 36-39-10 to the contrary, on all contracts to be let by public bid a municipality shall 
advertise for competitive sealed bids for a least two weeks.  The public advertisement shall be inserted once a week in such newspa-
pers wherein the county sheriff’s sales are advertised or in such newspapers or other publications, or both, as will ensure adequate 
publicity, the first insertion to be at least two weeks prior to the opening of the sealed bids, the second to follow one week after the 
publication of the first insertion.
 (b)  Such advertisement shall include but not be limited to the following:
     (1)  A description sufficient to enable the public to know the approximate extent and character of the work to be done;
     (2)  The time allowed for performance;
  (3)  The terms and time of payment;
  (4)  Where and under what conditions and costs the detailed plans and specifications and proposal forms may be obtained;
  (5)  The amount of the proposal guaranty, if one is required;
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  (6)  The time and place for submission and opening of bids;
  (7)  The right of the municipality to reject any one or all bids; and
  (8)  Such further notice as the municipality may deem advisable as in the public interest.

32-6-75.  Restrictions including nude dance establishments.
   
 (1)  No sign authorized by paragraphs (4) through (6) of Code Section 32-6-72 and paragraph (4) of Code Section 32-6-73 shall  
be erected or maintained which:
 (1)  Advertises an activity that is illegal under Georgia or federal laws or regulations in effect at the location of such sign or at the 
location of such activity; 
 (21)  Depicts any material which is obscene as such term is defined in Code Section 16-12-80.

(b)(3)  Any outdoor advertising of a commercial establishment where nudity is exhibited shall be limited to the property where such 
commercial establishment is located, and the size, type, and number of outdoor advertising devices on any such property may be fur-
ther regulated by rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner of transportation.”

32-6-95. Limits for Judicial Review of Department of Transportation Decisions.

(a) In addition to the procedures and remedies afforded by this part,any person, firm, or corporation who owns, uses, leases, or sub-
leases any outdoor advertising sign which is controlled by this part or who owns 
property on which a sign is located shall be subject to Chapter 13 of Title 50, the ‘Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,’ with respect 
to the erection, maintenance, or use of outdoor advertising signs.
 
(b)  It is specifically declared that the procedures provided in Code Sections 50-13-13 through 50-13-22 may be employed in cases 
wherein the department believes that a sign has been erected or is being maintained or used in violation of this part.  After conduct-
ing the hearing required by Code Section 50-13-13, the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee, hearing officer, or others are 
authorized to issue an order requiring the disassembly and removal of any sign which has been administratively determined to be 
illegal as defined by paragraph (6) of Code Section 32-6-71.  In the event that the commissioner or the commissioner’s designee, 
hearing officer, or others find that a sign is illegal and order its disassembly and removal, the party or parties against whom the order 
is directed shall be given 120 days from the date of the order in which to disassemble and remove the sign.   In the event the party 
or parties against whom the order is directed fail to comply with the order, the department may disassemble and remove the sign in 
accordance with Code Section 32-6-96.

(c)  Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, when a petition for judicial review of a final decision of the commissioner or the 
commissioner’s designee, hearing officer, or others in any matter arising under this title is filed pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 
‘Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,’ if the superior court in which the petition for review is filed does not hear the case within 120 
days from the date the petition for review is filed with the court, the final agency decision shall be considered affirmed by operation of 
law unless a hearing originally scheduled to be heard within 120 days has been continued to a date certain by order of the court.  In 
the event a hearing is held later than 120 days after the date the petition  for review is filed with the superior court because a hearting 
originally scheduled to be heard within the 120 days has been continued to a date certain by order of the court, the final agency deci-
sion shall be considered affirmed by operation of law if no order of the court disposing of the issues presented for review has been 
entered within 60 days after the date of the continued hearing.  If a case is heard within 120 
days from the date the petition for review is filed, the final agency decision shall be considered affirmed by operation of law if no order 
of the court dispositive of the issues presented for review has been entered within 60 days of the date of the hearing.
(d)  A decision of the agency affirmed by operation of law under subsection (c) of this Code section shall be subject to appellate 
review in the same manner as a decision of the superior court.  The date of entry of judgement for purposes of appeal pursuant to 
Code Section 5-6-35 of a decision affirmed by operation of law without action of the superior court shall be the last date on which the 
superior court could have taken action under 
subsection (c) of this Code section.

32-6-202(3).  Railroad grade separation structures contracts.

(3)  Each railroad whose track or tracks cross a public road in this state shall identify in writing to the department, by job title and with 
contact information, the appropriate office responsible for the maintenance of grade separation structures, protective devices, and 
grade crossings and upon which the notices and orders provided for in this subsection shall be served.  Such information shall be 
kept current by the railroad and shall be made publicly available and accessible by the department.

32-7-2 (b) (1).  Abandonment of County Road

(b) (1) When it is determined that a section of the county road system has for any reason ceased to be used by the public to the 
extent that no substantial public purpose is served by it or that its removal from the county road system is otherwise in the best pub-
lic interest, the county, by certification recorded in its minutes, accompanied by a plat or sketch, and, after notice to property owners 
located thereon, after notice of such determination is published in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements for the county 
are published once a week for a period of two weeks, and after a public hearing on such issue, may declare that section of the county 
road system abandoned. Thereafter, that section of road shall no longer be part of the county road system and the rights of the public 
in and to the section of road as a public road shall cease.
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32-7-4(b)(1)(A)(B),(b)(2)(B),(b)(3)(B).  Disposition of property no longer needed for public road purposes.

(b)(1)(A)  Unless a sale of the property is made pursuant to paragraphs (2) or (3) of this subsection, such sale shall be made to the 
bidder submitting the highest of the sealed bids received after public advertisement for such bids for two weeks.  The department or 
the county or municipality shall have the right to reject and and all bids, in its discretion, to readvertise, or to abandon the sale.
 (B)  Such public advertisement shall be inserted once a week in such newspapers or other publication, or both, as will ensure 
adequate publicity, the first insertion to be at least two weeks prior to the opening of bids, the second to follow one week after the first 
publication.  such advertisement shall include but not be limited to the following items:
 (i)  A description sufficient to enable the public to identify the property;
 (ii) The time and place for submission and opening of sealed bids;
 (iii) The right of the department or the county or municipality to reject any one or all of the bids;
 (iv) All the conditions of sale; and
 (v) Such further information as the department or the county or municipality may deem advisable as in the public interest
 (B)  Commencing at the time of the listing of the property as provided in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the county or munic-
ipality shall provide for a notice to be inserted once a week for two weeks in the legal organ of the county indicating the names of real 
estate brokers listing the property for the political subdivision.  The county or municipality may advertise in magazines relating to the 
sale of real estate or similar publications.
(3)(B)  The county or municipality shall provide for a notice to be inserted once a week for the two weeks immediately preceding the 
auction in the legal organ of the county including, at a minimum, the following items:
 (i)  A description sufficient to enable the public to identify the property;
 (ii) The time and place of the public auction;
 (iii)  The right of the department or the county or municipality to reject any one or all of the bids;
 (iv) All the conditions of sale; and
 (v) Such further information as the department or the county or municipality may deem advisable as in the public interest.

The county or municipality may advertise in magazines relating to the sale of real estate or similar publications.

33-1-16.  Insurance Rate Investigation.

(e)  The papers, documents, reports, or evidence relative to the subject of an investigation under this Code section shall not be sub-
ject to public inspection for so long as the Commissioner deems reasonably necessary to complete the investigation, to protect the 
person investigated from unwarranted injury, or to be in the public interest.  Further, such papers, documents, reports, or evidence 
relative to the subject of an investigation under this Code section shall not be subject to subpoena until opened for public inspection 
by the Commissioner, unless the Commissioner consents, or until, after notice to the Commissioner and a hearing, a superior court 
determines the Commissioner would not be unnecessarily hindered by such subpoena.  The Commissioner or his employees or 
agents shall not be subject to subpoena in civil actions by any court of this state to testify concerning any matter of which they have 
knowledge pursuant to pending investigations of fraudulent insurance acts.

33-2-14 (a), (d), (g), & (i).  Insurance Commissioner Examination Records Confidential

(a) The Commissioner may make a full written report of each examination made by him containing only facts ascertained from the 
accounts, records, and documents examined and from the sworn testimony of witnesses.

(d) The Commissioner may withhold from public inspection the report of any examination or investigation for so long as he deems it to 
be in the public interest or necessary to protect the person examined from unwarranted injury.

(g) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to the inspection of public records, all work papers, 
analysis, information, documents, information received from another state, and any other materials created, produced, or obtained by 
or disclosed to the Commissioner or any other person in the course of an examination made under this chapter or in the course of 
analysis by the Commissioner of the financial condition or market conduct of a company must be given confidential treatment and are 
not subject to subpoena and may not be made public by the Commissioner or any other person. Access may be granted to authorized 
representatives of the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. Such representatives must agree in writing prior to receiving 
the information to treat such information confidentially as required by this Code section, unless the prior written consent of the com-
pany to which it pertains has been obtained. 

(i)  Nothing contained in this Code section shall prevent or be construed as prohibiting the Commissioner from disclosing the contents 
of an examination report, preliminary examination report, or results or any matter relating thereto to the insurance department of this 
or any other state or country or to law enforcement officials of this or any other state or agency of the federal government at any times 
so long as such agency or office receiving the report or matter relating thereto agrees in writing to treat such report confidentiality and 
in a manner consistent with this title.

33-2-19.  Notice of hearings by Insurance Commissioner.

Not less than ten days in advance the Commissioner shall give notice of the time and place of the hearing stating the matters to be 
considered at the hearing.  If the persons to be given notice are not specified in the provision pursuant to which the hearing is held, 
the Commissioner shall give notice to all persons directly affected by such hearing.  In the event all persons directly affected are 
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unknown, notice may be perfected by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in this state at least ten days prior to the hear-
ing.

33-3-16.  Renewal of insurance company certificates of authority.

(a)  All certificates of authority shall expire at 12:00 Midnight on June 30 of the year following date of issuance or renewal.  An insurer 
desiring renewal shall file on March 1 preceding expiration a copy of its 
annual statement of December 31 of the preceding year in a form approved for current use by the Commissioner.  On or before 
March 1 of each year, each insurer at its expense shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation published in this state a copy 
of such statement in short form showing income, assets, expenditures, and liabilities in gross as of December 31 of the preceding 
year to be sworn to by the officer or agent making the same; and such statement so published must be filed with the Commissioner 
with a copy of the statement as published attached thereto.  Notwithstanding the March 1 deadline, the Commissioner may for good 
cause grant an extension of time for filing such annual statement not to exceed 60 days.  If the insurer qualifies, its certificate  shall be 
renewed annually; provided, however, that any certificate of authority shall continue in full force and effect until the new certificate is 
issued or specifically refused.
33-5-2.  Advertising for or on behalf of unauthorized insurers.

 (b)  No publication published in this state or radio or television broadcaster or any other agency or means for the dissemination 
of information operated or located in this state shall publish, broadcast, or otherwise disseminate within this state advertising for or on 
behalf of any insurer not then authorized to transact insurance in this state; provided, however, that this subsection shall not apply as 
to publications published in this state principally for circulation in other states, wherein advertising by or on behalf of such unauthor-
ized insurers is not expressly directed toward residents or subjects of insurance is this state.

33-6-4.  Unfair methods of competition and unfair or deceptive acts or practices.

(b)  The following acts or practices are deemed unfair methods of competition and unfair and deceptive acts or practices in the busi-
ness of insurance:
 (1)  Making, publishing, disseminating, circulating, or placing before the public or causing directly or indirectly to be made, pub-
lished, disseminated, circulated, or placed before the public in a newspaper, magazine, or other publication or in the form of a notice, 
circular, pamphlet, letter, or poster, or over any radio station or in any other way an advertisement, announcement, or statement 
containing any assertion, representation, or statement with respect to the business of insurance or with respect to any person in the 
conduct of his insurance business, which statement, assertion, or representation is untrue, deceptive, or misleading;
 (2)  Making, issuing, circulating, or causing to be made, issued, or circulated any estimate, illustration, circular, or statement mis-
representing the terms of any policy issued or to be issued, the benefits or advantages promised thereby, or the dividends or share 
the surplus to be received thereon; making any false or misleading statement as to the 
dividends or share of surplus previously paid on similar policies; making any misleading representation or any misrepresentation as to 
the financial condition of any insurer, as to the legal reserve system upon which any life insurer operates; using any name or title of 
any policy or class of policies misrepresenting the true nature thereof; or making any misrepresentation to any policyholder insured in 
any company for the purpose of inducing or tending to induce the policyholder to lapse, forfeit, or surrender his insurance.  A dividend 
estimate prepared on company forms and clearly indicating, in type equal in size to that used in figures showing amounts of estimated 
dividends, that the dividends are based on estimates made by the company based upon past experience of the company shall not be 
considered misrepresentation and false advertising within the meaning of this paragraph;
 (3)  Making, publishing, disseminating, or circulating directly or indirectly or aiding, abetting or encouraging the making, pub-
lishing, disseminating, or circulating of any oral or written statement or any pamphlet, circular, article, or literature which is false or 
maliciously critical of or substantially misrepresents the financial condition of an insurer and which is calculated to injure any person 
engaged in the business of insurance.
 (14) Failing to disclose in printed advertising material that medical benefits are calculated on the basis of usual, customary, and 
reasonable charges;
   (14.1) Engaging in dishonest, unfair, or deceptive insurance practices in marketing or sales of insurance to service members of the 
armed forces of the United States and, notwithstanding any other provision of this title, the Commissioner may promulgate such rules 
and regulations as necessary to define dishonest, unfair, or deceptive military marketing and sales practices; or
 
33-6-4 (B ) (v.).  Insurance-Disclosure of family violence information.

(v)  When necessary for a valid business purpose to transfer information that includes family violence information that cannot reason-
ably be segregated without undue hardship. Family violence information maybe disclosed pursuant to this division only to the follow-
ing persons or entities, all of whom shall be bound by this subparagraph:
 (I)  A reinsurer that seeks to indemnify  or indemnifies all or any part of a policy covering a subject of abuse and that cannot 
underwrite or satisfy its obligations under the reinsurance agreement without that disclosure;

 (II)  A party to a proposed or consummated sale, transfer, merger, or consolidation of all or part of the business of the person;

 (III)  Medical or claims personnel contracting with the person, only  where necessary to process an application or perform the 
person’s duties under the policy or to protect the safety or privacy of a subject of abuse; or(IV)  With the respect to address and tele-
phone number, to entities with whom the person transacts business when the business cannot be transacted without the address and 
telephone number;
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(vi)  To an attorney who needs the information to represent the person effectively, provided the person notifies the attorney of its obli-
gations under this paragraph and requests that the attorney exercise due diligence to protect the confidential abuse information con-
sistent with the attorney’s obligation to represent the person;

(vii)  To the policy owner or assignee, in the course of delivery of the policy, if the policy contains information about abuse status; or

(viii)  To any other entities deemed appropriate by the Commissioner.

33-9-20.  Insurance Company  Information.

(b)  Each insurer shall maintain statistics under statistical plans compatible with  the rating plans used.  An insurer shall report its  
statistics through a recognized statistical agency or advisory organization.  No insurer shall be required to report its statistics through 
such agencies or organizations with respect to any unique or unusual  risks or with respect to any risks rated in accordance with Code 
Section 33-9-32 or any lines or sublines of insurance for which such agencies or organizations do not promulgate rates or rating sys-
tems.  Moreover, the Commissioner shall withhold from public inspection any proprietary information of any insurer, agency, or organi-
zation.

33-12-14.  Effect of failure to deposit additional securities by insurance company.

Whenever, by means of Code Sections 33-12-11 through 33-12-13, the amount of securities so deposited shall be reduced, the 
Commissioner shall give notice to the insurer depositing and require more securities to be deposited so as always to maintain the 
original amount; and if the company so notified by the Commissioner shall fail to comply within 30 days, its certificate of authority to 
do business in this state shall be revoked, and the Commissioner shall at the same time give notice by publication of display adver-
tising in bold type in a newspaper of general circulation throughout the state of the fact of the failure and revocation of certificate of 
authority.  The cost of this publication shall be paid by the company failing to comply with this Code section.

33-14-5.  Filing of application for insurance charter.

(b)  Immediately upon receipt of the triplicate copies of the application, with any and all exhibits included with the application, the 
Secretary of State shall certify one of the copies of the application and deliver the same to the applicants and the same shall be pub-
lished by the applicants once a week for four weeks in the newspaper in which is published the legal advertisements of the county 
where the principal office of the company is to be located.  When the application with any and all exhibits attached to it shall have 
been published once a week for four weeks, the applicants may apply to the judge of the probate court of the county to certify the fact 
of such publication, which certificate shall be filed by the applicants in the office of the Secretary of State.

33-14-8.  Procedures for amendment or renewal of charter.

 (c)  Immediately upon receipt of the triplicate copies of the application, with any and all exhibits included with the application, 
the Secretary of State shall certify one of the copies of the application and deliver the same to the applicants and the same shall be 
published by the applicants once a week for four weeks in the newspaper in which is published the legal advertisements of the county 
where the principal office of said company is to be located.  When the application, with any all exhibits attached to it, shall have been 
published once a week for four weeks, the applicants may apply to the judge of the probate court of the county to certify 
the fact of such publication, which certificate shall be filed by the applicants in the office of the Secretary of State.

33-20A-39(e).  Health planning agency reports.

(c)  The planning agency shall provide upon the request of any interested person a copy of all nonproprietary information filed with it 
pursuant to this article.  The planning agency shall provide at least quarterly a current list of certified independent review organiza-
tions to all managed care entities and to any interested persons.

33-20B-5.  Confidentiality of health care trade secrets - rural providers.

Any essential rural health care provider which is denied, rejected, or terminated from serving as a participating provider in a health 
benefit plan shall have the right of hearing and appeal before the Commissioner, or his or her designee, if that provider believes there 
has been a violation of this chapter and of judicial appeal as provided in chapter 2 of Title 33.  To the extent proprietary materials, 
trade secrets, rate data, or other materials not generally known to the public are presented at a hearing or an appeal, such informa-
tion shall be admissible but shall be sealed by the Commissioner and held as confidential and shall not be subject to Article 4 of 
Chapter 18 of Title 50.

33-23-5.1(b).  Conviction data regarding insurance agents.

(b) With respect to the requirements of paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section 33-23-5, the Commissioner shall be autho-
rized to obtain conviction data with respect to an applicant as authorized in this Code section. The Commissioner shall submit to the 
Georgia Crime Information Center two complete sets of fingerprints of the applicant for appointment or employment, the required 
records search fees, and such other information as may be required. Upon receipt of such material, the Georgia Crime Information 
Center shall promptly forward one set of fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau records and the 
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preparation of an appropriate report concerning such records search and shall retain the other set and promptly conduct a search of 
its own records and all records to which the center has access. The Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the Commissioner 
in writing of any derogatory finding, including, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint records check or if there 
is no such finding. All conviction data received by the Commissioner shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not 
be disclosed to any other person or agency except as provided in this Code section and except to any person or agency that oth-
erwise has a legal right to inspect the employment file. All such records shall be maintained by the Commissioner pursuant to the 
laws regarding such records and the rules and regulations of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center, as applicable.

33-23-58 (c).  Public Insurance Adjuster Advertisements.

A public adjuster shall solicit, advertise for, or otherwise agree to represent only a person who is insured under a policy covering fire, 
windstorm, water damage, and other physical damage to real and personal property, other than vehicles licensed for the road, and 
any such representation  shall be limited to the settlement of a claim or claims under the policy for damages to real and personal 
property, including related loss of income and living expense losses, but excluding claims arising out of any motor vehicle accident.

33-35-12.  Standards for advertising and solicitation.

All advertising and solicitation concerning prepaid legal services plans shall be conducted in a simple, dignified manner.  Every item of 
advertising or solicitation shall conform with the following standards:
      (1)  The form and content of any advertisement or solicitation shall be accurate and shall be sufficiently complete and clear to  
  avoid deception or the capacity or tendency to mislead or deceive.  Whether an advertisement has a capacity or tendency to  
  mislead or deceive shall be determined by the Commissioner from the overall impression that the advertisement may be 
  reasonable expected to create upon a person of average education or intelligence within the segment of the public to which it  
 is directed or within a segment of the public to which such advertisement may be reasonable calculated to reach;
     (2)  All advertisements and solicitations shall be truthful and not misleading in fact or in implication.  Words or phrases, the  
  meaning of which is clear only by implications or by familiarity with insurance terminology, shall not be used;
      (3)  Advertising and solicitation which include references to the legal rights or remedies of citizens shall be legally accurate;
      (4)  Advertising and solicitation which include references to the particular characteristics of one or more sponsors or prepaid  
  legal services plans or which compare one or more sponsors or prepaid legal services plans shall be truthful and not 
  misleading;
    (5)  No advertising or solicitation shall contain the name, address, telephone number, or any other identifying information about  
  any attorney; and no such advertising or solicitation shall extol the alleged virtues or qualifications or point out the alleged  
  shortcomings of any attorney, whether named or not; provided, however, that communications directed solely to existing sub- 
  scribers of prepaid legal services plans which restrict their benefits to services rendered by attorneys preselected by the plan  
 may include names, addresses, and telephone numbers of participating attorneys.

33-36-8.  Issuance by Commissioner of notice of judicial determination of insolvency of insurer.

Upon the determination of a court of competent jurisdiction of the state of domicile of an insurer that the insurer is insolvent, the 
Commissioner of this state shall promptly give notice of the insurer’s insolvency by first class mail to all persons known or reason-
able expected to have or be interested in claims against the insurer at such person’s last known address, all insureds of the insolvent 
insurer known to the Commissioner at such insured’s last known address, and all insurers subject to this chapter.  The Commissioner 
may also require each agent of the insolvent insurer to give prompt written notice by first-class mail at the insured’s last known 
address to each insured of the insolvent insurer for whom he was agent of record.  Notice shall also be given by publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation published in the county where the insurer had its principal office not less than once per week for four 
weeks and by publication elsewhere in this state as the court may direct.

33-37-21 (a).  Notice of Insurance Company Liquidation.

Unless the court otherwise directs, the liquidator shall give or cause to be given notice of the liquidation order as soon as possible:

      (5)  By publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the insurer has its principal place of business 
and in such other locations as the liquidator deems appropriate.

33-43-8. Insurance; submission of advertisements to commissioner.

(a)  Every insurer, health care service plan, or other entity providing medicare supplement insurance or benefits in  this state shall 
provide a copy of any medicare supplement advertisement intended for use in this state whether through written, radio, or television 
medium to the Commissioner for review and approval by the Commissioner.

(b)  Each copy of an advertisement submitted as required by subsection (1) of this Code section shall be accompanied by a fee or 
fees as provided in Code Section 33-8-1.

33-59-10 (d-p).  Life Insurance Ads - regulations.

(d) An advertisement shall be truthful and not misleading in fact or by implication.  The form and content of an advertisement of a 
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life settlement contract shall be sufficiently complete and clear so as to avoid deception.  It may not have the capacity or tendency 
to mislead or deceive.  Whether an advertisement has the capacity or tendency to mislead or deceive shall be determined by the 
Commissioner from the overall impression that the advertisement may be reasonably expected to create upon a person of average 
educaiton or intelligence within the segment of the public to which it is directed.
 (e)(1)  The information required to be disclosed under this Code section may not be minimized, rendered obscure, or presented  
 in an ambiguous fashion or intermingled with the text of the advertisement so as to be confusing or misleading.
 (2)  An Advertisement may not omit material information or use words, phrases, statements, references, or illustrations if the  
 omission or use has the capacity, tendency, or effect of misleading or deceiving the public as to the nature or extent of any bene 
 fit, loss covered, or state of federal tax consequence.  The fact that the life settlement contract offered is made available for  
 inspection before consummation of the sale or an offer is made to refund the payment if the seller is not satisfied or that the life  
 settlement contract includes a ‘free look’ period that satisfies or exceeds legal requirements does not remedy misleading state 
 ments.
 (3)  An advertisement may not use the name or title of a life insurance company or a life insurance policy unless the advertise 
 ment has been approved by the insurer.
 (4)  An advertisement may not state or imply that interest charged on an accelerated death benefit or a policy loan is unfair,  
 inequitable, or in any manner an incorrect or improper practice.
 (5) The words ‘free,’ ‘no cost,’ ‘without cost,’ ‘no additional cost,’ ‘at not extra cost,’ or words of similar import may not be used  
 with respect to a benefit or service unless true.  An advertisement may specify the charge for a benefit oor sevice or may state  
 that a charge is included in the payment or use other appopriate language.
 (6)(A)  Any testomonial, appraisal, or analysis used in an advertisement shall:
  (i) Be genuine;
  (ii) Represent the current opinion of the author;
  (iii) Be applicable to the life settlement contract, product, or service advertised, if any; and
  (iv) Be accurately reproduced with sufficient sompleteness to avoid misleading or deceiving prospective sellers as to the  
  nature or scope of any testomonial, appraisal, analysis, or endorsement.
 (B)  In using any testomonials, appraisals, or analyses, the life settlement licensee makes as its own all the statements contained  
 in them, and the statements are subject to all the provisions of this Code section.
 (C)  If the individual making a testimonial, appraisal, analysis, or an endorsement has a financial in the life settlement provider or  
 related entity as a stockholder, director, officer, employee, or otherwise, or receives a benefit, dirrectly or indirectly, other than  
 required union scale wages, that fact shall be disclosed prominently in the advertisement.
 (D)  An advertisement may not state or imply that a life settlement contract, benefit, or service has been approved or endorsed by  
a group of individuals, society, association, or other organization, unless that is the fact and unless any relationship between an  
 organization and the licensee is disclosed.  If the entity making the endorsement or testimonial is owned, controlled, or managed  
 by the licensee or receives payment or other consideration from the licensee for making an endorsement or testimonial, that fact  
 shall be disclosed in the advertisement.
 (E)  If an endorsement refers to benefits received under a life settlement contract, all pertinent information shall be retained for a  
 period of five years after its use.
(f)  An advertisement may not contain statistical information unless it accurately reflects recent and relevant facts.  The source of all 
statistics used in an advertisement shall be identified.
(g)  An advertisement may not disparage insurers, life settlement providers, insurance producers, policies, services, or methods of 
marketing.
(h)  The name of the life settlement licensee shall be identified clearly in all advertisements about the licensee or its life settlement 
contract, products, or services and, if any specific life settlement contract is advertised , the life settlement contract shall be identified 
either by form number or some other appropriate description.  If an application is part of the advertisement, the name of the life settle-
ment provider shall be shown on the application.
(i)  An advertisement may not use a trade name, group designation, name of the parent company of a licensee, name of a particular 
division of the licensee, service mark, slogan, symbol, or other device or reference without disclosing the name of the licensee, if the 
advertisement has the capacity of tendency to mislead or deceive as to the true identity of the licensee, or to create the impression 
that a company other than the licensee has any responsibility for the financial obligation under a life settlement contract.
(j)  An adveritsement may not use any combination of words, symbols, or physical materials that by their ir content, phraseology, 
shape, color, or other characteristics are so similar to a combination of words, symbols, or physical materials used by a government 
program or agency or otherwise appear to be of such nature that they tend to mislead prospective sellers into believing that the solici-
tation is in some manner connected with a government program or agency.
(k)  An advertisement may state that a licensee is licensed in the state where the advertisement appears, provided it does not exag-
gerate that fact or suggest or imply that the competing license may not be so licensed.  The advertisement may ask the audience to 
consult the licensee’s website or contact the Department of Insurance to find out if that state requires licensing and, if so, whether the 
licensee or any other company is licensed.
(l)  An advertisement may not create the impression that the life settlement provider, its financial condition or status, the payment of 
its claims, or the merits, desirability, or advisability of its life settlement contracts are recommended or endorsed by any government 
entity.
(m)  The name of the actual licensee shall be stated in all of its advertisements.  An advertisement may not use a trade name, any 
group designation, name of any affiliate or controlling entity of the license, service mark, slogan, symbol, or other device in a manner 
that has the capacity or tendency to mislead or deceive as to the true identity of the actual licensee or create the false impression that 
an affiliate or controlling entity has any  responsibility for the financial obligation of the licensee.
(n)  An advertisement may not, directly or indirectly, create the impression that any division or agency of the state or of the United 
States government endorses, approves, or favors:
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 (1) A licensee or its business practices or methods of operation;
 (2) The merits, desirability, or advisability of a life settlement contract;
 (3) Any life settlement contract; or
 (4) Any policy of life insurance company.
(o)  If the advertiser emphasizes the speed with which the life settlement contract occurs, the advertising shall disclose the average 
time frame from completed application to the date of offer and from acceptance of the offer to receipt of the funds by the seller.
(p)  If the advertising emphasizes the dollar amounts available to sellers, the advertising shall disclose the average purchase price as 
a percent of face value obtained by sellers contracting with the licensee during the past six months.
34-1-4.  Disclosure of employee job performance.

 (2)  ‘Employer’ means a hospital, health care institution, school, public health facility, day care center, or other child care center.

(b)  An employer as defined in subsection (a) or any person employed by an employer who discloses information concerning an 
employee’s or former employee’s job performance, any act committed by such employee which would constitute a violation of the 
laws of this state if such act occurred in this state, or ability or lack of ability to carry out the duties of such job to a prospective 
employer of such employee or former employee upon request of the prospective employer or of the person seeking employment is 
presumed to be acting in good faith unless lack of good faith is shown by a preponderance of the evidence, unless the information 
was disclosed in violation of a nondisclosure agreement or the information disclosed was otherwise considered confidential according 
to applicable federal, state, or local statute, rule, or regulation.    

34-8-5 (n).  Applicability of Employment Security Law.

 (8)  Service performed by an individual under the age of 18 years in the delivery or distribution of newspapers or shopping news, 
not including delivery or distribution to any point for subsequent delivery or distribution.

34-8-35 (n). Unemployment Compensation - Independent Contract Carrier.

(16)  Services performed by an independent contract carrier for an employer who is a publisher or distributor of printed materials by 
an individual, firm, or corporation in transporting, assembling, delivering, or distributing printed materials and in maintaining any facili-
ties or equipment incidental thereto; provided:

 (A)  The independent contract carrier has with the employer a written contract as an independent contractor;
 (B)  Remuneration for the independent contract carrier is on the basis of the number of deliveries accomplished;
 (C)  With exception to providing the area or route which an independent contract carrier may or may not service, or providing  
 materials or direction for the packaging or assembly of printed materials, the employer exercises no general control regarding the  
 method of transporting, assembling, delivering, or distributing the printed materials; and
 (D)  The contract entered by the independent contract carrier for such services does not prohibit it from the transportation, deliv 
 ery, assembly, or distribution of printed materials for more than one employer.

34-8-121.  Confidentiality of Department of Labor Information.

(a) Any information or records concerning an individual or employing unit obtained by the department pursuant to the administration 
of this chapter or other federally funded programs for which the department has responsibility shall be private and confidential, except 
as otherwise provided in this article or by regulation. This article does not create a rule of evidence. Information or records may be 
released by the department when the release is required by the federal government in connection with, or as a condition of funding 
for, a program being administered by the department. The provisions of paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a) of Code Section 
34-8-125 shall not apply to such release.
(b)(3) Information, statements, transcriptions of proceedings, transcriptions of recordings, electronic recordings, letters, memoranda, 
and other documents and reports thus obtained or obtained from any individual, claimant, employing unit, or employer pursuant to the 
administration of this chapter, except to the extent necessary for the proper administration and enforcement of this chapter, shall be 
held confidential and shall not be subject to subpoena in any civil action or proceeding, published, or open to public inspection, other 
than to public employees in the performance of their public duties, in any manner revealing the individual’s or employing unit’s iden-
tity; but any claimant, employer, or a duly authorized representative, at a hearing before an administrative hearing officer or the board 
of review, shall be supplied with information from such records to the extent necessary for the proper presentation of his or her claim. 
Any person who violates any provision of this paragraph shall upon conviction be guilty of a misdemeanor.

34-8-122 (a).  Privileges and Libel Immunity for Required Reports, etc. to Department of Labor.

All letters, reports, communications, or any other matters, either oral or written,  from the employer or employee to each other or to 
the department or any of its agents, representatives, or employees, which letters, reports, or other communications shall have been 
written, sent, delivered, or made in connection with the requirements of the administration of this chapter, shall be absolutely privi-
leged and shall not be made the subject matter or basis for any action for slander or libel in any court of the State of Georgia.

34-8-123.  Access to Department of Labor Records - in General.

The Commissioner shall have the authority to adopt, amend, or rescind rules and regulations interpreting and implementing the provi-
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sions of this article.  In particular, these rules shall specify the procedure to be followed to obtain information or  records to which the 
public has access under this chapter.

34-8-124.  Access to Department of Labor Records - Private Parties.

(a)   An individual shall have access to all records and information concerning that individual held by the department unless the 
information is exempt from disclosure.  An employing unit shall have access to its own records and to any records  and information 
relating to a benefit claim by an  individual if the employing unit is the individual’s chargeable employer.  An employing unit shall have 
access to general summaries of benefit claims by individuals whose benefits are chargeable to the employing unit’s experience rating 
or reimbursement account.

(b)  Any interested party or authorized representative of such party shall be entitled to examine and, upon the payment of a reason-
able fee to the department, to obtain a copy of any materials contained in such records to the extent necessary for proper presenta-
tion of the party’s position at any hearing on a claim.  At the Commissioner’s discretion, the fee may be waived for persons for whom 
such payment would present a hardship.
34-8-125.  Access to Department of Labor Records - Government Agencies.

(a)  Governmental agencies, including law enforcement agencies, prosecuting agencies, and the executive branch, whether state, 
local, or federal, shall have access to information or records deemed private and confidential under this article if the information or 
records are needed by the agency for official purposes and:
 (1)  The agency submits an application in writing to the department for the records or information containing a statement of the  
 official purposes for which the information or records are needed and specific identification of the  records or information sought  
 from the department;
 (2)  The commissioner, chief executive, or other responsible official of the requesting agency has verified the need for the specific  
information in writing either on the application or on a separate document; and
 (3)  The agency  requesting access and has served a copy of the application for records or information on the individual or  
 employing unit whose records or information are sought and has provided the department with proof of service.  Service shall be  
 made in the same manner as service of process in a civil action.  The requesting agency shall include with the copy of the appli 
 cation a statement to the effect that the individual or employing unit may contact the public records officer of the department to  
 state any objections to the release of the records or information.  The department shall not act upon the application of the  
 requesting agency until at least five days after service on the concerned individual or employing unit.  The department shall con 
 sider any objections raised by the individual or employing unit in deciding whether the requesting agency needs the information 
 or records for official purposes.
 
(b)  In cases of emergency the governmental agency requesting access shall not be required to comply formally with the provisions 
of subsection (a) of this Code section at the time of the request if the procedures required by subsection (a) of this Code section are 
complied with by the requesting agency following the receipt of any records or information deemed private and confidential under 
this article.  An emergency is defined as a situation in which irreparable harm or damage could occur if records or information are not 
released immediately.
 
(c)  The requirements of paragraph (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section shall not apply to governmental agencies where the pro-
cedures would frustrate the investigation of possible violations of criminal Laws.
 
(d)  Governmental agencies shall have access to certain records or information, limited to such items as names, addresses, social 
security numbers, and general information about benefit entitlement or employer information possessed by the department, for com-
parison purposes with records  or information possessed by the requesting agency to detect improper or fraudulent claims, to deter-
mine eligibility or entitlement to public programs, or to determine potential tax liability or employer compliance with registration and 
licensing requirements.  In those cases the governmental agency shall not be required to comply with paragraph (3) of subsection (a) 
of this Code section, but the requirements of the remainder of subsection (a) of this Code section must be satisfied.
 
(e) Disclosure to governmental agencies of information or records obtained by the department from the federal government shall 
be governed by any applicable federal law or any agreement between the federal government  shall be governed by any applicable 
federal law or any agreement between the federal government and the department where so required by federal law.  State law shall 
control when federal law does not apply to the records or information.
 
(f)  The disclosure of any records or information by a governmental agency which has obtained the records or information under this 
Code section is prohibited unless the disclosure is directly connected to the official purpose for which the records or information was 
obtained.  The willful violation of this subsection shall upon conviction constitute a misdemeanor.
34-8-126.  Access to Department of Labor Records - Parties to Suit, etc.

Information or records deemed private and confidential under this chapter shall be available to parties to judicial or formal administra-
tive proceedings only upon a finding by the presiding officer that the need for the information or records in the proceeding outweighs 
any reasons for the privacy and confidentiality of the information or records.  Information or records deemed private and confidential 
under this chapter shall not be available in discovery proceedings unless the court in which the action has been filed has made the 
finding specified above.  A judicial or administrative subpoena or order directed to the department must contain this finding.  A sub-
poena for records or information held by the department may be directed to and served upon any employee of the department, but 
the department may specify by rule or regulation which employee shall produce the records or information in compliance with the sub-
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poena.

34-8-127.  Access to Department of Labor Records - Contractors with Department.

The department shall have the right to disclose information or records deemed private and confidential under this chapter to any 
private person or organization when such disclosure is necessary to permit private contracting parties to assist in the operation and 
management of the department in instances where certain departmental functions may be delegated to private parties to increase the 
department’s efficiency or quality of service to the public.  The private persons or organizations shall use the information or records 
solely for the purpose for which the information was disclosed and shall be bound by the same rules of privacy and confidentiality as 
department employees.  The misuse or unauthorized release of records or information deemed private and confidential under this 
article by any private person or organization to which access is permitted by this Code section shall subject the person or organiza-
tion to a civil penalty of $500.00 per violation and shall also subject such person or organization to the criminal provisions specified in 
Code Section 34-8-125.  An action to enforce this Code section shall be brought by the Attorney General.  The Attorney General may 
recover reasonable attorneys’ fees for any action brought to enforce this Code section.

34-8-128.  Access to Department of Labor Records - Disclosure Under Contract Obligations.

Where the department contracts to provide services to other governmental or private organizations, the department may disclose 
to those organizations information or records deemed private and confidential which have been acquired in the performance of the 
department’s obligations under the contracts.

34-8-129.  Information which May Be Disclosed by Department of Labor.

Nothing in this article shall prevent the disclosure of information or records 
deemed private and confidential under this article if all details identifying an individual or employing unit are deleted or the individual 
and employing unit consent to the disclosure.

34-8-277.  Advertising Tax Amnesty.

The Commissioner shall promulgate administrative regulations as necessary, issue forms and instructions, and take all actions neces-
sary to implement the provisions of this article.  The Commissioner shall publicize the unemployment tax amnesty program in order to 
maximize the public awareness of and participation in the program.  The Commissioner may, for the purpose of publicizing the unem-
ployment tax amnesty program, contract with any advertising agency within or outside this state.

34-9-2.  Workers’ Compensation Requirements - Independent Contract Carriers.

(d)  This chapter shall not apply to persons who perform services pursuant to a written contract stating that the provider is an indepen-
dent contractor and such person buys a product and resells it, receiving no other compensation; or to independent contract carriers 
who perform services for an employer who is a publisher or distributor of printed materials in transporting, assembling, delivering, or 
distributing printed materials and in maintaining any facilities or equipment incidental thereto; provided:
 (A)  The independent contract carrier has with the employer a written as an independent contractor;
 (B)  Renumeration for the independent contract carrier is on the basis of the number of deliveries accomplished;
 (C)  With exception to providing the area or route which an independent contract carrier may or may not service, or providing  
 materials or direction for the packaging or assembly of printed materials, the employer exercises no general control regarding the  
 method of transporting, assembling, delivering, or distributing the printed materials; and
 (D)  The contract entered by the independent contract carrier for such services does not prohibit it from the transportation, deliv 
 ery, assembly, or distribution of printed materials for more than one employer.   

34 -9-12 (b).  Worker’s compensation- board record of injuries and settlements.  

(b) The records of the board, insofar as they refer to accidents, injuries, and settlements, shall not be open to the public but only to 
the parties satisfying the board of their interest in such records and their right to inspect them. The board shall provide data contained 
on Employers’ First Report of Injury forms reporting fatalities to the Georgia Department of Labor and the United States Department 
of Labor for use in the Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries Program. The board shall provide data to such other state and federal 
governmental entities or departments as required by law. Under such reasonable rules and regulations as the board may adopt, the 
records of the board as to any employee in any previous case in which such employee was a claimant shall be open to and made 
available to such claimant, to an employer or its insurance carrier which is called upon to pay compensation, medical expenses, or 
funeral expenses, and to any party at interest, except that the board may make such reasonable charge as it deems proper for fur-
nishing information by mail and for copies of records. Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit the board or its designees from publish-
ing decisions of the board, provided adequate security measures have been taken to protect the identity and privacy of the parties.

34-9-31;34-9-32.  Workers’ Compensation Truth in Advertising Act.

34-9-31(a) 

Any television advertisement, with broadcast originating in this state, which solicits persons to file workers’ compensation claims or to 
engage or consult an attorney, a medical care provider, or clinic for the purpose of giving consideration to a workers’ compensation 

Page 112



claim or to market workers’ compensation insurance coverage shall contain a notice, which shall be in boldface Roman font 36 point 
type and appear in a dark background and remain on the screen for a minimum of five seconds as follows:

NOTICE
 Willfully making a false or misleading statement or representation to obtain or deny workers’ compensation benefits is a crime 
carrying a penalty of imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $10,000.00.

34-9-32(a) 

Any advertiser who violates Code Section 34-9-31 is guilty of a misdemeanor and may be subject to a fine of not less than $1,000.00 
nor more than $10,000.00 for each violation.

(b)  For the purposes of this article, “advertiser” means any person who provides workers’ compensation claims services which are 
described in advertisements; any person to whom persons solicited by advertisements are directed to for injuries or the provision of 
workers’ compensation claims related services; or any person paying for the preparation, broadcast, dissemination, or placement of 
such advertisement.

34-9-61.  Workers’ Compensation - board forms and annual reports.

(a)  The board shall prepare and cause to be printed and, upon request, shall furnish free of charge to any employee or employer 
such blank forms and literature as it shall deem necessary to facilitate or promote the efficient administration of this chapter.
(b)  The board shall tabulate the accident reports received from employers in accordance with Code Section 34-9-12 and shall publish 
the same in its annual report and as often as it may deem advisable, in such detailed or aggregate form as it may deem best.  The 
name of the employer or employee shall not appear in such publications, and the employers’ reports themselves shall be private 
records of the board and shall not be open for public inspection except for the inspection of the parties directly involved, and then only 
to the extent of such interest.  These reports shall not be used as evidence against any employer in any action at law brought by any 
employee for the recovery of damages or in any proceeding under this chapter.

34-9-208.  No Access to Workers Compensation Rating Data.

(f)  Utilization review, quality assurance, and peer review activities pursuant to this Code section shall be subject to the review of the 
board or the board’s designated representatives.  Data generated by or received in connection with these activities, including written 
reports, notes, or records of any such activities, or of the board’s review thereof, shall be confidential and shall not be disclosed by the 
board except as considered necessary by the board in the administration of this chapter.  The board may report professional miscon-
duct to an appropriate licensing authority.

(g)  No data generated by utilization review, quality assurance, or peer review activities pursuant to this Code section or the board’s 
review thereof shall be used in any action, suit, or proceeding except to the extent considered necessary by the board in the adminis-
tration of this chapter.

34-9-388.  Worker’s Compensation Guaranty Trust Fund.

(c)  The board of trustees shall make reports and recommendations to the board upon any matter germane to the solvency, liquida-
tion, or rehabilitation of any participant.  The board of trustees shall examine the same documents as required in subsection (b) of this 
Code section.  Such reports and recommendations shall not be considered public documents.

34-9-420.  Workers Compensation - Drug Test Results.

(b)  Employers, laboratories, medical review officers, employee assistance programs, drug or alcohol rehabilitation programs, and 
their agents who receive or have access to information concerning test results shall keep all information confidential.  Release of such 
information under any other circumstance shall be solely pursuant to a written consent form signed voluntarily by the person tested, 
unless such release is compelled by an agency of the state or court of competent jurisdiction or unless deemed appropriate by a pro-
fessional or occupational licensing board in a related disciplinary proceeding.  The consent form must contain at a 
minimum:
 (1)  The name of the person who is authorized to obtain the information;
 (2)  The purpose of the disclosure;
 (3)  The precise information to be disclosed;
 (4)  The duration of the consent; and
 (5)  The signature of the person authorizing release of the information.

34-13-15.  Carnival ride variances.

If any person would incur practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in complying with  the standards and regulations adopted pur-
suant to this chapter, or if any person is aggrieved by any order issued by the department, the person may make a written application 
to the department stating his grounds and applying for a variance.   The department may grant such a variance in the spirit of the pro-
visions of this chapter with due regard to the public safety.  The granting or denial of a variance by the department shall be in writing 
and shall describe the conditions under which the variance is granted or the reasons for denial.  A record shall be kept of all variances 
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granted by the department and such record shall be open to inspection by the public.

35-1-9.  Access to Law Enforcement Agency Records.

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to inspect or copy any records of a law enforcement agency to which the public has a right of 
access under paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-72 for the purpose of obtaining the names and addresses of 
the victims of crimes or persons charged with crimes or persons involved in motor vehicle accidents or other information contained in 
such records for any commercial solicitation of such individuals or relatives of such individuals.

(b)  The provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section shall not prohibit the publication of such information by any news media or 
the use of such information for any other lawful data collection or analysis purpose.

(c)  Any person who violates any provision of subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

35-2-50.  Purchasing of law enforcement uniforms, supplies, and equipment.

(a)  The uniforms, supplies, and equipment authorized by Code Section 35-2-49 shall be purchased by the Department of 
Administrative Services, with the consent and approval of the Department of Public Safety, by bid let to the lowest and best bidder 
and in accordance with specifications named in the advertisement of bid.

(b)  The advertisement of the letting of contacts for the purchase of uniforms, supplies, or equipment shall be published in at least two 
issues of some public journal of the state published daily and having a statewide circulation for not less than 15 days before the time 
bids for the contracts are opened.  The Department of Administrative Services shall have the right to reject any and all bids.

35-2-82,83,84,102,103,104.  Unauthorized use of certain nomenclature or symbols relating to Dept of Public Safety or G.B.I.
  
Whoever, except with the written permission of the commissioner, knowingly uses the words ‘Georgia Department of Public Safety,’ 
‘State Patrol,’ ‘State Police,’ ‘State Highway Patrol,’ ‘State Trooper,’ ‘State Patrolman’ in connection with any advertisement, circular, 
book, pamphlet, or other publication, play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or other production in a manner reasonably calculated 
to convey the impression that such advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication, play, motion picture, broadcast, tele-
cast, or other production is approved, endorsed, or authorized by or associated with the department shall be in violation of this article.

35-2-83.

Any person who uses or displays any symbol, including any emblem, seal, or badge, current or historical, used by the department 
without written permission from the commissioner shall be in violation of this article.

35-2-84.

Any person wishing permission to use either department nomenclature or symbols may request such permission in writing to the com-
missioner.  The commissioner shall serve notice on the requesting party within 15 calendar days after receipt of the request of his or 
her decision on whether the person may use the nomenclature or the symbol.  If the commissioner does not respond within the 15 
day time period, then the request is presumed to have been denied.  The grant of person under Code Section 35-2-82 or 35-2-83 
shall be in the discretion of the commissioner under such conditions as the commissioner may impose.  If the commissioner denies 
such request and the person making such request reasonably believes that the commissioner has acted in bad faith or based on an 
illegal motive, then the person may, within 15 days after the person’s request was denied or granted on limited terms, file an appeal 
with the Board of Public Safety.  The matter will then be considered before the board, but the burden will be with the person making 
the request to show that the request was improperly denied or limited.

35-3-33.  Publication of annual statistics by Georgia Crime Information Center.

(a)  The center shall:
(9)  Periodically publish statistics, no less frequently than annually, that do not identify persons, agencies, corporations, or other legal 
entities and report such information to the Governor, the General Assembly, state and local criminal justice agencies, and the general 
public.  Such information shall accurately reflect the level and nature of crime in the state and the operations in general of the different 
types of agencies within the criminal justice system.

35-3-34.  Crime Information Center records.

(a)  The center shall be authorized to:

 (1)  Make criminal history records maintained by the center available to private persons and businesses under the following con 
 ditions:

  (A)  Private individuals and businesses requesting criminal history records shall, at the time of the request, provide the finger 
  prints of the person whose records are requested or provide a signed consent of the person whose records are requested on  

Page 114



 a form prescribed by the center which shall include such person’s full name, address, social security number, and date of  
  birth;

  (B)  The center may not provide records of arrests, charges, and sentences for crimes relating to first offenders pursuant to  
  Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42 in cases where offenders have been exonerated and discharged without court adjudications  
  of guilt,  except as specifically authorized by law; and

  (C)  When the identyfying information provided is sufficient to identify persons whose records are requested electronically,  
  the center may disseminate electronically criminal history records of in-state felony convictions, pleas, and sentences with 
  out:
   (i)  Fingerprint comparison;
   (ii) Consent of the person whose records are requested; or

 (2) Make criminal history records of the defendant or witnesses in a criminal action available to counsel for the defendant upon  
 receipt of a written request from the defendant’s counsel under the following conditions:
  
  (A)  Such request shall contain the style of the case and the name and identifying information for each person whose records  
 are requested.  Such request shall be submitted to the center;

  (B)  In cases where the court has determined the defendant to be indigent, any fees authorized by law shall be waived; and

  (C)  Disclosure of criminal history information to the defendant’s counsel as provided in this paragraph shall be solely in such  
 counsel’s capacity as an officer of the court.  Any use of such information in a manner not authorized by law or the court in  
  which such action is pending where the records were disclosed shall constitutie a violation of Code Section 35-3-38; and

 (3)  Charge fees for disseminating records pursuant to this Code secion which will raise an amount of revenue which approxi 
 mates, as nearly as practicable, the direct and indirect costs to the state for providing such disseminations. 

(b)  In the event that an employment decision is made adverse to a person whose record was obtained pursuant to this Code section, 
the person will be informed by the business or person making the adverse employment decision of all information pertinent to that 
decision.  This disclosure shall include information that a record was obtained from the center, the specific contents of the record, and 
the effect the record had upon the decision.  Failure to provide all such information to the person subject to the adverse decision shall 
be a misdemeanor.

(c)  Neither the center, its employees, nor any agency or employee of the state shall be responsible for the accuracy of information 
nor have any liability for defamation, invasion of privacy, negligence, or any other claim in connection with the dissemination pursuant 
to this Code section and shall be immune from suit based upon any such claims.

(d) Local criminal justice agencies may disseminate criminal history records, without fingerprint comparison or prior contact with the 
center, to private individuals and businesses under the same conditions as set forth in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code 
section and may charge fees as needed to reimburse such agencies for their direct and indirect costs related to the providing of such 
disseminations.

 (d.1)(1) Reserved.

(d.2)  When identifying information provided is sufficient to identify persons whose records are requested, local criminal justice agen-
cies may disseminate criminal history records of in-state felony convictions, pleas, and sentences without:
 (1)  Fingerprint comparison;
 (2)  Prior contact with the center; or
 (3)  Consent of the person whose records are requested.
 Such information may be disseminated to private individuals and businesses under the conditions specified in subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code section upon payment of the fee for the request and when the request is made upon a 
form prescribed by the center.  Such agencies may charge and retain fees as needed to reimburse such agencies for the direct and 
indirect costs of providing such information and shall have the same immunity therefor as provided in subsection (c) of this Code sec-
tion.
 
(d.3)  No fee charged pursuant to this Code section may exceed $20.00 per person whose criminal history record is requested or be 
charged to any person or entity authorized prior to January 1, 1995, to obtain information pursuant to this Code section without pay-
ment of such fee.

(2)  The records of the Georgia Crime Information Center shall include information as to whether a person has been involuntarily hos-
pitalized.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of law and in order to carry out the provisions of this Code section and Code Sections 
16-11-173 and 16-11-174, the Georgia Crime Information Cernter shall be provided such information and no other mental health 
information from the involuntary hospitalization records of the probate courts concerning persons involuntarily hospitalized after March 
22, 1995, in a manner agreed upon by the Probate Judges Training Council and the Georgia Bureau of Investigation to meet the 
requirements of this Code section and Code Sections 16-11-173 and 16-11-174 and to preserve the confidentiality of patients’ rights 
in all other respects.  Further, notwithstanding any other provisions of law and in order to carry out the provisions of law and in order 
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to carry out the provisions of this Code section and Code Sections 16-11-172 and 16-11-173, the center shall be provided information 
as to whether a person has been adjudicated mentally incompetent to stand trial or not guilty by reason of insanity at the time of the 
crime and has been involuntarily hospitalized from the records of the clerks of the superior courts concerning persons involuntarily 
hospitalized after March 22,1995, in a manner agreed upon by The Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia and the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation to meet the requirements of this Code section and Code Sections 16-11-172 amd 16-11-173 and to preserve 
the confidentiality of patients’ rights in all other respects.  After five years have elapsed from the date that a person’s involuntary hos-
pitalization information has been received by the Georgia Crime Information Center, the center shall purge its records of such informa-
tion as soon as practicable and in any event purge such records within 30 days after the expiration of such five-year period.

(d.2)  When identifying information provided is sufficient to identify persons whose records are requested, local criminal justice agen-
cies may disseminate criminal history records of in-state felony convictions, pleas, and sentences without:
  (1)  Fingerprint comparison;
  (2)  Prior contact with the center; or
  (3)  Consent of the person whose records are requested.

Such information may be disseminated to private individuals and businesses under the conditions specified in subparagraph (a)(1)
(B) of this Code section upon payment of the fee for the request and when the request is made upon a form prescribed by the center.  
Such agencies may charge and retain fees as needed to reimburse such agencies for the direct and indirect costs of providing such 
information and shall have the same immunity therefore as provided in subsection (c) of this Code section.

(d.3)  No fee charged pursuant to this Code section may exceed $20.00 per person whose criminal history record is requested or be 
charged to any person or entity authorized prior to January 1, 1995, to obtain information pursuant to this Code section without pay-
ment of such fee.

(e)  The council is empowered to adopt rules, regulations, and forms necessary to implement this Code section.

35-3-35. Making GCIC criminal history records available to public agencies.

(a) The center shall be authorized to:

   (1) Make criminal history records maintained by the center available to public agencies, political subdivisions, authorities, and instru-
mentalities, including state or federal licensing and regulatory agencies or their designated representatives, under the following condi-
tions:

      (A) Public agencies or political subdivisions shall, at the time of the request, provide the fingerprints of the person whose records 
are requested in such manner prescribed by the center, which may include the electronic imaging of a person’s fingerprints, or provide 
a signed consent of the person whose records are requested on a form prescribed by the center which shall include such person’s full 
name, address, social security number, and date of birth; provided, however, that the provisions of this paragraph shall supersede any 
other provision relating to the submission of fingerprints to the center;

      (B) The center may not provide records of arrests, charges, or sentences for crimes relating to first offenders pursuant to Article 3 
of Chapter 8 of Title 42 in cases where offenders have been exonerated and discharged without court adjudications of guilt, except as 
specifically authorized by Code Section 35-3-34.1 or other law; and

      (C) When the identifying information provided is sufficient to identify persons whose records are requested electronically, the cen-
ter may disseminate electronically criminal history records of in-state felony convictions, pleas, and sentences without:

         (i) Fingerprint comparison; or

         (ii) Consent of the person whose records are requested;

35-3-37.  Criminal History Records. Effective 7/1/13.

(a) As used in this Code section, the term:

   (1) “Drug court treatment program” means a treatment program operated by a drug court division in accordance with the provisions 
of Code Section 15-1-15.

   (2) “Entity” means the arresting law enforcement agency, including county and municipal jails and detention centers.

   (3) “Mental health treatment program” means a treatment program operated by a mental health court division in accordance with the 
provisions of Code Section 15-1-16.

   (4) “Nonserious traffic offense” means any offense in violation of Title 40 which is not prohibited by Article 15 of Chapter 6 of Title 
40 and any similar such offense under the laws of a state which would not be considered a serious traffic offense under the laws of 
this state if committed in this state.
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   (5) “Prosecuting attorney” means the Attorney General, a district attorney, or the solicitor-general who had jurisdiction where the 
criminal history record information is sought to be modified, corrected, supplemented, amended, or restricted. If the offense was a vio-
lation of a criminal law of this state which, by general law, may be tried by a municipal, magistrate, probate, or other court that is not a 
court of record, the term “prosecuting attorney” shall include the prosecuting officer of such court or, in the absence of such prosecut-
ing attorney, the district attorney of the judicial circuit in which such court is located.

   (6) “Restrict,” “restricted,” or “restriction” means that the criminal history record information of an individual relating to a particular 
charge shall be available only to judicial officials and criminal justice agencies for law enforcement or criminal investigative purposes 
or to criminal justice agencies for purposes of employment in accordance with procedures established by the center and shall not be 
disclosed or otherwise made available to any private persons or businesses pursuant to Code Section 35-3-34.

   (7) “Serious violent felony” shall have the same meaning as set forth in Code Section 17-10-6.1.

   (8) “State” includes any state, the United States or any district, commonwealth, territory, or insular possession of the United States, 
and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

   (9) “Youthful offender” means any offender who was less than 21 years of age at the time of his or her conviction.

(b) Nothing in this article shall be construed so as to authorize any person, agency, corporation, or other legal entity of this state to 
invade the privacy of any citizen as defined by the General Assembly or as defined by the courts other than to the extent provided in 
this article.

(c) The center shall make an individual’s criminal history record information available for review by such individual or his or her desig-
nee upon written application to the center.

(d) If an individual believes his or her criminal history record information to be inaccurate, incomplete, or misleading, he or she may 
request a criminal history record information inspection at the center. The center at which criminal history record information is sought 
to be inspected may prescribe reasonable hours and places of inspection and may impose such additional procedures or restrictions, 
including fingerprinting, as are reasonably necessary to assure the security of the criminal history record information, to verify the 
identities of those who seek to inspect such information, and to maintain an orderly and efficient mechanism for inspection of criminal 
history record information. The fee for inspection of criminal history record information shall not exceed $15.00, which shall not include 
the cost of the fingerprinting.

(e) If the criminal history record information is believed to be inaccurate, incomplete, or misleading, the individual may request that 
the entity having custody or control of the challenged information modify, correct, supplement, or amend the information and notify the 
center of such changes within 60 days of such request. In the case of county and municipal jails and detention centers, such notice 
to the center shall not be required. If the entity declines to act within 60 days of such request or if the individual believes the entity’s 
decision to be unsatisfactory, within 30 days of the end of the 60 day period or of the issuance of the unsatisfactory decision, which-
ever occurs last, the individual shall have the right to appeal to the court with original jurisdiction of the criminal charges in the county 
where the entity is located.

(f) An appeal pursuant to subsection (e) of this Code section shall be to acquire an order from the court with original jurisdiction of the 
criminal charges that the subject information be modified, corrected, supplemented, or amended by the entity with custody of such 
information. Notice of the appeal shall be provided to the entity and the prosecuting attorney. A notice sent by registered or certified 
mail or statutory overnight delivery shall be sufficient service on the entity having custody or control of the disputed criminal history 
record information. The court shall conduct a de novo review and, if requested by a party, the proceedings shall be recorded.

(g) (1) Should the court find by a preponderance of the evidence that the criminal history record information in question is inaccurate, 
incomplete, or misleading, the court shall order such information to be appropriately modified, corrected, supplemented, or amended 
as the court deems appropriate. Any entity with custody, possession, or control of any such criminal history record information shall 
cause each and every copy thereof in its custody, possession, or control to be altered in accordance with the court’s order within 60 
days of the entry of the order.

   (2) To the extent that it is known by the requesting individual that an entity has previously disseminated inaccurate, incomplete, 
or misleading criminal history record information, he or she shall, by written request, provide to the entity the name of the individual, 
agency, or company to which such information was disseminated. Within 60 days of the written request, the entity shall disseminate 
the modification, correction, supplement, or amendment to the individual’s criminal history record information to such individual, agen-
cy, or company to which the information in question has been previously communicated, as well as to the individual whose informa-
tion has been ordered so altered.

(h) Access to an individual’s criminal history record information, including any fingerprints or photographs of the individual taken in 
conjunction with the arrest, shall be restricted by the center for the following types of dispositions:

   (1) Prior to indictment, accusation, or other charging instrument:
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      (A) The case was never referred for further prosecution to the proper prosecuting attorney by the arresting law enforcement agen-
cy and:

         (i) The offense against such individual is closed by the arresting law enforcement agency. It shall be the duty of the head of the 
arresting law enforcement agency to notify the center whenever a record is to be restricted pursuant to this division. A copy of the 
notice shall be sent to the accused and the accused’s attorney, if any, by mailing the same by first-class mail; or

         (ii) The center does not receive notice from the arresting law enforcement agency that the offense has been referred to the 
prosecuting attorney or transferred to another law enforcement or prosecutorial agency of this state, any other state or a foreign 
nation, or any political subdivision thereof for prosecution and the following period of time has elapsed from the date of the arrest of 
such individual:

            (I) If the offense is a misdemeanor or a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature, two years;

            (II) If the offense is a felony, other than a serious violent felony or a felony sexual offense specified in Code Section 17-3-2.1 
involving a victim under 16 years of age, four years; or

            (III) If the offense is a serious violent felony or a felony sexual offense specified in Code Section 17-3-2.1 involving a victim 
under 16 years of age, seven years.

If the center receives notice of the filing of an indictment subsequent to the restriction of a record pursuant to this division, the center 
shall make such record available in accordance with Code Section 35-3-34.

      (B) The case was referred to the prosecuting attorney but was later dismissed; or

      (C) The grand jury returned two no bills; and

   (2) After indictment or accusation:

      (A) Except as provided in subsection (i) of this Code section, all charges were dismissed or nolle prossed;

      (B) The individual pleaded guilty to or was found guilty of possession of a narcotic drug, marijuana, or stimulant, depressant, or 
hallucinogenic drug and was sentenced in accordance with the provisions of Code Section 16-13-2, and the individual successfully 
completed the terms and conditions of his or her probation;

      (C) The individual successfully completed a drug court treatment program or mental health treatment program, the individual’s 
case has been dismissed or nolle prossed, and he or she has not been arrested for at least five years, excluding any arrest for a non-
serious traffic offense; or

      (D) The individual was acquitted of all of the charges by a judge or jury unless, within ten days of the verdict, the prosecuting 
attorney demonstrates to the trial court through clear and convincing evidence that the harm otherwise resulting to the individual is 
clearly outweighed by the public interest in the criminal history record information being publicly available because either:

         (i) The prosecuting attorney was barred from introducing material evidence against the individual on legal grounds, including, 
without limitation, the granting of a motion to suppress or motion in limine; or

         (ii) The individual has been formally charged with the same or similar offense within the previous five years.

(i) After the filing of an indictment or accusation, an individual’s criminal history record information shall not be restricted if:

   (1) The charges were nolle prossed or otherwise dismissed because:

      (A) Of a plea agreement resulting in a conviction of the individual for an offense arising out of the same underlying transaction or 
occurrence as the conviction;

      (B) The prosecuting attorney was barred from introducing material evidence against the individual on legal grounds, including, 
without limitation, the granting of a motion to suppress or motion in limine;

      (C) The conduct which resulted in the arrest of the individual was part of a pattern of criminal activity which was prosecuted in 
another court of the state or a foreign nation; or

      (D) The individual had diplomatic, consular, or similar immunity or inviolability from arrest or prosecution;

   (2) The charges were tried and some but not all of the charges resulted in an acquittal; or

   (3) The individual was acquitted of all charges but it is later determined that the acquittal was the result of jury tampering or judicial 
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misconduct.

(j) (1) When an individual had felony charges dismissed or nolle prossed or was found not guilty of felony charges but was convicted 
of a misdemeanor offense or offenses arising out of the same underlying transaction or occurrence, such individual may petition the 
superior court in the county where the arrest occurred to restrict access to criminal history record information for such felony charges 
within four years of the arrest. Such court shall maintain jurisdiction over the case for this limited purpose and duration. Such petition 
shall be served on the arresting law enforcement agency and the prosecuting attorney. If a hearing is requested, such hearing shall 
be held within 90 days of the filing of the petition. The court shall hear evidence and shall grant an order restricting such criminal his-
tory record information if the court determines the charges in question did not arise out of the same underlying transaction or occur-
rence.

   (2) When an individual was convicted of an offense and was sentenced to punishment other than the death penalty, but such 
conviction was vacated by the trial court or reversed by an appellate court or other post-conviction court, the decision of which has 
become final by the completion of the appellate process, and the prosecuting attorney has not retried the case within two years of the 
date the order vacating or reversing the conviction became final, such individual may petition the superior court in the county where 
the conviction occurred to restrict access to criminal history record information for such offense. Such court shall maintain jurisdiction 
over the case for this limited purpose and duration. Such petition shall be served on the prosecuting attorney. If a hearing is request-
ed, such hearing shall be held within 90 days of the filing of the petition. The court shall hear evidence and shall determine whether 
granting an order restricting such criminal history record information is appropriate, giving due consideration to the reason the judg-
ment was reversed or vacated, the reason the prosecuting attorney has not retried the case, and the public’s interest in the criminal 
history record information being publicly available.

   (3) When an individual’s case has remained on the dead docket for more than 12 months, such individual may petition the superior 
court in the county where the case is pending to restrict access to criminal history record information for such offense. Such petition 
shall be served on the prosecuting attorney. If a hearing is requested, such hearing shall be held within 90 days of the filing of the 
petition. The court shall hear evidence and shall determine whether granting an order restricting such criminal history record informa-
tion is appropriate, giving due consideration to the reason the case was placed on the dead docket; provided, however, that the court 
shall not grant such motion if an active warrant is pending for such individual.

   (4) (A) When an individual was convicted in this state of a misdemeanor or a series of misdemeanors arising from a single incident, 
and at the time of such conviction such individual was a youthful offender, provided that such individual successfully completed the 
terms of his or her sentence and, since completing the terms of his or her sentence, has not been arrested for at least five years, 
excluding any arrest for a nonserious traffic offense, and provided, further, that he or she was not convicted in this state of a misde-
meanor violation or under any other state’s law with similar provisions of one or more of the offenses listed in subparagraph (B) of this 
paragraph, he or she may petition the superior court in the county where the conviction occurred to restrict access to criminal history 
record information. Such court shall maintain jurisdiction over the case for this limited purpose and duration. Such petition shall be 
served on the prosecuting attorney. If a hearing is requested, such hearing shall be held within 90 days of the filing of the petition. 
The court shall hear evidence and shall determine whether granting an order restricting such criminal history record information is 
appropriate, giving due consideration to the individual’s conduct and the public’s interest in the criminal history record information 
being publicly available.

      (B) Record restriction shall not be appropriate if the individual was convicted of:

         (i) Child molestation in violation of Code Section 16-6-4;

         (ii) Enticing a child for indecent purposes in violation of Code Section 16-6-5;

         (iii) Sexual assault by persons with supervisory or disciplinary authority in violation of Code Section 16-6-5.1;

         (iv) Keeping a place of prostitution in violation of Code Section 16-6-10;

         (v) Pimping in violation of Code Section 16-6-11;

         (vi) Pandering by compulsion in violation of Code Section 16-6-14;

         (vii) Masturbation for hire in violation of Code Section 16-6-16;

         (viii) Giving massages in a place used for lewdness, prostitution, assignation, or masturbation for hire in violation of Code 
Section 16-6-17;

         (ix) Sexual battery in violation of Code Section 16-6-22.1;

         (x) Any offense related to minors generally in violation of Part 2 of Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 16;

         (xi) Theft in violation of Chapter 8 of Title 16; provided, however, that such prohibition shall not apply to a misdemeanor convic-
tion of shoplifting in violation of Code Section 16-8-14; or
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         (xii) Any serious traffic offense in violation of Article 15 of Chapter 6 of Title 40.

   (5) Any party may file an appeal of an order entered pursuant to this subsection as provided in Code Section 5-6-34.

(k) (1) The center shall notify the arresting law enforcement agency of any criminal history record information, access to which has 
been restricted pursuant to this Code section, within 30 days of the date access to such information is restricted. Upon receipt of 
notice from the center that access to criminal history record information has been restricted, the arresting law enforcement agency or 
other law enforcement agency shall, within 30 days, restrict access to all such information maintained by such arresting law enforce-
ment agency or other law enforcement agency for such individual’s charge.

   (2) An individual who has had criminal history record information restricted pursuant to this Code section may submit a written 
request to the appropriate county or municipal jail or detention center to have all records for such individual’s charge maintained 
by the appropriate county or municipal jail or detention center restricted. Within 30 days of such request, the appropriate county or 
municipal jail or detention center shall restrict access to all such criminal history record information maintained by such appropriate 
county or municipal jail or detention center for such individual’s charge.

   (3) The center shall be authorized to unrestrict criminal history record information based on the receipt of a disposition report show-
ing that the individual was convicted of an offense arising out of an arrest of which the information was restricted pursuant to this 
Code section.

(l) If criminal history record information is restricted pursuant to this Code section and if the entity declines to restrict access to such 
information, the individual may file a civil action in the superior court where the entity is located. A copy of the civil action shall be 
served on the entity and prosecuting attorney for the jurisdiction where the civil action is filed, and they may become parties to the 
action. A decision of the entity shall be upheld only if it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the individual did not meet 
the criteria set forth in subsection (h) or (j) of this Code section.

(m) (1) For criminal history record information maintained by the clerk of court, an individual who has a record restricted pursuant to 
this Code section may petition the court with original jurisdiction over the charges in the county where the clerk of court is located for 
an order to seal all criminal history record information maintained by the clerk of court for such individual’s charge. Notice of such peti-
tion shall be sent to the clerk of court and the prosecuting attorney. A notice sent by registered or certified mail or statutory overnight 
delivery shall be sufficient notice.

   (2) The court shall order all criminal history record information in the custody of the clerk of court, including within any index, to be 
restricted and unavailable to the public if the court finds by a preponderance of the evidence that:

      (A) The criminal history record information has been restricted pursuant to this Code section; and

      (B) The harm otherwise resulting to the privacy of the individual clearly outweighs the public interest in the criminal history record 
information being publicly available.

   (3) Within 60 days of the court’s order, the clerk of court shall cause every document, physical or electronic, in its custody, posses-
sion, or control to be restricted.

   (4) The person who is the subject of such sealed criminal history record information may petition the court for inspection of the 
criminal history record information included in the court order. Such information shall always be available for inspection, copying, and 
use by criminal justice agencies and the Judicial Qualifications Commission.

(n) (1) As to arrests occurring before July 1, 2013, an individual may, in writing, request the arresting law enforcement agency to 
restrict the criminal history record information of an arrest, including any fingerprints or photographs taken in conjunction with such 
arrest. Reasonable fees shall be charged by the arresting law enforcement agency and the center for the actual costs of restricting 
such records, provided that such fee shall not exceed $50.00.

   (2) Within 30 days of receipt of such written request, the arresting law enforcement agency shall provide a copy of the request to 
the prosecuting attorney. Within 90 days of receiving the request, the prosecuting attorney shall review the request to determine if he 
or she agrees to record restriction, and the prosecuting attorney shall notify the arresting law enforcement agency of his or her deci-
sion within such 90 day period. The arresting law enforcement agency shall inform the individual of the prosecuting attorney’s deci-
sion, and, if record restriction is approved by the prosecuting attorney, the arresting law enforcement agency shall restrict the criminal 
history record information within 30 days of receipt of the prosecuting attorney’s decision.

   (3) If a prosecuting attorney declines an individual’s request to restrict access to criminal history record information, such individual 
may file a civil action in the superior court where the entity is located. A copy of the civil action shall be served on the entity and pros-
ecuting attorney for the jurisdiction where the civil action is filed, and they may become parties to the action. A decision of the prose-
cuting attorney shall not be upheld if it is determined by clear and convincing evidence that the harm otherwise resulting to the privacy 
of the individual clearly outweighs the public interest in the criminal history record information being publicly available.
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   (4) To restrict criminal history record information at the center, an individual shall submit a prosecuting attorney’s approved record 
restriction request or a court order issued pursuant to paragraph (3) of this subsection to the center. The center shall restrict access to 
such criminal history record information within 30 days from receiving such information.

(o) Nothing in this Code section shall give rise to any right which may be asserted as a defense to a criminal prosecution or serve as 
the basis for any motion that may be filed in any criminal proceeding. The modification, correction, supplementation, amendment, or 
restriction of criminal history record information shall not abate or serve as the basis for the reversal of any criminal conviction.

(p) Any application to the center for access to or restriction of criminal history record information made pursuant to this Code section 
shall be made in writing on a form approved by the center. The center shall be authorized to develop and publish such procedures as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this Code section. In adopting such procedures and forms, the provisions of Chapter 
13 of Title 50, the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act,” shall not apply.

(q) It shall be the duty of the entity to take such action as may be reasonable to prevent disclosure of information to the public which 
would identify any individual whose criminal history record information is restricted pursuant to this Code section.

(r) If the center has notified a firearms dealer that an individual is prohibited from purchasing or possessing a handgun pursuant to 
Part 5 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of Title 16 and if the prohibition is the result of such individual being involuntarily hospitalized within 
the immediately preceding five years, upon such individual or his or her attorney making an application to inspect his or her records, 
the center shall provide the record of involuntary hospitalization and also inform the individual or attorney of his or her right to a hear-
ing before the judge of the probate court or superior court relative to such individual’s eligibility to possess or transport a handgun.

35-3-38.  Unauthorized requests, disclosures, etc., of criminal history record information.

(a)  Any person who knowingly requests, obtains, or attempts to obtain criminal history record information under false pretenses, 
or who knowingly communicates or attempts to communicate criminal history record information to any agency or person except in 
accordance with this article, or any member, officer, employee or agent of the center, the council, or any participating agency who 
knowingly falsifies criminal history record information or any records relating thereto shall for each such offense, upon conviction 
thereof, be fined not more that $5,000.00, or imprisoned for not more than two years, or both.
 
(b)  Any person who communicates or attempts to communicate criminal history record information in a negligent manner not in 
accordance with this article shall for each such offense, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $100.00, or imprisoned not 
more than ten days, or both.
 
(c)  Any person who knowingly discloses or attempts to disclose the techniques or methods employed to ensure the security and pri-
vacy of information or data contained in criminal justice information systems except in accordance with this article shall for each such 
offense, upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $5,000.00, or imprisoned not more than two years, or both.
 
(d)  Any person who discloses or attempts to disclose the techniques or methods employed to ensure the security and privacy of infor-
mation or data contained in criminal justice information systems in a manner  not permitted by this article shall for each such offense, 
upon conviction thereof, be fined not more than $100.00, or imprisoned not more than ten days, or both.

35-3-102.

Whoever, except with the written permission of the director, knowingly uses the words ‘Georgia Bureau of Investigation,’ ‘GBI’, or 
‘agent of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation’ in connection with any advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication, 
play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or other production in a manner reasonably calculated to convey the impression that such 
advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication. play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, or other production is approved, 
endorsed, or authorized by or associated with the bureau shall be in violation of this article.

35-3-103.

Any person who uses or displays any symbol, including any emblem, seal, or badge, current or historical, used by the bureau without 
written permission from the director shall be in violation of this article.

35-3-104.

Any person wishing permission to use either bureau nomenclature or symbols may request such permission in writing to the director.  
The director shall serve notice on the requesting party within 15 calendar days after receipt of the request of his or her decision on 
whether the person may use the nomenclature or the symbol.  If the director does not respond within the 15 day time period, then the 
request is presumed to have been denied.  The grant of permission under Code Section 35-3-102 or 35-3-103 shall be in the discre-
tion of the director under such conditions as the director may impose.  If the director denies such request and the person making such 
request reasonably believes that the director has acted in bad faith or based on an illegal motive, then the person may, within 15 days 
after the person’s request was denied or granted on limited terms, file an appeal with the Board of Public Safety.  The matter will then 
be considered before the board, but the burden will be with the person making the request to show the request was improperly denied 
or limited.
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35-8-15. Access to candidates’ or law enforcement officer’s employment records.

(a) Each law enforcement unit shall prepare duplicate records on any candidate or peace officer employed under this chapter as may 
be prescribed by the rules and regulations of the council. One copy of the records shall be maintained in the headquarters of the law 
enforcement unit; the second copy shall be forwarded to the council and shall be maintained by the council.

(b) The contents of the records provided for in subsection (a) of this Code section, except for court proceedings, shall be considered 
as confidential and shall be released only to the candidate or peace officer to whom they pertain or to a law enforcement unit consid-
ering the candidate or peace officer for employment.

35-10-4.  Law Enforcement Symbols in Advertising.

Whoever, except with the express written permission of the local governing authority, knowingly uses words pertaining to a particular 
municipal or county police department in connection with the planning, conduct, or execution of any solicitation; advertisement, circu-
lar, book, pamphlet, or other publication; or play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, telemarketing, or other production in a manner 
reasonably calculated to convey the impression that such solicitation; advertisement, circular, book, pamphlet, or other publication; or 
play, motion picture, broadcast, telecast, telemarketing, or other production approved, endorsed, or authorized by or associated with 
the department shall be in violation of this chapter.

36-1-6.  Publication of annual financial statement of county.

All boards of county commissioners, county commissioners, county managers, of other persons or bodies having charge of receipts 
and expenditures of county moneys shall publish a financial statement once each calendar year in the paper in which sheriff’s adver-
tisements are published in their respective counties.  A copy of this statement shall also be posted twice each year for a period of not 
less than 30 days on the bulletin boards of the various county courthouses.  The statement shall set forth the source of all income and 
a summary of all expenditures in a plain and simple manner that can be easily understood by all taxpaying citizens.
The statement shall also contain a report of all money owed by the county, current bills excepted, of the number of tax delinquents, 
and the total amount of tax delinquency.

36-3-1.  Petition for change of boundary line; publication of notice.

Whenever one or more citizens of any county desire to have the boundary line of the county changed, they shall file in the offices 
of the judges of the probate courts of the counties to be affected a petition in writing, setting forth the exact character of the change 
desired to be made, specifying particularly the situation, direction, and existing marks and monuments, if any, of the original line, and 
describing particularly the direction, location, and length of the proposed new line, and setting forth the reasons for the change.  The 
person or persons applying for the change shall also give notice of the intention to apply for the change by publishing the same for at 
least 30 days next preceding the term of the superior court or courts to be held in the counties to be affected, which term shall be that 
next occurring after the filing of the petition with the judges of the probate courts:
      (1)  By publishing the notice in a public newspaper having general circulation in each of the counties to be affected by the 
change.

36-4-1.  Filing of petition for removal or change of county site.

Whenever two-fifths of the electors of any county who are qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly, as shown by the 
registration list last made out, shall petition the judge of the probate court for the removal or change of the county site of the county, 
the judge of the probate court shall at once grant an order directing an election be held at the various election precincts in the county 
not less than 40 nor more than 60 days thereafter.  The petition shall state where the new county site is to be located.  Notice of 
the election shall be published weekly for four weeks previous to the day of the election in the newspaper in which the sheriff pub-
lishes his legal notices,  All persons qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly shall be qualified to vote at the election.  
Elections under this Code section shall not occur more often than once in five years.

36-6-14.  Duties of county treasurer.

It is the duty of the county treasurer:
      (12)  To publish at the door of the courthouse and in a public newspaper, if there is one published in the county, a copy of his 
annual statement to the county governing authority.

36-9-3.  Procedure for sale or disposition of county real property generally.

(a)  (1)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section,  the governing  authority of any county disposing of any real property of 
such county shall make all such sales to the highest responsible bidder, either by sealed bids or by auction after due notice has been 
given.  Any such county shall have the right to reject any and all bids or cancel any proposed sale.  The governing authority of the 
county shall cause notice to be published once in the official legal organ of the county or in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
community, not less than 15 days nor more than 60 days preceding the day of the auction or, if the sale is by sealed bids, preceding 
the last day for the receipt of proposals.  The legal notice shall include a legal description of the property to be sold.  If the sale is by 
sealed bids, the notice shall also contain an invitation for proposals and shall state the conditions of the proposed sale, the address at 
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which bid blanks and other written materials connected with the proposed sale may be obtained, and the date, time, and place for the 
opening of bids.  If the sale is by auction, the  notice shall also contain the conditions of the proposed sale and shall state the date, 
time, and place of the proposed sale.  Bids received in connection with a sale by sealed bidding shall be opened in public at the time 
and place stated in the legal notice.  A tabulation of all bids received shall be available for public inspection following the opening of 
all bids.  All such bids shall be retained and kept available for public inspection for a period of not less than 60 days from the date on 
which such bids are opened.
      (2)  This subsection shall not apply to:
           (A)  Redemption of property held by any county under a tax deed; the granting of easements and rights of way; the sale, 
conveyance, or transfer of road rights of way; the sale, transfer, or conveyance to any other body politic; and any sale, transfer, or 
conveyance to a nonprofit corporation in order to effectuate a lease-purchase transaction pursuant to Code Section 36-60-13;
          (B)  Any option to sell or dispose of any real property belonging to any county of this state if that option was granted by 
said county prior to March 17, 1959;
 (C)  The sale of any real property belonging to any county in this state where the proper governing authority  of the county adver-
tised the property for ten consecutive days in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements for the county are published, and 
where the sale was awarded thereafter to the highest and best bidder, in accordance the terms of the advertisement, and an option 
given in accordance with the sale for the purchaser who had deposited a part of the purchase price to pay the balance within 365 
days from the date of the execution of the option, where the sale was awarded and the option granted prior to May 1, 1961; or  
 (D)  The exchange of real property belonging to any county in this state  for other real property where property so acquired by 
exchange shall be of equal or greater value than the property previously belonging to the county; provided, however, that within 
six weeks preceding the closing of any such proposed exchange of real property, a notice of the proposed exchange of real prop-
erty shall be published in the official organ of the county once a week for  four weeks.  The value of both the property belonging to 
the county and that to be acquired through the exchange shall be determined by appraisals and the value so determined shall be 
approved by the proper authorities of said county.
 
(e)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this Code section, where the governing authority has prescribed a system of recreational set-
asides where developers are required to set aside a certain amount of property in each new subdivision for recreational purposes 
and where those recreational set-asides have been conveyed to the county governing authority at no cost to the county, the county 
governing authority  shall have the right to negotiate and consummate a private sale of such property to a homeowners’ association 
representing the majority of property owners in the subdivision where the recreational set-aside property is located, provided that the 
use of the property shall be for recreational purposes for a period of not less than five years from the date of the sale.  Notice of inten-
tion of the county governing authority to make a private sale shall be published once a week for four weeks in the official organ of the 
county.
 
(g)  (1)  As used in this subsection, the term “lake” means an impoundment of water in which at least 1,000 acres of land were to be 
submerged.
 (2)  Notwithstanding any provision of this Code section or any other law to the contrary, whenever any county has acquired prop-
erty for the creation or development of a lake, including but not limited to property the acquisition of which was reasonably necessary 
or incidental to the creation or development of that lake, and the governing authority of such county thereafter determines that all or 
any part of the property or any interest therein is no longer needed for such purposes because of changed conditions that county is 
authorized to dispose of such property or interest therein as provided in this subsection.
  (3) (A) In disposing of property, as authorized under this subsection, the county shall notify the owner of such property at the 
time of its acquisition or, if the tract from which the county acquired its property has been subsequently sold, shall notify the owner 
of abutting land holding title through the owner from whom the county acquired its property. Any notice required pursuant to this 
subparagraph shall be in writing and delivered to the appropriate owner or by publication if such owner’s address is unknown. Such 
owner shall have the right to acquire such property, as provided in this subsection.
      (B) If the original owner of the property at the time of the county’s acquisition of such property is deceased, the original owner’s 
spouse, child, or grandchild shall have the first opportunity to purchase the property which the county is disposing of pursuant to this 
subsection; provided, however, the owner’s child shall have such right only if the owner’s spouse is deceased or has waived his or her 
right to purchase the property, and the owner’s grandchild shall have such right only if both the owner’s spouse and child either are 
deceased or have waived their right to buy the property. If the original owner’s spouse is deceased and the original owner had more 
than one child or grandchild and such children or grandchildren have a right to purchase the property pursuant to this paragraph, then 
such children or grandchildren shall be entitled to purchase the property as tenants in common. The county shall place a notice of 
a sale proposed pursuant to this subparagraph once in the county legal organ. If after 45 days from the date of such publication the 
original owner’s spouse, child, or grandchild has not come forward, or if the tract from which the county acquired its property has been 
subsequently sold, the county shall notify the owner of abutting land holding title through the owner from whom the county acquired 
its property as provided in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph. Publication pursuant to this subparagraph, if necessary, shall be in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county where the property is located.
         (4)  When an entire parcel acquired by the county or any interest therein is being disposed of, it may be acquired  under 
the right created in paragraph (3) of this subsection at such price as may be agreed upon, but in no event less than the price paid for 
its acquisition.  When only remnants or portions of the original acquisition are being disposed of, they may be acquired for the market 
value thereof at the time the county decides the property is no longer needed.
         (5)  If the right of acquisition is not exercised within 60 days after due notice, the county shall proceed to sell such property 
as provided in subsection (a) of this code section.  The county shall thereupon have the right to reject any and all bids, in its discre-
tion, to  readvertise, or to abandon the sale.
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36-10-3.  Contracts for public works- Posting and publication of notice and specifications.

The proper officer shall give notice of the contract to be let, by advertisement in the newspaper wherein the sheriff’s sales are adver-
tised, once a week for four weeks, and by posting a written notice at the courthouse door for a like time, which notice and advertise-
ment shall embrace such details and specifications as will enable the public to know the extent and character of the work to be done 
and the terms and time of payment.  Such officer shall make out complete and minute specifications of the proposed public work.  
Such specifications shall be posted conspicuously in his office and shall be open to the inspection of the public.

36-13-8.  Requirement of notice and hearing prior to enactment of county codes, rules, or regulations.  

Before enacting any of the codes, rules, or regulations permitted in this chapter, the county governing authority shall hold a public 
hearing thereon.  At least 15 days’ notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county.

36-22-4(a.1)  Georgia Land Conservation Trust Fund- public access to annual report.

(a.1)  There is established the Georgia Land Conservation Trust Fund and the Georgia Land Conservation Revolving Loan Fund to 
consist of any moneys paid to the authority under intergovernmental contract for purposes of this chapter, voluntary contributions 
to such funds, any federal moneys deposited in such funds, other moneys acquired for the use of such funds by any fund raising or 
other promotional techniques deemed appropriate by the authority, and all interest thereon.  Moneys which are restricted as to their 
usage, including, but not limited to, restrictions on kinds of projects for which the moneys can be expended or loaned, on the entity 
that can receive grants or loans of such moneys, on the manner in which such moneys can be expended or loaned, and any other 
condition, limitation, or restriction, may nevertheless be deposited in the funds so long asany such restriction does not prevent the 
moneys so deposited from being expended, loaned, or otherwise used in a manner that is consistent with the purposes of this chap-
ter.  All balances in the funds shall be deposited in interest-bearing accounts.  The authority shall administer the funds, shall grant or 
loan moneys held in the funds in furtherance of the purposes of and pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, and shall prepare, by 
June 30 of each year, an accounting of the fnds received and expended from the funds.  The report shall be made available to the 
council, to the members of the General Assembly, and to members of the public on request.

36-22-5.  Notification of Greenspace program development.

Each county becoming eligible to submit a greenspace program under Code Section 36-22-10 may initiate the process of program 
development by the provision of a written notice from the county to the Georgia Green- space Commission.  Such notice shall state 
the date, time, and place for a public meeting at which designated representatives of all local governing bodies and other interested 
persons shall assemble for the purpose of commencing deliberations on the greenspace program development.  The notice shall be 
sent not more than 45 days but not less than 15 days prior to the meeting date and published at those times in the legal organ of the 
county. 

36-35-3.  Amendment of city charters.

(b)  Except as provided in Code Section 36-35-6, a municipal corporation may, as an incident of its home rule power, amend its char-
ter by following either of the following procedures:
 (1)  Municipal charters may be amended by ordinances duly adopted at two regular consecutive meetings of the municipal gov-
erning authority, not less than seven nor more than 60 days apart.  A notice containing a synopsis of the proposed amendment shall 
be published in the official organ of the county of the legal situs of the municipal corporation or in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the municipal corporation once a week for three weeks within a period of 60 days immediately preceding its final adoption.  The 
notice shall state that a copy of the proposed amendment is on file in the office of the clerk or the recording officer of the municipal 
governing authority and in the office of the clerk of the superior court of the county of the legal situs of the municipal corporation for 
the purpose of examination and inspection by the public.
 (2)(A)  Amendments to charters or amendments to or repeals of ordinances, resolutions, or regulations adopted pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this Code section may be initiated by a petition.  The governing authority shall cause a notice of the date of the election 
to be published in the official organ of the county of the legal situs of the municipal corporation or in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the municipal corporation once a week for two weeks immediately preceding such date.  The notice shall also contain a synop-
sis of the proposed amendment or repeal and shall state that a copy thereof is on file in the office of the clerk or the recording officer 
of the municipal governing authority and in the office of the clerk of the superior court of the county of the legal situs of the municipal 
corporation, for the purpose of examination and inspection by the public.

36-35-4.  Authority to fix compensation and benefits for employees and members of governing authority.

(a)  With the exception of the provision of insurance, federal old-age, survivors and disability programs, retirement, hospitalization, 
and workers’ compensation benefits, any action to increase the salary to compensation of the elective members of the municipal gov-
erning authority shall be subject to the following conditions and requirements:
 (1)  Any such increase shall not be effective until after the taking of office of those elected at the next regular municipal election 
which is held immediately following the date on which the action to increase the compensation was taken;
  (2)  Such action shall not be taken during the period of time beginning with the date that candidates for election to membership 
on the municipal governing authority may first qualify as such candidates and ending with the date members of the municipal govern-

Page 124



ing authority take office following their election; and
  (3)  Such action shall not be taken until notice of intent to take the action has been published in a newspaper of general circula-
tion designated as the legal organ in the county and in the municipal corporation at least once a week for three consecutive weeks 
immediately preceding the week during which the action is taken.

36-35-5.  Filing of city charter amendments or revisions.

No amendment or revision of any charter made pursuant to this chapter shall become effective until a copy of the amendment or revi-
sion, a copy of the required notice of publication, and an affidavit of a duly authorized representative of the newspaper in which the 
notice was published, to the effect that the notice has been published as provided in this chapter, has been filed with the Secretary of 
State and in the office of the clerk of the superior court of the county of the legal situs of the municipal corporation.  The Secretary of 
State shall provide for the publication and distribution of all such amendments and revisions at least annually.

36-36-3 (e).  Annexation reports

(e) The Department of Community Affairs shall maintain the annexation reports submitted to it pursuant to this Code section for two 
years. Annexation reports shall be subject to disclosure and inspection under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 while maintained 
in the possession of the Department of Community Affairs. Two years after receipt of an annexation report from a municipality, the 
Department of Community Affairs shall transfer possession of such report to the Division of Archives and History for permanent reten-
tion.

36-36-11 (c) (4).

(4) If the objections are not resolved by the end of the 28 day period, the municipal governing authority or the county governing 
authority may, no later than seven calendar days after the conclusion of such 28 day period, request review by a citizen review panel. 
The citizen review panel shall be an independent body comprised of one resident of the municipal corporation appointed by the 
municipal governing authority, one resident of the county appointed by the county governing authority, and one nonresident of the 
county who is a land use planning professional mutually selected by the municipal and county appointees to the citizen review panel. 
No elected or appointed officials or employees, contractors, or vendors of a municipality or county may serve on the citizen review 
panel. If a request for review by a citizen review panel is made, the mediator shall make arrangements to appear personally at the 
first meeting of the panel and brief the panel members regarding the objections and proposed mitigating measures or provide a writ-
ten presentation of such objections and proposed mitigating measures to the panel members on or before the date of such first meet-
ing, whichever the mediator deems appropriate. The citizen review panel shall meet at least once but may conduct as many meetings 
as necessary to complete its review within a 21 calendar day period. All meetings of the citizen review panel shall be open to the 
public pursuant to Chapter 14 of Title 50. Within 21 calendar days of the request for review, the citizen review panel shall complete its 
review of the evidence submitted by the county and the municipality concerning the objections and proposed mitigating measures and 
shall issue its own recommendations.

36-36-35 (d).  Annexation; prehearing report.

(d)  The report required in subsection (a) of this Code section shall be prepared and made available to the public at least 14 days 
prior to the public hearing required by Code Section 36-36-36.

36-36-36. Annexation hearing.

(a)  The municipal governing body shall hold a public hearing on any application which has been determined to meet the requirements 
of this article.  The hearing shall be held not less than 15 nor more 45 days from the time the  governing body makes a determination 
that the petition is valid.  Notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given in writing to the persons presenting the application 
and shall be advertised once a week for two consecutive weeks immediately preceding the hearing in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the municipal corporation and in the area proposed for annexation.

(b)  At the public hearing all persons resident or owning property in the municipal corporation or in the area proposed for annexation 
may be heard on the question of the annexation of the area by the municipal corporation.  

36-36-47.  Conduct of public hearing upon questions of annexation.

(a)  Any municipal governing body desiring to annex territory pursuant to this article shall first pass a resolution stating the intent of 
the municipal corporation to consider annexation.  The resolution shall describe the boundaries of the area under consideration and 
fix a date for a public hearing on the question of annexation.  The date for the public hearing shall be not less than 30 days and not 
more than 60 days following passage of the resolution.  The notice of the public hearing shall 
      (1) fix the date, hour, and place of a public hearing, 
      (2)  describe clearly the boundaries of the area under consideration, and 
      (3)  state that the report required in Code Section 36-36-46 will be available at the office of the municipal clerk at least 14 
days prior to the date of the public hearing.  The notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper having general circulation in the 
municipality once a week for three successive weeks prior to the date of the hearing.  The date of the last publication shall be not 
more than seven days preceding the date of public hearing.  If there is no such newspaper, the municipal corporation shall post the 
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notice in at least three public places within the municipality and in at least three public places in the area to be annexed for 30 days 
prior to the date of public hearing.

36-36-57.  Annexation hearing.

(a) Any municipal governing body  desiring to annex territory pursuant to this article shall first pass a resolution stating the intent of 
the municipal corporation to consider annexation.  The resolution shall describe the boundaries of the area under consideration and 
fix a date for a public hearing on the question of annexation.  The date for the public hearing shall be not less than 30 days and not 
more than 60 days following passage of the resolution.  The notice of the public hearing shall (1) fix the date, hour, and place of a 
public hearing, (2) describe clearly the boundaries of the area under consideration, and (3) state  that the report required in Code 
Section 36-36-56 will be available at the office of the municipal clerk at least 14 days prior to the date of the public hearing.  The 
notice shall be given by publication in a newspaper having general circulation in the municipality once a week for three successive 
weeks prior to the date of the hearing.  The date of the last publication shall be not more than seven days preceding the date of public 
hearing.  If there is no such newspaper, the municipal corporation shall post the notice in at least three public places within the munic-
ipality and in at least three public places in the area to be annexed  for 30 days prior to  the date of the public hearing.
 
(b)  At least 14 days before the date of the public hearing, the governing body shall approve the report provided for in code Section 
36-36-56 and shall make it available to the public at the office of the municipal clerk.  In addition, the municipal corporation may pre-
pare a summary of the full report for public distribution.

36-37-6.  Lake property disposal by municipality; publication of notice: Disposition of Property by Municipal Corporations.

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in subsections (b) through (i) of this Code section, the governing authority of any municipal corpo-
ration disposing of any real or personal property of such municipal corporation shall make all such sales to the highest responsible 
bidder, either by sealed bids or by auction after due notice has been given.  Any such municipal corporation shall have the right to 
reject any and all bids or to cancel any proposed sale.  The governing authority of the municipal corporation shall cause notice to be 
published once in the official legal organ of the county in which the municipality is located or in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the community, not less than 15 days nor more than 60 days preceding the day of the auction or, if the sale is by sealed bids, preced-
ing the last day for the receipt of proposals.  The legal notice shall include a general description of the property to be sold if the prop-
erty to sold if the property is personal property or a legal description of the property to be sold if the property is real property.  If the 
sale is by sealed bids, the notice shall also contain an invitation for proposals and shall state the conditions of the proposed sale, the 
address at which bid blanks and other written materials connected with the proposed sale may be obtained, and the date, time, and 
place for the opening of bids.  If the sale is by auction, the notice shall also contain the conditions of the proposed sale and shall state 
the date , times, and place of the proposed sale.  Bids received in connection with a sale by sealed bidding shall be opened in public 
at the time and place stated in the legal notice.  A tabulation of all bids received shall be available for public inspection following the 
opening of all bids.  All such bids shall be retained and kept available for public inspection for a period of not less than 60 days from 
the date on which such  bids are opened.  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any transactions authorized in subsec-
tions (b) through (i) of this Code section.
 
(c)  Nothing in this Code section shall prevent a municipal corporation from trading or exchanging real property belonging to the 
municipal corporation for other real property where the property so acquired by exchange shall be of equal or greater value than the 
property previously belonging to the municipal corporation; provided, however, that within six weeks preceding the closing of any such 
proposed exchange or real property, a notice of the proposed exchange or real property shall be published in the official organ of the 
municipal corporation once a week for four weeks.  The value of both the property belonging to the municipal corporation and that to 
be acquired through the exchange shall be determined by appraisals and the value so determined shall be approved by the proper 
authorities of said municipal corporation.
 (i) (1)  As used in this subsection, the term “lake” means an impoundment of water in which at least 1,000 acres of land were to 
be submerged.
      (2)  Notwithstanding any provision of this Code section or any other law to the contrary, whenever any municipality has 
acquired property for the creation or development of a lake, including but not limited to property the acquisition of which was reason-
ably necessary or incidental to the creation or development of that lake, and the governing authority of such municipality thereafter 
determines that all or any part of the property or any interest therein is no longer needed for such purposes because of changed con-
ditions, that municipality is authorized to dispose of such property or interest therein as provided in this subsection.
         (3)  In disposing of property, as authorized under this subsection, the municipality shall notify the owner of such property at 
the time of its acquisition or, if the tract from which the municipality acquired its property has been subsequently sold, shall notify the 
owner of abutting land holding title through the owner from whom the municipality acquired its property.  The notice shall be in writ-
ing delivered to the appropriate owner or by publication if such owner’s address is unknown; and such owner shall have the right to 
acquire, as provided in this subsection, the property with respect to which the notice is given.  Publication, if necessary,  shall be in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the municipality where the property is located.
           (4)  When an entire parcel acquired by the municipality or any interest therein is being disposed of, it may be acquired 
under the right created in paragraph (3) of this subsection at such price as may be agreed upon, but  not less than price paid for its 
acquisition.  When only remnants or portions of the original acquisition are being disposed  of, they may be acquired for the market 
value thereof at the time the municipality decides the property is no longer needed.
         (5)  If the right of acquisition is not exercised within 60 days after due notice, the municipality shall proceed to sell such 
property as provided in subsection (a) of this Code section.  The municipality shall thereupon have the right to reject any and all bids 
in its discretion, to readvertise, or to abandon the sale written materials connected with the proposed sale may be obtained, and the 
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date, time, and place for the opening of bids.  If the sale is by auction, the notice shall also contain the conditions of the proposed 
sale and shall state the date, time, and place of the proposed sale.  Bids received in connection with a sale by sealed bidding shall be 
opened in public at the time and place stated in the legal notice.  A tabulation of all bids received shall be available for public inspec-
tion following the opening of all bids.  All such bids shall be retained and kept available for public inspection for a period of not less 
than 60 days from the date on which such bids are opened.

36-37-6 (h)(3).  Disposal of Municipal Property

(3) In disposing of property, as authorized under this subsection, the municipality shall notify the owner of such property at the time 
of its acquisition or, if the tract from which the municipality acquired its property has been subsequently sold, shall notify the owner of 
abutting land holding title through the owner from whom the municipality acquired its property. The notice shall be in writing delivered 
to the appropriate owner or by publication if such owner’s address is unknown; and such owner shall have the right to acquire, as 
provided in this subsection, the property with respect to which the notice is given. Publication, if necessary, shall be in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the municipality where the property is located.

36-37-8.  Sale, lease, or other disposition of city public utility plants or properties.

Notice of intention to make such sale, lease, or other disposition of a municipal waterworks or electric or gas plant, setting out the 
price and other general terms and conditions of the proposed sale, lease, or disposition, shall be given by publication once a week 
for three consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in the municipality and, if no newspaper is published in the municipality, 
then in some newspaper published in the county in which the municipality is located and, if there is no such newspaper, then in some 
newspaper having a general circulation in the municipality.

36-39-3.  Procedure for making of city improvements generally.

 (a) A local governing authority may exercise its powers granted by this chapter after holding a public hearing for the purpose of 
discussing the use of districts as a tool for financing services and infrastructure and approving a resolution or ordinance that autho-
rizes the local government to create and regulate districts as provided under this chapter. Such local governing authority shall hold a 
minimum of two public hearings for discussion purposes; however, the vote to approve a resolution or ordinance authorizing the local 
governing authority to create and regulate districts shall be held no more than 90 days following the last public hearing held to discuss 
the use of districts as a financing tool.

36-39-9.  Contents of resolution where work to be performed by municipal corporation.

As an alternative to contracting for the improvement, the governing body shall have the right, at its option and in its discretion, to 
provide that the work necessary in making the improvement shall be done by the municipal corporation itself.  In such event, the 
municipal corporation shall procure all materials, provide the machinery and equipment, and do all of the work necessary in mak-
ing such improvement.  If the governing body determines that the municipal corporation shall itself do the work necessary in making 
the improvement, the resolution expressing the determination of the governing body to proceed with the improvement shall so state; 
and such resolution shall fix a time and place at which the owners of the property affected by the proposed improvement shall have 
the right to file objections thereto.  Notice of the resolution and of the intention of the governing body to cause the work to be done 
by the municipal corporation shall be published in at least six consecutive issues of a daily paper having a general circulation in the 
municipal corporation or once a week for two weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements for the county in which the 
municipal corporation is situated are published.  The notice shall set out the time and place at which objections may be filed, which 
time shall be not less than ten days following the last publication of the notice.

36-39-10.  Publication and contents of notice of city contract proposals.
The notice of the proposals specified in code Section 36-39-8 shall be published in at least six consecutive issues of a daily paper 
or at least two issues of a weekly paper having a general circulation in the municipal corporation.  The notice shall state the street or 
streets to be improved, the kinds of improvements proposed, what bond or bonds will be required to be executed by the contractor, 
the time when and the place where the sealed proposals shall be filed, and when and where the same will be considered by the gov-
erning body.

36-39-14.  Notice and conduct of hearing upon board of appraisers’ report.

When the report of the appraisers has been returned and filed, the governing body shall appoint a time for the holding of a session 
or shall designate a regular meeting of its body for the hearing of any complaints or objections that may be made by any interested 
person concerning the appraisal, apportionment, and assessment.  Notice of such session for the hearing shall be published by the 
clerk of the governing body once a week for two weeks in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipal corporation.  The 
notice shall provide for an inspection of the return by any property owner or other party interested in such return.

36-39-19.  Publication and contents of notice of due date of city assessment; effect of failure to publish notice.

It shall be the duty of the treasurer, not less than 30 days and not more than 50 days before the maturity of any installment of the 
assessments, to publish at least one time, in a newspaper having a general circulation in the municipal corporation, a notice advis-
ing the owner of the property affected by the assessment of the date when such installment and interest will be due, designating the 
street or streets or other public places for the improvement of which such assessments have been levied and stating that, unless the 
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installment and interest are promptly paid, proceedings will be taken to collect such installment and interest.  In lieu of the publication, 
the treasurer  may mail the notice within the time limits aforesaid to the owners of record of the property affected, at their last known 
address.  The failure of the treasurer or clerk to publish or mail the notice of maturity of any installment of the assessment and interest 
shall in no wise affect the validity of the assessment and interest and the execution issued therefore.

36-43-5.  Manner of adoption of city district plan.

  (3)  The governing authority shall hold a public hearing  on the issue of whether such district should be created, provided that notice 
of the hearing shall be placed in a newspaper of general circulation in the community at least ten days prior to the date of the hearing.  
The governing authority may approve, with modifications, or disapprove the plan.

36-44-7(b)-(d).  Advertising of redevelopment plans and hearings.

(b) When a proposed redevelopment plan is prepared, it shall be submitted by the redevelopment agency to the local legislative body. 
Within the 60 day period after the plan is submitted, the local legislative body shall hold at least one public hearing on the proposed 
redevelopment plan. The local legislative body shall cause the time, date, place, and purpose of each such public hearing to be 
advertised in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the area of operation of the political subdivision at least once dur-
ing a period of five days immediately preceding the date of each public hearing.
(c) Within 45 days after completing the public hearings required by subsection (b) of this Code section, the local legislative body of 
the political subdivision shall schedule and hold a meeting of the local legislative body for the purpose of considering the approval of 
the redevelopment plan. The local legislative body shall cause the date, time, place, and purpose of such meeting to be advertised 
in one or more newspapers of general circulation within the area of operation of the political subdivision at least once during a period 
of five days immediately preceding the date of such meeting. At such meeting the redevelopment plan shall be approved as submit-
ted, amended and approved, or rejected and returned to the redevelopment agency for further consideration. Any redevelopment plan 
rejected by the local legislative body shall be returned to the redevelopment agency and shall be subject to the public hearing require-
ments of subsection (b) of this Code section if it is again submitted to the local legislative body for approval, either in the same or 
amended form.
(d) Once approved by the local legislative body, a redevelopment plan may be amended only by the local legislative body of the politi-
cal subdivision. The local legislative body shall cause the date, time, place, and purpose of any meeting of the local legislative body at 
which an amendment to a redevelopment plan is to be considered to be advertised in the same manner as prescribed by subsection 
(c) of this Code section for a meeting to consider the adoption of a redevelopment plan.

36-44-14(k).  Advertising bond validation hearings.
(k) In lieu of specifying the rate or raes of intereste which tax allocation bonds to be issued by a local legislative body are to bear, the 
notice to the district attorney or the Attorney General, the notice to the public of the time, place, and date of the validation hearing, 
and the petition and complaint for validation may state that the bonds when issued will bear interest at a rate not exceeding maximum 
per annum rate of interest for different maturity dates, none of such rates will exceed the maximum rate so specified, which rate may 
be fixed or may fluctuate or otherwise change from time to time; provided, however, that mothing in this Code section shall be con-
strued as prohibiting or restricting the right of a local legislative body to sell such tax allocation bonds at a discount, even if in doing so 
the effective interest cost resulting therefrom would exceed the maximum per annum interest rate specified in such notices and in the 
petition and complaint.

36-60-13(g).  Advertisement of multi-year contracts.

(g)  No contract developed and executed pursuant to this Code section with respect to the acquisition of real property may be deliv-
ered unless a public hearing has been held by the county or municipality after two weeks’ notice published in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the county or municipality.
36-61-7.  Preparation of urban redevelopment plan.

(c)  The local governing body of the municipality or county shall hold or shall cause some agency of the municipality or county to hold 
a public hearing on an urban redevelopment plan or a substantial modification of an approved urban redevelopment plan, after public 
notice thereof by publication in a newspaper having a general circulation in the area of operation of the municipality or county.  The 
notice shall describe the time, date, place, and purpose of the hearing, shall generally identify the urban redevelopment area covered 
by the plan, and shall outline the general scope of the urban redevelopment project under consideration.

36-61-18.  Urban redevelopment agency.

(e)  The mayor or the board of commissioners or other governing body of the county shall designate a chairman and vice-chairman 
from among the commissioners.  An agency may employ an executive director, technical experts, and such other agents and employ-
ees, permanent and temporary, as it may require and may determine their qualifications, duties, and compensation.  For such legal 
service as it may require, an agency may employ or retain its own counsel and legal staff.  An agency authorized to transact business 
and exercise powers under this chapter shall file with the local governing body, on or before March 31 of each year, a report of its 
activities for the preceding calendar year, which report shall include a complete financial statement setting forth its assets, liabilities, 
income, and operating expense as of the end of such calendar year.  At the time of filing the report, the agency shall publish in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the community a notice to the effect that such report has been filed with the municipality or county 
and that the report is available for inspection during business hours in the office of the city or county clerk and in the office of the 
agency.
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36-66-4.  Hearings on proposed local government zoning decisions.

(a)  A local government taking action resulting in a zoning decision shall provide for a hearing on the proposed action.  At least 15 but 
not more than 45 days prior to the date of the hearing, the local government shall cause to be published within a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation within the territorial boundaries of the local government a notice of the hearing.  The notice shall state the time, place, 
and purpose of the hearing.

36-66-4(d)(3).  Advertisement of zoning hearing - annexed property.

 (3)  In addition to the other notice requirements of this code section, the municipality shall cause to be published within a news-
paper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of the county wherein the property to be annexed is located a notice of the 
hearing as required under the provisions of subsection 9(a) or (b), as applicable, of this Code section and shall place a sign on the 
property when required by subsection (b) of this Code section.

36-66-4(f).  Advertisement of zoning hearing - rehabilitation centers and halfway houses.

(f)  When a proposed zoning decision relates to or will allow the location or relocation of a halfway house, drug rehabilitation center, 
or other facility for treatment of drug dependency, a public hearing shall be held on the proposed action.  Such public hearing shall be 
held at least six months and not more than nine months prior to the date of final action on the zoning decision.  The hearing required 
by this subsection shall be in addition to any hearing required under subsection (a) of this Code section.  The local government shall 
give notice of such hearing by:
 (1)  Posting notice on the affected premises in the manner prescribed by subsection (b) of this Code section; and
 (2)  Publishing in a newspaper of general circulation within the territorial boundaries of the local government a notice of the hear-
ing at least 15 days and not more than 45 days prior to the date of the hearing.

Both the posted notice and the published notice shall include a prominent statement that the proposed zoning decision relates to or 
will allow the location or relocation of a halfway house, drug rehabilitation center, or other facility for treatment of drug dependency.  
The published notice shall be at least six column inches in size and shall not be located in the classified advertising section of the 
newspaper.

36-66-6 (a) Land development near military installation - zoning hearings.
(a)  In any local government which has established a planning department or other similar agency charged with the duty of reviewing 
zoning proposals, such planning department or other agency shall with respect to each proposed zoning decision involving land that is 
adjacent to or within 3,000 feet of any military base or military installation or within the 3,000 foot Clear zone and Accident Prevention 
Zones Numbers I and II as prescribed in the definition of an Air Installation Compatible Use Zone of a military airport investigate and 
make a recommendation with respect to each of the matters enumerated in subsection (b) of this Code section, in addition to any 
other duties with which the planning department or agency is charged by the local government. The planning department or other 
agency shall request from the commander of such military base, military installation, or military airport a written recommendation and 
supporting facts relating to the use of the land being considered in the proposed zoning decision at least 30 days prior to the hearing 
required by sunsection (a) of Code Section 36-66-4. If the base commander does not submit a response to such request by the date 
of the public hearing, there shall be a presumption that the proposed zoning decision will not have any adverse effect relative to the 
matters specified in subsection (b) of this Code section. Any such information provided shall become a part of the public record.

36-67-4.  Zoning, planning commission hearing.

(a)  In any local government which has established a planning commission or other similar body charged with the duty of making rec-
ommendations with respect to zoning proposals, such planning commission or other body shall with respect to each zoning proposal 
investigate and make a recommendation with respect to each of the matters enumerated in code Section 36-67-3, as well as carrying 
out any other duties with which such planning commission or other body is charged by the local government.  The planning commis-
sion or other body shall make a written record of its investigation and recommendations, and this record shall be a public record.

36-70-25.1(c).  Service Delivery Strategies-public record of unsuccessful dispute resolution.

(c)  If a county and the affected municipalities in the county are unable to reach an agreement on the strategy prior to the imposition 
of the sanctions provided in Code Section 36-70-27, a means for facilitating an agreement  through some form of alternative dispute 
resolution shall be employed.  Where the alternative dispute resolution action is unsuccessful, the neutral party or parties shall pre-
pare a report which shall be provided to each governing authority and made a public record.  The cost of alternative dispute resolution 
authorized by this subsection shall be shared by the parties to the dispute pro rata based on each party’s population according to the 
most recent United States decennial census.  The county’s share shall be based upon the unincorporated population of the county. 

36-72-7 (a).  Notice from Local Government to Disturb Burial Grounds.

Within 15 days after it is satisfied that all reasonable effort has been made to notify descendants, as provided in Code Section 
36-72-6, and following receipt of the recommendations of a board or commission created pursuant to Code Section 36-72-9, and fol-
lowing receipt of the recommendations of a board or commission created pursuant to Code Section 36-72-9, the governing authority 
shall schedule a public hearing at which any interested party or citizen may appear and be given an opportunity to be heard.  In addi-
tion to the notice required in Code Section 36-72-6, notice of the public hearing shall be advertised in the legal organ of the jurisdic-
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tion once a week for the two consecutive weeks immediately preceding the week in  which any such hearing is held.

36-73-2.  Notice and hearing for regional contracts by local governments.

A county or municipality which proposes to enter into a contract under Article IX, Section IV, Paragraph IV of the Constitution shall, 
prior to entering into such contract, conduct at least one public hearing with respect to such proposed contract.  Notice of such public 
hearing shall be given by a prominent advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation within the county or municipality.  The par-
ties proposing to enter into a contract may agree to conduct a joint public hearing in lieu of separate public hearings by each party.  
The notice of public hearing required in the case of a municipality may be combined with a notice of public hearing for the county 
within which the municipality is located.

36-74-7(a).  Local Government code enforcement boards-proceeding open to the public.

(a)  Upon request of the code inspector, or at such times as may be necessary, the chairperson of an enforcement board may call a 
hearing of an enforcement board; a hearing also may be called by written notice signed by at least three members of a seven-mem-
ber enforcement board or signed by at least two members of a five-member enforcement board.  Minutes shall be kept of all hearings 
by each enforcement board, and all hearings and proceedings shall be open to the public.  The local governing body may provide or 
assign clerical and administrative personnel to assist the enforcement board in the proper performance of its duties.

36-74-7(d). Local government code enforcement boards-public records.

(d)  At the conclusion of the hearing, the enforcement board shall issue findings of fact, based on evidence of record and conclusions 
of law, and shall issue an order affording the proper relief consistent with powers granted in this chapter.  The findings and conclu-
sions shall be motion approved by a majority of those members present and voting, except that at least four members of a seven-
member enforcement board, or three members of a five-member enforcement board, or two members of a three-member enforcement 
board, must vote in order for the action to be official.  The order may include a notice that it must be compiled with by a specified date 
and that a fine mat be imposed if the order is not compiled with by said date.  A certified copy of such order may be recorded in the 
public records of the county and shall constitute notice to any subsequent purchasers, successors in interest, or assigns if the viola-
tion concerns real property, and the findings therein shall be binding upon the violator and, if the violation concerns real property, any 
subsequent purchasers, successors in interest, or assigns.  If an order is recorded in the public records pursuant to this subsection 
and the order is compiled with by the date specified in the order, the enforcement board shall issue an order acknowledging compli-
ance that shall be recorded in the public records.  A hearing is not required to issue such an order acknowledging compliance.

36-74-11(b).  Enforcement Board-notice of alleged violation.

(b)  In addition to providing notice as set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section, at the option of the code enforcement board, 
notice may also be served by publication or posting, as follows:

 (1)  Notice may be published once during each week for four consecutive weeks ( four publications being sufficient) in the news-
paper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are printed in the county where the code enforcement board is located.  Proof of public-
aion shall be made by affidavit of a duly authorized representative of the newspaper;

 (2)  If there is no newspaper of general circulation in the county where the code enforcement board is located, three copies of 
such notice shall be posted for at least 28 days in three different and conspicuous places in such county, one of which shall be at the  
front door of the courthouse in said county.  Proof of posting shall be by affidavit of the person posting the notice, which affidavit  
shall include a copy of the notice posted and the date and places of its posting; or  
 
 (3)   Notice by publication or posting may run concurrently with, or may  follow, an attempt or attempts to provide notice by hand 
delivery or by mail as required under subsection (a) of this Code section.  Evidence that an attempt has been made to hand deliver or 
mail notice as provided in subsection (a) of this Code section, together with proof of publication or posting as provided in subsection
  (b) of this Code section, shall be sufficient to show that the notice requirements of this Code section have been met, without 
regard to whether or not the alleged violator actually received such notice.

36-74-29(b) (1-2) Zoning Enforcement Boards - notice requirements; form of notice

(b) In addition to providing notice as set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section, at the option of the code enforcement board, 
notice may also be served by publication or posting, as follows:
 (1)   Notice may be published once during each week for four consecutive weeks (four publications being sufficient) in the news-
paper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are printed in the county where the code enforcement board is located. Proof of publica-
tion shall be made by affidavit of a duly authorized representative of the newspaper;
 (2)   If there is no newspaper of general circulation in the county where the code enforcement board is located, three copies of 
such notice shall be posted for at least 28 days in three different and conspicuous places in such county, one of which shall be at the 
front door of the courthouse in said county.

36-74-44 Enforcement Board Hearings - open meetings

Upon request of the code inspector, or at such other times as may be necessary, the chairperson of an enforcement board may call a 
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hearing of an enforcement board; a hearing also may be called by written notice signed by at least three members of a seven-mem-
ber enforcement board, and all hearings and proceedings shall be open to the public.

36-74-49(b)(1-3) Code Enforcement Boards - notice/ form of notice

(b) In addition to providing notice as set forth in subsection (a) of this Code section, at the option of the code enforcement board, 
notice may also be servied by publication or posting, as follows:
 (1)   Notice may be published once during each week for four consecutive weeks (four publications being sufficient) in the news-
paper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are printed in the county where the code enforcemetn board is located. Proof of publica-
tion shall be made by affidavit of a duly authorized representative of the newspaper;
 (2)   If there is no newspaper of general circulation in the county where the code enforcement board is located, three copies of 
such notice shall be posted for at least 28 days in three different and conspicuous places in such county, one of which shall be at the 
front door of the courthouse in said county. Proof of posting shall be by affidavit of the person posting the notice, which affidavit shall 
include a copy of the notice posted and the date and places of its posting; or
 (3)   Notice by publication or postin may run concurrently with, or may follow, and attempt or attempts to provide notice by hand 
delivery, mail, or statutory overnight delivery as required under subnsection (a) of the Code section.

36-80-11.  Notice of election for authorization of unbonded debt.

The officers charged with levying taxes, contracting debts, and the like for the county, municipality, or political subdivision shall give 
notice, for a period of 30 days next preceding the day of the election, in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements for the coun-
ty are published, notifying the qualified voters that on the day named an election will be held to determine whether the debt desired 
or proposed to be incurred shall be incurred by the county, municipality, or political subdivision.  The notice shall specify the amount 
of the debt to be incurred, the purpose for which it is to be incurred, the amount of the debt to be paid annually or at shorter periods, 
the terms of the contract under which the debt is to be incurred, and the wording of the ballots to be used in the election for or against 
incurring the debt.

36-80-21.   Budget and Audit Disclosure Website

(b) Each local government shall post the information required by this Code section to the website for each fiscal year beginning on 
and after January 1, 2011.
(c) As soon as a local government has adopted, by ordinance or resolution, a final budget for an upcoming fiscal year, a copy of the 
budget shall be electronically transmitted in a Portable Document Format (PDF) file to the Vinson Institute and posted on the website 
by the Vinson Institute as soon as practicable. In no event shall the PDF copy of the budget be transmitted to the Vinson Institute 
more than 30 calendar days following the adoption of the budget ordinance or resolution.
(d) After the close of a fiscal year, a copy of the audit of each local government shall be electronically transmitted in a Portable 
Document Format (PDF) file to the Vinson Institute and posted on the website by the Vinson Institute as soon as practicable. The 
PDF copy of the audit of a county, municipality, or consolidated government shall be transmitted to the Vinson Institute concurrent with 
submission of the audit to the state auditor as required by subsection (d) of Code Section 36-81-7. The audit of a school district shall 
be transmitted to the Vinson Institute concurrent with submission of the audit to the State Board of Education as required by rule and 
regulation of the State Board of Education.

36-81-5.  Preparation of proposed budget.

(d)  On the day that the proposed budget is submitted to the governing authority for consideration, a copy of the budget shall be 
placed in a public location which is convenient to the residents of the unit of local government.  The governing authority shall make 
every effort to provide convenient access to the residents during reasonable business hours so as to accord every opportunity to the 
public to review the budget prior to adoption by the governing authority.  A copy of the budget shall also be made available, upon 
request, to the news media.

(e)  A statement advising the residents of the local unit of government of the availability of the proposed budget shall be published in 
a newspaper of general circulation within the jurisdiction of the governing authority.  The notice shall be published during the week in 
which the proposed budget is submitted to the governing authority.  In addition, the statement shall also advise the residents that a 
public hearing will be held at which time any persons wishing to be heard on the budget may appear.  The statement shall be a promi-
nently displayed advertisement or news article and shall not be placed in that section of the newspaper where legal notices appear.

(f)  At least one week prior to the meeting of the governing authority at which adoption of the budget ordinance or resolution will be 
considered, the governing authority shall conduct a public hearing, at which time any persons wishing to be heard on the budget may 
appear.

(g)(1)  The governing authority shall give notice of the time and place of the budget hearing required by subsection (f) of this Code 
section at least one week before the budget hearing is held.  The notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation with-
in the jurisdiction of the governing authority.  The statement shall be a prominently displayed advertisement or news article and shall 
not be placed in that section of the newspaper where legal notices appear.
 (2)  The notice required by paragraph (1) of this subsection may be included in the statement published pursuant to subsection 
(e) of this Code section in lieu of separate publication of the notice.
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(h)  Nothing in this Code section shall be deemed to preclude the conduct of further budget hearings if the governing body deems 
such hearings necessary and complies with the requirements of subsection (e) of this Code section.

36-81-6.  Preparation of proposed budget.

(a)  On a date after the conclusion of the hearing required in subsection (f) of Code Section 36-81-5, the governing authority shall 
adopt a budget ordinance or resolution making appropriations in such sums as the governing authority may deem sufficient, whether 
greater or less than the sums presented in the proposed budget.  The budget ordinance or resolution shall be adopted at a public 
meeting which shall be advertised in accordance with the procedures set forth in subsection 9e) of Code Section 36-81-5 at least one 
week prior to the meeting.

(b)  The budget may be prepared in any form that the governing authority deems most efficient in enabling it to make the fiscal policy 
decisions embodied in the budget, but such budget shall be subject to the provisions of this article.

36-81-7.  Requirement of audits.

(e)  A copy of the report and of any comments made by the state auditor pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of this Code 
section shall be maintained as a public record for public inspection during the regular working hours at the principal office of the local 
government.  Those units of local government not having a principal office shall provide a notification to the public as to the location of 
and times during which the public may inspect the report.

(f)  Upon a failure, refusal, or neglect to have an annual audit made, or a failure to file a copy of the annual audit report with the state 
auditor, or a failure to correct auditing deficiencies noted by the state auditor, the state auditor shall cause a prominent notice to be 
published in the legal organ of, and any other newspapers  of general circulation within, the unit of local government.  Such notice 
shall be a prominently displayed advertisement or news article and shall not be placed in that section of the newspaper where legal 
notices appear.  Such notice shall be published twice and shall state that the governing authority of the unit of local government has 
failed or refused, as the case may be, to file an audit report or to correct auditing deficiencies, as the case may be, for the fiscal year 
or years in question.  Such notice shall further state that such failure or refusal is in violation of state law.

36-82-1.  Procedure for authorization of bonded debts.

(b)  The officers charged with levying taxes, contracting debts, and the like for the county, municipal corporation, or political subdivi-
sion shall give notice for not less than 30 days immediately preceding the day of the election in the newspaper in which sheriff’s 
advertisements for the county are published, notifying the qualified voters that on the day named an election will be held to determine 
the question of whether bonds shall be issued by the county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision.  The notice shall specify 
the principal amount of the bonds to be issued, the purpose for which the bonds are issued, the interest rate or rates which such 
bonds are to bear, and the amount of principal to be paid  in each year during the life of the bonds.

(d)  Every legal advertisement of a bond election shall contain a reference that any brochures, listings, or other advertisements issued 
by the governing body of any county, municipality, or other political subdivision of this state or by any other person, firm, corporation, 
or association with the knowledge and consent of the governing body of such county, municipality, or other political subdivision of this 
state shall be deemed to be a statement of intention of the governing body of such county, municipality, or other political subdivision 
of this state in the expendure of any such bond funds or interest received from such bond funds which have been invested, unless 
the governing body of such county, municipality, or other political subdivision of this state uses such bond funds for the retirement of 
bonded indebtedness, in the manner provided for in this Code section.  Any meetings of any governing bodies at which any bond fund 
allocation is made shall be open to the public.  Such meetings shall be announced to the news media in advance and shall be open 
to the news media.

36-82-4.1.  Counties having population of 250,000 to 400,000 - Advertisement of bond elections.

(a)  In addition to the requirements of Code Section 36-82-1 through 36-82-4 governing elections for the issuance of bonds, in all 
counties of this state having a population of not less than 250,000 nor more than 400,000 according to the United States decennial 
census of 1980 or any future such census, every legal advertisement of a bond election shall contain a reference that any brochures, 
listings, or other advertisements issued by the governing body in such counties, or by any other person, firm, corporation, or associa-
tion with the knowledge and consent of the governing body, shall be deemed to be a statement of intention of the governing body 
concerning the use of the bond funds; and such statement of intention shall be binding on the governing body and shall limit the 
expenditure of any such bond funds to the purpose specified in such statement of intention, unless the governing body uses such 
bond funds for the retirement of bonded indebtedness in the manner provided by subsection (b) of this Code section.  Such statement 
of intention shall also be set forth in the resolution pursuant to which such bonds are issued.
36-82-6.  Destruction of unsold bonds.

(a)  The governing authorities of the county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision shall publish a notice, once a week for four 
consecutive weeks, in the newspaper in which county advertisements are usually published in the county or in the county in which the 
municipal corporation or political subdivision is located.  The notice shall indicate that the unsold bonds will be destroyed at the time 
and at the place in the county, municipal corporation, or political subdivision stated in the notice.
 
36-82-22.  Notice of superior court hearing on bond validation.

Prior to the hearing provided for in Code Section 36-82-21, the clerk of the superior court of the county in which the hearing is to be 
Page 132



held shall publish in a newspaper, once during each of the two successive weeks immediately preceding the week in which the hear-
ing is to be held, a notice to the public that on the day specified in the order providing for the hearing the same will be heard.  Such 
newspaper shall be the official organ of the county in which the sheriff’s advertisements appear.

36-82-76.  Proceedings for validation of revenue bonds.

Prior to the hearing of the case, the clerk of the superior court of the county in which it is to be heard shall publish, once during each 
of the two successive weeks immediately preceding the week in which the hearing is to be held, a notice to the public that on the day 
specified in the order providing for the hearing of the case the same will be heard.  Such publication shall be in the newspaper which 
is the official organ of the county in which the sheriff’s advertisements appear.
36-82-185.  (Effective January 1, 1988)  Application for notice of bond allocation.

(b)  Applicants shall be filed on such forms as the commissioner shall require.  Each application shall be accompanied by the follow-
ing:
      (2)  An affidavit, or copy thereof, of the publisher of the newspaper or newspapers in which the notice of the public hearing 
required by Section 147(f) of the Federal Code was published, demonstrating that notice of such public hearing was published, and 
a copy of the approval of the governmental unit or governmental units required by Section 147(f) of the Federal Code, certified by a 
public official with the authority to certify such approval.  This requirement shall not apply to any bonds:
(A)  For which Section 147(f) of the Federal Code does not require such a public hearing and approval of a governmental unit or gov-
ernmental units; (B)  Projects requiring the approval of the Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission.

36-89-1. Identification of vehicles owned or leased by government entities-exceptions, public hearing.

Every motor vehicle which is owned or leased by any county, municipality, regional development center, county or independent school 
system, commission, board, or public authority or which has been purchased or leased by any public official or public employee with 
public funds shall have affixed to the front door on each side of such vehicle a clearly visible decal or seal containing the name of or 
otherwise identifying such governmental entity.  The requirements of this Code section shall not apply to: (1) any vehicle used for law 
enforcement or prosecution purposes; or (2) any vehicle owned or leased by a county or municipality expressly excepted from the 
provisions of this Code section by a resolution or ordinance adopted by the governing authority of a county or municipality following a 
public hearing on the subject held no more than 14 days prior to the adoption of the ordinance or resolution.
36-89-3.  Cable service public hearings and records; cable provider records.

(a)  Prior to the authorization to deliver service, a public provider must prepare reasonable projections of at least a three-year cost-
benefit analysis which identifies and discloses the total projected direct costs and indirect costs of and revenues to be derived from 
providing the service.  Such costs shall be determined by using generally accepted governmental accounting principles.

(b)  Prior to the authorization to deliver service, a public provider shall conduct at least one public hearing.  A notice of the time, place, 
and date of the hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the jurisdiction of the public provider once a 
week for the two weeks preceding the week in which the hearing is to be held.

36-89-4.

On and after January 1, 2000, each public provider shall prepare and maintain records in accordance with generally accepted gov-
ernmental accounting principles which record the full cost accounting of providing service.  Such records shall show the amount and 
source of capital, including working capital, utilized in providing service.  Nothing contained in this chapter shall preclude a public pro-
vider, utilizing capital from any lawful source, including the public provider’s general funds, provided that the reasonable cost of such 
capital is accounted for as a cost of providing the service.  A public provider shall impute into its indirect costs of providing service an 
amount for franchise fees, regulatory fees, occupation taxes, pole attachment fees, and ad valorem property taxes, calculated in the 
same manner as such amounts are calculated for any private provider paying such costs to the public provider in the same service 
area.

36-89-7.

All meetings and records of public providers of a service shall be subject to the Georgia public records and public meetings laws con-
tained, respectively, in Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 and Chapter 14 of Title 50.

36-90-3(d). Notificatiion of public hearings regarding franchising of public cable providers.

(d) Prior to granting the authorization to the public provider, the franchising authority shall conduct at least two public hearings held at 
least two weeks apart. The public provider shall publish its business plan in its entirety and provide a complete copy to each private 
provider at least 30 days before the first public hearing. Such notice shall state that the business plan prepared by the public provider 
is available for public inspection each business day prior to the authorization and shall state the location where such inspection may 
be made. Notice of the time, place, and date of each hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the juris-
diction of the county or municipality once a week for the two weeks preceding the week in whcih the hearing is to be held. In addition, 
the private provider shall be given two weeks’ written notice of the proposed hearing.
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36-91-20.   Public works construction contracts.

 (a) All public works construction contracts subject to this chapter entered into by a governmental entity with private persons 
or entities shall be in writing and on file and available for public inspection at a place designated by such gov-ernmental entity. 
Municipalities and consolidated governments shall execute and enter into contracts in the manner pro-vided in applicable local legisla-
tion or by ordinance.
 (b) (1) Prior to entering into a public works construction contract other than those exempted by Code Section 36-91-22, a govern-
mental entity shall publicly advertise the contract opportunity. Such notice shall be posted conspicu-ously in the governing authority’s 
office and shall be advertised in the legal organ of the county or by electronic means on an Internet website of the governmental entity 
or an Internet website identified by the governmental entity which may include the Georgia Procurement Registry as provided by Code 
Section 50-5-69.
    (2) Contract opportunities that are advertised in the legal organ shall be advertised a minimum of two times, with the first adver-
tisement occurring at least four weeks prior to the opening of the sealed bids or proposals. The second advertisement shall follow no 
earlier than two weeks from the first advertisement.
    (3) Contract opportunities that are advertised solely on the Internet shall be posted continuously for at least four weeks prior to 
the opening of sealed bids or proposals. Inadvertent or unintentional loss of Internet service during the advertisement period shall not 
require the contract award or bid or proposal opening to be delayed.
    (4) Contract opportunities that will be awarded by competitive sealed bids shall have plans and specifications available on the first 
day of the advertisement and shall be open to inspection by the public. The plans and specifications shall indicate if the project will be 
awarded by base bid or base bid plus selected alternates and:
        (A) A statement listing whether all anticipated federal, state, or local permits required for the project have been obtained or 
an indication of the status of the application for each such permit including when it is expected to be ob-tained; and
        (B) A statement listing whether all anticipated rights of way and easements required for the project have been obtained or an 
indication of the status as to when each such rights of way or easements are expected to be obtained.
    (5) Contract opportunities that will be awarded by competitive sealed proposals shall be publicly advertised with a request for 
proposals which request shall include conceptual program information in the request for proposals de-scribing the requested services 
in a level of detail appropriate to the project delivery method selected for the project.
    (6) The advertisement shall include such details and specifications as will enable the public to know the extent and character of 
the work to be done.
    (7) All required notices of advertisement shall also advise of any mandatory prequalification requirements or pre-bid conferences 
as well as any federal requirements pursuant to subsection (d) of Code Section 36-91-22. Any adver-tisement which provides notice 
of a mandatory pre-bid conference or prequalification shall provide reasonable advance notice of said conference or for the submittal 
of such prequalification information.

36-91-21 (a)-(c).  Public bidding and advertisements.

(a)  It shall be unlawful to let out any public works construction contracts subject to the requirements of this chapter without comply-
ing with the competitive award requirements contained in this Code section.  Any contractor who performs any work of the kind in any 
other manner and who knows that the public works construction contract was let out without complying with the notice and competi-
tive award requirements of this chapter shall not be entitled to receive any payment for such work.
(b)   Any competitive sealed bidding process shall comply with the following requirements:
 (1)  The governmental entity shall publicly advertise an inviation for bids;
 (2)   Bidders shall submit sealed bids based on the criteria set forth in such invitation;
 (3)   The government entity shall open the bids publicly and evaluate such bids without discussions with the bidders; and
 (4)   The contract shall be awarded to the lowest responsible and responsive bidder whose bid meets the requirements and crite-
ria set  forth in the invitation for bids; provided, however, that if the bid from the lowest responsible and responsive bidder exceeds 
the funds budgeted for the public works construction contract, the governmental  entity may negotiate with such apparent low bidder 
to obtain a contract price within the budgeted amount.  Such negotitations may include changes in the scope of work and other bid 
requirements.
(c) (1)   In making any competitive sealed proposal, a governmental entity shall:

  (A)  Publicly advertise a request for proposals, which request shall include conceptual program information in the request for  
  proposal describing the requested services in a level of detail  appropriate to the project delivery method selected for the   
             project, as well as the relative importance of the evaluation factors;
  (B)   Open all proposals received at the time and place designated in the request for proposals so as to avoid disclosure of    
             contents to competing offerors during the process of negotiations; and
  (C)   Make an awrad to the responsible and responsive offeror whose proposal is determined in writing to be the most advan
             tageous to the governmental entity, taking into consideration the evaluation factors set forth in the request for proposal.  The  
             evaluation factors shall be the basis on which the award decision is made.  The contract file shall indicate the bais on which 
             the award is made.

36-91-21 (2).  Proposals submitted for govenment contracts- pre-contract discussions confidential.

(2) As set forth in the request for proposals, offerors submitting proposals may be afforded an opportunity for discussion, negotia-
tion, and revision of proposals.  Discussions, negotiations, and revisions may be permitted after submission of proposals and prior to 
award for the purpose of obtaining best and final offers.  In accordance with the request for proposals, all responsible offerors found 
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by the governmental entity to have submitted proposals reasonably susceptible of being selected for award shall be given an oppor-
tunity to participate in such discussions, negotiations, and revisions.  During the process of discussion, negotiation, and revision, the 
governmental entity shall not disclose the contents of proposals to competing offerors.

36-92-4 (c).  Claims adjuster reports.

(c) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any document or information which pertains to the requesting or giving of legal advice or 
the disclosure of reports or evaluations of persons, including adjusters, assigned to evaluate and adjust claims concerning or pertain-
ing to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought 
by or against a local government entity under this chapter shall be considered privileged and confidential and shall not be subject to 
disclosure until final disposition of a claim.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, upon filing a lawsuit pursuant to this 
chapter, Chapter 11 of Title 9 and any other law applicable to cases in litigation shall apply.

36-93-3 (a).  Infrastructure development districts - Notice

(a) A local governing authority may exercise its powers granted by this chapter after holding a public hearing for the purpose of dis-
cussing the use of districts as a tool for financing services and infrastructure and approving a resolution or ordinance that authorizes 
the local government to create and regulate districts as provided under this chapter. Such local governing authority shall hold a mini-
mum of two public hearings for discussion purposes; however, the vote to approve a resolution or ordinance authorizing the local 
governing authority to create and regulate districts shall be held no more than 90 days following the last public hearing held to discuss 
the use of districts as a financing tool.

36-93-4 (b).

(b) A public hearing on the petition shall be conducted by the appropriate local government no sooner than 60 days nor later than 120 
days following the submission of a petition unless reasonably delayed for reasons related to the appropriate local government’s com-
pleting all necessary federal, state, or regional reviews including, but not limited to, development of regional impact reviews pursuant 
to paragraph (3) of subsection (b) of Code Section 50-8-7.1 and Code Section 50-32-14 or due to circumstances beyond the control 
of the appropriate local government. The hearing shall include oral and written comments on the petition pertinent to the proposed 
district, including the factors specified in subsection (c) of this Code section. The hearing shall begin after 6:00 P.M. but no later than 
7:00 P.M. at an accessible location in the jurisdiction of each appropriate local government. The petitioner shall cause a notice of the 
hearing to be published in the legal organ of the county or municipality wherein the district’s land lies at least once a week for the four 
successive weeks immediately prior to the hearing. Such notice shall not be placed in the area reserved for legal advertisements. The 
notice shall give the time and place for the hearing, a description of the area to be included in the district, and any other relevant infor-
mation which the appropriate local government may require. All affected local governments and the general public shall be given an 
opportunity to appear at the hearing and present oral or written comments on the petition.

36-93-7 (d) (e).

(d) The district shall provide for the full disclosure of information relating to the public and private financing and maintenance of 
improvements to real property undertaken by the district. Such information shall be made available to all existing residents and to all 
prospective residents of the district. The district shall furnish each developer of a resi-dential development within the district with suf-
ficient copies of that information to provide each prospective initial pur-chaser of property in that development with a copy, and any 
developer of a residential development within the district, when required by law to provide a public offering statement, shall include a 
copy of such information relating to the public financing and maintenance of improvements in the public offering statement.

(e) The Department of Community Affairs shall keep a current list of districts and their disclosures pursuant to this chapter and shall 
make such studies, reports, and other documents available for inspection.

36-93-23 (a).
(a) The district shall provide for the full disclosure of information relating to the public and private financing and maintenance of 
improvements to real property including, but not limited to, the costs of all improvements, facilities, infrastructure, and development 
undertaken by the district. The required information shall be made available to all existing residents, and to all prospective residents, 
of the district. The district shall furnish each developer of a development within the district with sufficient copies of that information to 
provide a copy to each prospective purchaser of property in that development; and any developer of a development within the district, 
when required by law to provide a public offering statement, shall include a copy of information relating to the public financing and 
maintenance of improvements in the public offering statement.
37-1-50.  Hearings to revoke or suspend mental health license.

(a)  No license, permit, or certificate or other similar right shall be revoked or suspended without opportunity for a hearing as provided 
in this Code section.  A hearing shall also be required with respect to any and all quasi-judicial action and in any other proceeding 
required by this title or the Constitution of Georgia.

(b)  Where a hearing is required or afforded, notice thereof as provided in this Code section shall be given in person or by registered 
or certified mail to all interested parties; provided, however, in proceedings in which the number of interested parties is so numerous 
as to make individual notice impracticable, notice shall be given by publication or by such other means reasonably calculated to afford 
actual notice as may be prescribed by the agency or person conducting such hearing.  All notices shall state:  (1) the time and place 
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of hearing and nature thereof, and (2) the matters of fact and law asserted, and must be given at least five days before the day set for 
hearing unless the agency determines that an imminent threat to the public health exists which requires shorter notice.

37-1-53.  Mental health trade secrets.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the department is authorized by regulation to classify as confidential and 
privileged documents, reports, and other information and data obtained by them from persons, firms, corporations, municipalities, 
counties, and other public authorities and political subdivisions where such matters relate to secret processes, formulas, and meth-
ods or where such matters were obtained or furnished on a confidential basis. All matters so classified shall not be subject to public 
inspection or discovery and shall not be subject to production or disclosure in any court of law or elsewhere until and unless the judge 
of the court of competent jurisdiction, after in camera inspection, determines that the public interest requires such production and dis-
closure or that such production and disclosure may be necessary in the interest of justice. This subsection shall not apply to clinical 
records maintained pursuant to Code Sections 37-3-166, 37-3-167, 37-4-125, 37-4-126, 37-7-166, and 37-7-167.

37-2-9.1.  Mental disability regional planning board.

(a)  Each regional planning board and community service board shall comply with the provisions of Chapter 14 of Title 50, relating to 
open and public meetings, and Article 4 of Chapter 18 of title 50, relating to inspection of public records, except where records or pro-
ceedings are expressly made confidential pursuant to other provisions of law.
(b)  Each regional office and  community service board and other public and private provides are authorized to establish one or more 
advisory boards for the purpose of ensuring coordination with various agencies and organizations and providing professional and 
other expert guidance.

37-2-11.2.  Access to Mental Health Records.

(a) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, to ensure the quality and integrity of patient and client care, any program receiving 
any public funds from, or subject to licensing, certification, or facility approval by, the Department of Human Resources or a county of 
health shall be required to provide the department or the appropriate county board of health or both, upon request, complete access 
to, including but not limited to authorization to examine and reproduce, any records required to be maintained in accordance with con-
tracts, standards, or rules and regulations of the Department of Human Resources or pursuant to the provisions of this title.
(b)  Records obtained pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section shall not be considered public records and shall not be released 
by the department or any county board of health unless otherwise specifically authorized by law.

37-2-33 (6).  Mental health ombudsman reports.

(6)  Make an annual written report, documenting the types of complaints and problems reported by service recipients and others on 
their behalf
and include recommendations concerning needed policy, regulatory, and legislative changes. The annual report shall be submitted to 
the Governor and General Assembly and other appropriate agencies and organizations and made available to the public.

37-2-36 (c).  Mental health service provider under investigation by       
                   state ombudsman.

(c)  A community ombudsman shall not disclose to the public, either directly or indirectly,  the identity of any services provider which is 
the subject of an investigation unless and until the matter has been reviewed by the office of the state ombudsman and the matter has 
been referred to the appropriate regional office and any other appropriate governmental agency for action.

37-2-38.   Mental health complainant or service recipient.

The identity of any complainant, service recipient on whose behalf a complaint is made, or individual providing information on behalf 
of the service recipient or complainant relevant to the investigation of a complaint shall be confidential and may be disclosed only with 
the express permission of such person.  The information produced by an investigation may be disclosed by the state ombudsman or 
community ombudsman only if the identity of any such person is disclosed by name or inference.  If the identity of any such person is 
disclosed by name or inference in such information, the information may be disclosed only with his or her express permission.  If the 
complaint becomes the subject of a judicial proceeding, such investigative information may be disclosed for the purpose of the pro-
ceeding.

37-3-166.  Mental Health Records.

(a)  A clinical record for each patient shall be maintained.  Authorized release of the record shall include but not be limited to exami-
nation of the original record, copies of all or any portion of the record, or disclosure of information from the record, except for matters 
privileged under the laws of this state.  Such examination shall be conducted on hospital premises at reasonable times determined by 
the facility.  The clinical record shall not be a public record and no part of it shall be released except:

 (1)  When the chief medical officer of the facility where the record is kept deems it essential for continued treatment, a copy of the 
record or parts thereof may be released to physicians or psychologists when and as necessary for the treatment of the patient;
 (2)  A copy of the record may be released to any person or entity designated in writing by the patient or, if appropriate, the parent 
of a minor, the legal guardian of a minor patient has been given by order of a court; 
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 (2.1)  A copy of the record of a deceased patient or deceased former patient may be released to or in response to a valid sub-
poena of a coroner or medical examiner under Chapter 16 of Title 45, except for matters privileged under the laws of this state;
 (3)  When a patient is admitted to a facility, a copy of the record or information contained in the record from another facility, 
community mental health center, or private practitioner may be released to the admitting facility.  When the service plan of a patient 
involves transfer of that patient to another facility, community mental health center, or private practitioner, a copy of the record or 
information contained in the record may be released to that facility, community mental health center, or private practitioner;
 (4)  A copy of the record or any part thereof may be disclosed to any employee or staff member of the facility when it is neces-
sary for the proper treatment of the patient;
 (5)  A copy of the record shall be released to the patient’s attorney if the attorney so requests and the patient, or the patient’s 
legal guardian, consents to the release;
 (6)  In a bona fide medical emergency, as determined by a physician treating the patient, the chief medical officer may release a 
copy of the record to the treating physician or to the patient’s psychologist;
 (7)  At the request of the patient, the patient’s legal guardian, or the patient’s attorney, the record shall be produced by the entity 
having custody thereof at any hearing held under this chapter;
 (8)  A copy of the record shall be produced in response to a valid subpoena or order of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
except for matters privileged under the laws of this state;
 (8.1)  A copy of the record may be released to the legal representative of a deceased patient’s estate, except for matters privi-
leged under the laws of this state;
 (9)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer in the course of a criminal investigation 
may be informed as to whether a person is or has been a patient in a state facility, as well as the patient’s current address, if known, 
and
 (10)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer in the course of investigating the com-
mission of a crime on the premises of a facility covered by this chapter or against facility personnel or a threat to commit such a crime 
may be informed as to the circumstances of the incident, including whether the individual allegedly committing  or threatening to com-
mit a crime is or has been a patient in the facility, and the name, address, and last known whereabouts of any alleged patient perpe-
trator.

37-3-167(d).  Access to court records relating to treatment for mental illness.

(d)(1)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (7) and (8) of Code Section 15-9-37 or any provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, all files 
and records of a court in a proceeding under this chapter since September 1, 1978, shall remain sealed and shall be open to inspec-
tion only upon order of the court issued after petition by, or notice to, the patient and subject to the provisions of Code Section 37-3-
166 pertaining to the medical portions of the record.
 (2)  If any official or employee of any court or archival facility assists a person who is not an official or employee of that court or 
facility in attempting to gain access to any court record which the official or employee knows concerns examination, evaluation, treat-
ment, or commitment for mental illness, such record was created prior to September 1, 1978, and such record contains no information 
concerning the patient which is ordinarily public, such as the fact that a guardianship was created, such official or employee shall seal 
the record if it is in the possession of the court or facility and shall inform the person seeking access that if such a record exists it is 
open to inspection only upon order of the court issued after petition by, or notice to, the patient and subject to the provisions of Code 
Section 37-3-166 pertaining to the medical portions of the record.
 (3)  Upon a petition for access to such files or records referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, the court should 
allow  inspection by the person who is the subject of a record unless there are compelling reasons why it should not but should 
require anyone other than the person who is the subject of a court record to show compelling reasons why the record should be 
opened.  If access is granted, the court order shall restrict dissemination of the information to certain persons or for certain purposes 
or both.
 (4)  The court may refer to such files and records referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection in any subsequent pro-
ceeding under this chapter concerning the same patient on condition that the files and records of such subsequent proceeding will 
then be sealed in accordance with this subsection.  The court may permit authorized representatives of recognized organizations 
compiling statistics for proper purposes to inspect and make abstracts from official records, but without personal identifying informa-
tion and under whatever conditions upon their use and distribution the court may deem proper.  The court may punish by contempt 
any violations of any such conditions.

37-4-125.  Mental Health Records.

(a)  A clinical record for each client shall be maintained.  Authorized release of the record shall include but not be limited to examina-
tion of the original record, copies of all or any portion of the record, or disclosure of information from the record, except for matters 
privileged under the laws of this state.  Such examination shall be conducted on hospital premises at reasonable times determined by 
the facility.  The clinical record shall not be a public record and no part of it shall be released except:

 (1)  When the superintendent of the facility where the record is kept deems it essential for continued habilitation, a copy of the 
record or parts thereof may be released to persons in charge of a client’s habilitation when and as necessary for the habilitation of the 
client;
 (2)  A copy of the record may be released to any person or entity designated in writing by the client or, if appropriate, the parent 
of a minor, the legal guardian of an adult or minor, or a person to whom legal custody of a minor client has been given by order of a 
court;
 (2.1)  A copy of the record of a deceased client or deceased former client may be released to or in response to a valid subpoena 
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of a coroner or medical examiner under Chapter 16 of Title 45, except for matters privileged under the laws of this state;
 (3)  When the habilitation plan of the client involves transfer of that client to another facility or involves the receipt of community 
services by the client, a copy of the record may be released to that facility or to that entity rendering such community services;
 (4)  A copy of the record or any part thereof may be disclosed to any employee or staff member of the facility  when it is neces-
sary for the proper habilitation of the client;
 (5)  A copy of the record shall be released to the client’s attorney if the attorney so requests and the client, or the client’s legal 
guardian, consents to the release;
 (6)  In a bona fide medical emergency, as determined by a physician treating the client, the superintendent may release a copy of 
the record to the treating physician;
 (7)  At the request of the client, the client’s legal guardian, or the client’s attorney, the record shall be produced by the entity hav-
ing custody thereof at any hearing held under this chapter;
 (8)  A copy of the record shall be produced in response to a valid subpoena or order of any court of competent jurisdiction, 
except for matters privileged under the laws of this state;
 (8.1)  A copy of the record may be released to the legal representative of a deceased client’s estate, except for matters privileged 
under the laws of this state;
 (9)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer in the course of a criminal investigation 
may be informed as to whether a person is or has been a client in a state facility, as well as the client’s current address, if known;
 (10)  A copy of the client’s clinical record may be released under the conditions and for the uses and purposes set forth in Code 
Section 31-7-6; and
 (11)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer in the course of investigating the com-
mission of a crime on the premises of a facility covered by this chapter or against facility personnel or a threat to commit such a crime 
may be informed as to the circumstances of the incident, including whether the individual allegedly committing or threatening to com-
mit a crime is or has been a client in the facility, and the name, address, and last known whereabouts of any alleged client perpetra-
tor.

37-7-166.  Alcohol and Drug Abuse Records.

(a)  A clinical record for each patient shall be maintained.  Authorized release of the record shall include but not be limited to exami-
nation of the original record, copies of all or any portion of the record, or disclosure of information from the record, except for matters 
privileged under the laws of this state.  Such examination shall be conducted on hospital premises as determined by the facility.  The 
clinical record shall not be a public record and no part of it shall be released except:
 (1)  A copy of the record may be released to any person or entity designated in writing by the patient or, if appropriate, the parent 
of a minor, the legal guardian of an adult or minor, or a person to whom legal custody of a minor patient has been given by order of a 
court;
 (1.1)  A copy of the record of a deceased patient or deceased former patient may be released to or in response to a valid sub-
poena of a coroner or medical examiner under Chapter 16 of Title 45, except for matters privileged under the laws of this state;
 (2)  When a patient is admitted to a facility, a copy of the record or information contained in the record from another facility, com-
munity mental health center, or private practitioner may be released to the admitting facility.  When the treatment plan of a patient 
involves transfer of that patient to another facility, community mental health center, or private practitioner, a copy of the record or 
information contained in the record may be released to that facility, community mental health center, or private practitioner;
 (3)  A copy of the record or any part thereof may be disclosed to any employee or staff member of the facility when it is neces-
sary for the proper treatment of the patient;
 (4)  A copy of the record shall be released to the patient’s attorney if the attorney so requests and the patient, or the patient’s 
legal guardian, consents to the release;
 (5)  In a bona fide medical emergency, as determined by a physician treating the patient, the chief medical officer may release a 
copy of the record to the treating physician or to the patient’s psychologist;
 (6)  At the request of the patient, the patient’s legal guardian, or the patient’s attorney, the record shall be produced by the entity 
having custody thereof at any hearing held under this chapter;
 (7)  Except for matters privileged under the response to a court order issued by a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to a full 
and fair show cause hearing;
 (8)  A copy of the patient’s clinical record may be released under the conditions and for the uses and purposes set forth in Code 
Section 31-7-6;
 (9)  A copy of the record may be released to the legal representative of a deceased patient’s estate, except for matters privileged 
under the laws of this state; and
 (10)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a law enforcement officer in the course of investigating the com-
mission of a crime on the premises of a facility covered by this chapter or against facility personnel or a threat to commit such a crime 
may be informed as to the circumstances of the incident, including whether the individual allegedly committing or threatening to com-
mit a crime is or has been a patient in the facility, and the name, address, and last known whereabouts of any alleged patient perpe-
trator.

38-3-63 (3). Notification of Judicial Emergency.

Upon an authorized judicial official issuing an order declaring the existence of a judicial emergency, or any modification or extension 
of such an order, the authorized judicial official issuing the order, modification, or extension to the extent permitted by the circum-
stances underlying the judicial emergency shall:
(3) Give notice of the issuance of the order, modification, or extension to the affected parties, counsel for the affected parties, and the 
public. Notice shall be provided by whatever means are reasonably calculated to reach the affected parties, counsel for the affected 
parties, and the public and may, witihout limitation, include mailing, publication in a newspaper of local or state-wide distribution, post-
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ing of written notices at courthouses and other public gathering sites, transmittal by facsimile or e-mail, and announcements on televi-
sion, radio, and public address systems.

38-3-64 (b)(4) Judicial Imergency: appeal rights of adversely affected parties - notice

(a) Any person whose rights or interests are adversely affected by an order declaring the existencee of a judicial emergency or any 
modification or extension of such an order shall be entitled to appeal.
(4) All other parties in any criminal proceeding or civil litigation which would be affected by the appeal; provided, however, that service 
in this regard shall be accomplished by publishing notice of the filing of the appeal in the newspaper which is the legal organ for the 
county in which the notice of the appeal is filed.

38-3-114 (a) &(b).  “Mattie’s Call” alert system - agreements with media.

(a)  The agency shall recruit public and commercial television, radio, cable, print, and other media, private commercial entities, state 
or local governmental entities, the public, and other appropriate persons to assist in developing and implementing the alert system.
(b)  The agency may enter into agreements with participants in the alert system to provide necessary support for the alert system.
 
38-5-25 (e). Law enforcement training materials.

(e)  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, any records, books, or documents, as such terms are defined by 
subsection (e) of Code Section 45-11-1, which are prepared for use in any training program conducted pursuant to the provisions 
of this Code section and any rules or regulations relating to such training which contain or may disclose techniques and procedures 
for the manufacture or rendering safe of any destructive device, as such term is defined by Code Section 16-7-80, or would disclose 
guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions of violations of the laws of this state or of the United States relating 
to destructive devices, explosives, or chemical, biological, or nuclear materials shall not be subject to public disclosure pursuant to 
Article 5 of Chapter 11 of Title 9 or Chapter 16 of Title 17 or Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 unless the request for disclosure is 
served on the Attorney General as provided by Code Section 9-10-2 and a judge of the superior court finds that such disclosure is 
required to prevent a manifest injustice and that the information is not available from any other source.  Any such order requiring dis-
closure shall impose such restrictions on access or copying of the material as will ensure that such material is not disclosed beyond 
that required to preserve the rights of the parties.  Any order requiring disclosure of such material may be appealed by the district 
attorney of the circuit in which such order is entered or by the Attorney General.

38-43-5.   City district improvement plan.

(3)  The petition shall be presented to the governing authority of the municipality, which shall refer it to the appropriate municipal 
departments for review of its sufficiency, reasonableness of assessments, and financial feasibility of the plan.  These departments 
shall submit to the governing authority reports which shall approve of, disapprove of, or give qualified approval with modifications 
to the district plan, with reasons therefor.  The governing authority shall hold a public hearing on the issue of whether such district 
should be created, provided that notice of the hearing shall be placed in a newspaper of general circulation in the community at least 
ten days prior to the date of the hearing.  The governing authority may approve, with modifications, or disapprove  the plan.

39-2-6.  Sale or delivery of newspaper by minors.

Minors under 16 years of age may be employed to sell or deliver newspapers in residential areas between the hours of 5:00 A.M. and 
9:00 P.M. but shall not be employed to sell or deliver newspaper between the hours of 9:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M., provided that such 
employment shall not be for a longer time than is provided in Code Section 39-2-7 and shall not be performed during school hours.

40-2-130.  Automobile Registrations.

(a)  The commissioner shall maintain a record of all certificates of registration issued:
      (1)  Under a distinctive tag registration number assigned to the vehicle;
      (2)  Under the identifying number of the vehicle;
      (3)  Alphabetically, under the name of the owner;
      (4)  Under the vehicle title number; and
        (5)  In the discretion of the commissioner, in any other method he determines.

(b)  The commissioner is authorized and empowered to provide for photographic and photostatic recording of certificate of registration 
records in such manner as he may deem expedient.  The photographic or photostatic copies authorized in this subsection shall be 
admitted in evidence in all actions and proceedings to the same extent that the originals would have been admitted.

(c)  The motor vehicle registration records which the commissioner is required to maintain under this Code section or any other provi-
sion are exempt from the provisions of any law of this state requiring that such records be open for public inspection; provided, how-
ever, that the records of any particular motor vehicle may be available for inspection by the following:
      (1)  Any law enforcement officer for official law enforcement investigations as certified by the commanding officer of the law 
enforcement agency making such request;
      (2)  The owner of the vehicle.  When the title or registration records of the Motor Vehicle Division of the Department of 
Revenue have not been changed to reflect a new owner of the vehicle, proof of proprietary interest must be submitted prior to release 
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of the information;
      (3)  Any judgment creditor of the owner of the vehicle upon the presentation of a fi.fa.;
      (4)  Any individual or an authorized agent or representative of such individual involved in a motor vehicle accident  either 
as an operator of a motor vehicle, a passenger in a motor vehicle, or a pedestrian;
      (5)  Any licensed dealer of new or used motor vehicles;
      (6)  Any person for the purposes of a manufacturer’s recall; and
      (7)  Any tax collector, tax receiver, or tax commissioner.
    (9)  Any private person who has met the requirements of Code Section 40-2-25, provided that the information shall be used 
for the sole purpose of effectuating the registration or renewal of motor vehicles by electronic or similar means and that the private 
person requesting the information has entered into an agreement to provide electronic services to the commissioner or a county tag 
agent; provided further, that the information made available pursuant to this subsection for such purpose shall be limited to the vehicle 
identification number, the license tag number, the date of expiration of registration, and the amount of tax owed.

(d)  The commissioner may, if necessary, promulgate reasonable rules and regulations outlining additional circumstances under which 
such records shall be open for public inspection.

40-3-23 (d) (e).  Motor vehicle records generally not open for public inspection.

(d)  The motor vehicle records which the commissioner or the commissioner’s duly authorized county tag agent is required to maintain 
under this Code section or any other provision are exempt from the provisions of any law of this state requiring that such records be 
open for public inspection; provided, however, that the records of any particular motor vehicle may be available for inspection by the 
following:

 (1)  Any law enforcement officer for official law enforcement investigations as certified by the commanding officer of the law 
enforcement agency making such request;
 (2)  The owner of the vehicle.  When the title or registration records of the Motor Vehicle Division of the Department of Revenue 
have not been changed to reflect a new owner of the vehicle, proof of proprietary interest must be submitted prior to release of the 
information;

 (3)  Any judgment creditor of the owner of the vehicle upon the presentation of a fi. fa.;

 (4)  Any individual or an authorized agent or representative of such individual involved in a motor vehicle accident either as an 
operator of a motor vehicle, a passenger in a motor vehicle, or a pedestrian;
 (5)  Any licensed dealer of new or used motor vehicles;

 (6)  Any person for the purposes of a manufacturer’s recall; and

 (7)  Any tax collector, tax receiver, or tax commissioner.

(e)  The commissioner may, if necessary, promulgate reasonable rules and regulations outlining additional circumstances under which 
such records shall be open for public inspection.

40-5-2.  Driving records to be kept by department; access; confidentiality.

(a)  The Department of Public Safety shall maintain records regarding the drivers’ licenses and permits issued by the department 
under this chapter.  The drivers’ records maintained by the department shall include:
(1)  A record of every application for a license received by it and suitable indexes containing:
 (A)  All applications granted; and

 (B)  The name of every licensee whose license has been canceled, suspended, or revoked by the department and after each 
such name shall note the reasons for such action;

(2)  Drivers’ records received from other jurisdictions.  Upon receipt of such driver’s record, it shall become a part of such driver’s 
record in this state and shall have the same force and effect as though entered on the driver’s record in this state in the original 
instances; and

(3)  Records of all accident reports and abstracts of court records of convictions of any offense listed in subsection (a) of Code 
Section 40-5-54, Code Section 40-6-10, driving on a suspended license in violation of Code Section 40-5-121, administrative license 
suspension pursuant to Code Sections 40-5-67 through 40-5-67.2, Code Section 40-5-75, Chapter 9 of this title, the ‘Motor Vehicle 
Safety Responsibility Act,’ and Chapter 34 of Title 33, the ‘Georgia Motor Vehicle Accident Reparations Act,’ any felony offense 
under this title, any offense committed while operating a commercial motor vehicle, serious traffic offenses, or other offenses requir-
ing the assessment of points on the driving record that are received by it under the laws of this state and in connection therewith 
maintain convenient records or make suitable notations in order that an individual record of each licensee showing the convictions of 
such licensee and the traffic  accidents in which such licensee has been involved shall be readily ascertainable and available for the 
consideration of the department upon any application for renewal of license and at other suitable times.  For purposes of issuing a 
driver’s operating record to the public as provided in this Code section, the period of calculation for compilation of such report shall be 
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determined by the date of arrest.

(b)  The records maintained by the department on individual drivers are exempt from any law of this state requiring that such records 
be open for public inspection; provided, however, that initial arrest reports, accident reports, incident reports, and the records pertain-
ing to investigations or prosecutions of criminal or unlawful activity shall be subject to disclosure pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsec-
tion (a) of Code Section 50-18-72 and related provisions.  The department shall not make records or personal information available on 
any driver except as otherwise provided in this Code section or as otherwise specifically required by 18 U.S.C. Section 2721.

(c)(1)  The driver’s record provided by the department shall include an enumeration of any accidents in which the individual was con-
victed of a moving traffic violation, such moving traffic violation convictions, and information pertaining to financial responsibility.  The 
department shall furnish a driver’s operating record or personal information from a driver’s record under the following circumstances:

 (A)  With the written instructions and consent of the driver upon whom the operating record has been made and compiled;

 (B)  Pursuant to a written request, for use by any insurer or insurance support organization, or by a self-insured entity, or its  
 agents, employees, or contractors, in connection with claims investigation activities, antifruad activities, rating, or underwriting  
 involving the driver; provided, however, that notwithstanding the definition of personal information under Code Section 40-5-1,  
 personal information furnished under this subparagraph shall be limited to name, address, driver identification number, and med 
 ical or disability information.  The person who makes a written request for a driver’s operating record shall identify himself or her 
 self and shall have certified that the information contained in the record will be used only for the purpose specified in the request.   
Further, the person making the request shall certify that he or she has on file an application for insurance or for the renewal or  
 amendment thereof involving the driver or drivers;

 (C)  In accordance with Article 7 of this chapter, the ‘Georgia Uniform Commercial Driver’s License Act’;

 (D)  To a judge, prosecuting official, or law enforcement agency for use in investigations or prosecutions of alleged criminal or 
unlawful activity, or to the driver’s licensing agency of another state; provided, however, that notwithstanding the definition of person 
information under Code Section 40-5-1, personal information furnished to the driver’s licensing agency of another state shall be lim-
ited to name, address, driver identification number, and medical or disability information;
 (E)  Pursuant to a request from a public or private school system concerning any person currently employed or an applicant for 
employment as a school bus driver who agrees in writing to allow the department to release the information;
 (F)  With the written release of the driver, to a rental car company for use in the normal course of its business; provided, how-
ever, that notwithstanding the definition of personal information under Code Section 40-5-1, personal information furnished under this 
subparagraph shall be limited to name, address, driver identification number, and medical or disability information.  Such access shall 
be provided and funded through the GeorgiaNet Authority, and the department shall bear no costs associated with such access; and
 (G)  For use in the normal course of business by a legitimate business or its agents, employees, or contractors, but only:.

  (i)  To verify the accuracy of personal information submitted by the individual to the business or its agents, employees, or 
contractors; and
  (ii)  If such information as so submitted is not correct or is no longer correct, to obtain the correct information, but only for the 
purposes of preventing fraud by, pursuing legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt or security interest against, the individual; 
provided, however, that notwithstanding the definition of personal information under Code Section 40-5-1, personal information fur-
nished under this subparagraph shall be limited to name, address, and driver identification number and shall not include photographs, 
fingerprints, computer images, or medical or disability information.  The personal information obtained by a business under this sub-
paragraph shall not be resold or redisclosed for any other purpose without the written consent of the individual.  Furnishing of informa-
tion to a business under this subparagraph shall be pursuant to a contract entered into by such business and the state which speci-
fies, without limitation, the consideration to be paid by such business to the state for such information and the frequency of updates.

(2) Nothing in this Code section shall preclude the department from confirming or verifying the status of a driver’s license or permit.
 (d)(1)  The commissioner shall designate members of the department to be official custodians of the records of the department. 
No disclosure or release of operating records or personal information shall be made without the signed written approval of a desig-
nated custodian;  except that such approval shall not be required for any release or disclosure through the GeorgiaNet Division of 
the Georgia Technology Authority pursuant to the signed written consent of the driver, provided that any such signed written consent 
shall be retained for a period of not less than four years by the party requesting the information.  The custodians may certify copies 
or compilations, including extracts thereof, of the records of the department.  When so certified, such records shall be admissible as 
evidence in any civil or criminal proceeding as proof of the contents thereof.

 (2)  In response to a subpoena or upon the request of any judicial official, the department shall provide a duly authenticated copy 
of any record or other document.  This authenticated copy may consist of a photocopy or computer printout of the requested docu-
ment certified by the commissioner or the commissioner’s duly authorized representative.

(e)  Upon written request, the department may provide copies of any record or personal information from any driver’s record for use 
by any appropriate governmental official, entity, or agency for the purposes of carrying out official governmental functions or legitimate 
governmental duties; provided, however, that notwithstanding the definition of personal information under Code Section 40-5-1, per-
sonal information furnished under this subsection shall be limited to name, address, driver identification number, and medical or dis-
ability information.
(f)  The department is specifically authorized to disseminate the following records and information:
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 (1)  To the United States Selective Service System and the Georgia Crime Information Center, compilations of the names, most 
current addresses, license numbers, and dates of birth of licensees or applicants for licenses.  Such information shall only be used in 
the fulfillment of the legitimate governmental duties of the United States Selective Service System and the Georgia Crime Information 
Center and shall not be further disseminated to any person;

 (2)  To the military branches of the United States Department of Defense, compilations of the names, dates of birth, sex, and 
most current addresses of licensees between the ages of 16 and 24 for the sole purpose of mailing recruiting and job opportunity 
information, provided that the department shall not be required to provide such a compilation more than once every two months.

 (3)  to the Department of Human Resources, compilations of the names, dates of birth, and most current addresses of licens-
ees or applicants for licenses.  Any information provided pursuant to this subsection shall only be used by the Department of Human 
Resources in connection with the recovery of delinquent child support payments under Article 1 of Chapter 11 of Title 19, known as 
the ‘Child Support Recovery Act’;
 (4)  To a local fire or law enforcement department, a copy of the abstract of the driving record of any applicant for employment or 
any current employee and to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of providing a local fire or law enforcement depart-
ment with the abstract through the Criminal Jutice Information System.  It shall be unlawful for any person who receives an abstract 
of the driving record of an individual under this subsection to disclose any information pertaining to such abstract or to make any use 
thereof except in the performance of official duties with the local fire or law enforcement department;

 (5)  the information required to be made available to organ procurement organizations pursuant to subsection (d) of Code Section 
40-5-25 and for the purposes set forth in such Code section; and
 (6)  The information required to be made available regarding voter registration pursuant to Code Section 21-2-221 and for the 
purposes set forth in such Code section.

(g)  The drivers’ records and personal information disseminated by the department pursuant to this Code section may be used only 
by the authorized recipient and only for the authorized purpose.  It shall be unlawful to disclose, distribute, or sell such records or 
information to an unauthorized recipient or for an unauthorized purpose.  It shall be a violation of this Code section to make a misrep-
resentation or false statement in order to obtain access to or information from the department’s records.  Any person who knowingly 
and willfully violates the provisions of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and, upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished as provided in Code Section 17-10-4.

(h)  The department shall maintain for four years a record of each release of a driver’s operating record or personal information, 
including the name and address of the requesting party, the date of the release, and the provision of law authorizing the release.  
Such record of releases shall be reported to the affected driver upon written application by the driver, except that the department 
shall not report any information about the existence of a release made in connection with a criminal investigation which in ongoing 
and which involves, though not necessarily focuses upon, such driver.  Upon receipt of an application from a driver for such record of 
releases, the department shall have three business days to determine whether an ongoing criminal investigation is involved, and such 
determination shall be in the discretion of the commissioner.  Where a release is not reported to the driver because the underlying 
release involved an ongoing criminal investigation, the records concerning the underlying release shall be maintained for four years 
after the criminal investigation is closed and such records shall during such period after closure of the investigation be subject to dis-
closure upon application by the driver.

(i)  The provisions of this Code section shall apply, where relevant, to the maintenance and disclosure of the department’s records 
regarding state identification cards issued under Article 5 of this chapter.
(j)  The commissioner is authorized to promulgate any rules, regulations, or policies as are necessary to carry out the provisions of 
the Code section.  The department is further authorized to charge a reasonable fee to defray its costs incurred in affording access to 
or disseminating information from its records; provided, however, that the fee for furnishing an abstract of a driver’s record shall not 
exceed $10.00.

(k)  The department, pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the commissioner, may periodically review all records main-
tained pursuant to this Code section and shall correct those records which contain known improper, false, fraudulent, or invalid infor-
mation.

40-5-2 (4).  Driving record abstract-confidentiality.

(4)  To a local fire or law enforcement department, a copy of the abstract of the driving record of any applicant for employment or any 
current employee and to the Georgia Bureau of Investigation for the purpose of providing a local fire or law enforcement department 
with the abstract through the Criminal Justice Information System.  It shall be unlawful for any person who receives an abstract of the 
driving record of an individual under this subsection to disclose any information pertaining to such abstract or to make any use thereof 
except in the performance of official duties with the local fire or law enforcement department.

40-5-59 (d).  Drivers’ license reports-confidentiality.

(d)  The reports required by this Code section shall be confidential and shall be used solely for the purpose of determining the quali-
fications of any person to drive a motor vehicle on the highways of this state.  No civil or criminal action may be brought against any 
person or agency for providing the information to the department for the purposes of Code section.  The reports, or any reference to 
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the reports, shall not be included in any abstract prepared pursuant to Code Section 40-5-2.

40-5-81 (c).  Driver Improvement, DUI Alcohol, or Drug Use Risk Reduction Program Advertising - permitted.

(c) It shall be unlawful for the owner, agent, servant, or employee of any driver improvement clinic or DUI Alcohol or Drug Use Risk 
Reduction Program licensed by the department to directly or indirectly solicit business by personal solicitation on public property, by 
phone, or by mail.  A violation of this subsection shall be a misdemeanor.  Advertising in any mass media, including, but not limited 
to, newspapers, radio, television, magazines, or telephone directories by a driver improvement clinic or DUI Alcohol or Drug Use Risk 
Reduciton Program shall not be considered a violation of this subsection.

40-6-3.  Traffic laws on private roads.

  (E)  At least 30 days’ prior notice shall be given to users of said private roads, streets, and common areas by publication in the 
newspapers of general circulation in the area and by posting signs along the private roads and streets specifying that state and local 
law enforcement agencies will be enforcing the uniform rules of the road on said private roads, streets, and common areas.

40-6-391 (j).  Publication of D.U.I. Offenders. 

 (1)  The clerk of the court in which a person is convicted a second or subsequent time under subsection (c) of this code section 
within five years, as measured from the dates of previous arrests for which convictions were obtained or pleas of nolo contendere 
were accepted to the date of the current arrest for which a conviction is obtained or a plea of nolo contendere is accepted, shall cause 
to be published a notice of conviction for each such person convicted.  Such notices of conviction shall be published in the manner 
of legal notices in the legal organ of the county in which such person resides or, in the case of nonresidents, in the legal organ of the 
county in which the person was convicted.  Such notice of conviction shall be one column wide by two inches long and shall contain 
the photograph taken by the arresting law enforcement agency at the time of arrest, name, and address of the convicted person and 
the date, time, place of arrest, and disposition of the case and shall be published once in the legal organ of the appropriate county in 
the second week following such conviction or as soon thereafter as publication may be made.
  (2)  The convicted person for which a notice of conviction is published pursuant to this subsection shall be assessed $25.00 for 
the cost of publication of such notice and such assessment shall be imposed at the time of 
conviction in addition to any other fine imposed pursuant to this Code section. 
  (3)  The clerk of the court, the publisher of any legal organ which publishes a notice of conviction, and any other person involved 
in the publication of an erroneous notice of conviction shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for such erroneous publication, 
provided such publication was made in good faith.

40-6-391.  

(j)(1) The clerk of the court in which a person is convicted a second or subsequent time under subsection (c) of this Code section 
within five years, as measured from the dates of previous arrests for which convictions were obtained or pleas of nolo contendere 
were accepted to the date of the current arrest for which a conviction is obtained or a plea of nolo contendere is accepted, shall cause 
to be published a notice of conviction for each such person convicted. Such notices of conviction shall be published in the manner of 
legal notices in the legal organ of the county in which such person resides or, in the case of nonresidents, in the legal organ of the 
county in which the person was convicted. Such notice of conviction shall be one column wide by two inches long and shall contain 
the photograph taken by the arresting law enforcement agency at the time of arrest, the name of the convicted person, the city, coun-
ty, and zip code of the convicted person’s residential address, and the date, time, place of arrest, and disposition of the case and shall 
be published once in the legal organ of the appropriate county in the second week following such conviction or as soon thereafter as 
publication may be made.

40-6-391.1  (c) Notice of Vehicle Condemnation  for Habitual DUI Violators.

For purposes of this subsection, where forfeiture of a motor vehicle titled or registered in Georgia is sought, notice to the titleholder 
shall be deemed adequate if a copy of the complaint and summons is mailed by certified mail to the title holder at the address set out 
in the title and an additional copy is mailed by certified mail to the firm, person, or corporation which holds the current registration for 
said motor vehicle, who shall be deemed agent for service for said titleholder, and said complaint is advertised once a week for two 
weeks as set out in this subsection.  If the owner, lessee, or person having a duly recorded security interest in or lien on the contra-
band motor vehicle is unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the state 
or conceals himself so as to avoid notice, notice of the proceedings shall be published once a week for two weeks in the newspaper 
in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published.  Such publication shall be deemed notice to any and all persons having an inter-
est in or right affected by such proceeding an any sale of the motor vehicle resulting therefrom, but shall not constitute notice to any 
person having a duly recorded security interest in or lien upon such motor vehicle and required to be served under this Code section 
unless that person is unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due diligence be found within the state or 
conceals himself to avoid notice.

40-8-5.  Alteration of odometer; advertisement, sale.

(e)  It shall be unlawful for any person to advertise for sale, to sell, to use, to install, or to have installed any device which causes an 
odometer to register any mileage other than the actual mileage driven.  For the purposes of this subsection, the actual mileage driven 
is that mileage driven by the vehicle as registered by the odometer with the manufacturer’s designed tolerance.
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40-9-30.  Fees for accident reports.

The department shall charge a fee of $5.00 for each copy of any accident report received and maintained by the department pursuant 
to Code Section 40-6-273. 

40-9-49.  Custody, disposition, and return of automobile damage security deposit.

(c)  In any case where, after the expiration of one year from the date of any deposit of security, the commissioner is unable to contact 
the depositor by mail or receives no response from the depositor, the commissioner shall have a notice printed in the local newspaper 
in which legal notices are usually printed, in the county of the last know address of the depositor, once each week for four consecutive 
weeks.  Such notice shall specify that the depositor is eligible for the return of the security subject to the provisions of this Code sec-
tion and shall further specify that, if no response is received from the notice within one year from the date on which the last notice is 
printed, the security will be deposited in the general fund of the state treasury.

40-11-2 (g).  Abandoned motor vehicles.  

(g) If the identity of the owners of such motor vehicle cannot be ascertained, the person removing or storing such vehicle shall place 
an advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where such vehicle was obtained or, if there is no newspaper 
in such county, shall post such advertisement at the county courthouse in such place where other public notices are posted.  Such 
advertisement shall run in the newspaper once a week for two consecutive weeks or shall remain posted at the courthouse for two 
consecutive weeks. The advertisement shall contain a complete description of the motor vehicle, its license and manufacturer’s vehi-
cle identification numbers, the location from where such vehicle was initially removed, the present location of such vehicle, and the 
fact that such vehicle is deemed abandoned and shall be disposed of if not redeemed.

41-2-9(a)(6). County’s sale of reusable materials of demolished structures; notice not required.

(6) If the public officer has the structure demolished, reasonable effort shall be made to salvage reusable materials for credit against 
the cost of demolition. The proceeds of any moneys received from the sale of salvaged materials shall be used or applied against 
the cost of the demolitionand removal of the structure, and proper records shall be kept showing application of sales proceeds. Any 
such sale of salvaged materials may be made without the necessity of public advertisement and bid. The public officer and governing 
authority are relieved of any and all liability resulting from or occasioned by the sale of any such salvaged materials, including, without 
limitation, defects in such salvaged materials; and

41-2-12(3)(b). Hearings for owners of unfit buildings or structures.

(b) For interested parties whose mailing address in unknown, a notice stating the date, time, and place of the hearing shall be pub-
lished in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements appear in such county once a week for two consecutive weeks prior to 
the hearing.

42-1-7(c). Access to Information Regarding Communicable Diseases of Inmates

Information released or obtained pursuant to this Code section shall be privileged and confidential and shall only be released or 
obtained by the institutions, facilities, or agencies who are parties to the transportation of the patient or inmate.  Any person making 
an unauthorized disclosure of such information shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

42-1-11.  Crime victim notification.

(e)  All identifying information regarding the victim, including the victim’s request and the notice provided by the custodial authority, 
shall be confidential and accessible only to the victim.  It is the responsibility of the victim to provide the custodial authority with a cur-
rent address.

42-1-12 (b)(1)(B).  Paroled registered sexually violent predators- public posting , availability to schools.

(B) A person who is a sexually violent predator shall register within ten days after his or her release from prison or placement on 
parole, supervised release, or probation the information required under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph with the appropriate sher-
iff’s office as specified in subsection (c) of this Code section in the county where such person will reside.  The sheriff may prepare a 
list of such sexual predators providing each person’ s name, address, and photograph.  The sheriff shall update the list periodically 
and may post such list in a prominent and visible location in the sheriff’s office and each city hall or primary administration building 
of every incorporated municipality within the county.  Such list shall also be made available upon request to any public or private 
elementary, secondary, or postsecondary schooll or educational institution located in the county. 
42-1-12(i).  Registry of sexual offenders.

(i)  The information collected under the state registration program shall be treated as private data except that:
 (1)  Such information may be disclosed to law enforcement agencies for law enforcement purposes;
 (2)  Such information may be disclosed to government agencies conducting confidential background checks;
 (3)  The Georgia Bureau of Investigation or any sheriff maintaining  records required under this Code section shall release rel-
evant information collected under this Code section that is necessary to protect the public concerning those persons required to regis-
ter under this Code section, except that the identity of a victim of an offense that  requires registration under this Code section 
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shall not be released.  In addition to any other notice that may be necessary to protect the public, nothing in this Code section shall 
prevent any sheriff from posting this information in any public building in addition to those locations enumerated in subparagraph (b)
(1)(B) of this Code section; and
 (4)  It shall be the responsibility of the sheriff maintaining records required under this Code section to enforce the criminal provi-
sions of  this Code section.  The sheriff may request the assistance of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation upon his or her discretion.

42-4-7(a).  Penal Institutions- Sheriff’s record of prisoners, inspection of public records.

(a)  The sheriff shall keep a record of all persons committed to the jail of the county of which he or she is sheriff.  This record shall 
contain the name of the person committed, such person’s age, sex, race, under what process such person was committed and from 
what court the process issued, the crime with which the person was charged, the date of such person’s commitment to jail, the day of 
such person’s discharge, under what order such person was discharged, and the court from which the order issued.  This record shall 
be subject to examination by any person in accordance with the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to the inspec-
tion of public records.  
42-8-40.  Confidentiality of papers; exemption from subpoena; declassification.

All reports, files, records, and papers of whatever kind relative to the state-wide probation system are declared to be confidential and 
shall be available only to the probation system officials and to the judge handling a particular case.  They shall not be subject to pro-
cess of subpoena.  However, these records may be declassified by a majority vote of the board whenever the board deems it advis-
able.

42-8-62.  First Offender Records.

(a)  Upon fulfillment of the terms of probation, upon release by the court prior to the termination of the period thereof, or upon release 
from confinement, the defendant shall be discharged without court adjudication of guilt.  The discharge shall completely exonerate the 
defendant of any criminal purpose and shall not affect any of his civil rights or liberties; and the defendant shall not be considered to  
have a criminal conviction.  It shall be the duty of the clerk of court to enter on the criminal docket and all other records of the court 
pertaining thereto the following:
 “Discharge filed completely exonerates the defendant of any criminal purpose and shall not affect any of his civil rights or liber-
ties; and the defendant shall not be considered to have a criminal conviction.  O.C.G.A. 42-8-62.”
Such entry shall be written or stamped in red ink, dated, and signed by the person making such entry  or, if the docket or record is 
maintained using computer print-outs, microfilm, or similar means, such entry shall be underscored, boldface, or made in a similar 
conspicuous manner and shall be dated and include the name of the person making such entry.  The criminal file, docket books, 
criminal minutes and final record, and all other records of the court relating to the offense of a defendant who has been discharged 
without court adjudication of guilt pursuant to this subsection shall not be altered as a result of that discharge, except for the entry of 
discharge thereon required by this subsection, nor shall the contents thereof be expunged or destroyed as a result of that discharge.

42-8-65.  First Offender Records.

(a)  If otherwise allowable by law in any subsequent prosecution of the defendant for any other offense, a prior finding of guilt may be 
pleaded and proven as if an adjudication of guilt had been entered and relief had not been granted pursuant to this article.
 (b)  The records of the Georgia Crime Information Center shall be modified, without a court order, to show a conviction in lieu 
of treatment as a first offender under this article whenever  the conviction of a person for another crime during the term of probation 
is reported to the Georgia crime Information Center.  If a report is made showing that such person has been afforded first offender 
treatment under this article on more than one occasion, the Georgia Crime Information Center may report information on first offender 
treatment as if they were convictions.  Such records may be disseminated by the Georgia Crime Information Center in the same man-
ner and subject to the same restrictions as any other records of convictions.
 (c)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, any person who is sentenced to a term of confinement pursuant to para-
graph (2) of subsection (a) of Code Section 42-8-60 shall be deemed to have been convicted of the offense during such term of 
confinement for all purposes except that records there of shall be treated as any other records of  first offenders under this article and 
except that such presumption shall not continue after completion of such person’s confinement sentence.  Upon completion of the 
confinement sentence such person shall be treated in the same manner and the procedures to be followed by the court shall be the 
same as in the case of a person placed on probation under this article.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.

42-8-103 (b).  Private probation services contract records open.

(b)  All records of any private corporation, private enterprise, or private agency contracting to provide services or of any county, 
municipality, or consolidated government entering into an agreement under the provisions of this article shall be open to inspection 
upon the request of the affected county, municipality, consolidated government, court, the Department of Audits and Accounts, or the 
council or its designee.

42-8-106 (a) & (b).  Probation supervision records restricted.

(a)  All reports, files, records, and papers of whatever kind relative to the supervision of probationers by a private corporation, private 
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enterprise, or private agency contracting under the provisions of this article or by a county, municipality, or consolidated government 
providing probation services under this article are declared to be confidential and shall be available only to the affected county, munic-
ipality, or consolidated government, the judge handling a particular case, the Department of Audits and Accounts, or the council or its 
designee.
(b)  In the event of a transfer of the supervision of a probationer from a private corporation, private enterprise, or a private agency or 
county, municipality, or consolidated government providing probation services under this article to the Department of Corrections, the 
Department of Corrections shall have access to any relevant reports, files, records, and papers, of the transferring entity.  All reports, 
files, records, and papers of whatever kind  relative to the supervision of probationers by private corporations, private enterprises, or 
private agencies under contracts authorized by this article or by a county, municipality, or consolidated government providing proba-
tion services under this article shall not be subject to process of subpoena.

42-9-20.1  Access to information regarding paroled felons.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 or any provisions of this chapter relating to the confidentiality of 
records, the State Board of Pardons and Paroles shall develop and implement a system whereby any interested citizen of this state 
shall be permitted to contact the board through an electronic calling system or by other means and receive information relating to 
persons who have been convicted of a felony, who have been paroled, and whose current addresses are within the State of Georgia.  
With respect to each parolee, the board shall provide the parolee’s name, sex, date of birth, current address, crime or crimes for 
which the parolee was convicted, and the beginning and ending dates of such person’s parole.  The board shall not release any infor-
mation regarding a person who has previously been paroled and whose civil rights have been restored.  The board shall be autho-
rized to charge a reasonable fee to cover the costs of providing such information.  The board shall be authorized to promulgate rules 
and regulations to carry out the provisions of this Code section.

42-9-44.1.  Sex offenders.

(e)  It shall be the duty of the sheriff of each county within this state to maintain a register of the names and addresses of all offenders 
providing information to the sheriff under this Code section.  Such register shall be open to public inspection.

42-9-53. Pardon and Paroles divulgence of confidential state secrets; conduct of hearings.

(b) All information, both oral and written, received by the members of the board in the performance of their duties under this chapter 
and all records, papers, and documents coming into their possession by reason of the performance of their duties under this chapter 
shall be classified as confidential state secrets until declassified by a resolution of the board passed at a duly constituted session of 
the board; provided, however, that the board shall be authorized to disclose to an alleged violator of parole or conditional release the 
evidence introduced against him at a final hearing on the matter of revocation of parole or conditional release.
 
(c) No person shall divulge or cause to be divulged in any manner any confidential state secret.  Any person violating this Code sec-
tion or any person who causes or procures a violation of this Code section or conspires to violate this Code section shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor.
(d) All hearings required to be held by this chapter shall be public, and the transcript thereof shall be exempt from subsection (b) of 
this  Code section.  All records and documents which were public records at the time they were received by the board are exempt 
from subsection (b) of this Code section.  All information, reports, and documents required by law to be made available to the General 
Assembly, the Governor, or the state auditor are exempt from subsection (b) of this Code section.

42-9-81.         Article VII.   Interstate commission on adult offender  supervision. 

                               Activities Of The Interstate Commission

The Interstate Commission shall meet and take such actions as are consistent with the provisions of this Compact.Except as oth-
erwise provided in this Compact and unless a greater percentage is required by the By-laws, in order to constitute an act of the 
Interstate Commission, such act shall have been taken at a meeting of the Interstate Commission and shall have received an affirma-
tive vote of the majority of the members present.Each Member of the Interstate Commission shall have the right and power to cast a 
vote to which that Compacting State is entitled and to participate in the business and affairs of the interstate Commission. A Member 
shall note in person on behalf of the state and shall not delegate a vote to another member state. However, a State Council shall 
appoint another authorized representative, in the absence of the commissioner  from that state, to cast a vote on behalf of the mem-
ber state at specified meeting.  The By-laws may provide for Members’ participation in meetings by telephone or other means of tele-
communication or electronic communication.  Any voting conducted by telephone, or other means of telecommunication or electronic 
communication shall be subject to the same quorum requirements of meetings where members are present in person.The Interstate 
Commission shall meet at least once during each calendar year. The chairperson of the Interstate Commission may call additional 
meetings at any time and, upon the request of a majority of the Members, shall call addition al meetings.The Interstate Commission’s 
By-laws shall establish condition and procedures under which the Interstate Commission shall make its information and official 
records available to the public for inspection or copying.  The Interstate Commission may exempt from disclosure any information or 
official records to the extent they would adversely affect personal privacy rights or proprietary interests.  In promulgating such Rules, 
the Interstate Commission may make available to law enforcement agencies records and information otherwise exempt for disclosure, 
and may enter into agreements with law enforcement agencies to receive or exchange information or records subject to nondisclosure 
and confidentiality provisions. Public notice shall be given of all meetings and all meetings shall be open to the public, except as set 
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forth in the Rules or as otherwise provided in the Compact.  The Interstate Commission shall promulgate Rules consistent with the 
principles contained in the ‘Government in Sunshine Act,’ 5 U.S.C. Section 552(b), as may be amended. The Interstate Commission 
and any of its committee may close a meeting to the public where it determines by two-thirds vote that an open meeting would be 
likely to:
(1)  Relate solely to the Interstate Commission’s internal personnel practices and procedures;
(2)  Disclose matters specifically exempted from disclosure by statue;
(3)  Disclose trade secrets or commercial or financial information which is privileged or confidential;
(4)  Involve accusing any person of a crime, or formally censuring any person;
(5)  Disclose information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;
(6)  Disclose investigatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes;
(7)  Disclose information contained in or related to examination, operating or  condition reports prepared by, or on behalf of or for the 
use of,  the Interstate Commission with respect to a regulated entity for the purpose of regulation or supervision of such entity;
 (8) Disclose information, the premature disclosure of which would significantly  endanger the life of a person or the stability of a regu-
lated entity;
 (9) Specifically relate to the Interstate Commission’s issuance of a subpoena, or its participation in a civil action or proceeding.
For every meeting closed pursuant to this provision, the interstate Commission’s chief legal officer shall publicly certify that, in his 
or her opinion, the meeting may be closed to the public, and shall reference each relevant exemptive provision.   The Interstate 
Commission shall keep minutes which shall fully and clearly describe all matters discussed in any meeting and shall provide a full and 
accurate summary of actions taken, and the reasons therefor, including a description of each of the views expressed on any item and 
the record of any rollcall vote (reflected in the vote of each Member on the question).  All documents considered in connection with 
any action shall be identified in such minutes.
The Interstate Commission shall collect standardized data concerning the interstate movement of offenders as directed through its 
By-laws and Rules which shall specify the data to be collected, the means of collection and date exchange and reporting require-
ments.  

43-1-2.  Examining Board Records.

 (k)The joint-secretary shall prepare and maintain a roster containing the names and addresses of all current licensees for each 
of the various state examining boards.  A copy of this roster shall be available to any person upon request at a fee prescribed by the 
joint-secretary sufficient to cover the cost of printing and distribution.  The following shall be treated as confidential and need not be 
disclosed without the approval of the state examining board to which application is made:
   (1)  Applications and other personal information submitted by applicants, except to the applicant, staff, and the board;
   (2)  Information, favorable or unfavorable, submitted by a reference source concerning an applicant, except to the staff and the 
board;
    (3)  Examination questions and other examination materials, except to the staff and the board; and
    (4)  The deliberations of the board with respect to an application, an examination, a complaint, an investigation, or a disciplinary 
proceeding, except as may be contained in official board minutes.

43-1-19 (h)(2)-(5).  Professional Licensing Board records and hearings restricted.

(2)  The results of all investigations initiated by the board shall be reported solely to the board, and the records of such investigations 
shall be kept for the board by the division director, with the board retaining the right to hve access at any time to such records.  No 
part of any such records shall be released, except to the board, for any purpose other than a hearing before the board, nor shall such 
records be subject to subpoena;  provided, however, that the board shall be authorized to release such records to another enforce-
ment agency or lawful licensing authority.
(3)  If a licensee is the subject of a board inquiry, all records relating to any person who receives services rendered by that licensee 
in his or her capacity as licensee shall be admissible at any hearing held to determine whether a violation of this chapter has taken 
place, regardless of any statutory privilege; provided, however, that any documentary evidence relating to a person who received 
those services shall be reviewed in camera and shall not be disclosed to the public.
(4)  The board shall have the authority to exclude all persons during its deliberations on disciplinary proceedings and to discuss any 
disciplinary matter in private with a license or applicant and the legal counsel of that license or applicant.
(5)  When a member of the public files a complaint with a professional licensing board or the division director against a licensee, 
within 30 days after the conclusion of the investigation of such complaint, the professional licensing board or the division director shall 
notify the complaintant of the disposition of such complaint.  Such notification shall include whether any action was taken by the board 
with regard to such complaint and the nature of such action.  In addition, the division director and the board shall upon request by the 
complainant advise the complainant as to the status of the complaint during the period of time that such complaint is pending.   

43-1-19(h)(3).  Professional licensing boards-documentary evidence shall not be disclosed to the public.

(3)  If a licensee is the subject of a board inquiry, all records relating to any person who receives services rendered by that licensee 
in his or her capacity as licensee shall be admissible at any hearing held to determine whether a violation of this chapter has taken 
place, regardless of any statutory privilege; provided, however, that any documentary evidence relating to a person who received 
those services shall be reviewed in camera and shall not be disclosed to the public.
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43-1-21.  Right of joint-secretary of examining board to disclose information.

The joint-secretary of the state examining boards is authorized to provide to any lawful licensing authority of this or any other state, 
upon inquiry by such authority, information regarding a past or pending investigation of or disciplinary sanction against any applicant 
for licensure by that board or licensee of that board notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (h) of Code Section 43-1-19 or any 
other law to the contrary regarding the confidentiality of that information.  Nothing in this Code section or chapter shall be construed 
to prohibit or limit the authority of the joint-secretary to disclose to any person or entity information concerning the existence of any 
investigation for unlicensed practice being conducted against any person who is neither licensed nor an applicant for licensure by a 
state examining board.

43-3-14.  Written examinations  for registered public accountants.

(b)  The board shall publish notice of the time and place of all examinations provided for in this Code section at least three consecu-
tive days in daily newspapers of general circulation published in the three cities in this state with the largest population according to 
the United States decennial census of 1970 or any future such census.  Any such notice shall be published at least 90 days prior to 
the examination to which it refers.

43-11-12.  Dentistry Board - minutes of meetings.

It shall be the duty of the joint-secretary to keep at his or her office the minutes of the board, together with all the books and records 
of the board, which books and records shall, except as provided in subsection (k) of Code Section 43-1-2, be public records open to 
inspection by the public except on Sundays and legal holidays.

43-11-18.  Listing of All Practicing Dentists Not Required.

All signs, cards, announcements, advertisements, or methods used to state or imply that dentistry may or will be done by anyone at 
any place in this state shall be required to list the full name of at least one individual practicing dentistry in such place.

43-14-12.1 (d)(2)  Publication of notice of seizure of contractor or vehicle.

(2)  The district attorney whose circuit includes the county in which the seizure is made, within 60 days after the seizure of any illegal 
commercial vehicle, shall institute proceedings by petition in the superior court of any county where the seizure was made against the 
commercial vehicle so seized and against any and all persons known to have an interest in or right affected by the seizure upon the 
owner or lessee of such property.  A copy of such petition shall be served upon the owner or lessee of such property, if known, and 
upon the person or persons having custody or possession of such property at the time of the confiscation or seizure.  If the owner or 
lessee, or person or persons having custody or possession of such property at the time of seizure, is unknown, notice of such pro-
ceedings shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements of the county 
are published.

43-14-12.2(b). Non-licensed utility contractor advertising.

(b) It shall be prima-facie evidence of a violation of this chapter if any person not licensed as a utility contractor advertises that such 
person is in the business or profession of a utility contractor or advertises in a manner such that the general public would believe that 
such person is a licensed utility contractor or in the business or profession of a utility contractor. Advertising under this subsection 
includes, but is not limited to, newspaper, television, or radio advertisements, telephone directory listings, mailings, business cards, or 
a sign or signs at a place of business or attached to a vehicle.

43-24A-15 (a-b).  Massage Therapy Ads Regulation.

(a) It is a violation of this chapter for any person to advertise massage therapy services unless such services are provided by a per-
son who holds a valid license under this chapter.
(b) It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to adverise:
 (1) As a massage therapist unless the person holds a valid license under his chapter in the classification so advertised; or
 (2) Massage therapy services combined with escort or dating services or adult entertainment.

43-30-5.1.  Optometry Advertisements.

Any truthful written or broadcast advertising  for eye exam services whether regional or national by any optical firm with more than 
seven locations in the State of Georgia shall not be required to list the name of the optometrist in the advertisement provided those 
optometrists practicing under a trade name at a specific location shall be identified to any person inquiring by telephone.

43-33-18(a)(2)(C).  Mental and physical exams required for physical 
therapist licensing.

(C)  If any licensee or applicant could, in the absence of this paragraph, invoke a privilege to prevent the disclosure of the results of 
the examination provided for in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph or the records relating to the mental or physical condition of such 
licensee or applicant obtained pursuant to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, all such information shall be received by the board 
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in camera and shall not be disclosed to the public, nor shall any part of the record containing such information be used against any 
licensee or applicant in any other type of proceeding.
43-34-7.  Licensed medical permit holders and application information.
The executive director shall prepare and maintain a roster containing the names and business addresses of all current licensees, 
certificate holders, and permit holders for each of the various professions regulated by the Georgia Composite Medical Board. A copy 
of the roster shall be available to any person upon request at a fee prescribed by the board sufficient to cover the cost of printing and 
distribution. The following shall be treated as confidential, not subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to open records, 
and shall not be disclosed without the approval of the board:

   (1) Applications and other personal information submitted by applicants, except to the applicant, the staff, and the board;

   (2) Information, favorable or unfavorable, submitted by a reference source concerning an applicant, except to the staff and the 
board;

   (3) Examination questions and other examination materials, except to the staff and the board; and

   (4) The deliberations of the board with respect to an application, an examination, a complaint, an investigation, or a disciplinary 
proceeding, except as may be contained in official board minutes; provided, however, that such deliberations may be released only to 
another state or federal enforcement agency or lawful licensing authority. Releasing the documents pursuant to this paragraph shall 
not subject any otherwise privileged documents to the provisions of Code Section 50-18-70.

43-34-8(a)(13)(C)  Medical records of health licensees.

(C) If any licensee, certificate holder, or permit holder or applicant could, in the absence of this paragraph, invoke a privilege to pre-
vent the disclosure of the results of the examination provided for in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph or the records relating to the 
mental or physical condition of such licensee, certificate holder, or permit holder or applicant obtained pursuant to subparagraph (B) 
of this paragraph, all such information shall be received by the board in camera and shall not be disclosed to the public, nor shall any 
part of the record containing such information be used against any licensee, certificate holder, or permit holder or applicant in any 
other type of proceeding;

43-34-8(d)(e).  Investigations of licensees.

(d) The executive director is vested with the power and authority to make, or cause to be made through employees or agents of the 
board, such investigations as he or she, or the board, or any district attorney may deem necessary or advisable in the enforcement of 
this chapter. Any person properly conducting an investigation on behalf of the board shall have access to and may examine any writ-
ing, document, or other material, except that as to which privilege has not been denied or deemed waived by this chapter, and which 
is deemed by the chairperson of the board, or vice chairperson if the chairperson is not available, to be related to the fitness of any 
licensee, certificate holder, permit holder, or applicant to practice pursuant to this chapter. The executive director or the chairperson of 
the board, or vice chairperson if the chairperson is not available, may issue subpoenas to compel such access. When a subpoena is 
disobeyed, the board may apply to the superior court of the county where the person to whom the subpoena is issued resides for an 
order requiring obedience. Failure to comply with such order shall be punishable as for contempt of court. The results of any investi-
gations whatsoever shall be reported only to the board, and the records of such investigations shall be kept by the board; no part of 
any such record shall be released for any purpose other than a hearing before the board and as provided in Chapter 34A of this title; 
nor shall such records be subject to subpoena. The board shall be authorized to release records that are not otherwise confidential or 
privileged only to another state or federal enforcement agency or lawful licensing authority and such release shall not alter the confi-
dential or privileged nature of the documents.

(e) In any hearing to determine a licensee’s, certificate holder’s, permit holder’s, or applicant’s fitness to practice pursuant to this 
chapter, any record relating to any patient of the licensee, certificate holder, permit holder, or applicant shall be admissible into evi-
dence, regardless of any statutory privilege which such patient might otherwise be able to invoke. In addition, no such patient may 
withhold testimony bearing upon a licensee’s, certificate holder’s, permit holder’s, or applicant’s fitness to practice pursuant to this 
chapter on the ground of privilege between such licensee, certificate holder, permit holder, or applicant and such patient. Any testi-
mony or written evidence relating to a patient of a licensee, certificate holder, permit holder, or applicant or to the record of any such 
patient shall be received by the board in camera and shall not be disclosed to the public.

43-34-37.  Records of Investigation of Physician.

(d)  The joint-secretary is vested with the power and authority to make, or cause to be made through employees or agents of the 
board, such investigations as he, or the board, or any district attorney may deem necessary or advisable in the enforcement of this 
chapter. Any person properly conducting an investigation on behalf of the board shall have access to and may examine any writing, 
document, or other material, except that as to which privilege has not been denied or deemed waived by this chapter, and which is 
deemed by the president of the board, or vice-president if the president is not available, to be related to the fitness of any licensee or 
applicant to practice medicine. The joint-secretary or the president of the board, or vice-president the president is not available, may 
issue subpoenas to compel such access. When a subpoena is disobeyed, the board may apply to the superior court of the county 
where the person to whom the subpoena is issued resides for an order requiring obedience. Failure to comply with such order shall 
be punishable as for contempt of court. The results of any investigations whatsoever shall be reported only to the board, and the 
records of such investigations shall be kept by the board;  no part of any such record shall be released for any purpose other than a 
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hearing before the board; nor shall such records be subject to subpoena.

43-39A-7 (b).  Real Estate appraisers- confidentiality of applications.

(b)  Notwithstanding any provision of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 to the contrary, all applications, including supporting docu-
ments and other personal information submitted by applicants and classified appraisers as part of an application filed with the board, 
shall be confidential.  The board shall deem as public records the following information and shall make such  information reason-
ably available for inspection by the general public: an appraiser’s name, classification number and status, business name, business 
address, business telephone number, type of classification held, and term of classification; the fact that an appraiser has or has not 
received a disciplinary sanction; and such other information pertaining to the classification of an appraiser or approval of a school, 
course, or instructor as the board may determine by rule.

43-39-16.  Privileged communications.

The confidential relations and communications between a licensed psychologist and client are placed  upon the same basis as those 
provided by law between attorney and client;  and nothing in this chapter shall be construed to require any such privileged communi-
cation to be disclosed.

43-39A-22.1(b). Real Estate appraisers-conviction data confidential.

(b)  After the board has opened an investigation by Code Section 43-39A-22, the board shall be authorized to obtain conviction data 
with respect to an applicant or appraiser who is the subject of such investigation.  The board may require any applicant or appraiser 
who is the subject of an investigation  conducted pursuant to Code Section 43-39A-22 and who has been convicted of, pled nolo 
contendere to, or been granted first offender treatment upon being charged with any criminal offense other than a traffic violation or 
any traffic violation driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs, homicide or feticide by vehicle, fleeing the scene of an accident, 
attempting to elude a police officer, or impersonating a law enforcement officer to submit to the board two complete sets of classifiable 
fingerprints of the applicant or appraiser.  Upon receipt thereof, the board shall submit both sets of fingerprints to the Georgia Crime 
Information Center which shall promptly transmit one set of fingerprints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for a search of bureau 
records and an appropriate report.  The Georgia Crime Information Center shall retain the other set of fingerprints and promptly con-
duct a search of its own records and records to which it has access.  The Georgia Crime Information Center shall notify the board in 
writing of any derogatory finding, including, but not limited to, any conviction data regarding the fingerprint records check or if there is 
no such finding.  All conviction data received by the board shall be used by it for the  exclusive purpose of carrying out its responsi-
bilities under this chapter, shall not be a public record, shall be privileged, and shall not be disclosed to any other person or agency 
except as provided in Code Section 43-39A-22.
43-39A-22 (d).  Real estate appraisers investigation records restricted.

(d)  The results of all investigations shall be reported only to the board or to the commissioner and the records of such investigations 
shall not be subject to subpoena in civil actions.  Records of investigations shall be kept by the board and no part of any investigation 
record shall be released for any purpose other than a hearing before the board or its designated hearing officer, review by another 
law enforcement agency or  lawful licensing authority upon issuance of a subpoena from such agency or authority or at the discretion 
of the board upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum of the board, review by the appraiser or applicant who is the subject 
of the notice of hearing after its service, review by the board’s legal counsel, or an appeal of a decision by the board to a court of 
competent jurisdiction; provided, however, if an investigation authorized by this chapter results in the board’s filing a notice of hearing 
or entering into settlement discussions with a member of the board, the commissioner shall immediately notify the Governor or the 
Governor’s legal counsel of such action by the board.  After service of a notice of hearing, the appraiser or applicant who is the sub-
ject of the notice of hearing shall have a right to obtain a copy oof the investigative record pertaining to the hearing.

43-40-7(b). Real estate brokers and salespersons-personal information on application confidential.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50 to the contrary, all applications, including supporting documents 
and other personal information submitted by applicants and licensees as part of an application filed with the commission, shall be con-
fidential. The commission shall deem as public records the following information and shall make such information reasonably avail-
able for inspection by the general public; A licensee’s name, license number and status, business name, business address, business 
telephone number, type of license held, and term of license; the fact that a licensee has or has not received a disciplinary sanction; 
and such other information pertaining to the license of a licensee or approval of a school, course, or instructor as the commission may 
determine by rule.

43-40-9(e)(1)(E).  Property advertisement shall list Georgia broker.

(E)  That any advertisement by any means of Georgia real property shall identify the listing Georgia broker.

43-40-27 (d).  Georgia Real Estate Commission investigation records restricted.

(d)  The results of all investigations shall be reported only to the commission or to the commissioner, and the records of such inves-
tigations shall not be subject to subpoena in civil actions.  Records of investigations shall be kept by the commission and no part 
of any investigative record shall be released for any purpose other than a hearing before the commission or its designated hearing 
officer, review by another law enforcement agency or lawful licensing authority upon issuance of a subpoena from such agency or 
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authority or at the discretion of the commission upon an affirmative vote of a majority of the quorum of the commission, review by the 
respondent after the service of a notice of hearing after its service, review by the commission’s legal counsel, or an appeal of a deci-
sion by the commission to a court of competent jurisdiction; provided, however, if an investigation authorized by this chapter results in 
the commission’s filing a notice of hearing or entering into settlement discussions with a member of the commission, the commission 
shall immediately notify the Governor or the Governor’s legal counsel of such action by the commission.  After service of a notice of 
hearing, a license or applicant who is the subject of the notice of hearing shall have a right to obtain a copy of the investigative record 
pertaining to the hearing.  Nothing in this subsection shall prevent the commission, in its sole discretion, from notifying persons who 
request investigations or the licensee or applicant who is the subject of the notice of hearing of the receipt of a request for investiga-
tion or the commission’s disposition of the investigation nor from making available to the public any document that becomes a public 
record during the hearing process authorized by Chapter 13 of Title 50, the ‘Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.’

43-40-27(d), (f).  Real estate misconduct investigations.
 
(d)  The results of all investigations shall be reported only to the commission or to the commissioner, and the records of such investi-
gations shall not be subject to subpoena in civil actions.  Records of investigations shall be kept by the commission and no part of any 
investigative record shall be released for any purpose other than a hearing before the commission or its designated hearing officer, 
review by another law enforcement agency or lawful licensing authority upon issuance of a subpoena from such agency or authority 
or at the discretion of the commission upon an affirmative vote of all members of the commission, review by the respondent after the 
service of a notice of hearing, review by the commission’s legal counsel, or an appeal of a decision by the commission to a court of 
competent jurisdiction.

(f)  The commission shall have the authority to exclude all persons during the commission’s or the staff of the commission’s:
 (1)  Deliberations on disciplinary proceedings;
 (2)  Meetings with a licensee or an applicant or the legal counsel of that licensee or applicant in which the licensee or applicant 
seeks to settle a contested case.
 (3)  Review of the results of investigations initiated under this Code section.

44-2-67.  Process and notice for land registration action.

(a)(3)  The clerk of the superior court shall also cause to be published for four separate weeks in the newspaper in which the adver-
tisements of sheriff’s sales in the county are advertised a notice addressed “to whom it may concern” and to each person named in 
the petition as a defendant who resides outside of the state or whose place of residence is unknown.  The notice shall give notice of 
the filing of the petition by the petitioner and a description of the land which the petitioner seeks to register and shall warn such defen-
dants to show cause why the petition should not be granted before the court on the date named in the process.

44-2-131.  Petition by heirs at law for declaration of title by descent.

(c)  Upon the petition being filed, the judge shall grant an order setting the petition down to be heard at the courthouse in the county 
where the land is located, on some day not less than 30 days from the date of the petition, and calling on all persons to show cause 
before the court on that day why the persons named as heirs at law in the petition should not be so declared to be by the judgment 
and decree of the court.  A copy of the petition and the order of the court thereon shall be published in the newspaper in which the 
sheriff’s sales of the county are advertised in like manner as sheriff’s sales are advertised.

44-2-132.  Compelling production of owner’s certification for registration of involuntary transfer; cancellation of certificate upon failure 
to produce it; notice of cancellation.

Whenever an involuntary transfer is sought to be registered under this article and the owner’s certificate is not produced so that it can 
be attached to the order directing a transfer, the court shall have the power to issue a subpoena for the production of documentary 
evidence or any other process designed to compel the production of the owner’s certificate, including attachment for contempt.  If, 
after the process issues, the owner’s certificate is not produced or if it appears to the court that there is no practical means of com-
pelling its production, the court may nevertheless grant the order of transfer but shall cause the clerk to enter a cancellation of the 
certificate of title on the title register and to give notice once a week for four weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s sales of the 
county are advertised that such certificate has been canceled; the cost of making the advertisement shall be deposited with the clerk 
before the judge shall grant the order of transfer without the production of the certificate.

44-2-133.  Procedure for obtaining duplicate of lost owner’s certificate.

Whenever an owner’s certificate of title is lost or destroyed, the owner or his personal representative may petition the court for the 
issuance of a duplicate.  Notice of the petition shall be published once a week for four successive weeks in the newspaper in which 
the sheriff’s sales of the county are published.

44-2-134.  Filing of caveat in order to object to entry, registration, etc., in title register; show cause hearing upon caveat.

(b)  After the filing of the caveat has been noted, the matter shall be presented to the judge who shall order all persons at interest to 
show cause on a day named why the relief prayed for in the caveat should not be granted.  Upon proof being made that due notice 
has been given to all parties at interest, the judge shall proceed to hear the matter and shall render a judgment of the court giving 
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direction to the matter and may thereupon require such entry, registration, or notation to be canceled or modified and may require that 
outstanding certificate of title and owner’s certificate to be modified accordingly.  To that end the court may require the outstanding 
owner’s certificate of title to be brought into court by subpoena for the production of documentary evidence or other process, including 
attachment for contempt; and, if the court finds that production of the certificate cannot be compelled, it shall provide for publication 
of notice of the court’s action thereon for a period of time not less than once a week for four weeks in the newspaper in which the 
sheriff’s sales of the county are advertised, the expense of making the publication to be provided for in such manner as the court shall 
order. 

44-2-173. Petition for involuntary transfer of real estate.

Whenever it is desired to have involuntary transfer registered, petition therefor shall be made to the judge of the court.  The judge 
may hear the facts or, in his discretion, may refer the petition to an examiner of titles to hear and report the facts.  The judge shall see 
to it that all parties at interest are given reasonable notice before any order of transfer is made.  Whenever, in his judgment, the inter-
ests of justice so require, the judge shall cause notice of the petition to be published in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s sales of 
the county are advertised for not less than four times in four separate weeks.

44-2-223.  Advertisement for land registration.

The advertisement to be inserted in the newspaper in which sheriff’s sales of the county are advertised for four insertions in separate 
weeks should be substantially in the following form:

 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF _____________COUNTY STATE OF GEORGIA
  In repetition                                  Civil action
  of ________                                 File no. _______
                                    
 To whom it may concern, and to (here insert the names of all respondents, if any, who reside beyond the limits of the state, or 
whose place of residence is unknown):
 Take notice that _____________has filed in said court a petition seeking to register the following lands under the provisions of 
the Land Registration Law: (Here describe lands). You are warned to show cause to the contrary, if any you have, before said court 
on the __day of ____, 20__.
 This _________day of __________, 20_______.

 _________________
 Clerk

44-3-8(f).  Liability of media for subdivision advertisements.

(f)  The owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of any newspaper, magazine, visual or sound radio broadcasting station or network of 
stations, or the agents or employees of any such owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of such a newspaper, magazine, station or 
network of stations shall not be liable under this article for any advertising of any subdivision, lot, parcel, or unit in subdivision carried 
in any such newspaper or magazine or by any such visual or sound radio broadcasting station or network of stations, nor shall any 
of them be liable under this article for the contents of any such advertisement, unless the owner, publisher, licensee, or operator has 
actual knowledge of the falsity thereof.

44-3-11.  Subdivision Advertising.

The owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of any newspaper, magazine, visual or sound radio broadcasting station or network 
of stations, or the agents or employees of any such owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of such a newspaper, magazine, station 
or network of stations shall not be liable under this article for any advertising of any  subdivision, lot,  parcel, or unit in any subdivision 
carried in any such newspaper or magazine or by any such visual or sound radio broadcasting station or network of stations, nor shall 
any of them be liable under this article for the contents of any such advertisement, unless the owner, publisher, licensee, or operator 
has actual knowledge of the falsity thereof.

44-3-49.  Liability of media for subdivision advertisements.

The owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of any newspaper, magazine, visual or sound broadcasting station or network of stations 
or the agents or employees of any owner, publisher, licensee, or operator of a newspaper, magazine, visual or sound broadcasting 
station or network of stations shall not be liable under this article for any advertising of any subdivision or any lot,  parcel, unit, or 
interest in any subdivision which is carried in a newspaper or magazine or by any visual or sound broadcasting station or network of 
stations nor shall any of those persons be liable under this article for the contents of the advertisement.

44-3-185. False advertising prohibited time-share units

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, directly or indirectly, to sell or offer for sale time-share intervals in this state by authorizing, 
using, directing, or aiding in the dissemination, publication, distribution, or circulation of any statement, advertisement, radio broad-
cast, or telecast concerning the time-share project in which the time-share intervals are offered, which contains any statement, or 
sketch which is false or misleading or contains any representation or pictorial representation of proposed improvements or nonexistent 
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scenes without clearly indicating that the improvements are proposed and the scenes do not exist.

(b) Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to hold the publisher or employee of any newspaper, or any job printer, or any 
broadcaster or telecaster, or any magazine publisher, or any of the employees thereof, liable for any publication referred to in subsec-
tion (a) of this Code section unless the publisher, employee, or printer has actual knowledge of the falsity thereof or has an interest 
either as an owner or agent in the time-share project so advertised.

44-5-151.  Anatomical gift; confidentiality of HIV test result.

 (2) If the donor is deceased, provide confidential notification of such determination to any known physician of the donor, which 
physician shall have the sole discretion whether the person who executed the gift of the body part or any person at risk of being 
infected with HIV by the donor should be notified by that physician of such determination.

44-5-211. Forfeiture of abandoned cemetery lots.

(e) (1) Notice of the hearing shall be given by the owner, the governing board, or other officials by posting copies of the notice in three 
conspicuous places in the cemetery which is owned or operated by the owner, the governing board, or other officials and by mailing a 
copy of the notice by registered or certified mail to the last known owner of the lot; and a notice of the hearing shall be published once 
each week for three successive weeks in some newspaper of general circulation in the county, the first publication being made not 
less than 30 days before the date of the hearing.
 (2) The notice shall identify the lot and shall state:
   (A) The name and address of the last known owner of the lot;
   (B) That a hearing will be held to determine whether or not the present owner of the lot shall have his rights an interests therein 
terminated and forfeited by a declaration of abandonment of the lot; and
    (C) The time and place of the hearing.
(d) Within 30 days after the date on which the court order is entered, the cemetery owner, the governing board, or other officials shall 
publish notice of the order once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the cemetery is located and shall mail a 
copy of the order by registered or certified mail to the last known owner of the lot or to the last known owner of the right of interment 
in the lot.

44-6-167.  When sale of lands ordered partition.

Whenever an application is made for the partition of lands and tenements and any of the parties interest convinces the court that a 
fair and equitable division of the lands and tenements cannot be made by means of metes and bounds because of improvements 
made thereon, because the premises are valuable for mining purposes or for the erection of mills or other machinery, or because the 
value of the entire lands and tenements will be depreciated by the partition applied for, the court shall order a sale of such lands and 
tenements.  The court shall appoint three discreet persons as commissioners to conduct such sale under such regulations and upon 
such just and equitable terms as it may prescribe.  The sale shall take place on the first Tuesday in the month, shall be at the place of 
public sales in the county in which the land is located, and shall be advertised in some public newspaper once a week for four weeks.
44-7-79.  Execution and levy of distress warrant.

Whenever a distress warrant is granted pursuant to this article, the distress warrant may be levied by the marshal, the sheriff, or the 
deputy on any property belonging to said tenant whether found on the premises or elsewhere; and the marshal, the sheriff, or the 
deputy shall advertise and sell the property  in the same manner as in the case of levy and sale under execution.

44-9-41. Contents of petition for private easement.

 (5) In all cases, the matter shall be advertised once a week for four consecutive weeks in the county newspaper which carries the 
sheriff advertisements.  The advertisement shall describe the easement to be condemned as set forth in the petition and the owner or 
owners of the property so far as the same are known

44-10-26. Designation by ordinance of historic properties or districts.

 (2) The commission and the local governing body shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance.  Notice of the hearing shall 
be published at least three times in the principal newspaper of general circulation within the municipality or county in which the prop-
erty or properties to be designated or acquired are located; and written notice of the hearing shall be mailed by the commission to all 
owners and occupants of such properties.  All the notices shall be published or mailed not less than ten nor more than 20 days prior 
to the date set for the public hearing.

44-12-204. Notice and publication of lists of abandoned property.

(a) Within 120 days from the filing  of the report required by Code Section 44-12-202 or 44-12-203, the state revenue commissioner 
shall cause notice to be published at least once each week for two successive weeks in an English language newspaper of general 
circulation in the county in this state in which is located the last known address of any person to be named in the notice.
(b) The published notice shall be entitled “Notice of Names of Persons Appearing to be Owners of Abandoned Property” and shall 
contain:
 (1) The names, in alphabetical order, and last known addresses, if any, of persons listed in the report and entitled to notice within 
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the county;
 (2)  A statement that information concerning the amount or description of the property and the name and address of the holder 
may be obtained by any persons possessing an interest in the property by addressing an inquiry to the state revenue commissioner; 
and
   (3) A statement that, if proof of claim is not presented by the owner to the holder and if the owner’s right to receive the property 
is not established to the holder’s satisfaction within 65 days from the date of the second published notice, the abandoned property 
will be placed, not later that 85 days after such publication date, in the custody of the state revenue commissioner, to whom all further 
claims must thereafter be directed.

44-12-321(b).  Die, form or pattern molder’s intent to sell unclaimed item.

(b)  If there is no return of the receipt of the mailing or if the postal service returns the notice as being undeliverable, or the molder 
shall publish notice of the molder’s intention to sell the die, mold, form, or pattern in a newspaper of general circulation in the county 
of the customer’s last known place of business.  The notice shall include a description of the die, mold, form, or pattern.

44-13-7.  Publication of notice of application for homestead exemption.

When the schedule has been filed and the application has been made, the judge of the probate court, in order that all persons may 
know when action will be taken on the petition, shall publish in the newspaper in which the legal advertisements of the county are 
published, not more than twice, a notice as follows:
  “A.B. has applied for exemption of personalty, and setting apart and valuation of realty exempt from levy and sale under Article 1 of 
Chapter 13 of Title 44 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, and I will pass upon the same at_____ ., on the ___day of _______, 
20_____, at my office.  C.D. , Judge of the Probate Court.”

44-13-82. Sale of realty and distribution of proceeds by receiver.

When a receiver is appointed as provided in Code Section 44-13-80, he shall proceed to advertise the real estate once a week for 
four weeks in the public newspaper in which the sheriff’s sales of the county are advertised.  On the first Tuesday of the month imme-
diately following the last advertisement, the receiver shall expose the same for sale at public auction and the money arising from the 
sale of the property shall be delivered to the judge of the probate court for distribution among the several creditors of the applicant, 
such distribution to be made according to the dignity of the claims of the several creditors.
 
44-13-83. Procedure for sale of personalty.

Personal property shall be disposed of in the manner provided in Code Section 44-13-82, except that the receiver shall advertise the 
same in three of the most public places of the county for 30 days and shall not be required to advertise the same in a public newspa-
per.

44-14-120.  Enforcement of rights under trust deed.

 (2) Upon the petition being filed, the court shall grant an order directing the sums demanded in the petition, together with interest 
and costs, to be paid into the court on or before the first day of the  next term immediately succeeding the one at which the order is 
granted, which order shall be published once a week for four weeks in some newspaper generally circulated in the county or shall be 
served on the maker of the deed or his special agent or attorney at least 20 days prior to the time at which the money is directed to 
be paid into the court.

44-14-162.  Foreclosure of mortgages under power of sale.

No sale of real estate under powers contained in mortgages, deeds, or other lien contracts shall be valid unless the sale shall be 
advertised and conducted at the time and place and in the usual manner of the sheriff’s sales in the county in which such real estate 
or a part thereof is located and unless notice of the sale shall have been given as required by Code Section

44-14-162-2. Notice for sale under power in a  mortgage.

(B) The notice required by subsection (a) of this Code section shall be given by mailing to the debtor a copy of the published legal 
advertisement or a copy of the notice of sale submitted to the publisher.

44-14-180.  Manner of foreclosing on mortgages.

 (2) Upon the filing of the petition, the court shall grant a rule directing that the principal, the interest, and the costs be paid into court.  
The rule shall be published twice a month for two months or served on the mortgagor or his special agent or attorney at least 30 days 
prior to the time at which the money is directed to be paid into the court.

44-14-302. Levy and sale of property.

When the execution provided for by Code Section 44-14-300 is delivered to a constable, he shall levy on the property wherever it may 
be found; and, after advertising the same for ten days preceding the sale by giving a full description of the property to be sold and the 
process under which he is proceeding in a written advertisement at three or more public places in the district in which the property 
may be found, he shall put up and expose the property for sale as provided in this Code section.
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44-14-411.  Sale of property at public auction by involuntary depository.

The depositories shall publish a notice containing a general description of the property and the time  and place of sale once a week 
for two successive weeks prior to the date of the sale in a newspaper of general circulation in the place of the sale or the nearest 
place thereto.

45-1-4 (c).  Identity of public employee who files complaint of departmental fraud- protected from disclosure.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, such public employer shall not after receipt of a complaint or information from a 
public employee disclose the identity of the public employee without the written consent of such public employee, unless the public 
employer determines such disclosure is necessary and unavoidable during the course of the investigation.  In such event, the public 
employee shall be notified in writing at least seven days prior to such disclosure.
(d)(1) No public employer shall make, adopt, or enforce any policy or practice preventing a public employee from disclosing a violation 
of or noncompliance with a law, rule, or regulation to either a supervisor or a government agency. 

45-1-5.  Terminated government employee records- duty to purge.

When an employee of the state or of a county, municipality, or school district is terminated and, as a condition of a settlement agree-
ment, the personnel file of the employee is to be partially or totally purged, the former employee’s personal records, including both the 
personnel file and any associated work history records, shall be clearly designated with notation that such records have been purged 
as a condition of a settlement agreement.  Such notation shall be disclosed to anysubsequent governmental entity seeking informa-
tion as to a former employee’s work history for the sole purpose of making a hiring decision.

45-10-1.  Establishment and text of code of ethics for government service generally 

There is established for and within the state and for and in all governments therein a code of ethics for government service which 
shall read as follows:
 
 CODE OF ETHICS FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE
 
      Any person in government service should:
         I. Put loyalty to the highest moral principles and to country above loyalty to persons, party, or government department.
         II. Uphold the Constitution, laws, and legal regulations of the United States and the State of Georgia and of all governments 
therein and never be a party to their evasion.
         III. Give a full day’s labor for a full day’s pay and give to the performance of his duties his earnest effort and best thought.
         IV. Seek to find and employ more efficient and economical ways of getting tasks accomplished.
         V. Never discriminate unfairly by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether for remuneration or not, and 
never accept, for himself or his family, favors or benefits under circumstances which might be construed by reasonable persons as 
influencing the performance of his governmental duties.
         VI. Make no private promises of any kind binding upon the duties of office, since a government employee has no private word 
which can be binding on public duty.
         VII. Engage in no business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious perfor-
mance of his governmental duties.
         VIII. Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for making 
private profit.
         IX. Expose corruption wherever discovered.
         X. Uphold these principles, ever conscious that public office is a public trust.

45-10-3.  Code of ethics for members of boards, commissions, and authorities -- Establishment and text 

Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, each member of all boards, commissions, and authorities created by general 
statute shall:
   (1) Uphold the Constitution, laws, and regulations of the United States, the State of Georgia, and all governments therein and never 
be a party to their evasion;
   (2) Never discriminate by the dispensing of special favors or privileges to anyone, whether or not for remuneration;
   (3) Not engage in any business with the government, either directly or indirectly, which is inconsistent with the conscientious perfor-
mance of his governmental duties;
   (4) Never use any information coming to him confidentially in the performance of governmental duties as a means for making pri-
vate profit;
   (5) Expose corruption wherever discovered;
   (6) Never solicit, accept, or agree to accept gifts, loans, gratuities, discounts, favors, hospitality, or services from any person, asso-
ciation, or corporation under circumstances from which it could reasonably be inferred that a major purpose of the donor is to influ-
ence the performance of the member’s official duties;
   (7) Never accept any economic opportunity under circumstances where he knows or should know that there is a substantial possi-
bility that the opportunity is being afforded him with intent to influence his conduct in the performance of his official duties;
   (8) Never engage in other conduct which is unbecoming to a member or which constitutes a breach of public trust; and
   (9) Never take any official action with regard to any matter under circumstances in which he knows or should know that he has a 
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direct or indirect monetary interest in the subject matter of such matter or in the outcome of such official action.

45-10-93 (c).  Joint Legislative Ethics committee- duty to designate where the public may file papers/correspond with the committee.

(c) The committee shall designate the place where members of the public may file papers or correspond with the committee and 
receive any form or instruction from the committee.  The committee shall preserve all complaints, statements, and other documenta-
tion received or generated by the committee.

45-11-6. Demanding more than legal fees for advertising.

Any judge of the probate court, sheriff, coroner, clerk, marshal, or other officer who shall receive, collect, or demand other and greater 
fees for any legal advertising than are provided by law shall be guilty of extortion as defined in Code Section 45-11-5, and shall be 
punished as provided in that Code section.
45-11-7. Retaining compensation for legal advertisements.

If any officer shall directly or indirectly demand or retain as a commission any part of the compensation allowed by law to publishers 
for publishing legal advertisements, he shall be guilty of extortion as defined in Code Section 45-11-5 and shall be punished as pro-
vided in that Code section.

45-13-27.  Publication of official state directory.

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to publish in each odd-numbered year an official directory of state and county officials and 
officers.  Such directory shall also contain the names of the members of the Georgia delegation to the Congress of the United States.  
The directory shall contain the name, political party affiliation, independent status, or nonpartisan status of each person elected to a 
state or county office or to the Congress of the United States from this state.  The directory shall contain such additional information 
as the Secretary of State shall prescribe in order to make the directory a useful and convenient reference work.

45-13-28.  Public information services and materials; user fees.

The Secretary of State shall be authorized to prescribe by rule or regulation user fees to be charged and collected for public informa-
tion services and materials, including, but not limited to, the state directory and the mail reference service; and for electrostatic copies, 
photostatic copies, microfilm, microfiche, and photographs of information, documents, or records which the Secretary of State is statu-
torily required to accept, maintain, or compile.  Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 
50, the “Georgia Administrative Procedure Act.”  The fees shall be in such amounts which are reasonably estimated to cover the cost 
of the services, materials, or copies provided.

45-13-46.  State archives documents.

Any state, county, or other official is authorized, in his or her discretion, to turn over for permanent preservation in the Division of 
Archives and History any official books, records, documents, original papers, manuscript files, newspaper files, portraits, and printed 
volumes not in current use in his or her office.  The Secretary of State shall provide for the preservation of said materials; and, when 
so surrendered, copies thereof shall be made and certified by the director upon the application of any person interested, which certifi-
cation shall have the same force and effect  as if made by the officers originally in custody of them and for which the same fees shall 
be charged. 

45-13-50.  State archives access.

The Division of Archives and History shall make accessible to the general public for not less that the hours of 9:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
on every Saturday, except legal holidays and such days as may be required to relocate the division and the records therein, such 
records and facilities as are ordinarily available to the public during regular office hours on weekdays. 

45-16-27 (c-e).  Medical examiner and coroner documents and autopsy photographs confidential.

(c).  When a coroner or a medical examiner or a medical examiner from the office of the chief medical examiner, as established in 
Code Section 35-3-153, conducts an investigation into the death of an individual, the coroner, medical examiner or medical examiner 
from the office of chief medical examiner shall be authorized to issue subpoenas to compel the production of any books, records, 
including but not limited to medical records from hospitals, medical clinics, psychiatric hospitals, physicians’ offices, chiropractors’ 
offices, and any other health care delivery facility, or papers relevant to the cause of death including without limitation AIDS confiden-
tial information as defined by Code section 31-22-9.1.  Any books, records, or papers received by the coroner, medical examiner, or 
medical examiner from the office of the chief medical examiner pursuant to the subpoena must be regarded as confidential informa-
tion and privileged and not subject to disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.  The actual costs of copying any books, 
records, or papers for the purposes of responding to a subpoena under this subsection shall be paid out of county funds to the person 
or entity required to respond to that subpoena, and the governing authority of the county which that coroner or county medical exam-
iner is a public officer shall pay those costs within 30 days after a bill therefor is submitted to the county.  A medical examiner from 
the office of chief medical examiner shall pay the costs of copying from state funds within 30 days after a bill therefor is submitted to 
the state.
(d)Autopsy photographs shall not be subject to disclosure pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of title 50; provided, however, that this 
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subsection shall have no application to the disclosure of such photographs to law enforcement agencies and prosecutors for law 
enforcement purposes or, in closed criminal investigations, to medical schools, medical facilities, and physicians for medical purposes; 
to individuals who have secured a written release from the deceased’s next of kin; or to the next of kin.  It shall be the responsibility 
of the next of kin to show proof of the familial  relationship.  For purposes of securing a written release or when access to the photo-
graphs is requested by the next of kin, the deceased’s next of kin shall be:
(1)  The spouse of the deceased if living;
(2)  If there is no living spouse of the deceased, an adult child of the deceased;
(3)  If there is no living spouse or adult child, a parent of the deceased; 
(4)  If there is no living spouse, adult child, or parent, a sibling of the deceased;
(5)  If there is no living spouse, adult child, parent, or sibling of the deceased, a grandparent of the deceased;
(6) If none of the above are living, an uncle of the deceased;
(7) If none of the above are living, an aunt of the deceased;
(8) If none of the above are living, a first cousin of the deceased.

(e) (1) Crime scene photographs and video recordings, including photographs and video recordings created or produced by a state or 
local agency or by a perpetrator or suspect at a crime scene, which depict or describe a deceased person in a state of dismember-
ment, decapitation, or similar mutilation including, without limitation, where the deceased person’s genitalia are exposed, shall not be 
subject to disclosure pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50; provided, however, that this subsection shall not prohibit disclo-
sure of such material to the deceased’s next of kin or to an individual who has secured a written release from the next of kin
45-16-34 (b).  Documents subpoenaed by coroners.

Any books, records, or papers received by the coroner or medical examiner pursuant to the subpoena must be regarded as confiden-
tial information and privileged and not subject to disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.

45-17-8.2 (b).   Notary public advertising.

(b) A notary who is not an attorney licensed to practice law in this state who advertises the person’s services as a notary public in 
English or any other language, by radio, television, signs, pamphlets, newspapers, other written communication, or in any other man-
ner, shall post or otherwise include with the advertisement the notice set forth in this subsection in English and in every other lan-
guage used for the advertisement. The notice shall be of a conspicuous size, if in writing, and shall state: ’I AM NOT AN ATTORNEY 
LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW IN THE STATE OF GEORGIA, AND I MAY NOT GIVE LEGAL ADVICE OR ACCEPT FEES FOR 
LEAGAL ADVICE.’ If the advertisement is made by radio or television, the statement may be modified but must include substantially 
the same message.

45-18-36.  401K/ investment options information of public officers- confidential

(a) The salary reduction of deduction referred to in this article shall be instituted at the request of the participating employees by the 
payroll departments applicable to the respective employees. 
(b)  Records of participating agreements, payroll deductions, investment options, and other individual account information shall be 
maintained as confidential by the administrator.

45-19-31. Unlawful practices in advertisement of employment.

It is an unlawful practice for any employer to print or publish or cause to be printed or published a notice or advertisement relating
to employment by such an employer indicating any preference, limitation, specification, or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, handicap, or  age, except that such a notice or advertisement may indicate a preference, limitation, or specifica-
tion based on race, color,  religion, national origin, sex, handicap, or age when religion, national origin, sex, handicap, or age is a 
bona fide occupational qualification for employment.

45-20-1(d)(11).  Access to registry of employment opportunities.

(11)  Maintain and make available to the public at large a state-wide central registry of employment vacancies and job announce-
ments in state government as provided to the state merit system by agencies seeking assistance in filling job vacancies.

45-20-91.  State Employee Drug Tests.

Any applicant for state employment who refuses to submit to an established test for the use of illegal drugs or who shows a posi-
tive result from such test shall be disqualified from employment by the state or any public school system.  Such disqualification shall 
not be removed for a period of two years from the date that such test was administered or offered, whichever is later.  The State 
Personnel Board shall provide by rule and regulation for the administration of the test and any verification procedure.  The results of 
such tests as to person deemed disqualified as a result shall be confidential and shall not be a public record.

45-22-9.  Hazardous Chemicals.

On and after July 1, 1989, each employer shall publish in January and July of each year a list of hazardous chemicals that its employ-
ees use or are exposed to in the workplace.  Such list shall be available for public inspection at the office of such employer.

Page 157



46-2-23.1 (b).  Gas company notice of application for alternative form of regulation.

(b)  A gas company may from time to time file an application with the commission to have its rates, charges, classifications, and ser-
vices regulated under an alternative form of regulation.  Within ten days of the filing, the gas company shall publish a notice generally 
describing the application in a newspaper or newspapers with general circulation in its service territory.

46-2-94.  Advertising for unauthorized household goods carrier.

(a)  Whenever the commission, after a hearing conducted in accordance  with the provisions of subsection (b) of the Code Section 
46-2-91, finds that any person, firm, or corporation is operating as a household goods carrier for hire without a valid certificate of pub-
lic convenience and necessity issued by  the commission or is holding itself out as such a carrier without such a certificate in violation 
of subsection (b) of this Code section, the commission may impose a fine of not more than $5,000.00 for each violation.  The com-
mission may assess the person, firm, or corporation an amount sufficient to cover the reasonable expense of investigation incurred by 
commission.  The commission may also assess interest at the rate specified in paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of Code Section 46-91 
on any fine or assessment imposed, to commence on the day the fine or assessment becomes delinquent.    All fines, assessments, 
and interest collected by the commission shall be paid into the general fund of the state treasury.  Any party aggrieved by a decision 
of the commission under this subsection may seek judicial review as provided in subsection  (c) of Code Section 46-2-91.
(b)  Any person, firm, or corporation who knowingly and willfully issues, publishes, or affixes or causes or permits the issuance, pub-
lishing, or affixing of any oral written advertisement, broadcast or other holding out to the public, or any portion thereof, that the per-
son, firm, or corporation is in operation as a household goods carrier for hire without having a valid certificate of public convenience 
and necessity issued by the commission is guilty of a misdemeanor.  Any fine or assessment imposed by the commission pursuant to 
the provisions of subsection (a) of this Code section shall not bar criminal prosecution pursuant to the provisions of this subsection.

46-3-131. Revenue bonds, bond anticipation notes by public utility or transportation authority.

(I) Prior to the hearing of the cause, the clerk of the Superior Court of Fulton County shall publish in the official organ of Fulton County 
once during each of the two weeks immediately preceding the week in which the hearing is to be held a notice to the public that, on 
the day specified in the order providing for the hearing of the cause, the same will be heard.

46-3-132. Validation of contracts for payments pledged as security for bonds.

(c) Notice of such proceeding shall be included in the notice of validation hearing required by Code Section 46-3-131 to be issued 
and published by the clerk of the Superior Court of Fulton County.  In addition to such notice required to be published by the clerk of 
the Superior Court of Fulton County.  In addition to such notice required to be published in Fulton County, such notice shall also be 
published in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are published, once a week during each of the two weeks immediately 
preceding the week of the hearing, in each county in which any portion of any of the defendant political subdivisions lie.

46-3-322. Incorporation of electric membership corporation.

(c) Together with the articles of incorporation, the incorporator or incorporators or his or their representative shall deliver to the 
Secretary of State:
       (4) A letter addressed to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the initial registered 
office of the electric membership corporation is to be located or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within that 
county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circula-
tion.  This letter shall contain a notice to be published four times in the newspaper and shall be in substantially the following form:
   (name and address of the newspaper designated by the incorporator or incorporators or his or their representative)

Dear Sirs:
 You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:
“____________(name of electric membership corporation) has been duly incorporated on ___________(month, day, and year 
to be inserted by the Secretary of State), by the issuance of a certificate of incorporation by the Secretary of State in accordance with 
the applicable provisions of Article 4 or Chapter 3 of Title 46, the ‘Georgia Electric Membership Corporation Act.’  The initial registered 
office of the  electric membership corporation is located at ______________(address of registered office) and its initial registered 
agent at such address is (name of agent).”
      (5) A  check, draft, or money order in the amount of $60.00, payable to the designated newspaper.
(h) The notice provided for in paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of this Code section shall be published within ten days after receipt of 
the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the Secretary of State to mail the notice or failure on the part of the newspaper to 
comply with this subsection shall not invalidate the issuance of the certificate of incorporation by the Secretary of State.

46-3-363. Obtaining of certificate from Secretary of State upon amendment of name of electric membership corporation.

(c) Together with the articles of amendment, the electric membership corporation shall cause to be delivered to the Secretary of State:
 (4) A letter addressed to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the 
electric membership corporation is located or which is a newspaper  of general circulation published within that county whose most 
recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation.  This letter shall 
contain a notice to be published four times in the newspaper and shall be in substantially the following form:

(Name and address of the newspaper designated by the electric membership corporation)
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Dear Sirs:
  You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:
  “The Articles of Incorporation of ___________(name of electric membership corporation) have been duly amended on 
______,___________(month, day, and year to be inserted by the  Secretary of State), by the issuance of a certificate of amend-
ment by the Secretary of State, in accordance with the applicable provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 3 of Title 46, the ‘Georgia Electric 
Membership Corporation Act.’ “
Enclosed is a (check, draft, or money order) in the amount of $60.00 in payment of the cost publishing this notice.

Very truly yours,

(Name and address of the electric membership corporation or its representative)

      (5) A  check, draft, or money order in the amount of $60.00, payable to the designated newspaper.

(h) The notice provided for in paragraph (4) of subsection (c) of this Code section shall be published within ten days after receipt of 
the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the Secretary of State to mail the notice or failure on the part of the newspaper to 
comply with this subsection shall not invalidate the issuance of the certificate of incorporation by the Secretary of State.

46-3-382. Approval of merger or consolidation plan by members.

If an electric membership corporation which is a party to any such plan provides retail service, notice that the merger is proposed 
and of the times and places of the proposed meetings of members  for the purpose of voting on the merger shall be delivered not 
less than 30 days nor more than 90 days before such meeting to the publisher of each newspaper which is the official organ of each 
county in which each electric membership corporation provides service or to the publisher of one or more newspapers of general 
circulation published within each such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflect a 
minimum of 60 percent paid circulation, together with a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $15.00 in  payment of the cost 
of publishing such notice and a request that such notice be published one time as soon as practicable, but in any event within ten 
days after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.

46-3-383. Articles of Merger or articles of consolidation.

(d) Together with the articles of merger or articles of consolidation, the merging or consolidating electric membership corporations 
shall cause to be delivered to the Secretary of State: 
 (4) A letter addressed to the publisher of a newspaper which is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the 
surviving or new electric membership corporation is to be located or which is a newspaper of general circulation published within that 
county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circula-
tion.  This letter shall contain a notice to be published four times in the newspaper and shall be in substantially the following form:
 (name and address of the newspaper designated by the merging or consolidating electric  membership corporations)
Dear Sirs:
 
  You are requested to publish, four times, a notice in the following form:
  
 “A (merger) (consolidation) (has been) (will be) effected by and between ___________(name and state of  incorporation of 
each of the constituent electric membership corporations) on ___________(month,  day,  and year to be inserted by the Secretary of 
State) by the issuance of a certificate of (merger) (consolidation) by  the  Secretary  of State, in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 3 of Title 46, the ‘Georgia Electric Membership Corporation Act.’  The name of the (surviving elec-
tric membership  corporation  in  the  merger)  (new electric membership corporation resulting from the consolidation) (is) (will be) 
_________ (set forth the name and state of incorporation of the surviving electric membership  corporation or new electric member-
ship corporation, as the case may be), the registered office of which (is)  (will be) located at ________________ (address of regis-
tered office).”

 Enclosed is a  (check, draft, or money order) in the amount of $60.00 in payment of the cost of publishing this notice.

  Very truly yours,

  (Name and address of merging or consolidating electric membership corporations or their representative)
 (5) A check, draft, or money order in the amount of $60.00 payable to the designated newspaper.
 (i) The notice provided for in paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of this Code section and in subsection (b) of Code Section 46-3-382 
shall be published within ten days after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Failure on the part of the Secretary of State to mail 
the notice provided for in paragraph (4) of subsection (d) of this Code section or failure on the part of the newspaper to comply with 
this subsection shall not affect the validity of the meeting of members at which the merger or consolidation is approved or the validity 
of the certificate of merger or certificate of consolidation issued by the Secretary of State.

46-3-401.  Sale, lease, exchange, or other disposition of corporate assets requiring member approval.

(2) If the electric membership corporation provides retail service, notice that the sale, lease, exchange, or other disposition is pro-
posed and of the time and place of the proposed meeting of members for the purpose of voting on such disposition shall be delivered 
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not less than 30 days nor more than 90 days before such meeting to the publisher of each newspaper which is the official organ of 
each county in which the electric membership corporation provides service or to the publisher of each newspaper which is the official 
organ of each county in which the electric membership  corporation provides service or to the publisher of one or more newspapers of 
general circulation published within each such county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation 
reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation, together with a check, draft, or money order in the amount of $15.00 in payment 
of the cost of publishing such notice and a request that such notice be published one time as soon as practicable but, in any event, 
within ten days after receipt of the notice by the newspaper.  Such notice shall be published by each newspaper within ten days of its 
receipt of the notice; but failure of any newspaper to comply with such publication requirement shall not affect the validity of the meet-
ing of members at which the disposition is approved and shall not affect the validity of the disposition.

46-3-420. Commencement of proceedings for voluntary dissolution of an electric membership corporation generally.

(2) If the electric membership corporation provides retail service, notice that dissolution is proposed and of the time and place of the 
proposed meeting of members for the purpose of voting on  dissolution shall be delivered not less than 30 days nor more than 90 
days before such meeting to the publisher of each newspaper  which is the official organ of each county in which the electric mem-
bership corporation provides service or to the publisher of one or more newspapers of general circulation published within each such 
county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation reflects a  minimum of 60 percent paid circula-
tion, together with a check, draft, or money  order in the amount of $15.00 in payment of the cost of publishing such notice and a 
request that such notice be published one time as soon as practicable but, in any event, within ten days after receipt of the notice by 
the newspaper.  Such notice shall be published by each newspaper within ten days of its receipt of the notice; but failure of any news-
paper to comply with such publication requirement shall not affect the validity of the meeting at which dissolution is approved.
 
46-3-423. Procedure after filing statements of  intent to dissolve.

(a) The electric membership corporation shall immediately cause notice of its intent to dissolve to be published in a newspaper which 
is the official organ of the county where the registered office of the electric membership corporation is located or which is a newspa-
per of general circulation published within that county whose most recently published annual statement of ownership and circulation 
reflects a minimum of 60 percent paid circulation.  This notice shall be published four times in the newspaper and shall be in substan-
tially the following form:
 A Statement of Intent to Dissolve______________(name of electric membership corporation), a Georgia electric membership corpo-
ration with registered office at _______________(address of registered office), has been delivered to the Secretary of State by said 
electric membership corporation and filed by him on ______________, 20____ (month, day, and year), in accordance with the appli-
cable provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 3 of Title 46, the “Georgia Electric Membership Corporation Act.”

46-3-503. Fees for advertising.

The fee to be allowed to publishers for publishing any notice required under this article shall be $15.00 for each insertion.

46-4-22.   Determination by commission of manner and form of application for certificate of public convenience and necessity; giving 
of notice of receipt of application.

The manner and form of application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity provided for in Code Section 46-4-21 shall 
be established by such rules and regulations as the commission may from time to time prescribe.  Upon the receipt of any such 
application, the commission shall cause notice thereof to be given by personal service or by mail to the chief executive officer of any 
municipality affected and to any person serving the territory affected, and shall publish such notice once a week for three consecutive 
weeks in some newspaper of general circulation in each territory affected.

 46-4-53. Application to commission by gas utility for order approving utilization  or operation of underground reservoir; contents of 
application; hearing on application generally; giving notice of hearing.

(b) The applicant shall also cause notice of such hearing to be given by publishing notice thereof at least once each week for three 
successive weeks in some newspaper of general circulation in the county or counties wherein the gas is proposed to be stored, the 
first such publication to be made at least 21 days prior to the date of the hearing.

46-4-160 (g).  Natural gas marketer charges.

(g) The commission, subject to receiving state funds for such purpose, is required to have published at least quarterly in newspapers 
throughout the state a summary of the price per therm and any other amounts charged to retail customers by each marketer operating 
in this state and any additional information which the commission deems appropriate to assist customers in making decisions regard-
ing choice of a marketer. In addition, the commission shall make such information available to Georgia Public Telecommunications 
(GPTV) under the jurisdiction of the Georgia Public Telecommunications Commission which will provide such information to the gen-
eral public at a designated time at least once a month. 

46-5-3(b).  Publication of unlawful telecomunications device plans.

(b)  It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to:
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 (1)  Make or possess any unlawful telecommunication device designed, adapted, or used:(A)  For commission of a theft of tele-
communication service in violation of Code Section 46-5-2 or to acquire or facilitate the acquisition of telecommunications service 
without the consent of the telecommunication service provider; or
  (B)  To conceal, or to assist another to conceal, from any supplier of telecommunication service or from any lawful authority 
the  existence or place of origin or of destination of any telecommunication;
 (2)   Sell, give, transport, or otherwise transfer to another, or offer or advertise for sale, any unlawful telecommunication device, or 
plans or  instructions for making or assembling the same, under circumstances  evincing an intent to use or employ such unlawful 
telecommuniation device; or to allow such unlawful telecommunication device to be used  or employed for a purpose described in 
paragraph (1) of this subsection or knowing or having reason to believe that the same is intened to be so used to that the aforesaid 
plans or instructions are intended to be used for making or assembling such unlawful telecommunication device; or
 (3)   Publish plans or instructions for making or assembling or using any unlawful telecommunication device. 

46-5-43.  Telephone service application to PSC.

The application for any certificate of public convenience and necessity provided for in Code Section 46-5-41 shall be made under 
such rules and regulations as the commission may from time to time prescribe.  Upon the receipt of any such application for such 
certificate, the commission shall cause notice thereof to be given by mail or by personal service to the chief executive officer of the 
municipalities affected, if any, and to any person occupying the territory affected, and shall publish such notice once a week for three 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in each territory affected.

46-5-71.  Submittal to clerk of publisher’s affidavit for incorporation of telephone cooperative.

The applicants shall submit to the clerk, along with the articles of incorporation, an affidavit signed by the duly authorized agent or 
publisher of a newspaper having general circulation in the county where the principal office of the cooperative is to be located, which 
affidavit shall state that there has been deposited with the newspaper the cost of publishing the articles of incorporation and the order 
of the judge thereon once a week for four weeks.

46-5-72. Time of advertisement of articles.

The first of said advertisements shall appear within one week after the filing of the articles of incorporation as provided in Code 
Section 46-5-70 unless otherwise ordered by the court.  It shall not be necessary that any of the advertisements appear prior to the 
granting of the charter by the judge.

46-5-86. Change of location of principal office of telephone cooperative.

Upon approval, the application and approval shall be filed with the clerk of the superior court of that county and with the Secretary of 
State and shall be published in the same manner as an application for incorporation.

46-5-87. Consolidation of telephone cooperatives.

  (3) An application for approval of the articles of consolidation, including such articles and the prescribed affidavits, signed and 
acknowledged by the president or vice-president of each consolidating  cooperative, shall be presented to and approval by the supe-
rior court, or the judge thereof in vacation, filed with the clerk of the superior court of the county in which the principal office of the new 
cooperative is to be located and with  the Secretary of State, and published in the same manner as an  application for incorporation.  
The fees to be paid at the time of such filing shall be as prescribed in Code Section 46-5-100.

46-5-88. Merger of cooperatives.

      (3) An application for approval of the articles of merger, including such articles and the prescribed affidavits, signed and 
acknowledged by the president or vice-president of each merging cooperative, shall be presented to and approved by the superior 
court, or the judge thereof in vacation, filed with the clerk of the superior court of the county in which the principal office of the surviv-
ing cooperative is located and with the Secretary of State, and published in the same manner as an application for incorporation.  The 
fees to be paid at the time of such filing shall be as prescribed in Code Section 46-5-100.

46-5-91. Dissolution of cooperatives.

(b) (2) The board of directors shall, immediately upon the filing of the certificate with the order of the judge thereon in the office of the 
clerk of the superior court, cause notice of the dissolution proceedings to be mailed to each known creditor of and claimant against 
the cooperative; and the certificate and the order of the judge thereon shall be published once a week for four consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the principal office of the cooperative is located.

46-5-202 (a).  Telephone records restricted and crime to disclose.

(a)  It shall be a felony, punishable by a fine of not more than $250,000.00, imprisonment for not more than ten years, or both, for a 
person to do any of the following acts:
 (1)  To knowingly procure, attempt to procure, solicit, or conspire with another to procure a telephone record of any resident or  
 business of this state without the authorization of the customer to whom the recorde pertains or by fraudulent, deceptive, or false  
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 means;
 (2)  To knowingly sell, or attempt to sell, a telephone record of any resident or business of this state without the authorization of  
 the customer to whom the record pertains;
 (3)  To receive a telephone record of any resident or business of this state knowing that the record has been obtained without the  
 authorization of the customer to whom the record pertains or by fraudulent, deceptive, or false means.

46-5-211.  Telephone records of Georgia residents restricted.

No telecommunications company may release the telephone records of any end user with a Georgia billing address without the 
express consent of the end user except with proper law enforcement or court order documentation, as otherwise allowed by law, or by 
an interconnection agreement that has been approved by the Public Service Commission.

46-6-6. Hearing before commission on application to license radio utility system.

(a) Upon the filing of an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity under this chapter, the commission shall fix 
the time and place for a hearing  thereon and shall cause notice thereof to be given to such parties in interest as the commission may 
deem necessary.  The commission shall also cause notice of the application to be published once at least 14 days prior to the hearing 
in some newspaper of general circulation in the affected territory.  A statement that the incorporators have given four weeks’ notice of 
their intention to apply for said charter by the publication of the petition in a newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are pub-
lished in each   of the counties  through which the proposed road will probably run (if there is a newspaper in each of those counties), 
once a week  for  four weeks before the filing of said petition.

46-7-10.  Hearing on application for certificate; notice 

   The commission, upon the filing of a petition for a certificate, shall fix a time and place for hearing thereon and shall, at least ten 
days before the hearing, give notice thereof by advertising the same at the expense of the applicant in a newspaper in Atlanta, in 
which sheriffs’ notices are published. If no protest is filed with the commission or if the protest is subsequently withdrawn, the commis-
sion may issue the certificate without a hearing.

46-7-26(b).  Safety regulations for motor vehicles.

(b) Regulations governing the safe operation of motor vehicles and drivers and the safe transportation of hazardous materials may be 
adopted by administrative order, including, but not limited to, referencing compatible federal regulations or standards without compli-
ance with the procedural requirements of Chapter 13 of Title 50, provided that such compatible federal regulations or standards shall 
be maintained on file by the Department of Public Safety and made available for inspection and copying by the public, by means 
including, but not limited to, posting on the department’s computer Internet site. The commissioner of public safety may comply with 
the filing requirements of Chapter 13 of Title 50 by filing with the office of the Secretary of State merely the name and designation 
of such rules, regulations, standards, and orders. The courts shall take judicial notice of rules, regulations, standards, or orders so 
adopted or published.

46-7-85.18.  Limousine service advertisement requirement.

In any advertisement for a limousine carrier, whether by print, radio, television, other broadcast, or electronic media including but not 
limited to Internet advertising and any listing or sites on the World Wide Web, the limousine carrier shall include the motor carrier 
authorization number issued to it by the Public Service Commission.

46-7-91(b). Penalty for false advertising of household goods carrier services.

(b) Any person, firm, or corporation who knowingly and willfully issues, publishes,or affixes or causes or permits the issuance, pub-
lishing, or affixing of any oral or written advertisement, broadcast, or other holding out to the public, or any portion thereof, that the 
person, firm, or corporation is in operation as a household goods carrier for hire without having a valid certificate issued by the com-
missioner is guilty of a misdemeanor. Any fine or assessment imposed by the commissioner pursuant to the provisions of subsection 
(a) of this Code section shall not bar criminal prosectuion pursuant to the provisions of this subsection.”

46-8-3.  Notice of Rapid Rail permit. 

The application for any permit provided for in Code Section 46-8A-2 shall be made under such rules and regulations as the commis-
sion may from time to time prescribe.  Upon the receipt of any such application for such permit, the commission shall cause notice 
thereof to be given by mail or by personal service to the chief executive officer of the municipalities affected, if any, and shall publish 
such notice once a week for three consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in each county affected.
46-8-70.  Application by railroad company for order by commission that company surrender its franchises and cease performing as a 
common carrier.

(c) The commission shall fix a date for the hearing of such application, and before such date such application shall be published once 
a week for four week in the official organ of each county through which said railroad may run.
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46-8-74. Same-Advertisement of petition to dissolve railroad corporation.

When the petition for dissolution is filed, the Secretary of State shall certify one of the copies thereof and shall deliver the same to 
the corporation, which shall cause the certified copy to be published once a week for four weeks in the official organ of the county in 
which the corporation has its principal office.

46-8-232.  Publication of Carrier Schedules.

 (d)The commission may require common carriers and persons or private companies who operate rapid rail passenger service 
lines to publish their schedules in newspapers of towns through which their lines extend, in such manner as may be reasonable and 
as the public convenience demands.

46-9-190. Lien of carrier for fare and baggage charges.

(b) Whenever baggage has been transported to destination by any common carrier and is uncalled for or refused by the holder of the 
baggage check issued therefor and remains uncalled for or refused for six months after its arrival at destination, the carrier may sell 
the same at public auction to the highest bidder at such place and time as may be designated by the carrier, provided that the carrier 
shall have published notice containing a general description of the baggage (that is, whether trunk, hand baggage, suitcase, box, bun-
dle, etc.) and the time and place of sale once a week for two successive weeks in the newspaper of general circulation at the place of 
sale or at the nearest place thereto.

46-9-231.  Organization of express companies.

When all the capital stock has been subscribed for and one-tenth of the amount actually paid in, notice of that fact shall be published 
at least three times in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s notices are published in the county of the principal office of the company; 
whereupon, but not before, the company may begin the transaction of business.

46-9-324(f).  Southwest Georgia Railroad Excursion Authority- open meetings.

(f)  All meetings of the authority shall be open to the public as provided in Chapter 14 of Title 50 of the O.C.G.A.  The authority may 
hold public hearings on its own initiative or at the request of residents of any area affected by the actions of the authority.

47-1-3(i).  Access to retirement plan reports.

(i)  The financial reports, the actuarial investigations, and all exhibits thereto and modifications thereof shall be a matter of public 
record open to inspection by the public.

47-1-14.  Access to retirement system records.

(a)  As used in this Code section, the term ‘retirement system’ means any public retirement system created by this title.
(b)  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the following records maintained by a retirement system are exempted 
from being open to inspection by the general public:

 (1)  Records containing wiring or automated clearing house transfer of funds instructions or access codes;

 (2)  Records containing bank account numbers;

 (3)  All proprietary computer software; and

 (4)  Any business, financial, or personal information in the possession of such retirement system concerning a party other than 
such retirement system.

(c)  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the following records maintained by a retirement system are exempted 
from being open to inspection by the general public for a period of one year from the date such records were created:
 (1)  Records containing investment advice rendered by any investment advisor or retirement system employee;

 (2)  Exhibits to minutes of retirement system board meetings or investment committee board meetings which contain securities 
trading information;

 (3)  Securities trade tickets, confirmations, and other records pertaining to securities trades; and
 (4)  Records which contain proposed terms of sale for real property owned by a retirement system; provided, however, that the 
records defined in this paragraph shall be subject to disclosure at any time after the sale of real property is consummated.

(d)  Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding, the following records maintained by a retirement system are exempted 
from being open to inspection by the general public until the end of the calendar quarter following the calendar quarter in which the 
record is created:
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 (1)  Records which contain information relating to the investment portfolio composition and positions; and

 (2)  Exhibits to minutes of retirement system board meetings or investment committee board meetings which contain information 
relating to investment portfolio composition and positions.

(e)  The provisions of subsection (b), (c), and (d) of this Code section shall not restrict access to records:
 (1)  By an employee of a retirement system in the course of his or her official duties;

 (2)  Subject to subpoena or other legal process of a court or administrative agency having competent jurisdiction in legal proceed-
ings in which the state or a retirement system is a party;

 (3)  In criminal prosecutions or other criminal actions brought by state or federal law enforcement authorities;
 (4)  Given to federal or state regulatory or law enforcement agencies in the course of their official duties; or

 (5)  Given to the Attorney General and the Department of Law, the Office of Planning and Budget, or the state auditor and the 
Department of Audits and Accounts for use and public disclosure in the ordinary performance of those officers’ and offices’ duties.

47-7-127.  State Firefighter Pension Fund

(2) In addition to those records identified in Code Section 47-1-14, and notwithstanding to provisions of Code Section 50-18-72, pro-
prietary information shall be exempt from public disclosure for a period of two years from the date the fund enters into a nondisclosure 
as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

   (3) The fund shall make publicly available the following nonproprietary information after a period of one year from the date such 
records were created:

      (A) The name of any alternative investment in which the fund has invested; excluding, in the case of an alternative investment in 
a privately placed investment pool, any information concerning the investments made by such privately placed investment pool;

      (B) The date the fund first invested in an alternative investment described in paragraph (1) of this subsection;

      (C) The aggregate amount of money, expressed in dollars, the fund has invested in alternative investments as of the end of any 
fiscal quarter;

      (D) The aggregate amount of money and the value of any in kind or other distribution, in each case, expressed in dollars, the fund 
received from alternative investments;

      (E) The aggregate internal rate of return or the result under any other such standard used by the fund in connection with alterna-
tive investments for the asset class and for the period for which the return or standard was calculated; and

      (F) The remaining aggregate cost of alternative investments in which the fund has invested as of the end of any fiscal quarter.

   (4) The provisions of this Code section shall not restrict access to information and records under process of law or by officers other-
wise entitled to them for official purposes, but such information and records shall have the same confidential status under process or 
with such officers as it does in the hands of the fund, and such officers shall respect such confidentiality to the extent consistent with 
their separate powers and duties.

   (5) On the first Monday in March of each year, the executive director of the board shall provide a report to the Governor and the 
chairpersons of the House and Senate standing committees on retirement detailing the performance of the investments made pur-
suant to this Code section including, without limitation, a clear statement of the aggregate loss or profit on such investments for the 
preceding year. This paragraph shall not be construed so as to require the disclosure of any information otherwise protected by this 
subsection.

47-20-87 (f),(g). Records of Employees’ Retirement System of Georgia

(f) (1) For purposes of this subsection, the term “information” shall include, without limitation, preinvestment and postinvestment dili-
gence information, including reviews and analyses prepared or provided by the issuer of a potential or actual alternative investment or 
prepared by or for an eligible large retirement system or otherwise relating to a potential or actual alternative investment.

   (2) In addition to those records that are exempted from being open to inspection by the general public under Code Section 47-1-14 
and except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an eligible large retirement system may in its discretion treat as confidential and 
withhold from public inspection and disclosure all information prepared or provided by the issuer of a potential or actual alternative 
investment or prepared by or for an eligible large retirement system or otherwise relating to a potential or actual alternative investment 
and held by an eligible large retirement system and may agree in making an alternative investment to treat such information as confi-
dential and withhold it from public inspection and disclosure.
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   (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, any public retirement system created by this title, 
other than by Chapter 5 of this title, shall make publicly available the following information, but only to the extent the following informa-
tion is otherwise available or maintained by said retirement system in the normal course and only after a period of one year from the 
date such records were created:

      (A) The name of any alternative investment in which the retirement system has invested; excluding, in the case of an alternative 
investment in a privately placed investment pool, any information concerning the investments made by such privately placed invest-
ment pool;

      (B) The date the retirement system first invested in an alternative investment;

      (C) The aggregate amount of money, expressed in dollars, the retirement system has invested in alternative investments as of the 
end of any fiscal quarter;

      (D) The aggregate amount of money and the value of any in kind or other distribution, in each case, expressed in dollars, the 
retirement system received from alternative investments;

      (E) The internal rate of return or the result under any other such standard used by the retirement system in connection with alter-
native investments for the asset class and for the period for which the return or standard was calculated; and

      (F) The remaining cost of alternative investments in which the retirement system has invested as of the end of any fiscal quarter.

   (4) The provisions of this Code section shall not restrict access to information and records under process of law or by officers other-
wise entitled to them for official purposes, but such information and records shall have the same confidential status under process or 
with such officers as it does in the hands of an eligible large retirement system, and such officers shall respect such confidentiality to 
the extent consistent with their separate powers and duties.

   (5) On the second Monday in March of each year, the director of any public retirement system created by this title, other than by 
Chapter 5 of this title, shall provide a report to the Governor and the chairpersons of the House and Senate standing committees 
on retirement detailing the performance of any investments made pursuant to this Code section, including, without limitation, a clear 
statement of the aggregate loss or profit on such investments for the preceding year. Such report shall also be posted on the retire-
ment system’s official website. This paragraph shall not be construed so as to require the disclosure of any information otherwise pro-
tected by this subsection.

(g) Unless the information has been publicly released, preinvestment and postinvestment diligence information, including reviews and 
analyses, prepared or maintained by the eligible large retirement system or by an alternative investment firm shall be confidential and 
exempted from being open to inspection by the general public pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, except to the extent it is 
subject to disclosure from the requirements of subsection (f) of this Code section.

48-2-15 (a), (c).  Business taxation records.

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, information secured by the commissioner incident to the administration of 
any tax shall be confidential and privileged. Neither the commissioner nor any officer or employee of the department shall divulge 
or disclose any such confidential information obtained from the department’s records or from an examination of the business or any 
taxpayer to any person other than the commissioner, an officer or employee of the department, an officer of the state or local govern-
ment entitled tin his official capacity to have access to such information, or the taxpayer.
(c) The provisions of this Code section shall not apply with respect to Chapter 7 of this title, relating to income taxation.

48-2-15 (e).  Tax information research.

(e)This Code Section shall not be construed to prohibit persons or groups of persons other than employees of the department from 
having access to tax information when necessary to conduct research commissioned by the department and when necessary for data 
processing operations and maintenance of data processing equipment, provided the persons or groups of persons have obtained 
prior written approval from the commissioner and are subject to the direct security control of department personnel during all periods 
of access.  Any person who divulges or makes known any tax information obtained under this subsection shall be subject to the same 
civil and criminal penalties as those provided for divulgence of information by employees of the department.

48-2-55. Attachment and garnishment for taxes.

(d) The commissioner or his authorized representative may levy and conduct judicial sales in the manner provided by law for sales by 
sheriffs and constables.  Levy, in the case of personal property, shall be advertised ten days before the date of sale.  Advertisements 
of sales shall designate the time and place of the sale, shall give a reasonable description of the property to be sold, shall be posted 
in three public  places in the county, and shall be inserted at least one time in the newspaper in which sheriff’s sales in the county are 
advertised.
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48-3-14. Tax levies sale procedures for nonresident.

(b) When it appears from the sworn petition that the respondent engaged personally or by employees or agents in an act or activity 
within this state giving rise to the liability or obligation for the payment or collection of the tax for which the tax execution was issued, 
that the act or activity was not insubstantial in its quality or nature in relation to the fair administration of law, and that the respon-
dent maintains no known residence, place of business, or agent to receive service in this state other than the Secretary of State, the 
superior court in which the action is pending shall order service to be perfected by publication in the paper in which sheriff’s advertise-
ments are printed.  The notice shall be published once each calendar week for four consecutive weeks and shall be substantially as 
follows:

 
 In The Superior Court of _________County
 State of Georgia

 The State of Georgia                 
 ex rel. ________.                           
 commissioner of revenue,                          Action for judgment
        Petitioner                                            on state tax 
                    v.                fi.   fa. 
             No. ___________
 A.B.,                                              
        Respondent                           

  NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

 TO: A.B., Respondent
   Foreign address (if known)

 This court, under date of ______, has found that service by publication upon you in the above case is necessary 
 because of your nonresidence and has ordered this service by publication.  Accordingly, you are ordered to be and 
 appear in this court within 60 days from the above date to show    cause why tax fi. fa. no. _________, in  
 favor of the State of Georgia, recorded in book ___________, page __________ of    the execution docket  of  
 _____________County, Georgia, should not be reduced to a judgment of this court.

 Witness the Hon. _________, judge of this court.
 This ___________ day of __________, 20_____.
 ____________
 Clerk

48-3-19(b)(2).  Notice by publication of tax and execution-individual.

(2)  In the event that such notice by certified mail is returned undelivered, such person shall be required to publish such notice not 
less than once a week for three weeks in the legal organ of the county in which the execution was entered on the general execution 
docket of the superior court.  Such person shall be required to show proof to the tax official who issued the execution that such notice 
was advertised in compliance with this paragraph.

48-3-19 (C) (3).  Notice by publication of tax execution-governing body.

(3)  Before the governing authority may agree to the transfer of executions in lot blocks, it shall notify the delinquent taxpayers of its 
intention to authorize such transfers.  Such notice shall be sent by regular mail and shall advise the delinquent taxpayers against 
whom the selected executions have been issued that they have 90 days in which to pay the transferor the amount of the execu-
tion plus any fees, penalties, interest, and costs that may have accrued or the executions will be transferred to a private company 
for collection.  In the event that such notice sent by regular mail is returned undelivered, or the identity of the delinquent taxpayer 
is unknown to the governing authority, the governing authority shall be required to publish such notice not less than once a week 
for three weeks in the legal organ of the county in which the execution was entered on the general execution docket of the superior 
court.  In either event, the transferor shall not be authorized to transfer the executions until this notice has been made and the 90 day 
payment period has transpired.  The transferor shall be authorized to transfer the balance of the executions in the lot block that are 
unpaid at the expiration of the notice period even though as a result of some of the executions being settled during the notice period 
subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (2) of this subsection are no longer complied with.

48-3-29. Tax Executions - Publication of information

The commissioner may publish in the media or on the Internet for public access any or all information with respect to executions 
issued for the collection of any tax, fee, license, penalty, interest, or collection costs due the state which are recorded on the public 
records of any county. The publication provided for in this Code section shall not constitute an unlawful disclosure of any information 
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even though the executions giving rise to the information may be subsequently partially paid, paid and canceled, or withdrawn. The 
commissioner shall provide for the removal of such information as published under this Code section as soon as reasonably possible 
after the execution has been satisfied or withdrawn.

48-4-46.  Tax levy and sale-redemption.

(C) If the sheriff personally or by deputy makes an entry that he is unable for any reason to effect service upon  any person required 
to be served, the person who requested that the service be made shall forthwith cause a copy of the notice to be published  once a 
week for two consecutive weeks in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements for the county are published.  The publication 
shall operate as and for all purposes shall be treated as service upon all persons as to whom the sheriff has made an entry that he 
has been unable to effect service.

48-4-78. Petition for tax foreclosure.

(f)  Within 30 days of the filing of the petition, the petitioner shall cause notice of the petition to be published on two separate dates in 
the official organ of the county in which the property is located.  Such notice shall specify:
 (1) The identity of the petitioner and the name and address of the individual responsible for collecting the delinquent taxes;
 (2)  The property address;
 (3)  A description of the property;
 (4)  The tax identification number of the property;
 (5)  The applicable period of tax delinquency;
 (6)  The principal amount of the delinquent taxes together with interest and penalties; and
 (7)  The date and place of the filing of the petition.    

48-4-111.  Land Banks Subject to Sunshine Laws

   (a) All meetings shall be open to the public, except as otherwise provided by Chapter 14 of Title 50, and a written record shall be 
maintained of all meetings. All records of a land bank shall be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to open records.

48-4-112(c)(1)(B). Notice of Tax Execution Transfer to be Published in Newspaper

(B) Within 30 days of the tax execution transfer, the land bank shall cause a notice of the tax execution transfer to be published on 
two separate dates in the official organ of the county in which the property is located.

   (2) The notice contained in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) of this subsection shall specify:

      (A) The name of the land bank and the contact information for the individual responsible for collecting the delinquent taxes;

      (B) The property address;

      (C) A description of the property;

      (D) The tax identification number of the property;

      (E) The applicable period of tax delinquency; and

      (F) The principal amount of the delinquent taxes together with interest and penalties.

48-5-7.4(t). Ad Valorem taxation of conservation property - posting public notice of code section

(t) A public notice containing a brief, factual summary of the provisions of this Code section shall be posted in a prominent location 
readily viewable by the public in the office of the board of tax assessors and in the office of the tax commissioner of each county in 
this state.

48-5-7.5(d)(2). Timber tax information made confidential.

(2) Reports to the tax assessors shall be confidential, shall not be revealed to any person other than authorized tax officials, and shall 
be exempt from disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.

48-5-32.  Tax Assessment and Millage Rates; Reporting Levy of Ad Valorem and School Tax.

At least two weeks prior to the establishment of the millage rate for ad valorem tax purposes for the current calendar year, the govern-
ing authority of each county shall cause a report to be published in a newspaper of general circulation which is the legal organ of such 
county throughout the county.  Such report shall be in a prominent location in such newspaper and shall not be included with legal 
advertisements.  The size and location of the advertisement shall not be grounds for contesting the validity of the levy.  Such report 
shall contain the following:
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      (1)  The assessed taxable value of all  property, by class and in total, which is subject to ad valorem taxation for county 
purposes for the current calendar year and such assessed taxable values and the millage rates for county purposes for each of the 
immediately preceding five calendar years within the taxing jurisdiction, as well as the total dollar amount of ad valorem tax revenue 
for county purposes for each of the immediately preceding five calendar years.  The information required for each year specified in 
this paragraph shall also indicate the percentage increase and total dollar increase with respect to the immediately preceding calendar 
year; and
      (2)  The assessed taxable value of all property, by class and in total, which is subject to ad valorem taxation for school pur-
poses for the current calendar year and such assessed taxable values and the millage rates for school purposes for the immediately 
preceding five calendar years within the taxing jurisdiction, as well as the total dollar amount of ad valorem tax revenue for school pur-
poses for each of the immediately preceding five calendar years.  The information required for each year specified in this paragraph 
shall also indicate the percentage increase and total dollar increase with respect to the immediately preceding calendar year.
(b)  Each levying authority and each recommending authority shall cause a report to be published in a newspaper of general circula-
tion throughout the county:

 (1)  At least two weeks prior to the certification of any recommending authority to the levying authority of such recommending 
authority’s recommended school tax for the support and maintenance of education pursuant to Article VIII, Section VI, Paragraph I of 
the Constitution; and

 (2)  At least two weeks prior to the establishment by each levying authority of the millage rates for ad valorem taxes for educa-
tional purposes and ad valorem taxes for purposes other than education purposes for the current calendar year.

Such reports shall be in a prominent location in such newspaper and shall not be included with legal advertisements.  The size and 
location of the advertisements shall not be grounds for contesting the validity of the levy.

48-5-32.1.  Millage rate:  public hearing and publication.

(c)(1)  Whenever a recommending authority or levying authority shall propose to adopt a millage rate which does not exceed the roll-
back rate, it shall adopt that millage rate at an advertised public meeting and at a time and place which is convenient to the taxpayers 
of the taxing jurisdiction, in accordance with the procedures specified under Code Section 48-5-32.

(2)  In those instances in which the recommending authority or levying authority proposes to establish any millage rate which would 
require increases beyond the roll-back rate, the recommending authority or levying authority shall advertise its intent to do so and 
shall conduct at least three public hearings thereon, at least one of which shall commence between the hours of 6:00 P.M. and 7:00 
P. M., inclusive, on a business weekday.  The recommending authority or levying authority shall place an advertisement in a newspa-
per of general circulation serving the residents of the unit of local government, which shall read as follows:

‘NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

The (name of recommending authority or levying authority) has tentatively adopted a millage rate which will require an increase in 
property taxes by (percentage increase over roll-back rate) percent.

All concerned citizens are invited to the public hearing on this tax increase to be held at (place of meeting) on (date and time.)’

Simultaneously with this notice the recommending authority or levying authority shall provide a press release to the local media.

(3)  The advertisement shall appear at least one week prior to each hearing and shall be prominently displayed and shall not be 
placed in that section of the newspaper where legal notices appear.

(4)  No recommending authority shall recommend and no levying authority shall levy a millage rate in excess of the proposed millage 
rate as established pursuant to paragraph (2) of this subsection without beginning anew the procedures and hearings required by this 
Code section and those required by Code Section 48-5-32.
(5)  Any notice or hearing required under this Code section may be combined with any notice or hearing required under Article 1 of 
Chapter 81 of Title 36 or Code Section 48-5-32.

48-5-41.1(c). Referendum on ad valorem tax exemption for farm equipment notice of special election.

Unless prohibited by the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, the Secretary of State shall call and conduct an election as 
provided in this section for the purpose of submitting this Act to the electors of the State of Georgia for approval or rejection.  The 
Secretary of State shall conduct that election on the date of the November, 2006, state-wide general election.  The Secretary of State 
shall issue the call and conduct that special election as provided by general law.  The Secretary of State shall cause the date and 
purpose of the special election to be published in the official organ of each county in the state once a week for two weeks immediately 
preceeding the date of the referendum.

48-5-232. Advertisement of county property tax assessment.

The governing authority of each county shall advertise immediately a copy of any order issued pursuant to Code Section 48-5-231 
for 30 days at the door of the courthouse and in a public newspaper, if one is published within the limits of the county.  A copy of the 
order shall also be furnished to the tax commissioner or tax collector.
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48-5-314    Tax assessor records.

(a) (1)  All records of the county board of tax assessors which consist of materials other than the return obtained from or furnished by 
an ad valorem taxpayer shall be confidential and shall not be subject to inspection by any person other than authorized personnel of 
appropriate tax administrators. As an illustration of the foregoing, materials which are confidential shall include, but shall not be lim-
ited to, taxpayer’s accounting records, profit and loss statements, income and expense statements, balance sheets, and depreciation 
schedules. Such information shall remain confidential when it is made part of an appeal file. Nothing in this Code section, however, 
shall prevent any disclosure necessary or proper to the collection of any tax in any administrative or court proceeding.

(2)  Records which consist of materials containing information gathered by personnel of the county board of tax assessors, such as 
field cards, shall not be confidential and are subject to inspection at all times during office hours. The provisions of this paragraph 
shall not remove the confidentiality of materials such as are specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(3)  Failure of the county board of tax assessors to make available records which are not confidential as provided in paragraph (2) of 
this subsection shall be a misdemeanor.
(b)  Any person who knowingly and willfully furnishes information which is     
confidential under this Code section to a person who is not authorized by    
law to receive such information shall upon conviction be subject to civil  
penalty not to exceed $1,000.00.

48-5-346.  Certain state grants; publication of lists.

(c)  The commissioner shall determine and publish annually  a list of all available state grants which will be withheld in accordance 
with this Code section.
48-7-29.10  (f).  Employer tax credits disclosure and restrictions.

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of Code Section 48-2-15, 48-7-60, and 48-7-61, on or before December 31, 2010, for credits 
allowed in the calendar year 2008 and by December 31, 2011, for credits allowed in calendar year 2009, the commissioner shall 
make available a public report disclosing the employer names and amounts of credit claimed under this Code section.

48-7-31.1 (b-c).  Job creation credits. 

(b)   The following records shall constitute public records that are open for inspection under the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of 
Title 50:
    (1) Proposals submitted by taxpayers under this Code section or under any prior Code section that allowed taxpayers to enter into 
a contract or agreement with the commissioner to use a different allocation method, a different apportionment method, or both; and 
      (2) Any agreement or contract entered into as a result of such proposal.
(c)   Taxpayers’ tax information from any state or federal income tax return contained in records subject to disclosure pursuant to sub-
section (b) of this Code section which would otherwise be privileged or protected from disclosure by law shall be deleted or redacted 
from records made available for public inspection.

48-7-60 (a)  Return Information - confidential.

(a) Except in accordance with proper judicial order or as otherwise provided by law, it is unlawful for the commissioner, other officer, 
employee, or agent, or any former officer, employee, or agent to divulge or make known in any manner the amount of income or any 
particulars set forth or disclosed in any report or return required under the law of this state or any report or return information required 
by the Internal Revenue Code when the information or return is received from the Internal Revenue Service or submitted by the tax-
payer as provided by the laws of this state.  Nothing contained in this Code section shall be construed to prohibit the publication of 
statistics so presented as to prevent the identification of particular reports or return and the items thereof, or the inspection by the 
Attorney General or other legal representatives of the state, or use as evidence, of the report or return of a taxpayer in the event of 
any action or proceeding involving any tax liability of the taxpayer. Reports and returns shall be preserved for three years and thereaf-
ter until the commissioner orders then to be destroyed.

48-7-100. Definitions of income for state tax.

  (F) For services performed by an individual under the age of 18 in the delivery or distribution of newspapers or shopping news, 
not including delivery or distribution to any point for subsequent delivery or distribution, or for services performed by an individual in, 
and at the times of, the sale of newspapers or magazines to ultimate consumers under an arrangement by which the newspapers or 
magazines are to be sold by the individual at a fixed price, the individual’s compensation being based on his retention of the excess of 
such price over the amount at which the newspaper or magazines are charged to him.  This sub-paragraph shall apply whether or not 
the individual is guaranteed a minimum amount of compensation for the service or is entitled to be credited with the unsold newspa-
pers or magazines returned.

48-7-112. Income  tax refunds.

(a) (2) The commissioner shall publish the names of claimants whose checks are returned.

Page 169



48-7-142. County referendum elections to decide question of levy of local taxes.

(a) Whenever the governing authority of any county wishes to impose the local income tax authorized by this article, the governing 
authority shall notify the election superintendent of the county of its desire to impose the tax.  Upon receipt of the notice, the election 
superintendent shall issue the call for an election for the purpose of submitting the question of the imposition of the tax to the voters of 
the county for approval or rejection.  The election superintendent shall set the date of the election for a day not less than 30 not more 
than 45 days after the date of the issuance of the call but in no event later than June 1 of any calendar year.  The election superinten-
dent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately preceding the date of 
the election in the official organ of the county.

48-8-3.  Exemptions from state sales and use tax for inserts.

(61)  Printed advertising inserts or advertising supplements distributed in this state in or as part of any newspaper for resale.

48-8-85.  Referendum election to decide imposition of tax.

(a) The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immedi-
ately preceding the date of the election in the official organ of the county.

48-8-92. Referendum election to decide discontinuing imposition of tax.

(a) The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immedi-
ately preceding the date of the election in the official organ of the county.

48-8-103(a). Referendum to impose homestead option sales and use tax.

(a)  The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immedi-
ately preceding the date of the election in the official organ of such county.

48-8-106(a).  Referendum to discontinue homestead option sales and use tax.

(a)  The election superintendent shall cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for two weeks immedi-
ately preceding the date of the election in the official organ of such county.

48-8-111. Taxation - publication of election regarding special purpose sales and use tax.

 (b)  Upon receipt of the resolution or ordinance, the election superintendent shall issue the call for an election for the purpose of 
submitting the question of the imposition of the tax to the voters of the county.  The election superintendent shall issue the call and 
shall conduct the election on a date and in the manner authorized under Code Section 21-2-540.  The election superintendent shall 
cause the date and purpose of the election to be published once a week for four weeks immediately preceding the date of the elec-
tion in the official organ of the county.  If general obligation debt is to be issued in conjunction with the imposition of the tax, the notice 
published by the election superintendent shall also include, in such form as may be specified by the county governing authority, the 
principal amount of the debt, the purpose for which the debt is to be issued, the rate or rates of interest or the maximum rate or rates 
of interest the debt will bear, and the amount of principal to be paid in each year during the life of the debt; and such publication of 
notice by the election superintendent shall take the place of the notice otherwise required by Code Section 36-82-1, which notice shall 
not be required.

48-8-122.  Annual publication of SPLOST Projects

   The governing authority of the county and the governing authority of each municipality receiving any proceeds from the tax under 
this part or under Article 4 of this chapter shall maintain a record of each and every project for which the proceeds of the tax are used. 
Not later than December 31 of each year, the governing authority of each local government receiving any proceeds from the tax under 
this part shall publish annually, in a newspaper of general circulation in the boundaries of such local government and in a prominent 
location on the local government website, if such local government maintains a website, a simple, nontechnical report which shows 
for each project or purpose in the resolution or ordinance calling for imposition of the tax the original estimated cost, the current esti-
mated cost if it is not the original estimated cost, amounts expended in prior years, amounts expended in the current year, any excess 
proceeds which have not been expended for a project or purpose, estimated completion date, and the actual completion cost of a 
project completed during the current year. In the case of road, street, and bridge purposes, such information shall be in the form of a 
consolidated schedule of the total original estimated cost, the total current estimated cost if it is not the original estimated cost, and 
the total amounts expended in prior years and the current year for all such projects and not a separate enumeration of such informa-
tion with respect to each such individual road, street, or bridge project. The report shall also include a statement of what corrective 
action the local government intends to implement with respect to each project which is underfunded or behind schedule.

§ 48-8-141.  Audit Department Website

   Except as otherwise expressly provided in Article VIII, Section VI, Paragraph IV of the Constitution of Georgia, the sales tax for edu-
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cational purposes which may be levied by a board of education of a county school district or concurrently by the board of education 
of a county school district and the board of education of each independent school district located within such county shall be imposed 
and levied by such board or boards of education and collected by the commissioner on behalf of such board or boards of education in 
the same manner as provided for under Part 1 of this article and the provisions of Part 1 of this article in particular, but without limita-
tion, the provisions regarding the authority of the commissioner to administer and collect this tax, retain the 1 percent administrative 
fee, and promulgate rules and regulations governing this tax shall apply equally to such board or boards of education. The report 
required pursuant to Code Section 48-8-122 shall be applicable; provided, however, that in addition to posting such report in a news-
paper of general circulation as required by such Code section, such report may be posted on the searchable website provided for 
under Code Section 50-6-32.

48-8-250.   Transporation Projects Website

Not later than December 15 of each year, the state revenue commissioner shall publish, on the website created pursuant to para-
graph (3) of subsection (c) of Code Section 48-8-245, a simple, nontechnical report which shows for each project in the investment list 
approved by the director the original estimated cost, the current estimated cost if it is not the original estimated cost, amounts expend-
ed in prior years, and amounts expended in the current year with respect to each such project. The report shall also include a state-
ment of what corrective action the commissioner of transportation and the executive director of the Georgia Regional Transportation 
Authority intend to implement with respect to each project which is underfunded or behind schedule and a statement of any surplus 
funds which have not been expended for a project.

48-11-9(c). Seized Tobacco Products - advertising sale of at auction

(c)  When any cigars, cigarettes, loose or smokeless tobacco, or other property has been seized pursuant to this chapter, the com-
missioner, at the commissioner’s discretion, may advertise it for sale in a newspaper published or having a circulation in the place 
in which the seizure occurred, at least five days before the sale. Any person claiming an interest in the cigars, cigarettes, loose or 
smokeless tobacco, or other property may make written appliction to the commissioner for a hearing. The application shall state the 
person’s interest in the cigars, cigarettes, loose or smokeless tobacco, or other property and such person’s reasons why the cigars, 
cigarettes, loose or smokeless tobacco, or other property should not be forfeited.
 
48-13-9(a)(b)(15).  Specific, business, and occupation taxes - regulatory fees.

(a)  A local government is authorized to require a business or practitioner of a profession or occupation to pay a regulatory fee only 
if the local government customarily performs investigation or inspection of such businesses or practitioners of such profession or 
occupation as protection of the public health, safety, or welfare or in the course of enforcing a state or local building, health, or safety 
code, but no local government is authorized to use regulatory fees as a means of raising revenue for general purposes; provided that 
the amount of a regulatory fee shall approximate the reasonable cost of the actual regulatory activity performed by the local govern-
ment.

(b)  Examples of businesses or practitioners of professions or occupations which may be subject to regulatory fees of local govern-
ments include, but are expressly not limited to, the following;
 (15) Newspaper vending boxes.

48-13-15(a)-(c).  Occupation Tax; confidentiality of gross receipts.

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (c) of this Code section, information on gross receipts received by a business or practitioner of 
an occupation or profession provided to a local government for the purpose of determining the amount of occupation tax for the busi-
ness or practitioner is confidential and exempt from inspection or disclosure under Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50.
(b)  Violation of the confidentiality provision of subsection (a) of this Code section shall be unlawful and upon conviction shall be pun-
ished as a misdemeanor.

(c)  Information on gross receipts received by a business or practitioner of an occupation or profession provided to a local government 
for the purpose of determining the amount of occupation tax for the business or practitioner may be disclosed to the governing author-
ity of another local government for occupation tax purposes or pursuant to court order or for the purpose of collection of occupation 
tax or prosecution for failure or refusal to pay occupation tax.

49-1-6.  Transfer of assets of nonprofit corporation to Department of Human Resources.

(c) Such corporation, once a week for four weeks prior to  the filing of such petition, shall publish notice in the newspaper of the coun-
ty in which is located the principal office of the corporation, such newspaper being the newspaper in which notices of sheriff’s sales 
are advertised.  The notice shall set forth the date, time, and place when such application will be presented, the court to which it will 
be presented, and the  assets which such corporation desires to transfer to the department.

49-4A-8(d).  Delinquent or unruly children records.

(d) (2)  The department shall keep written records of all examinations and reexaminations, of conclusions based thereon, and of all 
orders concerning the disposition or treatment of every delinquent or unruly child subject to its control.  Records as may be main-
tained by the department with respect to a delinquent or unruly child committed to the department shall not be public records but shall 
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be privileged records and may be disclosed by direction of the commissioner pursuant to federal law in regard to disseminating juve-
nile criminal history records only to those persons having a legitimate interest therein; provided, however, that the commissioner shall 
permit the Council of Juvenile Court Judges to inspect and copy such records for the purposes of obtaining statistics on juveniles.

49-4A-8(e.1).  Juvenile Proceedings- notice to victims.

(e.1)(1)  When a child who has been adjudicated delinquent for the commission of a designated felony act as defined in Code Section 
15-11-63 is released from confinement or custody of the department, it shall be the responsibility of the department to provide notice 
to any person who was the victim of the child’s delinquent acts that the child is being released, from confinement or custody.

49-4-153 (b)(1).  Administrative hearing record open to public.

Each agency shall maintain a properly indexed file of all decisions in contested cases, which file shall be open for public inspection 
except those expressly made confidential or privileged by statute.  If the commissioner fails to issue a decision, the initial recommend-
ed decision shall become the final administrative decision of the commissioner.

49-5-10.  DHR records on delinquents.

(d)  The department shall keep written records of all examinations, evaluations, reexaminations, and reevaluations of conclusions 
based thereon, and of all orders concerning the disposition or treatment of every delinquent or unruly child subject to its control.  
Records as may be maintained by the department with respect to a delinquent or unruly child committed to the department shall not 
be public records but shall be privileged records and may be disclosed by direction of the commissioner pursuant to federal law in 
regard to disseminating juvenile criminal history records only to those persons having a legitimate interest therein and to authorized 
representatives of the Department of Corrections when such records relate to a child that has been transferred to the custody of the 
Department of Corrections; provided, however, that the commissioner shall permit the Council of Juvenile Court Judges to inspect and 
copy such records for the purposes of obtaining statistics on Juveniles.

49-5-40.  Child abuse and deprivation records.  (Recor confidential.)

Each and every record concerning reports of child abuse and neglect and child controlled substance or marijuana abuse which is in 
the custody of the department or other state or local agency is declared to be confidential, and access thereto is prohibited except as 
provided in Code Section 49-5-41 and Code Section 49-5-41.1.

49-5-41(a), (e).  Juvenile Records.

(a)  Notwithstanding Code Section 49-5-40, the following persons or agencies shall have reasonable access to such records concern-
ing reports of child abuse:
 (1)  A legally mandated, public or private, child protective agency of this state or any other state bound by similar confidentiality 
provisions and requirement which is investigating a report of known or suspected child abuse or threatening a child or family which is 
the subject of a report or record;
 (2)  A court, by subpoena, upon its finding that access to such records may be necessary for determination of an issue before 
such court; provided, however, that the court shall examine such record in camera, unless the court determines that public disclosure 
of the information contained therein is necessary for the resolution of an issue then before it and the record is otherwise admissible 
under the rules of evidence;
 (3)  A grand jury by subpoena upon its determination that access to such records is necessary in the conduct of its official busi-
ness;
 (4)  A district attorney of any judicial circuit in this state or any assistant district attorney who may seek such access in connection 
with official duty;
 (5)  Any adult who makes a report of suspected child abuse as required by Code Section 19-7-5, but such access shall include 
only notification regarding the child concerning whom the report was made, shall disclose only whether the investigation by the 
department or governmental child protective agency of the reported abuse is ongoing or completed and, if completed, whether child 
abuse was confirmed or unconfirmed, and shall only be disclosed if requested by the person making the report;
 (6)  Any adult requesting information regarding investigations by the department or a governmental child protective agency 
regarding the findings or information about the case of child abuse or neglect that results in a child fatality or near fatality, unless such 
disclosure of information would jeopardize a criminal investigation or proceeding, but such access shall be limited to a disclosure of 
the available facts and findings.  Any identifying information, including but not limited to the child or caretaker’s name, race, ethnicity, 
address, or telephone numbers and any other information that is privileged or confidential, shall be redacted to preserve the confiden-
tiality of the child, other children in the househould, and the child’s parents, guardians, custodians, or caretakers.
 (7)  The State Personnel Board, by administrative subpoena, upon a finding by an administrative law judge appointed by the 
chief state administrative law judge pursuant to Article 2 of Chapter 13 of Title 50, that access to such records may be necessary for 
a determination of an issue involving departmental personnel and that issue involves the conduct of such personnel in child related 
employment activities, provided that only those parts of the record relevant to the child related employment activities shall be dis-
closed.  The name of any complainant or client shall not be identified or entered into the record;
 (7.1)  A child advocacy center which is certified by the Child Abuse Protocol Committee of the county where the principal office 
of the center is located as participating in the Georgia Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers or a similar accreditation organization 
and which is operated for the purpose of investigation of known or suspected child abuse and treatment of a child or a family which is 
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the subject of a report of abuse, and which has been created and supported through one or more intracommunity compacts between 
such advocacy center and one or more police agencies, the office of the district attorney, a legally mandated public or private child 
protective agency, a mental health board, and a community health service board; provided, however, that any child advocacy center 
which is granted access to records concerning reports of child abuse shall be subject to the confidentiality provisions of subsection (b) 
of Code Section 49-5-40 and shall be subject to the penalties imposed by Code Section 49-5-44 for authorizing or permitting unau-
thorized access to or use of such records;
 (8)  Police or any other law enforcement agency of this state or any other state or any medical examiner or coroner investigating 
a report of known or suspected abuse or any child fatality review panel or child abuse protocol committee or subcommittee thereof 
created pursuant to Chapter 15 of Title 19, it being found by the General Assembly that the disclosure of such information is neces-
sary in order for such entities to carry out their legal responsibilities to protect children from abuse and neglect, which protective 
actions include bringing criminal actions for such abuse or neglect, and that such disclosure is therefore permissible and encouraged 
under the 1992 amendments to Section 107(b)(4) of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 5106(A)(b)(4); 
and
 (9) The Governor, the Attorney General, the Lieutenant Governor, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives when such 
officer makes a written request to the commissioner of the department which specifies the name of the child for which such access is 
sought and which describes such officer’s need to have access to such records in order to determine whether the laws of this state 
are being complied with to protect children from abuse and neglect and whether such laws need to be changed to enhance such pro-
tection, for which purposes the General Assembly finds such disclosure is permissible and encouraged under the 1992 amendments 
to Section 107(b)(4) of the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act, 42 U.S.C. Section 5106 (A)(b)(4).

(e) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, with the exception of medical and mental health records made confidential by other 
provisions of law, child abuse and deprivation records applicable to a child who at the time of his or her fatality or near fatality was:

   (1) In the custody of a state department or agency or foster parent;

   (2) A child as defined in paragraph (3) of Code Section 15-11-171; or

   (3) The subject of an investigation, report, referral, or complaint under Code Section 15-11-173

shall not be confidential and shall be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, relating to open records; provided, however, that 
any identifying information, including but not limited to the child or caretaker’s name, race, ethnicity, address, or telephone numbers 
and any other information that is privileged or confidential, shall be redacted to preserve the confidentiality of the child, other children 
in the household, and the child’s parents, guardians, custodians, or caretakers. Upon the release of documents pursuant to this sub-
section, the department may comment publicly on the case.

49-5-42.  Rules and regulations.

The board may adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with this article.
49-5-44.  Penalties for Improper Access to Child Abuse Records.

 (a)  Any person who authorizes or permits any person or agency not listed in Code Section 49-5-41 to have access to such 
records concerning reports of child abuse declared confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
 (b)  Any person who knowingly and under false pretense obtains or attempts to obtain records or reports of child abuse declared 
confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 or information contained therein except as authorized in this article or Code Section 19-7-5 shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor.
 (c)  Records made confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 and information obtained from such records may not be made a part of 
any record which is open to the public except that a district attorney may use and make public that record or information in the course 
of any criminal prosecution for any offense which constitutes or results from child abuse.

49-5-45.  Penalty for allowing unauthorized access to juvenile drug use records.

Any person who authorizes or permits any person or agency not authorized by the juvenile court pursuant to Code Section 49-5-41.1 
to have access to such records concerning reports of child controlled substance or 
marijuana abuse declared confidential by Code Section 49-5-40 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

49-5-186.  Child Abuse Registry closed.

(a)  Information in the abuse registry shall be confidential and access thereto is prohibited except as provided in this article.  Such 
information shall not be deemed to be a record of child abuse for purposes of Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 49.
 (b)  Information obtained from the abuse registry may not be made a part of any  record which is open to the public except as 
provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection and except that a district attorney may use in any court proceeding that information in the 
course of any criminal prosecution for any offense which constitutes or results from child abuse if such information is otherwise admis-
sible. 
(c)  Any person who knowingly provides from the abuse registry any information to a person not authorized to be provided that infor-
mation under this article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
(d)  Any person who knowingly and under false pretense obtains or attempts to obtain information which was obtained from the abuse 
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registry except as authorized in this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

49-15-184(d), (e).  Access to records and proceedings of child abuser registry.

(d)  The general public shall be excluded from such hearings and the files and records relating thereto shall be confidential and not 
subject to public inspection.
 
(e)  The review and records thereof shall be closed to the public and not subject to public inspection.  The decision of the superior 
court under this subsection shall not be subject to appeal or review.”
50-1-5.  Open Meetings - Teleconferences.

(a)  Unless specifically prohibited by the laws relating to a particular board, body, or committee, and board, body, or committee of 
state government may meet by teleconference or other similar means.  The methods of meeting permitted under this Code section 
shall include telephone conference calls, meetings held through two-way interactive closed circuit television or satellite television 
signal, or any other similar method which allows each member of the board or body participating in the meeting to hear and speak to 
each other member participating in the meeting.
 
(b)  Nothing in this Code section shall eliminate any otherwise applicable requirement for giving notice of any meeting.  Likewise, 
nothing in this Code section shall create a requirement for giving notice of any  meeting where it does not otherwise exist.  The notice 
shall list each location where any member of the board, body, or committee plans to participate in the meeting if the meeting is oth-
erwise open to the public; provided, however, it shall not be grounds to contesttions of the board, body, or committee as provided in 
Code Section 50-14-1 if a member participates from a location other than the location listed in the notice.   At a minimum, the notice 
shall list one specific location where the public can participate in the meeting if the meeting is otherwise open to the public.  The 
notice shall further conform with the provisions of “due notice” as provided in Code Section 50-14-1.  Any meeting which is otherwise 
required by law to be open to the public shall be open to the public at each location listed in the notice or where any member of the 
board, body, or committee participates in the meeting.
 
(c)  The provisions of this Code section shall be broadly construed to cover any board, body, or committee of state government which 
is required or authorized to hold any meeting concerning state government affairs, regardless of the name by which any such entity 
may be known.  The provisions of this Code section are specifically made applicable to the legislative and judicial branches of state 
government as well as the executive branch.  With respect to the judicial branch, however, this Code section shall not apply to actual 
court sessions but shall apply to other administrative or judicial proceedings in the judicial branch.  With respect to the legislative 
branch, this Code section shall not apply to actual sessions of the Senate or the House of Representatives but shall apply to commit-
tee meeting and other administrative proceedings.”

50-5A-11.  Restricted access to records of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services.

(a)  The following records, or portions thereof, shall not constitute public records and shall not be open to inspection by the general 
public:

 (1)  Participant account balances in the local government investment pool;
 (2)  All wiring or Automated Clearing House transfer of funds instructions;

 (3)  Account analysis statements received or prepared by the staff of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services;

 (4)  All bank account numbers in the possession of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services and any record or document con-
taining such numbers;

 (5)  All proprietary computer software in the possession or under the control of the Office of  Treasury and Fiscal Services; and
 (6)  All security codes and procedures related to physical, electronic, or other access to the Office of Treasury and Fiscal 
Services, its systems, and its software.
(b)  For a period from the opening of bank accounts until such time as those bank accounts are closed, the local government invest-
ment pool resolutions which pertain to the opening and maintenance of bank accounts shall not constitute public records and shall not 
be open to inspection by the general public.

(c)  For a period from the date of creation of the record until the end of the calendar quarter in which the record is created, the follow-
ing records, or portions thereof, shall not constitute public records and shall not be open to inspection by the general public:
 (1)  Investment trade tickets; and
 (2)  Bank statements of the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Service.

(d)  For a period from the date of creation of the record until 30 days after adoption, bank fee payment schedules shall not constitute 
public records and shall not be open to inspection by the general public.

(e)  The restrictions of subsections (a), (b), (c), and (d) of this Code section shall not apply to access:
 (1)  Required by law, including disclosures required by subpoena or other legal process of a court or administrative agency hav-
ing competent jurisdiction in legal proceedings where the State of Georgia or the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services is a party;
 (2)  In prosecutions or other court actions to which the State of Georgia or the Office of Treasury and Fiscal Services is a party;
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 (3)  Given to federal or state regulatory or law enforcement agencies;
 (4)  Given to any person or entity in connection with its account in the local government investment pool managed by the Office 
of Treasury and Fiscal Services pursuant to Chapter 83 of Title 36, the ‘Local Government Investment Pool Act’; or
 (5)  Given to the Governor, the Attorney General and the Department of Law, the Office of Planning and Budget, officers of the 
General Assembly, the Legislative Budget Office, the state auditor and the Department of Audits, or the State Depository Board for 
use and public disclosure in the ordinary performance of those officers’ and offices’ duties.

50-5-67 (a,d) Competitive sealed bidding and competitive sealed proposal processes for securing government contracts-public notice. 
Once a bid/proposal is selected, the Department will publish the name of the successful bidder and the contract’s essential terms.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, contracts exceeding $100,000.00 shall be given by competitive sealed bidding.  
If the total requirement of any given commodity will involve an expediture in excess of $250,000.00, sealed bids shall be solicited by 
advertisement in the Georgia Procurement Registry established under subsection (b) of Code Section 50-5-69 and in addition may be 
solicited by advertisement in a newspaper of state-wide circulation at least once and at least 15 calendar days, except for construction 
projects which shall have 30 calendar days allowed, prior to the date fixed for opening bids and awarding of the contract.  Oter meth-
ods of advertisement, however, may be adopted by the Department of Administrative Services when such other methods are deemed 
more advantageous for the state item to be purchased.  In any event, it shall be the duty of the Department of Administrative Services 
to solicit sealed bids from reputable owners of supplies in all cases where the total requirement will exceed $100,000.00.  When it 
appears that the use of competitive sealed bidding is either not justified or not advantageous to the state, a contract may be entered 
into by competitve sealed proposals, subject to the following: (1) This method of solicitation shall only be used after a written determi-
nation by the Department of Administrative Services that the use of competitive sealed bidding is not justified or is not advantageous 
to the state; (2) Proposals shall be solicited through a request for proposals; (3) Adequate public notice of the request for proposals 
shall be given in the same manner as provided for competitive sealed bidding; (4) A register of proposals shall be prepared and made 
available for public inspection;
(d) Every bid or proposal conforming to the terms of the advertisement provided for in this Code section, together with the name of 
the bidder, shall be recorded, and all such recordds with the name of the successful bidder or offeror indicated thereon shall, after 
award or letting of the contract, be subject to public inspection upon request.  The Department of Administrative Services shall also, 
within one day after the award or letting of the contract, publish the name of the successful bidder or offeror on public display in a 
conspicuous place in the department’s office or on the Georgia Procurement Registry so that it may be easily seen by the public.  The 
public notice on public display shall also show the price or the amount for which the contract was let and the commodities covererd by 
the contract.  The Department of Administrative Services shall also. within one day after the awrad or letting of the contract, publish 
on public display the namesof all persons whose bids, offers, or proposals were rejected by it, together with a statement giving the 
reasons for such rejection.  Bids, offers, or proposals shall be opened in public by the Department of Administrative Services, which 
shall canvass the bids, offers, or proposals and award the contract according to the terms of this part.  A proper bond for the faithful 
performance of any contract shall be required of the successful bidder or offeror in the discretion of the Department of Administrative 
Services.  After the contracts have been awarded, the Department of Administrative Services shall certify to the offices, agencies, 
departments, boards, bureaus, commissions, institutions, or other entities of the state the sources of the supplies and the contract 
price of the various supplies, materials, services, and equipment so contracted for. 

50-5-67 (a)(6).  Solicited offers for government contracts- confidential negotiations.

(6) As provided in the request for proposals and under regulations to be developed by the Department of Administrative Services, dis-
cussions may be conducted with qualified offerors who submit proposals determined to be reasonably susceptible of being selected 
for award, for the purpose of clarification to assure full understanding of and responsiveness to the colicitation requirements.  Offerors 
shall be accorded fair and equal treatment with respect to any opportunity for discussion and clarification of proposals.  After such 
clarifications, revisions may be permitted to technical proposals and price proposals prior to award for the purpose of obtaining best 
and final offers.  The Dapartment of Administrative Services is authorized to solicit multiple revisions to price proposals for the pur-
pose of obtaining the most advantageous proposal to the state.  In conductiong discussions or soliciting any revisions, there shall be 
no disclosure of any information contained in proposals submitted by competing offerors.  However, this prohibition on disclosure of 
information shall not prohibit the Department of Administrative Services from disclosing to competing offerors any preliminary rankings 
and scores of competing offerors’ proposals other thatn with respect to the procurement of construction contracts.

50-6-9 .  Department of audits work papers and vulnerability assessments.

(a) Work papers and preliminary drafts of reports created in the course of the discharge of duties and powers of the Department of 
Audits and Accounts and the state auditor shall not be subject to inspection as public records until an audit or special examination is 
concluded and a report pertaining to those work papers or preliminary drafts is released as a public record, if a report is to be done. If 
a public request to inspect such documents has been pending for at least six months, the state auditor’s decision not to disclose the 
documents shall be subject to judicial review in the Superior Court of Fulton County. On judicial review, the state auditor shall have 
the burden of establishing that the state’s interest in nondisclosure outweighs the public interest in access to the records.
(b) If in performing a vulnerability assessment or review the state auditor determines in his or her discretion that a vulnerability or 
security deficiency may exist, such findings and related work papers shall not be disclosed publicly or otherwise except as determined 
by the state auditor.  The findings shall not be considered a public record until the state auditor determines no material risk is present 
from disclosure. Those parts of findings and work papers which identify the methods of the state auditor or which may cause or per-
petuate vulnerability shall remain confidential and protected from disclosure until the state auditor otherwise directs. A decision of the 
state auditor not to disclose documents pursuant to this subsection shall be subject to judicial review in the Superior Court of Fulton 
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County, provided a public request to inspect such documents has been pending for at least six months. The state auditor shall have 
the burden of establishing that the state’s interest in nondisclosure outweighs the public interest in access to the records. 

50-6-32.   State Government Transparency Web site

(a) This Code section shall be known and may be cited as the “Transparency in Government Act.”
(b) As used in this Code section, the term:
   (1) “Agency” means:
      (A) Each department, commission, authority, and agency of state government;
      (B) The Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia;
      (C) Any regional educational service agency;
      (D) The General Assembly, including all legislative offices and agencies; and
      (E) Local boards of education.
   (2) “Department” means the Department of Audits and Accounts.
   (3) “Searchable website” means a single website that allows the public to review and analyze information identified in subsection (c) 
of this Code section.
(c) No later than January 1, 2009, the department shall develop and operate a single searchable website accessible by the public, at 
no cost, that provides the following information pertaining to state fiscal year 2008;

 (1) The State of Georgia Comprehensive Annual Financial Report that includes an indexed statement of operations and a state-
ment of financial condition of the state in accordance with governmental generally acceptable accounting principles;

      (2) The annual Budgetary Compliance Report for the state that provides, by agency, an indexed report comparing budgeted and 
actual revenues and expenditures by budgetary units for each organization included in the Appropriations Act, as amended. Such 
report shall include, at a minimum, a statement of the taxes and other revenues remitted to the state treasury and operating revenues 
retained by the agency during the immediately preceding fiscal year as well as a statement of total expenditures made by the agency 
during the immediately preceding fiscal year;

      (3) The annual State of Georgia Single Audit Report that provides, by federal grant, an indexed listing of all expenditures of fed-
eral funds and also discloses by state organization any audit findings and corrective actions to be taken;

      (4) Salaries and expenses of full-time and part-time employees and board members;

      (5) A list of consultant expenses and other professional services expenses;

      (6) State Budget in Brief, indexed by reporting agency; and

      (7) All performance audits conducted by the department for the preceding five years.
As soon as is practical after the close of each fiscal year, the department shall update the single searchable website for such fiscal 
year to include the information set forth in this subsection.

 (d) (1) The department shall develop and add to the searchable website a report of certain grant and contract payments made or 
due to vendors by agencies reporting through the state’s general financial accounting and information system and all payments made 
through economic and incentive programs operated by the Department of Economic Development, the Department of Labor, the 
Department of Community Affairs, the Department of Agriculture, and the Georgia Lottery Corporation pertaining to state fiscal year 
2009 and each state fiscal year thereafter. Such report shall include, at a minimum:
      (A) A list of all obligations entered into by the agency during the immediately preceding fiscal year which call for the agency to 
expend at any time in the aggregate more than $50,000.00; and
      (B) A list of the names of each person, firm, or corporation that has received from the agency during the immediately preceding 
fiscal year payments in excess of $20,000.00 in the aggregate, including the amount paid to such person, firm, or corporation during 
such period.
   (2) As soon as is practical after the close of each fiscal year, the department shall update the searchable website for such fiscal 
year to include the information set forth in this subsection.
   (3) Offices of the judicial branch shall provide the information required by agencies under this subsection.
(e) All agencies shall provide to the Department of Audits and Accounts such information as is necessary to accomplish the purposes 
of this Code section.
(f) Nothing in this Code section shall require the disclosure of information which is considered confidential by state or federal law.

50-8-35 (6) (7).  Report of State Auditor:  Non-Profit Organizations.

(6) A copy of the report and of any comments made by the state auditor pursuant to subparagraph (B) of paragraph (5) of this sub-
section shall be maintained as a public record for public inspection during the regular working hours at the principal office of the non-
profit corporation and the related center.
(7)  Upon a failure, refusal, or neglect to have an annual audit made or a failure to file a copy of the annual audit report with the state 
auditor or a failure to correct auditing deficiencies noted by the state auditor, the state auditor shall cause a prominent notice to be 
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published in the legal organ of and any other newspapers of general circulation within each county and municipality within the related 
center’s region.  Such notice shall be a prominently displayed advertisement or news article and shall not be placed in that section of 
the newspaper where legal notices appear.  Such notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks and shall state 
that the nonprofit corporation has failed or refused to file an audit report or to correct auditing deficiencies, as the case may be, for the 
fiscal year or years in question.  Such notice shall further state that such failure or refusal is in violation of state law.

50-8-39 (d)(e).  Access to State Audit for Regional Develop Center.

(d)  A copy of the report and of any comments made by the state auditor pursuant to paragraph (2) of subsection (c) of this Code sec-
tion shall be maintained as a public record for public inspection during the regular working hours at the principal office of the center.
(e)  Upon a failure, refusal, or neglect to have an annual audit made or a failure to file a copy of the annual audit report with the state 
auditor or a failure to correct auditing deficiencies noted by the state auditor, the state auditor shall cause a prominent notice to be 
published in the legal organ of and any other newspapers of general circulation within each county and municipality within the center’s 
region.  Such notice shall be prominently displayed advertisement or news article and shall not be placed in that section of the news-
paper where legal notices appear.  Such notice shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks and shall state that the 
center has failed or refused to file an audit report or to correct auditing deficiencies, as the case may be, for the fiscal year or years in 
question.  Such notice shall further state that such failure or refusal is in violation of state law.

50-8-63.  Regional Development Centers - conflicts of interest.

(a)  Except as provided in subsection (b) of this code section, any employee, any member of such employee’s family,  any business 
in which such employee or member of his family has a substantial interest, individually or collectively who transacts business with any 
local government shall disclose such transactions annually.  Such disclosures shall be submitted to the board of directors of the cen-
ter and to the commissioner prior to January 31 each year  on such forms as are prescribed by the commissioner.  At a minimum, the 
disclosures shall include an itemized list of the previous year’s transactions with the dollar amount of each transaction reported and 
totaled.  Such disclosure statements shall be public records.

50-14-1. Open Meetings.

   (a) As used in this chapter, the term:

   (1) “Agency” means:

      (A) Every state department, agency, board, bureau, office, commission, public corporation, and authority;

      (B) Every county, municipal corporation, school district, or other political subdivision of this state;

      (C) Every department, agency, board, bureau, office, commission, authority, or similar body of each such county, municipal corpo-
ration, or other political subdivision of the state;

      (D) Every city, county, regional, or other authority established pursuant to the laws of this state; and

      (E) Any nonprofit organization to which there is a direct allocation of tax funds made by the governing body of any agency as 
defined in this paragraph which constitutes more than 33 1/3 percent of the funds from all sources of such organization; provided, 
however, that this subparagraph shall not include hospitals, nursing homes, dispensers of pharmaceutical products, or any other type 
organization, person, or firm furnishing medical or health services to a citizen for which they receive reimbursement from the state 
whether directly or indirectly; nor shall this term include a subagency or affiliate of such a nonprofit organization from or through which 
the allocation of tax funds is made.

   (2) “Executive session” means a portion of a meeting lawfully closed to the public.

   (3) (A) “Meeting” means:

         (i) The gathering of a quorum of the members of the governing body of an agency at which any official business, policy, or pub-
lic matter of the agency is formulated, presented, discussed, or voted upon; or

         (ii) The gathering of a quorum of any committee of the members of the governing body of an agency or a quorum of any com-
mittee created by the governing body at which any official business, policy, or public matter of the committee is formulated, presented, 
discussed, or voted upon.

      (B) “Meeting” shall not include:

         (i) The gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing body or committee for the purpose of making inspections of physi-
cal facilities or property under the jurisdiction of such agency at which no other official business of the agency is to be discussed or 
official action is to be taken;

         (ii) The gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing body or committee for the purpose of attending state-wide, mul-
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tijurisdictional, or regional meetings to participate in seminars or courses of training on matters related to the purpose of the agency 
or to receive or discuss information on matters related to the purpose of the agency at which no official action is to be taken by the 
members;

         (iii) The gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing body or committee for the purpose of meeting with officials of the 
legislative or executive branches of the state or federal government at state or federal offices and at which no official action is to be 
taken by the members;

         (iv) The gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing body of an agency for the purpose of traveling to a meeting or 
gathering as otherwise authorized by this subsection so long as no official business, policy, or public matter is formulated, presented, 
discussed, or voted upon by the quorum; or

         (v) The gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing body of an agency at social, ceremonial, civic, or religious events 
so long as no official business, policy, or public matter is formulated, presented, discussed, or voted upon by the quorum.

This subparagraph’s exclusions from the definition of the term “meeting” shall not apply if it is shown that the primary purpose of the 
gathering or gatherings is to evade or avoid the requirements for conducting a meeting while discussing or conducting official busi-
ness.

(b) (1) Except as otherwise provided by law, all meetings shall be open to the public. All votes at any meeting shall be taken in public 
after due notice of the meeting and compliance with the posting and agenda requirements of this chapter.

   (2) Any resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or other official action of an agency adopted, taken, or made at a meeting which is 
not open to the public as required by this chapter shall not be binding. Any action contesting a resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, 
or other formal action of an agency based on an alleged violation of this provision shall be commenced within 90 days of the date 
such contested action was taken or, if the meeting was held in a manner not permitted by law, within 90 days from the date the party 
alleging the violation knew or should have known about the alleged violation so long as such date is not more than six months after 
the date the contested action was taken.

   (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (2) of this subsection, any action under this chapter contesting a zoning decision of 
a local governing authority shall be commenced within the time allowed by law for appeal of such zoning decision.

(c) The public at all times shall be afforded access to meetings declared open to the public pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code 
section. Visual and sound recording during open meetings shall be permitted.

(d) (1) Every agency subject to this chapter shall prescribe the time, place, and dates of regular meetings of the agency. Such infor-
mation shall be available to the general public and a notice containing such information shall be posted at least one week in advance 
and maintained in a conspicuous place available to the public at the regular place of an agency or committee meeting subject to this 
chapter as well as on the agency’s website, if any. Meetings shall be held in accordance with a regular schedule, but nothing in this 
subsection shall preclude an agency from canceling or postponing any regularly scheduled meeting.

   (2) For any meeting, other than a regularly scheduled meeting of the agency for which notice has already been provided pursuant 
to this chapter, written or oral notice shall be given at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting to the legal organ in which notices 
of sheriff’s sales are published in the county where regular meetings are held or at the option of the agency to a newspaper hav-
ing a general circulation in such county at least equal to that of the legal organ; provided, however, that, in counties where the legal 
organ is published less often than four times weekly, sufficient notice shall be the posting of a written notice for at least 24 hours at 
the place of regular meetings and, upon written request from any local broadcast or print media outlet whose place of business and 
physical facilities are located in the county, notice by telephone, facsimile, or e-mail to that requesting media outlet at least 24 hours 
in advance of the called meeting. Whenever notice is given to a legal organ or other newspaper, that publication shall immediately 
or as soon as practicable make the information available upon inquiry to any member of the public. Upon written request from any 
local broadcast or print media outlet, a copy of the meeting’s agenda shall be provided by facsimile, e-mail, or mail through a self-
addressed, stamped envelope provided by the requestor.

   (3) When special circumstances occur and are so declared by an agency, that agency may hold a meeting with less than 24 hours’ 
notice upon giving such notice of the meeting and subjects expected to be considered at the meeting as is reasonable under the cir-
cumstances, including notice to the county legal organ or a newspaper having a general circulation in the county at least equal to that 
of the legal organ, in which event the reason for holding the meeting within 24 hours and the nature of the notice shall be recorded in 
the minutes. Such reasonable notice shall also include, upon written request within the previous calendar year from any local broad-
cast or print media outlet whose place of business and physical facilities are located in the county, notice by telephone, facsimile, or 
e-mail to that requesting media outlet.

(e) (1) Prior to any meeting, the agency or committee holding such meeting shall make available an agenda of all matters expected to 
come before the agency or committee at such meeting. The agenda shall be available upon request and shall be posted at the meet-
ing site as far in advance of the meeting as reasonably possible, but shall not be required to be available more than two weeks prior 
to the meeting and shall be posted, at a minimum, at some time during the two-week period immediately prior to the meeting. Failure 
to include on the agenda an item which becomes necessary to address during the course of a meeting shall not preclude considering 
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and acting upon such item.

   (2) (A) A summary of the subjects acted on and those members present at a meeting of any agency shall be written and made 
available to the public for inspection within two business days of the adjournment of a meeting.

      (B) The regular minutes of a meeting subject to this chapter shall be promptly recorded and such records shall be open to public 
inspection once approved as official by the agency or its committee, but in no case later than immediately following its next regular 
meeting; provided, however, that nothing contained in this chapter shall prohibit the earlier release of minutes, whether approved by 
the agency or not. Such minutes shall, at a minimum, include the names of the members present at the meeting, a description of 
each motion or other proposal made, the identity of the persons making and seconding the motion or other proposal, and a record of 
all votes. The name of each person voting for or against a proposal shall be recorded. It shall be presumed that the action taken was 
approved by each person in attendance unless the minutes reflect the name of the persons voting against the proposal or abstaining.

      (C) Minutes of executive sessions shall also be recorded but shall not be open to the public. Such minutes shall specify each 
issue discussed in executive session by the agency or committee. In the case of executive sessions where matters subject to the 
attorney-client privilege are discussed, the fact that an attorney-client discussion occurred and its subject shall be identified, but the 
substance of the discussion need not be recorded and shall not be identified in the minutes. Such minutes shall be kept and pre-
served for in camera inspection by an appropriate court should a dispute arise as to the propriety of any executive session.

(f) An agency with state-wide jurisdiction or committee of such an agency shall be authorized to conduct meetings by teleconference, 
provided that any such meeting is conducted in compliance with this chapter.

(g) Under circumstances necessitated by emergency conditions involving public safety or the preservation of property or public servic-
es, agencies or committees thereof not otherwise permitted by subsection (f) of this Code section to conduct meetings by teleconfer-
ence may meet by means of teleconference so long as the notice required by this chapter is provided and means are afforded for the 
public to have simultaneous access to the teleconference meeting. On any other occasion of the meeting of an agency or committee 
thereof, and so long as a quorum is present in person, a member may participate by teleconference if necessary due to reasons of 
health or absence from the jurisdiction so long as the other requirements of this chapter are met. Absent emergency conditions or the 
written opinion of a physician or other health professional that reasons of health prevent a member’s physical presence, no member 
shall participate by teleconference pursuant to this subsection more than twice in one calendar year.

50-14-2.  Open Meetings

This chapter shall not be construed so as to repeal in any way:

   (1) The attorney-client privilege recognized by state law to the extent that a meeting otherwise required to be open to the public 
under this chapter may be closed in order to consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation, settle-
ment, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the agency or any officer or 
employee or in which the agency or any officer or employee may be directly involved; provided, however, the meeting may not be 
closed for advice or consultation on whether to close a meeting; and

   (2) Those tax matters which are otherwise made confidential by state law.

50-14-3.  Open Meetings

   (a) This chapter shall not apply to the following:

   (1) Staff meetings held for investigative purposes under duties or responsibilities imposed by law;

   (2) The deliberations and voting of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles; and in addition such board may close a meeting held 
for the purpose of receiving information or evidence for or against clemency or in revocation proceedings if it determines that the 
receipt of such information or evidence in open meeting would present a substantial risk of harm or injury to a witness;

   (3) Meetings of the Georgia Bureau of Investigation or any other law enforcement or prosecutorial agency in the state, including 
grand jury meetings;

   (4) Adoptions and proceedings related thereto;

   (5) Gatherings involving an agency and one or more neutral third parties in mediation of a dispute between the agency and any 
other party. In such a gathering, the neutral party may caucus jointly or independently with the parties to the mediation to facilitate 
a resolution to the conflict, and any such caucus shall not be subject to the requirements of this chapter. Any decision or resolution 
agreed to by an agency at any such caucus shall not become effective until ratified in a public meeting and the terms of any such 
decision or resolution are disclosed to the public. Any final settlement agreement, memorandum of agreement, memorandum of 
understanding, or other similar document, however denominated, in which an agency has formally resolved a claim or dispute shall be 
subject to the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of this title;
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   (6) Meetings:

      (A) Of any medical staff committee of a public hospital;

      (B) Of the governing authority of a public hospital or any committee thereof when performing a peer review or medical review 
function as set forth in Code Section 31-7-15, Articles 6 and 6A of Chapter 7 of Title 31, or under any other applicable federal or state 
statute or regulation; and

      (C) Of the governing authority of a public hospital or any committee thereof in which the granting, restriction, or revocation of staff 
privileges or the granting of abortions under state or federal law is discussed, considered, or voted upon;

   (7) Incidental conversation unrelated to the business of the agency; or

   (8) E-mail communications among members of an agency; provided, however, that such communications shall be subject to disclo-
sure pursuant to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of this title.

(b) Subject to compliance with the other provisions of this chapter, executive sessions shall be permitted for:

   (1) Meetings when any agency is discussing or voting to:

      (A) Authorize the settlement of any matter which may be properly discussed in executive session in accordance with paragraph 
(1) of Code Section 50-14-2;

      (B) Authorize negotiations to purchase, dispose of, or lease property;

      (C) Authorize the ordering of an appraisal related to the acquisition or disposal of real estate;

      (D) Enter into a contract to purchase, dispose of, or lease property subject to approval in a subsequent public vote; or

      (E) Enter into an option to purchase, dispose of, or lease real estate subject to approval in subsequent public vote.

No vote in executive session to acquire, dispose of, or lease real estate, or to settle litigation, claims, or administrative proceedings, 
shall be binding on an agency until a subsequent vote is taken in an open meeting where the identity of the property and the terms 
of the acquisition, disposal, or lease are disclosed before the vote or where the parties and principal settlement terms are disclosed 
before the vote;

   (2) Meetings when discussing or deliberating upon the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or 
dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a public officer or employee or interviewing applicants for the position of the executive 
head of an agency. This exception shall not apply to the receipt of evidence or when hearing argument on personnel matters, includ-
ing whether to impose disciplinary action or dismiss a public officer or employee or when considering or discussing matters of policy 
regarding the employment or hiring practices of the agency. The vote on any matter covered by this paragraph shall be taken in public 
and minutes of the meeting as provided in this chapter shall be made available. Meetings by an agency to discuss or take action on 
the filling of a vacancy in the membership of the agency itself shall at all times be open to the public as provided in this chapter;

   (3) Meetings of the board of trustees or the investment committee of any public retirement system created by or subject to Title 47 
when such board or committee is discussing matters pertaining to investment securities trading or investment portfolio positions and 
composition; and

   (4) Portions of meetings during which that portion of a record made exempt from public inspection or disclosure pursuant to Article 4 
of Chapter 18 of this title is to be considered by an agency and there are no reasonable means by which the agency can consider the 
record without disclosing the exempt portions if the meeting were not closed.
50-14-4.  Open Meetings

   (a) When any meeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant to any provision of this chapter, the specific reasons for such 
closure shall be entered upon the official minutes, the meeting shall not be closed to the public except by a majority vote of a quorum 
present for the meeting, the minutes shall reflect the names of the members present and the names of those voting for closure, and 
that part of the minutes shall be made available to the public as any other minutes. Where a meeting of an agency is devoted in part 
to matters within the exceptions provided by law, any portion of the meeting not subject to any such exception, privilege, or confiden-
tiality shall be open to the public, and the minutes of such portions not subject to any such exception shall be taken, recorded, and 
open to public inspection as provided in subsection (e) of Code Section 50-14-1.

(b) (1) When any meeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant to subsection (a) of this Code section, the person presiding 
over such meeting or, if the agency’s policy so provides, each member of the governing body of the agency attending such meeting, 
shall execute and file with the official minutes of the meeting a notarized affidavit stating under oath that the subject matter of the 
meeting or the closed portion thereof was devoted to matters within the exceptions provided by law and identifying the specific rel-
evant exception.

Page 180



 (2) In the event that one or more persons in an executive session initiates a discussion that is not authorized pursuant to Code 
Section 50-14-3, the presiding officer shall immediately rule the discussion out of order and all present shall cease the questioned 
conversation. If one or more persons continue or attempt to continue the discussion after being ruled out of order, the presiding officer 
shall immediately adjourn the executive session.

50-14-5.  Open Meetings

   (a) The superior courts of this state shall have jurisdiction to enforce compliance with the provisions of this chapter, including the 
power to grant injunctions or other equitable relief. In addition to any action that may be brought by any person, firm, corporation, or 
other entity, the Attorney General shall have authority to bring enforcement actions, either civil or criminal, in his or her discretion as 
may be appropriate to enforce compliance with this chapter.

(b) In any action brought to enforce the provisions of this chapter in which the court determines that an agency acted without substan-
tial justification in not complying with this chapter, the court shall, unless it finds that special circumstances exist, assess in favor of 
the complaining party reasonable attorney’s fees and other litigation costs reasonably incurred. Whether the position of the complain-
ing party was substantially justified shall be determined on the basis of the record as a whole which is made in the proceeding for 
which fees and other expenses are sought.

(c) Any agency or person who provides access to information in good faith reliance on the requirements of this chapter shall not be 
liable in any action on account of having provided access to such information.

50-14-6.  Open Meetings

   Any person knowingly and willfully conducting or participating in a meeting in violation of this chapter shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $1,000.00. Alternatively, a civil penalty may be imposed by 
the court in any civil action brought pursuant to this chapter against any person who negligently violates the terms of this chapter in 
an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 for the first violation. A civil penalty or criminal fine not to exceed $2,500.00 per violation may 
be imposed for each additional violation that the violator commits within a 12 month period from the date that the first penalty or fine 
was imposed. It shall be a defense to any criminal action under this Code section that a person has acted in good faith in his or her 
actions.

50-16-39. Public competitive bidding procedure for sale and leases of state owned land.

(b) Any such lease or sale shall be made upon public competitive bidding and the invitation for bids shall be advertised once a week 
for four consecutive weeks in the legal organ and in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the county or countries wherein 
is situated the property to be bid upon and in the legal organ of Fulton County, Georgia.

50-16-43. Leasing of state owned lands for exploration and extraction of mineral resources.

(d) When the commission shall desire to lease state owned lands, or upon receipt of an application by any person  desiring to lease 
any state owned lands, the commission shall make an inspection of the land sought to be leased and such geophysical and geologi-
cal surveys thereof as the commission may deem necessary.  The commission, after receiving a report as to the nature, character, 
surroundings, and mineral resource value of the land, may offer for lease, through public competitive bidding, all or any portion of the 
land described in the application.  The commission shall cause to be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the  legal 
organ and in one or more newspapers of general circulation in the county or counties wherein is situated the land to be bid upon and 
in the legal organ of Fulton County an advertisement of an invitation for bids setting forth therein an accurate legal description of the 
land proposed to be leased; the date, time, and place when and where bids therefor will be received; and such other information as 
the commission may deem necessary.

50-16-160 (c).  Inventory of State’s moveable personal property-availability

(c) The inventory records shall be available for inspection at all times during normal working hours; and copies of the inventory 
records or any part thereof shall be provided to the Governor and the General Assembly, or committees therof, upon request.

50-18-70.  Open Records

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that the strong public policy of this state is in favor of open government; that open gov-
ernment is essential to a free, open, and democratic society; and that public access to public records should be encouraged to foster 
confidence in government and so that the public can evaluate the expenditure of public funds and the efficient and proper function-
ing of its institutions. The General Assembly further finds and declares that there is a strong presumption that public records should 
be made available for public inspection without delay. This article shall be broadly construed to allow the inspection of governmental 
records. The exceptions set forth in this article, together with any other exception located elsewhere in the Code, shall be interpreted 
narrowly to exclude only those portions of records addressed by such exception.

(b) As used in this article, the term:
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   (1) “Agency” shall have the same meaning as in Code Section 50-14-1 and shall additionally include any association, corporation, 
or other similar organization that has a membership or ownership body composed primarily of counties, municipal corporations, or 
school districts of this state, their officers, or any combination thereof and derives more than 33 1/3 percent of its general operating 
budget from payments from such political subdivisions.

   (2) “Public record” means all documents, papers, letters, maps, books, tapes, photographs, computer based or generated informa-
tion, data, data fields, or similar material prepared and maintained or received by an agency or by a private person or entity in the 
performance of a service or function for or on behalf of an agency or when such documents have been transferred to a private person 
or entity by an agency for storage or future governmental use.

50-18-71.  Open Records

   (a) All public records shall be open for personal inspection and copying, except those which by order of a court of this state or by 
law are specifically exempted from disclosure. Records shall be maintained by agencies to the extent and in the manner required by 
Article 5 of this chapter.

(b) (1) (A) Agencies shall produce for inspection all records responsive to a request within a reasonable amount of time not to exceed 
three business days of receipt of a request; provided, however, that nothing in this chapter shall require agencies to produce records 
in response to a request if such records did not exist at the time of the request. In those instances where some, but not all, records 
are available within three business days, an agency shall make available within that period those records that can be located and 
produced. In any instance where records are unavailable within three business days of receipt of the request, and responsive records 
exist, the agency shall, within such time period, provide the requester with a description of such records and a timeline for when the 
records will be available for inspection or copying and provide the responsive records or access thereto as soon as practicable.

      (B) A request made pursuant to this article may be made to the custodian of a public record orally or in writing. An agency may, 
but shall not be obligated to, require that all written requests be made upon the responder’s choice of one of the following: the 
agency’s director, chairperson, or chief executive officer, however denominated; the senior official at any satellite office of an agency; 
a clerk specifically designated by an agency as the custodian of agency records; or a duly designated open records officer of an 
agency; provided, however, that the absence or unavailability of the designated agency officer or employee shall not be permitted to 
delay the agency’s response. At the time of inspection, any person may make photographic copies or other electronic reproductions of 
the records using suitable portable devices brought to the place of inspection. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an 
agency may, in its discretion, provide copies of a record in lieu of providing access to the record when portions of the record contain 
confidential information that must be redacted.

   (2) Any agency that designates one or more open records officers upon whom requests for inspection or copying of records may 
be delivered shall make such designation in writing and shall immediately provide notice to any person upon request, orally or in writ-
ing, of those open records officers. If the agency has elected to designate an open records officer, the agency shall so notify the legal 
organ of the county in which the agency’s principal offices reside and, if the agency has a website, shall also prominently display such 
designation on the agency’s website. In the event an agency requires that requests be made upon the individuals identified in sub-
paragraph (B) of paragraph (1) of this subsection, the three-day period for response to a written request shall not begin to run until the 
request is made in writing upon such individuals. An agency shall permit receipt of written requests by e-mail or facsimile transmission 
in addition to any other methods of transmission approved by the agency, provided such agency uses e-mail or facsimile in the normal 
course of its business.

   (3) The enforcement provisions of Code Sections 50-18-73 and 50-18-74 shall be available only to enforce compliance and punish 
noncompliance when a written request is made consistent with this subsection and shall not be available when such request is made 
orally.

(c) (1) An agency may impose a reasonable charge for the search, retrieval, redaction, and production or copying costs for the pro-
duction of records pursuant to this article. An agency shall utilize the most economical means reasonably calculated to identify and 
produce responsive, nonexcluded documents. Where fees for certified copies or other copies or records are specifically authorized or 
otherwise prescribed by law, such specific fee shall apply when certified copies or other records to which a specific fee may apply are 
sought. In all other instances, the charge for the search, retrieval, or redaction of records shall not exceed the prorated hourly salary 
of the lowest paid full-time employee who, in the reasonable discretion of the custodian of the records, has the necessary skill and 
training to perform the request; provided, however, that no charge shall be made for the first quarter hour.

   (2) In addition to a charge for the search, retrieval, or redaction of records, an agency may charge a fee for the copying of records 
or data, not to exceed 10 cent(s) per page for letter or legal size documents or, in the case of other documents, the actual cost of pro-
ducing the copy. In the case of electronic records, the agency may charge the actual cost of the media on which the records or data 
are produced.

   (3) Whenever any person has requested to inspect or copy a public record and does not pay the cost for search, retrieval, redac-
tion, or copying of such records when such charges have been lawfully estimated and agreed to pursuant to this article, and the agen-
cy has incurred the agreed-upon costs to make the records available, regardless of whether the requester inspects or accepts copies 
of the records, the agency shall be authorized to collect such charges in any manner authorized by law for the collection of taxes, 
fees, or assessments by such agency.
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(d) In any instance in which an agency is required to or has decided to withhold all or part of a requested record, the agency shall 
notify the requester of the specific legal authority exempting the requested record or records from disclosure by Code section, subsec-
tion, and paragraph within a reasonable amount of time not to exceed three business days or in the event the search and retrieval 
of records is delayed pursuant to this paragraph or pursuant to subparagraph (b)(1)(A) of this Code section, then no later than three 
business days after the records have been retrieved. In any instance in which an agency will seek costs in excess of $25.00 for 
responding to a request, the agency shall notify the requester within a reasonable amount of time not to exceed three business days 
and inform the requester of the estimate of the costs, and the agency may defer search and retrieval of the records until the requester 
agrees to pay the estimated costs unless the requester has stated in his or her request a willingness to pay an amount that exceeds 
the search and retrieval costs. In any instance in which the estimated costs for production of the records exceeds $500.00, an agency 
may insist on prepayment of the costs prior to beginning search, retrieval, review, or production of the records. Whenever any person 
who has requested to inspect or copy a public record has not paid the cost for search, retrieval, redaction, or copying of such records 
when such charges have been lawfully incurred, an agency may require prepayment for compliance with all future requests for pro-
duction of records from that person until the costs for the prior production of records have been paid or the dispute regarding payment 
resolved.

(e) Requests by civil litigants for records that are sought as part of or for use in any ongoing civil or administrative litigation against 
an agency shall be made in writing and copied to counsel of record for that agency contemporaneously with their submission to that 
agency. The agency shall provide, at no cost, duplicate sets of all records produced in response to the request to counsel of record 
for that agency unless the counsel of record for that agency elects not to receive the records.

(f) As provided in this subsection, an agency’s use of electronic record-keeping systems must not erode the public’s right of access 
to records under this article. Agencies shall produce electronic copies of or, if the requester prefers, printouts of electronic records or 
data from data base fields that the agency maintains using the computer programs that the agency has in its possession. An agency 
shall not refuse to produce such electronic records, data, or data fields on the grounds that exporting data or redaction of exempted 
information will require inputting range, search, filter, report parameters, or similar commands or instructions into an agency’s com-
puter system so long as such commands or instructions can be executed using existing computer programs that the agency uses in 
the ordinary course of business to access, support, or otherwise manage the records or data. A requester may request that electronic 
records, data, or data fields be produced in the format in which such data or electronic records are kept by the agency, or in a stan-
dard export format such as a flat file electronic American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) format, if the agency’s 
existing computer programs support such an export format. In such instance, the data or electronic records shall be downloaded in 
such format onto suitable electronic media by the agency.

(g) Requests to inspect or copy electronic messages, whether in the form of e-mail, text message, or other format, should contain 
information about the messages that is reasonably calculated to allow the recipient of the request to locate the messages sought, 
including, if known, the name, title, or office of the specific person or persons whose electronic messages are sought and, to the 
extent possible, the specific data bases to be searched for such messages.

(h) In lieu of providing separate printouts or copies of records or data, an agency may provide access to records through a website 
accessible by the public. However, if an agency receives a request for data fields, an agency shall not refuse to provide the respon-
sive data on the grounds that the data is available in whole or in its constituent parts through a website if the requester seeks the 
data in the electronic format in which it is kept. Additionally, if an agency contracts with a private vendor to collect or maintain public 
records, the agency shall ensure that the arrangement does not limit public access to those records and that the vendor does not 
impede public record access and method of delivery as established by the agency or as otherwise provided for in this Code section.

(i) Any computerized index of county real estate deed records shall be printed for purposes of public inspection no less than every 30 
days, and any correction made on such index shall be made a part of the printout and shall reflect the time and date that such index 
was corrected.

(j) No public officer or agency shall be required to prepare new reports, summaries, or compilations not in existence at the time of the 
request.

50-18-71.1.  Trial exhibits excluded.

 (a)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, an exhibit tendered to the court as evidence in a criminal or civil trial shall 
not be open to public inspection without approval of the judge assigned to the case, or if no judge has been assigned, approval of the 
chief judge or, if no judge 
has been designated chief judge, approval of the judge most senior in length of service on the court.
(b)  In the event inspection is not approved by the court, in lieu of inspection of such an exhibit, the custodian of such an exhibit shall, 
upon request, provided one or more of the following representations of the exhibit:
 (1)  A photograph;
 (2)  A photocopy;
 (3)  A facsimile; or
 (4)  Another reproduction.
 (c)  The provisions of subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) of Code Section 50-18-71 shall apply to fees costs, and charges for pro-
viding a photocopy of such an exhibit.  Fees for providing a photograph, facsimile, or other reproduction of such an exhibit shall not 
exceed the cost of materials or supplies and a reasonable charge for time spent producing the photograph, facsimile, or other repro-
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duction, in accordance with subsections (d) and (e) of Code Section 50-18-71.

50-18-71.2  Notice of estimated cost.

Any agency receiving a request for public records shall be required to notify the party making the request of the estimated cost of the 
copying, search, retrieval, and other administrative fees authorized by Code Section 50-18-71 as a condition of compliance with the 
provisions of this article prior to fulfilling the request as a condition for the assessment of any fee; provided, however, that no new fees 
other than those directly attributable to providing access shall be assessed where records are made available by electronic means.

50-18-72.  Open Records

   (a) Public disclosure shall not be required for records that are:

   (1) Specifically required by federal statute or regulation to be kept confidential;

   (2) Medical or veterinary records and similar files, the disclosure of which would be an invasion of personal privacy;

   (3) Except as otherwise provided by law, records compiled for law enforcement or prosecution purposes to the extent that produc-
tion of such records is reasonably likely to disclose the identity of a confidential source, disclose confidential investigative or prosecu-
tion material which would endanger the life or physical safety of any person or persons, or disclose the existence of a confidential 
surveillance or investigation;

   (4) Records of law enforcement, prosecution, or regulatory agencies in any pending investigation or prosecution of criminal or 
unlawful activity, other than initial police arrest reports and initial incident reports; provided, however, that an investigation or prosecu-
tion shall no longer be deemed to be pending when all direct litigation involving such investigation and prosecution has become final 
or otherwise terminated; and provided, further, that this paragraph shall not apply to records in the possession of an agency that is the 
subject of the pending investigation or prosecution;

   (5) Individual Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Reports, except upon the submission of a written statement of need by the 
requesting party to be provided to the custodian of records and to set forth the need for the report pursuant to this Code section; 
provided, however, that any person or entity whose name or identifying information is contained in a Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle 
Accident Report shall be entitled, either personally or through a lawyer or other representative, to receive a copy of such report; and 
provided, further, that Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Reports shall not be available in bulk for inspection or copying by any 
person absent a written statement showing the need for each such report pursuant to the requirements of this Code section. For the 
purposes of this subsection, the term “need” means that the natural person or legal entity who is requesting in person or by represen-
tative to inspect or copy the Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Report:

      (A) Has a personal, professional, or business connection with a party to the accident;

      (B) Owns or leases an interest in property allegedly or actually damaged in the accident;

      (C) Was allegedly or actually injured by the accident;

      (D) Was a witness to the accident;

      (E) Is the actual or alleged insurer of a party to the accident or of property actually or allegedly damaged by the accident;

      (F) Is a prosecutor or a publicly employed law enforcement officer;

      (G) Is alleged to be liable to another party as a result of the accident;

      (H) Is an attorney stating that he or she needs the requested reports as part of a criminal case, or an investigation of a potential 
claim involving contentions that a roadway, railroad crossing, or intersection is unsafe;

      (I) Is gathering information as a representative of a news media organization;

      (J) Is conducting research in the public interest for such purposes as accident prevention, prevention of injuries or damages in 
accidents, determination of fault in an accident or accidents, or other similar purposes; provided, however, that this subparagraph 
shall apply only to accident reports on accidents that occurred more than 30 days prior to the request and which shall have the name, 
street address, telephone number, and driver’s license number redacted; or

      (K) Is a governmental official, entity, or agency, or an authorized agent thereof, requesting reports for the purpose of carrying out 
governmental functions or legitimate governmental duties;

   (6) Jury list data, including, but not limited to, persons’ names, dates of birth, addresses, ages, race, gender, telephone numbers, 
social security numbers, and when it is available, the person’s ethnicity, and other confidential identifying information that is collected 
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and used by the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia for creating, compiling, and maintaining state-wide master jury lists and 
county master jury lists for the purpose of establishing and maintaining county jury source lists pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
12 of Title 15; provided, however, that when ordered by the judge of a court having jurisdiction over a case in which a challenge to the 
array of the grand or trial jury has been filed, the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia or the clerk of the county board of jury 
commissioners of any county shall provide data within the time limit established by the court for the limited purpose of such challenge. 
Neither the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia nor the clerk of a county board of jury commissioners shall be liable for any 
use or misuse of such data;

   (7) Records consisting of confidential evaluations submitted to, or examinations prepared by, a governmental agency and prepared 
in connection with the appointment or hiring of a public officer or employee;

   (8) Records consisting of material obtained in investigations related to the suspension, firing, or investigation of complaints against 
public officers or employees until ten days after the same has been presented to the agency or an officer for action or the investiga-
tion is otherwise concluded or terminated, provided that this paragraph shall not be interpreted to make such investigatory records 
privileged;

   (9) Real estate appraisals, engineering or feasibility estimates, or other records made for or by the state or a local agency relative to 
the acquisition of real property until such time as the property has been acquired or the proposed transaction has been terminated or 
abandoned;

   (10) Pending, rejected, or deferred sealed bids or sealed proposals and detailed cost estimates related thereto until such time as 
the final award of the contract is made, the project is terminated or abandoned, or the agency in possession of the records takes a 
public vote regarding the sealed bid or sealed proposal, whichever comes first;

   (11) Records which identify persons applying for or under consideration for employment or appointment as executive head of an 
agency or of a unit of the University System of Georgia; provided, however, that at least 14 calendar days prior to the meeting at 
which final action or vote is to be taken on the position of executive head of an agency or five business days prior to the meeting at 
which final action or vote is to be taken on the position of president of a unit of the University System of Georgia, all documents con-
cerning as many as three persons under consideration whom the agency has determined to be the best qualified for the position shall 
be subject to inspection and copying. Prior to the release of these documents, an agency may allow such a person to decline being 
considered further for the position rather than have documents pertaining to such person released. In that event, the agency shall 
release the documents of the next most qualified person under consideration who does not decline the position. If an agency has con-
ducted its hiring or appointment process without conducting interviews or discussing or deliberating in executive session in a manner 
otherwise consistent with Chapter 14 of this title, it shall not be required to delay final action on the position. The agency shall not be 
required to release such records of other applicants or persons under consideration, except at the request of any such person. Upon 
request, the hiring agency shall furnish the number of applicants and the composition of the list by such factors as race and sex. The 
agency shall not be allowed to avoid the provisions of this paragraph by the employment of a private person or agency to assist with 
the search or application process;

   (12) Related to the provision of staff services to individual members of the General Assembly by the Legislative and Congressional 
Reapportionment Office, the Senate Research Office, or the House Budget and Research Office, provided that this exception shall not 
have any application to records related to the provision of staff services to any committee or subcommittee or to any records which 
are or have been previously publicly disclosed by or pursuant to the direction of an individual member of the General Assembly;

   (13) Records that are of historical research value which are given or sold to public archival institutions, public libraries, or libraries of 
a unit of the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia when the owner or donor of such records wishes to place restric-
tions on access to the records. No restriction on access, however, may extend more than 75 years from the date of donation or sale. 
This exemption shall not apply to any records prepared in the course of the operation of state or local governments of the State of 
Georgia;

   (14) Records that contain information from the Department of Natural Resources inventory and register relating to the location and 
character of a historic property or of historic properties as those terms are defined in Code Sections 12-3-50.1 and 12-3-50.2 if the 
Department of Natural Resources through its Division of Historic Preservation determines that disclosure will create a substantial risk 
of harm, theft, or destruction to the property or properties or the area or place where the property or properties are located;

   (15) Records of farm water use by individual farms as determined by water-measuring devices installed pursuant to Code Section 
12-5-31 or 12-5-105; provided, however, that compilations of such records for the 52 large watershed basins as identified by the 
eight-digit United States Geologic Survey hydrologic code or an aquifer that do not reveal farm water use by individual farms shall be 
subject to disclosure under this article;

   (16) Agricultural or food system records, data, or information that are considered by the Department of Agriculture to be a part of 
the critical infrastructure, provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the release of such records, data, or information to 
another state or federal agency if the release of such records, data, or information is necessary to prevent or control disease or to 
protect public health, safety, or welfare. As used in this paragraph, the term “critical infrastructure” shall have the same meaning as in 
42 U.S.C. Section 5195c(e). Such records, data, or information shall be subject to disclosure only upon the order of a court of compe-
tent jurisdiction;

Page 185



   (17) Records, data, or information collected, recorded, or otherwise obtained that is deemed confidential by the Department of 
Agriculture for the purposes of the national animal identification system, provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the 
release of such records, data, or information to another state or federal agency if the release of such records, data, or information is 
necessary to prevent or control disease or to protect public health, safety, or welfare. As used in this paragraph, the term “national 
animal identification program” means a national program intended to identify animals and track them as they come into contact with 
or commingle with animals other than herdmates from their premises of origin. Such records, data, or information shall be subject to 
disclosure only upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction;

   (18) Records that contain site-specific information regarding the occurrence of rare species of plants or animals or the location of 
sensitive natural habitats on public or private property if the Department of Natural Resources determines that disclosure will create a 
substantial risk of harm, theft, or destruction to the species or habitats or the area or place where the species or habitats are located; 
provided, however, that the owner or owners of private property upon which rare species of plants or animals occur or upon which 
sensitive natural habitats are located shall be entitled to such information pursuant to this article;

   (19) Records that reveal the names, home addresses, telephone numbers, security codes, e-mail addresses, or any other data or 
information developed, collected, or received by counties or municipalities in connection with neighborhood watch or public safety 
notification programs or with the installation, servicing, maintaining, operating, selling, or leasing of burglar alarm systems, fire alarm 
systems, or other electronic security systems; provided, however, that initial police reports and initial incident reports shall remain sub-
ject to disclosure pursuant to paragraph (4) of this subsection;

   (20) (A) Records that reveal an individual’s social security number, mother’s birth name, credit card information, debit card informa-
tion, bank account information, account number, utility account number, password used to access his or her account, financial data or 
information, insurance or medical information in all records, unlisted telephone number if so designated in a public record, personal 
e-mail address or cellular telephone number, day and month of birth, and information regarding public utility, television, Internet, or 
telephone accounts held by private customers, provided that nonitemized bills showing amounts owed and amounts paid shall be 
available. Items exempted by this subparagraph shall be redacted prior to disclosure of any record requested pursuant to this article; 
provided, however, that such information shall not be redacted from such records if the person or entity requesting such records 
requests such information in a writing signed under oath by such person or a person legally authorized to represent such entity which 
states that such person or entity is gathering information as a representative of a news media organization for use in connection with 
news gathering and reporting; and provided, further, that such access shall be limited to social security numbers and day and month 
of birth; and provided, further, that the news media organization exception in this subparagraph shall not apply to paragraph (21) of 
this subsection.

      (B) This paragraph shall have no application to:

         (i) The disclosure of information contained in the records or papers of any court or derived therefrom including without limitation 
records maintained pursuant to Article 9 of Title 11;

         (ii) The disclosure of information to a court, prosecutor, or publicly employed law enforcement officer, or authorized agent there-
of, seeking records in an official capacity;

         (iii) The disclosure of information to a public employee of this state, its political subdivisions, or the United States who is obtain-
ing such information for administrative purposes, in which case, subject to applicable laws of the United States, further access to such 
information shall continue to be subject to the provisions of this paragraph;

         (iv) The disclosure of information as authorized by the order of a court of competent jurisdiction upon good cause shown to 
have access to any or all of such information upon such conditions as may be set forth in such order;

         (v) The disclosure of information to the individual in respect of whom such information is maintained, with the authorization 
thereof, or to an authorized agent thereof; provided, however, that the agency maintaining such information shall require proper identi-
fication of such individual or such individual’s agent, or proof of authorization, as determined by such agency;

         (vi) The disclosure of the day and month of birth and mother’s birth name of a deceased individual;

         (vii) The disclosure by an agency of credit or payment information in connection with a request by a consumer reporting agency 
as that term is defined under the federal Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C. Section 1681, et seq.);

         (viii) The disclosure by an agency of information in its records in connection with the agency’s discharging or fulfilling of its 
duties and responsibilities, including, but not limited to, the collection of debts owed to the agency or individuals or entities whom the 
agency assists in the collection of debts owed to the individual or entity;

         (ix) The disclosure of information necessary to comply with legal or regulatory requirements or for legitimate law enforcement 
purposes; or

         (x) The disclosure of the date of birth within criminal records.
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      (C) Records and information disseminated pursuant to this paragraph may be used only by the authorized recipient and only for 
the authorized purpose. Any person who obtains records or information pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph and knowingly 
and willfully discloses, distributes, or sells such records or information to an unauthorized recipient or for an unauthorized purpose 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and upon conviction thereof shall be punished as provided in Code 
Section 17-10-4. Any person injured thereby shall have a cause of action for invasion of privacy.

      (D) In the event that the custodian of public records protected by this paragraph has good faith reason to believe that a pending 
request for such records has been made fraudulently, under false pretenses, or by means of false swearing, such custodian shall 
apply to the superior court of the county in which such records are maintained for a protective order limiting or prohibiting access to 
such records.

      (E) This paragraph shall supplement and shall not supplant, overrule, replace, or otherwise modify or supersede any provision 
of statute, regulation, or law of the federal government or of this state as now or hereafter amended or enacted requiring, restricting, 
or prohibiting access to the information identified in subparagraph (A) of this paragraph and shall constitute only a regulation of the 
methods of such access where not otherwise provided for, restricted, or prohibited;

   (21) Records concerning public employees that reveal the public employee’s home address, home telephone number, day and 
month of birth, social security number, insurance or medical information, mother’s birth name, credit card information, debit card 
information, bank account information, account number, utility account number, password used to access his or her account, financial 
data or information other than compensation by a government agency, unlisted telephone number if so designated in a public record, 
and the identity of the public employee’s immediate family members or dependents. This paragraph shall not apply to public records 
that do not specifically identify public employees or their jobs, titles, or offices. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “public 
employee” means any officer, employee, or former employee of:

      (A) The State of Georgia or its agencies, departments, or commissions;

      (B) Any county or municipality or its agencies, departments, or commissions;

      (C) Other political subdivisions of this state;

      (D) Teachers in public and charter schools and nonpublic schools; or

      (E) Early care and education programs administered through the Department of Early Care and Learning;

   (22) Records of the Department of Early Care and Learning that contain the:

      (A) Names of children and day and month of each child’s birth;

      (B) Names, addresses, telephone numbers, or e-mail addresses of parents, immediate family members, and emergency contact 
persons; or

      (C) Names or other identifying information of individuals who report violations to the department;

   (23) Public records containing information that would disclose or might lead to the disclosure of any component in the process used 
to execute or adopt an electronic signature, if such disclosure would or might cause the electronic signature to cease being under the 
sole control of the person using it. For purposes of this paragraph, the term “electronic signature” has the same meaning as that term 
is defined in Code Section 10-12-2;

   (24) Records acquired by an agency for the purpose of establishing or implementing, or assisting in the establishment or implemen-
tation of, a carpooling or ridesharing program, including, but not limited to, the formation of carpools, vanpools, or buspools, the provi-
sion of transit routes, rideshare research, and the development of other demand management strategies such as variable working 
hours and telecommuting;

   (25) (A) Records the disclosure of which would compromise security against sabotage or criminal or terrorist acts and the nondisclo-
sure of which is necessary for the protection of life, safety, or public property, which shall be limited to the following:

         (i) Security plans and vulnerability assessments for any public utility, technology infrastructure, building, facility, function, or 
activity in effect at the time of the request for disclosure or pertaining to a plan or assessment in effect at such time;

         (ii) Any plan for protection against terrorist or other attacks that depends for its effectiveness in whole or in part upon a lack of 
general public knowledge of its details;

         (iii) Any document relating to the existence, nature, location, or function of security devices designed to protect against terrorist 
or other attacks that depend for their effectiveness in whole or in part upon a lack of general public knowledge;

         (iv) Any plan, blueprint, or other material which if made public could compromise security against sabotage, criminal, or terroris-
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tic acts; and

         (v) Records of any government sponsored programs concerning training relative to governmental security measures which 
would identify persons being trained or instructors or would reveal information described in divisions (i) through (iv) of this subpara-
graph.

      (B) In the event of litigation challenging nondisclosure pursuant to this paragraph by an agency of a document covered by this 
paragraph, the court may review the documents in question in camera and may condition, in writing, any disclosure upon such mea-
sures as the court may find to be necessary to protect against endangerment of life, safety, or public property.

      (C) As used in division (i) of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the term “activity” means deployment or surveillance strate-
gies, actions mandated by changes in the federal threat level, motorcades, contingency plans, proposed or alternative motorcade 
routes, executive and dignitary protection, planned responses to criminal or terrorist actions, after-action reports still in use, proposed 
or actual plans and responses to bioterrorism, and proposed or actual plans and responses to requesting and receiving the National 
Pharmacy Stockpile;

   (26) Unless the request is made by the accused in a criminal case or by his or her attorney, public records of an emergency 9-1-1 
system, as defined in paragraph (3) of Code Section 46-5-122, containing information which would reveal the name, address, or tele-
phone number of a person placing a call to a public safety answering point. Such information may be redacted from such records if 
necessary to prevent the disclosure of the identity of a confidential source, to prevent disclosure of material which would endanger the 
life or physical safety of any person or persons, or to prevent the disclosure of the existence of a confidential surveillance or investiga-
tion;

   (27) Records of athletic or recreational programs, available through the state or a political subdivision of the state, that include infor-
mation identifying a child or children 12 years of age or under by name, address, telephone number, or emergency contact, unless 
such identifying information has been redacted;

   (28) Records of the State Road and Tollway Authority which would reveal the financial accounts or travel history of any individual 
who is a motorist upon any toll project;

   (29) Records maintained by public postsecondary educational institutions in this state and associated foundations of such institu-
tions that contain personal information concerning donors or potential donors to such institutions or foundations; provided, however, 
that the name of any donor and the amount of donation made by such donor shall be subject to disclosure if such donor or any entity 
in which such donor has a substantial interest transacts business with the public postsecondary educational institution to which the 
donation is made within three years of the date of such donation. As used in this paragraph, the term “transact business” means to 
sell or lease any personal property, real property, or services on behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as an agent, broker, 
dealer, or representative in an amount in excess of $10,000.00 in the aggregate in a calendar year; and the term “substantial interest” 
means the direct or indirect ownership of more than 25 percent of the assets or stock of an entity;

   (30) Records of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority or of any other transit system that is connected to that system’s 
TransCard, SmartCard, or successor or similar system which would reveal the financial records or travel history of any individual 
who is a purchaser of a TransCard, SmartCard, or successor or similar fare medium. Such financial records shall include, but not be 
limited to, social security number, home address, home telephone number, e-mail address, credit or debit card information, and bank 
account information but shall not include the user’s name;

   (31) Building mapping information produced and maintained pursuant to Article 10 of Chapter 3 of Title 38;

   (32) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (4) of this subsection, any physical evidence or investigatory materials that are 
evidence of an alleged violation of Part 2 of Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 16 and are in the possession, custody, or control of law 
enforcement, prosecution, or regulatory agencies;

   (33) Records that are expressly exempt from public inspection pursuant to Code Sections 47-1-14 and 47-7-127;

   (34) Any trade secrets obtained from a person or business entity that are required by law, regulation, bid, or request for proposal 
to be submitted to an agency. An entity submitting records containing trade secrets that wishes to keep such records confidential 
under this paragraph shall submit and attach to the records an affidavit affirmatively declaring that specific information in the records 
constitute trade secrets pursuant to Article 27 of Chapter 1 of Title 10. If such entity attaches such an affidavit, before producing such 
records in response to a request under this article, the agency shall notify the entity of its intention to produce such records as set 
forth in this paragraph. If the agency makes a determination that the specifically identified information does not in fact constitute a 
trade secret, it shall notify the entity submitting the affidavit of its intent to disclose the information within ten days unless prohibited 
from doing so by an appropriate court order. In the event the entity wishes to prevent disclosure of the requested records, the entity 
may file an action in superior court to obtain an order that the requested records are trade secrets exempt from disclosure. The entity 
filing such action shall serve the requestor with a copy of its court filing. If the agency makes a determination that the specifically iden-
tified information does constitute a trade secret, the agency shall withhold the records, and the requester may file an action in superior 
court to obtain an order that the requested records are not trade secrets and are subject to disclosure;
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   (35) Data, records, or information of a proprietary nature, produced or collected by or for faculty or staff of state institutions of higher 
learning, or other governmental agencies, in the conduct of, or as a result of, study or research on commercial, scientific, technical, 
or scholarly issues, whether sponsored by the institution alone or in conjunction with a governmental body or private concern, where 
such data, records, or information has not been publicly released, published, copyrighted, or patented;

   (36) Any data, records, or information developed, collected, or received by or on behalf of faculty, staff, employees, or students of 
an institution of higher education or any public or private entity supporting or participating in the activities of an institution of higher 
education in the conduct of, or as a result of, study or research on medical, scientific, technical, scholarly, or artistic issues, whether 
sponsored by the institution alone or in conjunction with a governmental body or private entity, until such information is published, 
patented, otherwise publicly disseminated, or released to an agency whereupon the request must be made to the agency. This para-
graph shall apply to, but shall not be limited to, information provided by participants in research, research notes and data, discoveries, 
research projects, methodologies, protocols, and creative works;

   (37) Any record that would not be subject to disclosure, or the disclosure of which would jeopardize the receipt of federal funds, 
under 20 U.S.C. Section 1232g or its implementing regulations;

   (38) Unless otherwise provided by law, records consisting of questions, scoring keys, and other materials constituting a test that 
derives value from being unknown to the test taker prior to administration which is to be administered by an agency, including, but 
not limited to, any public school, any unit of the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, any public technical school, 
the State Board of Education, the Office of Student Achievement, the Professional Standards Commission, or a local school system, 
if reasonable measures are taken by the owner of the test to protect security and confidentiality; provided, however, that the State 
Board of Education may establish procedures whereby a person may view, but not copy, such records if viewing will not, in the judg-
ment of the board, affect the result of administration of such test. These limitations shall not be interpreted by any court of law to 
include or otherwise exempt from inspection the records of any athletic association or other nonprofit entity promoting intercollegiate 
athletics;

   (39) Records disclosing the identity or personally identifiable information of any person participating in research on commercial, 
scientific, technical, medical, scholarly, or artistic issues conducted by the Department of Community Health, the Department of Public 
Health, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities, or a state institution of higher education whether spon-
sored by the institution alone or in conjunction with a governmental body or private entity;

   (40) Any permanent records maintained by a judge of the probate court pursuant to Code Section 16-11-129, relating to weapons 
carry licenses, or pursuant to any other requirement for maintaining records relative to the possession of firearms, except to the extent 
that such records relating to licensing and possession of firearms are sought by law enforcement agencies as provided by law;

   (41) Records containing communications subject to the attorney-client privilege recognized by state law; provided, however, that this 
paragraph shall not apply to the factual findings, but shall apply to the legal conclusions, of an attorney conducting an investigation 
on behalf of an agency so long as such investigation does not pertain to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, adminis-
trative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought by or against the agency or any officer or employee; and pro-
vided, further, that such investigations conducted by hospital authorities to ensure compliance with federal or state law, regulations, 
or reimbursement policies shall be exempt from disclosure if such investigations are otherwise subject to the attorney-client privilege. 
Attorney-client communications, however, may be obtained in a proceeding under Code Section 50-18-73 to prove justification or 
lack thereof in refusing disclosure of documents under this Code section provided the judge of the court in which such proceeding is 
pending shall first determine by an in camera examination that such disclosure would be relevant on that issue. In addition, when an 
agency withholds information subject to this paragraph, any party authorized to bring a proceeding under Code Section 50-18-73 may 
request that the judge of the court in which such proceeding is pending determine by an in camera examination whether such infor-
mation was properly withheld;

   (42) Confidential attorney work product; provided, however, that this paragraph shall not apply to the factual findings, but shall apply 
to the legal conclusions, of an attorney conducting an investigation on behalf of an agency so long as such investigation does not per-
tain to pending or potential litigation, settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be brought 
by or against the agency or any officer or employee; and provided, further, that such investigations conducted by hospital authorities 
to ensure compliance with federal or state law, regulations, or reimbursement policies shall be exempt from disclosure if such inves-
tigations are otherwise subject to confidentiality as attorney work product. In addition, when an agency withholds information subject 
to this paragraph, any party authorized to bring a proceeding under Code Section 50-18-73 may request that the judge of the court in 
which such proceeding is pending determine by an in camera examination whether such information was properly withheld;

   (43) Records containing tax matters or tax information that is confidential under state or federal law;

   (44) Records consisting of any computer program or computer software used or maintained in the course of operation of a public 
office or agency; provided, however, that data generated, kept, or received by an agency shall be subject to inspection and copying 
as provided in this article;

   (45) Records pertaining to the rating plans, rating systems, underwriting rules, surveys, inspections, statistical plans, or similar pro-
prietary information used to provide or administer liability insurance or self-insurance coverage to any agency;
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   (46) Documents maintained by the Department of Economic Development pertaining to an economic development project until the 
economic development project is secured by binding commitment, provided that any such documents shall be disclosed upon proper 
request after a binding commitment has been secured or the project has been terminated. No later than five business days after the 
Department of Economic Development secures a binding commitment and the department has committed the use of state funds from 
the OneGeorgia Authority or funds from Regional Economic Business Assistance for the project pursuant to Code Section 50-8-8, or 
other provisions of law, the Department of Economic Development shall give notice that a binding commitment has been reached by 
posting on its website notice of the project in conjunction with a copy of the Department of Economic Development’s records docu-
menting the bidding commitment made in connection with the project and the negotiation relating thereto and by publishing notice of 
the project and participating parties in the legal organ of each county in which the economic development project is to be located. As 
used in this paragraph, the term “economic development project” means a plan or proposal to locate a business, or to expand a busi-
ness, that would involve an expenditure of more than $25 million by the business or the hiring of more than 50 employees by the busi-
ness;

   (47) Records related to a training program operated under the authority of Article 3 of Chapter 4 of Title 20 disclosing an economic 
development project prior to a binding commitment having been secured, relating to job applicants, or identifying proprietary hiring 
practices, training, skills, or other business methods and practices of a private entity. As used in this paragraph, the term “economic 
development project” means a plan or proposal to locate a business, or to expand a business, that would involve an expenditure of 
more than $25 million by the business or the hiring of more than 50 employees by the business; or

   (48) Records that are expressly exempt from public inspection pursuant to Code Section 47-20-87.

(b) This Code section shall be interpreted narrowly so as to exclude from disclosure only that portion of a public record to which an 
exclusion is directly applicable. It shall be the duty of the agency having custody of a record to provide all other portions of a record 
for public inspection or copying.

(c) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, an exhibit tendered to the court as evidence in a criminal or civil trial shall 
not be open to public inspection without approval of the judge assigned to the case.

   (2) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section, in the event inspection is not approved by the court, in lieu of inspec-
tion of such an exhibit, the custodian of such an exhibit shall, upon request, provide one or more of the following:

      (A) A photograph;

      (B) A photocopy;

      (C) A facsimile; or

      (D) Another reproduction.

   (3) The provisions of this article regarding fees for production of a record, including, but not limited to, subsections (c) and (d) of 
Code Section 50-18-71, shall apply to exhibits produced according to this subsection.

(d) Any physical evidence that is used as an exhibit in a criminal or civil trial to show or support an alleged violation of Part 2 of Article 
3 of Chapter 12 of Title 16 shall not be open to public inspection except by court order. If the judge approves inspection of such physi-
cal evidence, the judge shall designate, in writing, the facility owned or operated by an agency of the state or local government where 
such physical evidence may be inspected. If the judge permits inspection, such property or material shall not be photographed, cop-
ied, or reproduced by any means. Any person who violates the provisions of this subsection shall be guilty of a felony and, upon con-
viction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than 20 years, a fine of not more than $100,000.00, 
or both.

50-18-73. Open Records 

   (a) The superior courts of this state shall have jurisdiction in law and in equity to entertain actions against persons or agencies hav-
ing custody of records open to the public under this article to enforce compliance with the provisions of this article. Such actions may 
be brought by any person, firm, corporation, or other entity. In addition, the Attorney General shall have authority to bring such actions 
in his or her discretion as may be appropriate to enforce compliance with this article and to seek either civil or criminal penalties or 
both.

(b) In any action brought to enforce the provisions of this chapter in which the court determines that either party acted without sub-
stantial justification either in not complying with this chapter or in instituting the litigation, the court shall, unless it finds that special 
circumstances exist, assess in favor of the complaining party reasonable attorney’s fees and other litigation costs reasonably incurred. 
Whether the position of the complaining party was substantially justified shall be determined on the basis of the record as a whole 
which is made in the proceeding for which fees and other expenses are sought.

(c) Any agency or person who provides access to information in good faith reliance on the requirements of this chapter shall not be 
liable in any action on account of such decision. 
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50-18-74.  Open Records

   (a) Any person or entity knowingly and willfully violating the provisions of this article by failing or refusing to provide access to 
records not subject to exemption from this article, by knowingly and willingly failing or refusing to provide access to such records 
within the time limits set forth in this article, or by knowingly and willingly frustrating or attempting to frustrate the access to records by 
intentionally making records difficult to obtain or review shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by a 
fine not to exceed $1,000.00 for the first violation. Alternatively, a civil penalty may be imposed by the court in any civil action brought 
pursuant to this article against any person who negligently violates the terms of this article in an amount not to exceed $1,000.00 for 
the first violation. A civil penalty or criminal fine not to exceed $2,500.00 per violation may be imposed for each additional violation 
that the violator commits within a 12 month period from the date the first penalty or fine was imposed. It shall be a defense to any 
criminal action under this Code section that a person has acted in good faith in his or her actions. In addition, persons or entities that 
destroy records for the purpose of preventing their disclosure under this article may be subject to prosecution under Code Section 
45-11-1.

(b) A prosecution under this Code section may only be commenced by issuance of a citation in the same manner as an arrest warrant 
for a peace officer pursuant to Code Section 17-4-40; such citation shall be personally served upon the accused. The defendant shall 
not be arrested prior to the time of trial, except that a defendant who fails to appear for arraignment or trial may thereafter be arrested 
pursuant to a bench warrant and required to post a bond for his or her future appearance.

50-18-75. Open Records 

   Communications between the Office of Legislative Counsel and the following persons shall be privileged and confidential: members 
of the General Assembly, the Lieutenant Governor, and persons acting on behalf of such public officers; and such communications, 
and records and work product relating to such communications, shall not be subject to inspection or disclosure under this article or 
any other law or under judicial process; provided, however, that this privilege shall not apply where it is waived by the affected public 
officer or officers. The privilege established under this Code section is in addition to any other constitutional, statutory, or common law 
privilege.

50-18-76.  Open Records

   No form, document, or other written matter which is required by law or rule or regulation to be filed as a vital record under the provi-
sions of Chapter 10 of Title 31, which contains information which is exempt from disclosure under Code Section 31-10-25, and which 
is temporarily kept or maintained in any file or with any other documents in the office of the judge or clerk of any court prior to filing 
with the Department of Public Health shall be open to inspection by the general public, even though the other papers or documents in 
such file may be open to inspection.

50-18-77.  Open Records 

   The procedures and fees provided for in this article shall not apply to public records, including records that are exempt from disclo-
sure pursuant to Code Section 50-18-72, which are requested in writing by a state or federal grand jury, taxing authority, law enforce-
ment agency, or prosecuting attorney in conjunction with an ongoing administrative, criminal, or tax investigation. The lawful custodian 
shall provide copies of such records to the requesting agency unless such records are privileged or disclosure to such agencies is 
specifically restricted by law.

50-18-98.  Title to records; access to records of constitutional officers 

(a) Title to any record transferred to the Georgia State Archives as authorized by this article shall be vested in the division. The divi-
sion shall not destroy any record transferred to it by an agency without consulting with the proper official of the transferring agency 
prior to submitting a retention schedule requesting such destruction to the State Records Committee. Access to records of constitu-
tional officers shall be at the discretion of the constitutional officer who created, received, or maintained the records, but no limitation 
on access to such records shall extend more than 25 years after creation of the records.

(b) Title to any record transferred to the records center shall remain in the agency transferring such record to the records center.

50-18-99. Records management programs for local governments.

(d) Prior to July 1, 1983, each office or officer shall recommend to the governing body a retention schedule. This schedule shall 
include an inventory of the type of records maintained and the length of time each type of record shall be maintained in the office or 
in a record-holding area. These retention periods shall be based on hte legal, fiscal, administratrative, and historical needs for the 
record. Schedules previously approved by the State Records Committee will remain in effect until changed by the governing body.

(e) Prior to January 1, 1984, each governing body shall approve by resolution or ordinance a records mangagement plan which shall 
include but not be limited to:
 (1) The name of the person or title of the officer who will coordinate and perform the responsibilites of the governing body under 
this article;
 (2) Each retention schedule approved by the governing body; and
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 (3) Provisions for maintenance and security of the records.

(f) The Secretary of State, through the division, shall coordinate all records management matters for purposes of this Code section. 
The division shall provide local governments with a list of common types of records maintained together with recommended retention 
periods and shall provide training and assistance as required. The division shall advise local governaments of records of historical 
value which may be depositted in the state archives. ALl other records shall be maitained by the local government.

(g) Except as otherwise provided by law, ordinance, or policy adopted by the office or officer responsible for maintaining the records, 
all records shal be open to the public or the state or any agency thereof.

50-18-102. Records as public property; disposing of records other than by approved retention scheduled as misdemeanor; person act-
ing under article not liable

(a) All records created or received in the performance of duty and paid for by public funds are deemed to be public property and shall 
constitute a record of public acts.

(b) The destruction of records shall occur only through the operation of an approved retention schedule. The records shall not be 
placed in the custody of private individuals or institutions or semiprivate organizations unless authorized by retention schedules.

(c) The alienation, alteration, theft, or destruction of records by any person o rpersons in a manner not authorized by an applicable 
retention schedule is a misdemeanor.

(d) No person acting in compliance with this article shall be held personally liable.

50-18-103. Construction of laws and rules

Whenever laws or rules and regulations prescribe where a record series must be kept, the custodian of the recores shall be sonsid-
ered in compliance with the laws and rules and regulations if he transfers the records to a local holding area, a records center, or the 
Georgia State Archives when he does so in accordance with an approved retention schedule.

50-22-3.  Public notice of government contracts requiring professional services.

Public notice shall be required for each proposed project which requires professional services.  Such public notices shall be given at 
least 15 days prior to the selection of the three or more most highly qualified persons by the principal representative or the principal 
representative’s designee pursuant to the subsection (b) of Code Section 50-22-4.  Such public notice shall be given by publication 
at least once in the Georgia Procurement Registry established under subsection (b) of Code Section 50-5-69 and in addition may be 
given by publication in one or more daily newspapers of general circulation in this state.

50-22-7(d).  Public notice of government contracts requiring professional services not required.

(d)  Notwithstanding any other provisions of the this chapter, there shall be no public notice requirement or utilization of the selection 
process as provided for in this chapter for services required for the predesign phase of any state agency construction project unless 
the state agency estimates the predesign phase alone to have costs for professional services in excess of $75,000.00  No award of a 
contract to provide predesign services under this exemption shall be interpreted to preclude the lawful necessity to give public notice 
and use the selection process for design of projects meeting the criteria of paragraph (5) of Code Section 50-22-2.  Costs for prede-
sign services, whether or not those services are exempt under this subsection, shall be added to any other costs of an activity for pur-
poses of determining whether the activity is a project.

50-23-3.  Public notice of government contracts requiring professional services.

Public notice shall be required for each proposed project which requires professional services.  Such public notice shall be given at 
least 15 days prior to the selection of the three or more most highly qualified persons by the principal representative or the principal 
representative’s designee pursuant to subsection 9b) of Code Section 50-22-4.  Such public notice shall be given by publication at 
least once in the Georgia Procurement Registry established under subsection 9b) of Code Section 50-5-69 and in addition may be 
given by publication in one or more daily newspapers of general circulation in this state, shall contain a general description of the pro-
posed project, and shall indicate what selection method shall be used and the procedure by which interested persons may apply for 
consideration for the contract.

50-25-6.  Georgia Register Publication.

 (a)  As used in this Code section, the term:
    (1)  “Agency means:
      (A)  The Governor in the exercise of all executive powers;
                     (B)  Each other state officer, department, departmental unit, board, bureau, or commission expressly authorized  by law 
to make rules and regulations; and
      (C)  The General Assembly
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   (2)  “Meeting” means an open and public meeting of an agency to which Chapter 14 of this title applies but shall not include a 
special meeting called on less than 24 hours’ notice.
    (3)  “Period” means the time since the closing date of the previous issue of the Georgia Register.
 (b)  The authority shall publish or cause to be published through printed and electronic media and sell a publication entitled the 
Georgia Register which shall include information made available by the agencies through electronic media related entitled to:
   (1)  Notice of adoption of all rules filed during the period;
   (2)  A summary of each rule proposed during the period and a statement of the manner in which a copy of the complete text of 
the rule may be obtained;
   (3)  The complete text of all rules adopted during the period;
   (4)  All agency meeting notices showing the time, place, and date of the meeting, and the text of rules proposed for consider-
ation or a reference where the text of the proposed rules is published, including a statement of the manner in which a copy of the 
agenda may be obtained;
   (5)  All executive orders or proclamations issued by the Governor;
   (6)  A summary of all sate contracts or request for proposals of an amount more than $100,000.00 and a statement of the man-
ner in which a coy of the complete contract or request for proposal may be obtained;
   (7)  All official and unofficial Attorney General opinions and a summary of each opinion;
   (8)  The full text of agency emergency rules;
   (9)  Notice of land acquisitions or transfers with a value of more than $50,000.00, including a statement of the manner in which 
more detailed information may be obtained;  
   (10)  For each session of the General Assembly:
          (A)  An abstract of each bill that is introduced;
           (B)  A synopsis of each bill that is enacted; and
           (C)  The status of each bill;
                   (11)  The hearing calendar of the Supreme Court;
                   (12)  The hearing calendar of the Court of Appeals;
                   (13)  A table of contents; and 
                   (14)  An index.
 (c)  No state appropriated funds shall be used for any purpose stated in this Code section.

50-25-6(b).  Georgia Register publication.

(b)  The authority shall electronically publish or cause to be published a publication entitled the Georgia Register which shall include 
information made available by the agencies through electronic media related to:
    (1)  Notice of adoption of all rules filed during the period;
   (2)  A summary of each rule proposed during the period and a statement of the manner in which a copy of the complete text of 
the rule may be obtained;
   (3)  The complete text of all rules adopted during the period;
   (4)  All agency meeting notices showing the time, place, and date of the meeting, and the text of rules proposed for consider-
ation or a reference where the text of the proposed rules is published, including a statement of the manner in which a copy of the 
agenda may be obtained;
   (5)  All executive orders or proclamations issued by the Governor;
   (6)  A summary of all sate contracts or request for proposals of an amount more than $100,000.00 and a statement of the man-
ner in which a coy of the complete contract or request for proposal may be obtained;
   (7)  All official and unofficial Attorney General opinions and a summary of each opinion;
   (8)  The full text of agency emergency rules;
   (9)  Notice of land acquisitions or transfers with a value of more than $50,000.00, including a statement of the manner in which 
more detailed information may be obtained;  
   (10)  For each session of the General Assembly:
          (A)  An abstract of each bill that is introduced;
           (B)  A synopsis of each bill that is enacted; and
           (C)  The status of each bill;
        (11)  The hearing calendar of the Supreme Court;
        (12)  The hearing calendar of the Court of Appeals;

50-25-7.3(a)(2).  Notice of request for proposals or bids.

(2)  Adequate public notice of the request for proposals or bids shall be given;

50-25-7.3(c).  Public inspection of bids and proposals.

(c)  Every proposal or bid solicited pursuant to this Code section, together with the name of the vendor, shall be recorded, and all 
such records shall, after award or letting of the contract, be subject to public inspection upon request.  Sealed proposals or bids shall 
be opened in public by the authority, which shall canvass the proposals or bids and award the contract according to the terms of this 
chapter.
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50-25-14.  Legislative information via Internet.

(a)  The authority shall provide for the distribution in electronic format of the legislative information provided to the authority pursuant 
to Code Section 28-3-24.1  Such information may be made available in a dial-up bulletin board format or in such other formats as may 
be determined to be appropriate by the authority.
(b)  Such legislative information shall be provided free of charge to Internet users, public schools, their students and faculty, and to 
public libraries and their patrons.  When PeachNet becomes available to an individual school or library, such school or library may 
have the option of connection to Peach Net and may then receive such legislative information from Georgia Net through PeachNet 
free of charge.  For this purpose, “free of charge” may include the provision of legislative information without charge.  For this pur-
pose, “public Schools” may include all schools operated by this state’s local public school systems, all units of the University System 
of Georgia, and all units of the Department of Technical and Adult Education.  For this purpose, “public libraries” may include all city, 
county, and regional public libraries.”

50-27-54.  Confidentiality of prize winner records.

(a)  Notwithstanding Code Section 50-27-29, which prohibits disclosure by the corporation of the contents of prize winner records or 
information, and notwithstanding any other confidentiality statute, the corporation may provide to a claimant agency all information 
necessary to accomplish and effectuate the intent of this article.
 
(b)  The information obtained by a claimant agency from the corporation in accordance with this article shall retain its confidentiality 
and shall only be used by a claimant agency in the pursuit of its debt collection duties and practices.  Any employee or prior employee 
of any claimant agency who unlawfully discloses any such information for any other purpose, except as otherwise specifically autho-
rized by law, shall be subject to the same penalties specified by law for unauthorized disclosure of confidential information by an 
agent or employee of the corporation.

50-31-4(b)(d)  State employee suggestions.

(b)  If a state employee who submits a suggestion or nomination requests confidentiality regarding such employee’s name, the 
Secretary of State and the Awards Committee shall not reveal such employee’s name without the consent of such employee.  For the 
purposes of complying with requests for public inspection and copying, suggestions or nominations from any state employee who has 
requested confidentiality regarding such employee’s name shall be marked in such a manner that the employee’s name and address 
are not legible.

(d)  All suggestions and nominations shall be subject to requests for public inspection or copying pursuant to the provisions of Article 
4 of Chapter 18 of this title. 

50-32-4.  Georgia Regional Transportation authority meetings.

(f)  meetings of the board of directors, regular or special, shall be held at the time and place fixed by or under the bylaws, with no less 
than five days public notice for regular meetings as prescribed in the bylaws, and such notice as the bylaws may prescribe for special 
meetings.

(g)  All meetings of the board of directors shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 14 of this title.
 

51-5-1. Libel defined; publication prerequisite to recovery.

(a)  A libel is a false and malicious defamation of another, expressed in print, writing, pictures, or signs, tending to injure the reputa-
tion of the person and exposing him to public hatred, contempt, or ridicule.
 
(b)  The publication of the libelous matter is essential to recovery.

51-5-2.  Newspaper libel defined; publication prerequisite to recovery.

(a)  Any false and malicious defamation of another in any newspaper, magazine, or periodical, tending to injure the reputation of the 
person and expose him to public hatred, contempt, or ridicule, shall constitute a newspaper libel.
(b)  The publication of the libelous matter is essential to recovery.

51-5-3.  What constitutes publication of libel.

A libel is published as soon as it is communicated to any person other than the party libeled.

51-5-4.  Slander defined; when special damage required; when damage inferred.

(a) Slander or oral defamation consists in:
        (1) Imputing to another a crime punishable by  law;
       (2) Charging a person with having some contagious disorder or with being guilty of some debasing act which may exclude 
him from society;

Page 194



       (3) Making charges against another in  reference to his trade, office, or profession, calculated to injure him therein; or
    (4)  Uttering any disparaging words productive of special damage which flows naturally therefrom.
 
(b)  In the situation described in paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of this Code section, special damage is essential to support an action; 
in the situations described in paragraphs (1) through (3) of subsection (a) of this Code section, damage is inferred.

51-5-5.  Inference of malice; rebuttal thereof; effect of rebuttal.

In all actions for printed or spoken defamation, malice is inferred from the character of the charge. However, the existence of malice 
may be rebutted by proof.  In all cases, such proof shall be considered in mitigation of damages.  In cases of privileged communica-
tions, such proof shall bar a recovery.

51-5-6.  Truth as justification.

The truth of the charge made may always be proved in justification of an alleged libel or slander.

51-5-7.  Privileged communications.

The following communications are deemed privileged.

 (1) Statements made in good faith in the  performance of a public duty;
 (2) Statements made in good faith in the performance of a legal or moral private duty;
 (3) Statements made with a good faith intent on the part of the speaker to protect his interest in a matter in which it is concerned; 
 (4)  Statements made in good faith as part of an act in furtherance of the right of free speech or the right to petition government 
for a redress of grievances under the Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of the State of Georgia in connection with 
an issue of public interest or concern, as defined in subsection (c) of Code Section 9-11-11.1. 
 (5)Fair and honest reports of the proceeding of legislative or judicial bodies;
 (6) Fair and honest reports of court proceedings;
 (7) Comments of counsel, fairly made, on the circumstances of a case in which he is involved and on the conduct of the parties in 
connection therewith;
 (8) Truthful reports of information received from  any arresting officer or police authorities; and
 (9) Comments upon the acts of public men in their public capacity and with reference thereto.

51-5-8.  Privilege for pleadings in a case.
    
All charges, allegations, and averments contained in regular pleadings filed in a court of competent jurisdiction, which are pertinent 
and material to the relief sought, whether legally sufficient to obtain it or not, are privileged. However false and malicious such charg-
es, allegations, and averments may be, they shall not be deemed libelous.

51-5-9.  Malice defeats state law privileges.
    
In every case of privileged communications, if the privilege is used merely as a cloak for venting private malice and not bona fide in 
promotion of the object for which the privilege is granted, the party defamed shall have a right of action.

51-5-10.  Liability for defamatory statements in visual or sound broadcast; damages.

(a) The owner, licensee, or operator of a visual  or sound broadcasting station or network of stations and the agents or employees of 
any owner, licensee, or operator shall not be liable for any damages for any defamatory statement published or uttered in or as a part 
of a visual or sound broadcast by one other than the owner, licensee, or operator or an agent or employee thereof, unless it is alleged 
and proved by the complaining party that the owner, licensee, operator or the agent or employee has failed to exercise due care to 
prevent the publication or utterance of the statement in the broadcast.
(b) In no event shall any owner, licensee, or operator or the agents or employees of any owner, licensee, or operator of such a station 
or network of stations be held liable for any damages for any defamatory statement uttered over the facilities of the station or network 
by or on behalf of any candidate for public office.
 
(c) In any action for damages for any defamatory statement published or uttered in or as a part of a visual or sound broadcast, the 
complaining party shall be allowed only such actual, consequential, or punitive damages as have been alleged and proved.

51-5-11.  Admissibility of evidence in libel action concerning correction and retraction; effect thereof on damages.

(a) In  any civil action for libel which charges the publication of an erroneous statement alleged to be libelous, it shall be relevant and 
competent evidence for either party to prove that the plaintiff requested retraction or omitted  to request retraction.
 
(b) In any such action, the defendant may allege and give proof of the following matters, as applicable:
      (1)  (A) That the matter alleged to have been published and to be libelous was published without malice;
      (B) That the defendant, in a regular issue of the newspaper or other publication in question, within three days after  receiv-
ing written demand, or in the next regular issue of the newspaper or other publication if the next regular issue was not published 
within three days after receiving  the demand, corrected and retracted the allegedly libelous statement in as conspicuous and public a 
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manner as that in which the alleged libelous statement was published; and 
             (C) That, if the plaintiff so requested, the retraction and correction were accompanied, in the same issue, by an editorial  
in which the allegedly libelous statement was specifically repudiated; or 
    (2) That no request for correction and retraction was made by the plaintiff.
  
(c) Upon proof of the facts specified in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (b) of this Code section, the plaintiff shall not be entitled to 
any punitive damages and the defendant shall be liable only to pay actual
damages.  The defendant may plead the publication of the correction, retraction, or explanation, including the editorial, if demanded, 
in mitigation of damages.

51-5-12.  Libel and Slander; correction and retraction.

(a)  In any civil action for a defamatory statement which charges the visual or sound broadcast of an erroneous statement alleged to 
be defamatory, it shall be relevant and competent evidence for either party to prove that the plaintiff requested retraction or omitted to 
request retraction.
(b)  In any such action, the defendant may allege and give proof of the following matters, as applicable:
      (1)  (A)  That the matter alleged to have been broadcast and to be defamatory was published without malice;
      (B)  That the defendant, in a regular broadcast of the station over which the broadcast in question was made, within three 
days after receiving written demand, corrected and retracted the allegedly defamatory statement in as conspicuous and public a man-
ner as that in which the alleged defamatory statement was broadcast; and
      (C)  That, if the plaintiff so requested, the retraction and correction were accompanied, on the same day, by an editorial in 
which the allegedly defamatory statement was specifically repudiated; or
    (2)  That no request for correction and retraction was made by the plaintiff.
 
(c)  Upon proof of the facts specified in paragraph (1) or (2) of subsection (b) of this Code section, the plaintiff shall not be entitled to 
any punitive damages and the defendant shall be liable only to pay actual damages. The defendant may plead the broadcast of the 
correction, retraction, or explanation, including the editorial, if demanded, in mitigation of damages.

52-1-5.  Tidewaters; publishing order regarding unlawful structure.

Whenever the commissioner determines that any structure as defined in this article exists, the commissioner may issue an order 
directed “TO ALL PERSONS IN POSSESSION OR CLAIMING OWNERSHIP OF THIS STRUCTURE.”  The order shall describe the 
structure in reasonable detail, shall set forth the unlawful nature of the structure, and shall order that the structure be removed within 
a reasonable time after the order becomes final to be prescribed in such order.  Any order issued by the commissioner under this 
article shall be signed by the commissioner.  Any such order shall become final unless any person in possession of the structure or 
any person claiming ownership of or an interest in the structure requests in writing a hearing pursuant to Code Section 52-1-6.  The 
order shall apprise the person or persons of their right to request a hearing and of the procedures necessary to obtain a hearing 
pursuant to Code Section 52-1-6.  The order, in all cases, shall be served by initially publishing the same once each week for two 
successive weeks in a newspaper printed and published in the county in which the structure is located or in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county in which the structure is located.  The order shall then be served by a peace officer upon any person of suit-
able age and discretion found in possession of the structure or, if no such person is found in possession of the structure, the peace 
officer shall securely post the order in a conspicuous place on the structure.  Any order so posted must be protected from the weather 
by encasing same in a weatherproof, transparent material.  The date of service shall be stated within the order.  The return of the ser-
vice signed by the peace officer and filed in the office of the commissioner, stating that a copy of such order was served either upon a 
person of suitable age and discretion in possession of the structure personally or that no such person was found in possession of the 
structure and that a copy of the order was posted in a conspicuous place on the structure in accordance with this Code section, shall 
be sufficient evidence 
as to the service of such person in possession; provided, however, that where the address of the person or persons claiming owner-
ship of the structure is known, a copy of such order shall be mailed to such persons by certified mail as part of the service process 
during the period of time that the order is being published in the newspaper.

52-1-34.  Navigable stream or river; publishing order regarding unlawful structure.

Whenever the commissioner determines that any structure as defined in this article exists, the commissioner may issue an order 
directed “TO ALL PERSONS IN POSSESSION OR CLAIMING OWNERSHIP OF THIS STRUCTURE.”  The order shall describe the 
structure in reasonable detail, shall set forth the unlawful nature of the structure, and shall order that the structure be removed within 
a reasonable time after the order becomes final to be prescribed in such order.  Any order issued by the commissioner under this 
article shall be signed by the commissioner.   Any such order shall become final unless any person in possession of the structure 
or any person claiming ownership of or an interest in the structure  requests in writing a hearing pursuant to Code Section 52-1-35.  
The order shall apprise the person or persons of their right to request a hearing and of the procedures necessary to obtain a hearing 
pursuant to Code Section 52-1-35.  The order, in all cases, shall be served by initially publishing the same once each week for two 
successive weeks in a newspaper printed and published in the county in which the structure is located or in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county in which the structure is located.  The order shall then be served by a peace officer upon any person of suit-
able age and discretion found in possession of the structure or if no person is found in possession of the structure, the peace officer 
shall securely post the order in a conspicuous place on the structure.  Any order so posted must be protected from the weather by 
encasing same in a weatherproof, transparent material.  The date of service shall be stated within the order.  The return of the service 
signed by the peace officer and filed in the office of the commissioner, stating that a copy of such order was served upon a person of 

Page 196



suitable age and discretion in possession of the structure personally or that no such person was found in possession of the structure 
and that a copy of the order was posted in a conspicuous place on the structure in accordance with this Code section, shall be suf-
ficient evidence as to the service of such person in possession; provided, however, that where the address of the person or persons 
claiming ownership of the structure is known, a copy of such order shall be mailed to such persons by certified mail as part of the ser-
vice process during the period of time that the order is being published in the newspaper.

52-4-6. Incorporation of canal companies.

When all the capital stock has been subscribed for and 10 percent thereof paid in, notice of the fact shall be published three times in 
the public newspaper in which the sheriff’s sales are advertised in the county in which is situated the principal office of the corpora-
tion.  When this has been done, the corporation is authorized to begin the transaction of business, but not before.

52-5-2.  Filing of petition for incorporation.

Any five or more natural persons may act as incorporators of a corporation to be organized under this chapter by filing a petition in 
writing, addressed to the Secretary of State, in which shall be stated the names and residences of each of the persons desiring to 
form the corporation, the name of the navigation company they desire to have incorporated, the amount of the proposed capital stock, 
the number of years it is to continue, the place where its principal office is to be located, a request to be incorporated under the laws 
of this state, and that they have given four weeks’  notice of their intention to apply for the charter by publication of the petition in one 
of the newspapers in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published for the county once a week for four weeks before filing the peti-
tion.

52-5-8.  Giving delinquent subscriber notice of auction sale.

If for any reason it is not practicable to serve the delinquent stockholder with notice of the sale, personally or by mail, or if he is a non-
resident of this state, then notice may be given him of the sale by publication in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are 
published in the county of its principal office, once a week for four weeks prior to  the date of the sale.

52-5-10. Procedure for increase of capital stock.

(b) The affidavit called for in subparagraph (a) (2)(B) of this Code section shall be made and signed in due form of law by the presi-
dent or secretary of the company and shall show that the ten days’ notice has been published once a week for four weeks in the 
newspaper in which is published the sheriff’s sales of the county in which the principal office of  the corporation desiring to increase its 
capital stock is located.

52-6-10. Determination of location of office of Harbor Pilot commissioners; location of books, papers, and records of commissioners.

The office of the commissioners must be kept in some suitable place of which the public shall have notice; and their books, papers, 
and records may be kept in such office or  in the  office of any court of record in the county.

53-2-51(a).  Advertisement of escheat.

(a)  If no person has appeared and claimed to be an heir within four years from the date letters of any kind on an intestate dece-
dent’s estate were granted, the personal representative shall petition the probate court of the county in which the letters were granted 
for determination that property has escheated to the state.  Such a petition shall set forth the full name of the decedent, the date of 
death, the fact that no person has appeared and claimed to be an heir, and the property of the estate which may have escheated to 
the state.

53-3-6(b).  Advertisement of year’s support petition.

(b)  Upon the filing of the petition, the probate court shall issue a citation and publish a notice once a week for four weeks, citing all 
persons concerned to show cause by a day certain why the petition for year’s support should not be granted.

53-3-14. Notice of petition for probate.

(b) When a party to be served is unknown, or when a known party resides outside this state either voluntarily or involuntarily under 
circumstances which make it difficult to determine if the person is a legal resident of this state or of some other state, or when the 
place of residence of a party is unknown, upon  the fact being made to appear, the court shall order service to be  perfected by pub-
lication in the newspaper  in which sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the application for probate in solemn 
form is made.  The notice shall be published once a week for four weeks; provided, however, that publication need not be made if 
service is acknowledged by  the nonresident party or the party whose legal residence is in doubt.  The records of the court shall show 
the persons notified and the character of the notice given.

53-3-20(a).  Advertisement of year’s support application.

If the surviving spouse does not know and cannot easily ascertain the addresses of any of the children, service shall be made by pub-
lishing notice of the date and purpose of the hearing one time and by posting a copy of the notice at the courthouse not less than ten 
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days prior to the date set for the hearing.

53-4-11. Distribution of estate in kind.

(a) Whenever it is practicable, the judge of the probate court may order a distribution of the estate in kind, which order may be 
granted on the application of the representative or any distributee of the estate.  In all such cases, the application shall give at least 
20 days’ written notice to all parties in  interest within this state who are of age and to the guardians, if any, of minor distributees and 
shall also give notice to any persons in interest residing outside this state, by publication of the same at least twice a month for two 
months in the newspaper in which the official notices of the judge are published.

53-4-34. Issuance of summons upon filing of petition in probate court to determine heirs.

(a) All others shall be served by publishing once a week for four weeks a copy of the citation in the newspaper in which sheriff’s sales 
are advertised for the county where the petition is filed.

53-5-21.  Application for probate court approval of conveyance or encumbrance.

(a)  If the spouse of the decedent does not know and cannot easily ascertain the address of any of the children, service shall be made 
by publishing notice of the date and purpose of the hearing once in the newspaper in which sheriff’s sales for the county are adver-
tised and by posting a copy of the notice at the courthouse not less than ten days prior to the date set for the hearing.

53-6-27. Citation and notice of application for letters of administration.

The judge of the probate court shall issue a citation, giving notice of the application to all concerned, in the newspaper in which the 
county advertisements are usually published, once a week for four weeks.

53-7-7. Right to borrow money and bind estate; petition; publication of notice.

Notice of the petition shall be published once a week for four weeks before the hearing in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s adver-
tisements are published.

53-7-41.  Publication of notice to creditors.

The personal representative shall be allowed six months from the date of the qualification of the first personal representative to serve 
in which to ascertain the condition of the estate.  Every personal representative shall, within 60 days from the date of qualification, 
publish a notice directed generally to all of the creditors of the estate to render an account of their demands.  The notice shall be 
published once a week for four weeks in the official newspaper of the county in which the personal representative qualified.  Creditors 
who fail to give notice of claims within three months from the date of publication of the personal representative’s last notice shall lose 
all rights to an equal participation with creditors of equal priority to whom distribution is made before notice of such claims is brought 
to the personal representative, and they may not hold the personal representative liable for a misappropriation of the funds.  If, how-
ever, there are assets in the hands of the personal representative sufficient to pay such debts and if no claims of greater priority are 
unpaid, the assets shall be thus appropriated notwithstanding failure to give notice.

53-7-50 (b)(1).    Notice of discharge of representive.

(b)(1)  Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, upon the filing of a petition for discharge, citation shall be issued to all 
heirs or beneficiaries, as provided in Chapter 11 of this title, required them to file any objections to the discharge, except that in all 
cases a citation shall be published one time in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in 
which the petition is filed at least ten days prior to the date on or before which any objection is required to be filed.  Any creditors 
whose claims are disputed or who have not paid in full due to insolvency of the estate shall be served in accordance with Chapter 11 
of this title.

53-7-97. Notice to sell land.

 (a) Ten days’ notice shall be given in writing to the administrator or executor. Notices shall also be given to the heirs at law of 
the decedent, unless waived, by publication  once a week for four weeks in the newspaper publishing the legal advertisements of the 
county.  If no objection is filed and the judge is satisfied of the truth of the allegations in the petition, the order shall be granted.

53-7-145.  Discharge Without Return.

Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, upon the petition being filed, the judge of the probate court shall issue citation and 
cause the same to be published as provided by law in the case of applications of administrators for discharge and unless good cause 
is shown to the contrary, at the first term of the probate court after the completion of publication, the judge of the probate court shall 
issue to the executor letters of dismission, without examination into the condition of the estate and without requiring the filing of 
returns by the executor.

53-7-184.  Intermediate final reports.

 (c) In addition, citation shall issue addressed to all other persons at interest, in such form as the judge shall direct, and shall be 
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published in the newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements appear for the county, once a week for four weeks prior to the date fixed 
for the hearing.

53-8-22.  Statement of terms of sale in advertisements.

Executors and administrators shall state, in all advertisements of sales by them, the terms of sale.

53-8-23. Sale of real property generally.

If at any time it becomes necessary for the payment of the debts of the estate or for the purpose of distribution to sell the real property 
of the decedent, the administrator or executor shall, by written petition, apply to the judge of the probate court for leave to sell, setting 
forth in the petition the reason therefor; and notice of the same shall be published once a week for four weeks before the hearing  in 
the newspaper in which county advertisements are published.

53-8-24.  Advertisement for sale.

Every sale under Code Section 53-8-23 shall be advertised in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county where the prop-
erty to be sold is located, once a week for four weeks after the leave is granted and before the sale.  The sale shall be by public auc-
tion on the first Tuesday of the month, between the usual hours of sale and at the place of public sales in the county having jurisdic-
tion of the administration, unless by special  order, in the discretion of the judge of the probate court, real property located in another 
county is sold in that county.

53-8-40. Petition for approval conveyance of easements.

Services shall be made by publishing notice of the date and purpose of the hearing once in the newspaper in which sheriff’s sales 
for the county are advertised and by posting a copy of the notice at the courthouse not less than ten days prior to the date set for the 
hearing.

53-9-1. Application for administration of estate of person believed to be dead.

(b) If the judge of the probate court of the county in which the estate of the person could be administered if the supposed decedent 
were known to be dead  is satisfied that the applicant would be entitled thereto were the supposed decedent known to be dead, he 
shall order a notice to be published, once a week for four weeks, in a newspaper having a general circulation in the county, giving 
notice that on a day stated, which must be a least two weeks after the last publication, evidence will be heard by the court concerning 
the alleged absence of the supposed decedent and the circumstances and duration thereof.

53-9-2(c).  Notice of probate for missing person.

(c)  If the court finds the petition to be in compliance with the requirements set forth in subsection (b) of this Code section, the court 
shall issue an order directing that a notice be published once a week for four weeks giving notice that on a day stated, which shall 
be at least 90 days after the first publication of the notice, evidence will be heard by the court concerning the alleged absence of the 
individual presumed to be dead and the circumstances and duration of such absence and requiring the missing individual, if alive, or 
any other person to produce and present to the court evidence that the missing individual is still in life.  The notice required by this 
subsection may be combined with any other notice required for the issuance of letters or an order for year’s support or an order that 
no administration is necessary.

53-10-2. Dispensing with administrations.

(a) Upon the filing of a petition for an order to dispense with administration, the judge of the probate court shall issue a citation, which 
shall be published in the official gazette of his county once a week for four weeks, requiring all creditors of the estate, if any, and all 
other interested persons to show cause why an order should not be entered finding that no administration or not permanent adminis-
tration, as the case may be, is necessary.

53-11-4 (a).  Notice by publication.

(a)  Except as otherwise prescribed by law or directed by the probate judge, the provisions of this Code section shall apply in cases 
when a person to be served is unknown, is known but whose residence is unknown, resides outside this state, or involuntarily resides 
outside this state under circumstances that make it difficult to determine if the person is a legal resident of this state or some other 
state.  Upon the fact being made to appear, the probate court shall order service to be perfected by publication of the citation in the 
newspaper in which sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is made.  The citation shall be published 
once for four weeks prior to the date on which objections must be filed.  The records of the court shall show the persons notified and 
the character of the notice given.

53-11-4 (b).   Probate Court - service through publication.

(b) Unless all such persons have known current residence addresses, the probate court shall order service to be perfected by publica-
tion of the citation in the newspaper in which the sheriff’s advertisements are published in the county in which the petition is made.  
The citation shall be published once a week for four weeks prior to the date on which objections must be filed.  The records of the 
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court shall show the persons notified and the character of the notice given.  The published citation shall be directed to the person to 
be served.    

53-13-5.  Appointment by superior court of new trustee under deed of trust or mortgage.

Notice of the intention to apply to the court for the appointment of a new trustee shall be given to the trustee as soon as practicable 
after the filing of the petition and to the  known bondholders, by registered or certified mail and by publication once a week for four 
weeks in some public newspaper in the county where the petition is filed.

125-1-2-.09 (a).  Prison Access (DHR Regs).

(a)  News Media. Accredited members of the news media may be authorized through the Commissioner of Corrections to visit institu-
tions and centers during normal business hours (8:00 AM to 4:30 PM daily, except Saturdays, Sundays and Legal holidays). Such 
representatives may be permitted to tour whatever parts of the institution they desire consistent with the security of the institution and 
the safety of those concerned. However, media representatives shall be escorted by institutional personnel at all times during their 
stay at the institution. Special visits to an institution by news media representatives during nonbusiness hours may be authorized by 
prior arrangement. Such visits shall meet all other requirements for a normal business hour visit.
      (1)  Offenders whose convictions are on appeal shall not be interviewed by news representatives except with the consent of 
the offender and his (her) attorney, if any. When authorized, such meetings shall be conducted under the conditions specified by the 
Warden/Superintendent as fulfilling the safety and security requirements of the institution concerned.
      (2)   No offender may be photographed in such a way that he (she) is identifiable in the picture unless prior written consent 
has been obtained from the individual.
     (3)   News media representatives may be barred or ejected during times of violent or potentially violent disturbances in 
order that their safety and the safety of others may be protected and the security of the institution maintained or restored. Wardens/
Superintendents shall exercise their judgment as to when restrictive conditions exist. Re-entry of news representatives may be permit-
ted when safety and security reasonably may be assured.
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FEDERAL 
STATUTES

5 U.S.C  552.  Federal Freedom of Information Act.

(a)  Each agency shall make available to the public information as follows:

(1)  Each agency shall separately state and currently publish in the Federal Register for the guidance of the public - 
 (A)  descriptions of its central and field organization and the established places at which, the employee (and in the case of a uni-
formed service, the members) from whom, and the methods whereby, the public may obtain information, make submittals or requests, 
or obtain decisions;

 (B)  statements of the general course and method by which its functions are channeled and determined, including the nature and 
requirements of all formal and informal procedures available;

 (C)  rules of procedure, descriptions of forms available or the places at which forms may be obtained, and instructions as to the 
scope and contents of all papers, reports, or examinations;
 (D)  substantive rules of general applicability adopted as authorized by law, and statements of general policy or interpretations of 
general applicability formulated and adopted by the agency; and

 (E) each amendment, revision, or repeal of the foregoing.

Except to the extent that a person has actual and timely notice of the terms thereof, a person may not in any manner be required 
to resort to, or be adversely affected by, a matter required to be published in the Federal Register and not so published.  For the 
purpose of this paragraph, matter reasonably available to the class of persons affected thereby is deemed published in the Federal 
Register when incorporated by reference therein with the approval of the Director of the Federal Register.

(2)  Each agency, in accordance with published rules, shall make available for public inspection and copying - 
 (A)  final opinions, including concurring and dissenting opinions, as well as orders, made in the adjudication cases;

 (B)  those statements of policy and interpretations which have been adopted by the agency and are not published in the Federal 
Register; and

 (C)  administrative staff manuals and instructions to staff that affect a member of the public;
unless the materials are promptly published and copies offered for sale.  To the extent required to prevent a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy, an agency may delete identifying details when it makes available or publishes an opinion, statement of 
policy, interpretation, or staff manual or instruction.  However, in each case the justification for the deletion shall be explained fully in 
writing.  Each agency shall also maintain and make available for public inspection and copying current indexes providing identifying 
information for the public as to any matter issued, adopted, or promulgated after July 4, 1967, and required by this paragraph to be 
made available or published.  Each agency shall promptly publish, quarterly, or more frequently, and distribute (by sale or otherwise) 
copies of each index or supplements thereto unless it determines by order published in the Federal Register that the publications 
would be unnecessary and impracticable, in which case the agency shall nonetheless provide copies of such index on request at a 
cost not to exceed the direct cost of duplication.  A final order, opinion, statement of policy, interpretation, or staff manual or instruc-
tion that affects a member of the public may be relied on, used, or cited as precedent by an agency against a party other than an 
agency only if - 

 (i)  it has been indexed and either made available or published as provided by this paragraph; or
 (ii)  the party has actual and timely notice of the terms thereof.

(3)  Except with respect to the records made available under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, each agency, upon any 
request for records which (A) reasonably describes such records and (B) is made in accordance with published rules stating the time, 
place, fees (if any), and procedures to be followed, shall make the records promptly available to any person.

(4)(a)(i)  In order to carry out the provisions of this section, each agency shall promulgate regulations, pursuant to notice and receipt 
of public comment, specifying the schedule of fees applicable to the processing of requests under this section and establishing pro-
cedures and guidelines for determining when such fees should be waived or reduced.  Such schedule shall conform to the guidelines 
which shall be promulgated, pursuant to notice and receipt of public comment, by the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget and which shall provide for a uniform schedule of fees for all agencies.

(ii)  Such agency regulations shall provide that -
 (I)  fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for document search, duplication, and review, when records are request-
ed for commercial use;
 (II)  fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for document duplication when records are not sought for commer-
cial use and the request is made by an educational or noncommercial scientific institution, whose purpose is scholarly or scientific 
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research; or a representative of the news media; and
 (III)  for any request not described in (I) or (II), fees shall be limited to reasonable standard charges for document search and 
duplication.
(iii)  Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure 
of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the requester.

(iv)  Fee schedules shall provide for the recovery of only the direct costs of search, duplication, or review.  Review costs shall include 
only the direct costs incurred during the initial examination of a document for the purposes of determining whether the documents 
must be disclosed under this section and for the purposes of withholding any portions exempt from disclosure under this section.  
Review costs may not include any costs incurred in resolving issues of law or policy that may be raised in the course of processing a 
request under this section.  No fee may be charged by any agency under this section - 
 (i) if the costs of routine collection and processing of the fee are likely to equal or exceed the amount of the fee; or
 (II) for any reason described in clause (ii)(II) or (III) of this subparagraph for the first two hours of search time or for the first one 
hundred pages of duplication.

(v)  No agency may require advance payment of any fee unless the requester has previously failed to pay fees in a timely fashion, or 
the agency has determined that the fee will exceed $250.

(vi)  Nothing in this subparagraph shall supersede fees chargeable under a statute specifically proving for setting the level of fees for 
particular types of records.

(vii)  In any action by a requester regarding the waiver of fees under this section, the court shall determine the matter de novo: 
Provided,  That the court’s review of the matter shall be limited to the record before the agency.

(B)  On complaint, the district court of the United States in the district in which the complainant resides, or has his principal place of 
business, or in which the agency records are situated, or in the District of Columbia, has jurisdiction to enjoin the agency from with-
holding agency records improperly withheld from the complainant.  In such a case the court shall determine the matter de novo, and 
may examine the contents of such agency records in camera to determine whether such records or any part thereof shall be withheld 
under any of the exemptions set forth in subsection (b) of this section, and the burden in on the agency to sustain its action.

(C)  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the defendant shall serve an answer or otherwise plead to any complaint made under 
this subsection within thirty days after service upon the defendant of the pleading in which such complaint is made, unless the court 
otherwise directs for good cause shown.

[(D) Repealed.  Pub.L. 98-620, Title IV, § 402(2), Nov. 8, 1984, 98 Stat. 3357]
(E)  The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs reasonable incurred in any 
case under this section in which the complainant has substantially prevailed.

(F)  Whenever the court orders the production of any agency records improperly withheld from the complainant and assesses against 
the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation cost, and the court additionally issues a written finding that the circum-
stances surrounding the withholding raise questions whether agency personnel acted arbitrarily or capriciously with respect to the 
withholding, the Special Counsel, after investigation and consideration of the evidence submitted, shall submit his finding and recom-
mendations to the administrative authority of the agency concerned and shall send copies of the findings and recommendations to the 
officer or employee or his representative.  The administrative authority shall take the corrective action that the Special Counsel recom-
mends.

(G)  In the event of noncompliance with the order of the court, the district court may punish for contempt the responsible employee, 
and in the case of a uniformed service, the responsible member.

(5)  Each agency having more than one member shall maintain and make available for public inspection a record of the final votes of 
each member in every agency proceeding.

(6)(A)  Each agency, upon any request for records made under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection, shall - 
 (i)  determine within ten days (excepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) after the receipt of any such request 
whether to comply with such request and shall immediately notify the person making such request of such determination and the rea-
sons therefor, and of the right of such person to appeal to the head of the agency and adverse determination; and

 (ii)  make a determination with respect to any appeal within twenty days (excepting Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holi-
days) after the receipt of such appeal.  If on appeal the denial of the request for records is in whole or in part upheld, the agency shall 
notify the person making such request of the provisions for judicial review of that determination under paragraph (4) of this subsec-
tion.
(B)  In unusual circumstances as specified in this subparagraph, the time limits prescribed in either clause (i) or clause (ii) of subpara-
graph (A) may be extended by written notice to the person making such request setting forth the reasons for such extension and the 
date on which a determination is expected to be dispatched.  No such notice shall specify a date that would result in an extension for 
more than ten working days.  As used in this subparagraph, “unusual circumstances” means, but only to the extent reasonable neces-
sary to the proper processing of the particular request - 
 (i)  the need to search for and collect the requested records from field facilities or other establishments that are separate from the 
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office processing the request;

 (ii)  the need to search for, collect, and appropriately examine a voluminous amount of separate and distinct records which are 
demanded in a single request; or

 (iii)  the need for consultation, which shall be conducted with all practicable speed, with another agency having a substantial inter-
est in the determination of the request or among two or more components of the agency having substantial subject-matter interest 
therein.

(C)  Any person making a request to any agency for records under paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection shall be deemed to 
have exhausted his administrative remedies with respect to such request if the agency fails to comply with the applicable time limit 
provisions of this paragraph.  if the Government can show exceptional circumstances exist and that the agency is exercising due dili-
gence in responding to the request, the court may retain jurisdiction and allow the agency additional time to complete its review of the 
records.  Upon any determination by an agency to comply with a request for records, the records shall be made promptly available 
to such person making such request.  Any notification of denial of any request for records under this subsection shall set forth the 
names and titles or positions of each person responsible for the denial of such request.

  (b)  This section does not apply to matters that are - 
 (1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense 
or foreign policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order;

 (2)  related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

 (3)  specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires 
that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular crite-
ria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

 (4)  trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

 (5)  inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in 
litigation with the agency;

 (6)  personnel  and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of per-
sonal privacy;

 (7)  records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforce-
ment records or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, (D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency 
or authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of a record or information 
compiled by criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation or by an agency conducting a lawful national 
security intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for 
law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if 
such disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the 
life or physical safety of any individual;

 (8)  contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency 
responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

 (9)  geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.

Any reasonably segregable portion of a record shall be provided to any person requesting such record after deletion of the portions 
which are exempt under this subsection.

(c)(1)  Whenever a request is made which involves access to records described in subsection (b)(7)(A) and - 

 (A) the investigation or proceeding involves a possible violation of criminal law; and

 (B) there is reason to believe that (i) the subject of the investigation or proceeding is not aware of its pendency, and (ii) disclosure 
of the existence of the records could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, the agency may, during only 
such time as that circumstance continues, treat the records as not subject to the requirements of the section.
(2)  Whenever informant records maintained by a criminal law enforcement agency under an informant’s name or personal identifier 
are requested by a third party according to the informant’s name or personal identifier, the agency may treat the records as not sub-
ject to the requirements of this section unless the informant’s status as an informant has been officially confirmed.

(3)  Whenever a request is made which involves access to records maintained by the Federal Bureau of Investigation pertaining to 
foreign intelligence or counter intelligence, or international terrorism, and the existence of the records is classified information as pro-
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vided in subsection (b)(1), the Bureau may, as long as the existence of the records remains classified information, treat the records as 
not subject to the requirements of this section.

(d)  This section does not authorize withholding of information or limit the availability of records to the public, except as specifically 
stated in this section.  This section is not authority to withhold information from Congress.

(e)  On or before March 1 of each calendar year, each agency shall submit a record covering the preceding year to the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and President of the Senate for referral to the appropriate committees of the Congress.  The report shall 
include - 

 (1)  the number of determinations made by such agency not to comply with requests for records made to such agency under sub-
section (a) and the reasons for each such determination;

 (2)  the number of appeals made by persons under subsection (a)(6), the result of such appeals, and the reason for the action 
upon each appeal that results in a denial of information;

 (3)  the names and titles or positions of each person responsible for the denial of records requested under this section, and the 
number of instances of participation for each;

 (4)  the results of each proceeding conducted pursuant to subsection (a)(4)(F), including a report of the disciplinary action taken 
against the officer or employee who was primarily responsible for improperly withholding records or an explanation of why disciplinary 
action was not taken;
 (5)  a copy of every rule made by such agency regarding this section;

 (6)  a copy of the fee schedule and the total amount of fees collected by the agency for making records available under this sec-
tion; and

 (7)  such other information as indicates efforts to administer fully this section.
The Attorney General shall submit an annual report on or before March 1 of each calendar year which shall include for the prior calen-
dar year a listing of the number of cases arising under this section, the exemption involved in each case, the disposition of such case, 
and the cost, fees, and penalties assessed under subsections (a)(4)(E), (F) and (G).  Such report shall also include a description of 
the efforts undertaken by the Department of Justice to encourage agency compliance with this section.

(f)  For purposes of this section, the term “agency” as defined in section 551(1) of this title includes any executive department, mili-
tary department, Government corporation, Government controlled corporation, or other establishment in the executive branch of the 
Government (including the Executive Office of the President), or any independent regulatory agency.

5 U.S.C  552a.  Federal Individual Privacy Act.

(a)  Definitions. - For purposes of this section - 

 (1)  the term “agency” means agency as defined in section 552(e) of this title;
 (2) the term “individual” means a citizen of the United States or an alien lawfully admitted for permanent residence;
 (3)  the term “maintain” includes maintain, collect, use, or disseminate;
 (4)  the term “record” means any item, collection, or grouping of information about an individual that is maintained by an agency, 
including, but not limited to, his education, financial transactions, medical history, and criminal or employment history and that contains 
his name, or the identifying number, symbol, or other identifying particular assigned to the individual, such as a finger or voice print or 
a photograph;
 (5)  the term “system of records” means a group of any records under the control of any agency from which information is 
retrieved by the name of the individual or by some identifying number, symbol, or other identifying particular assigned to the individual;
 (6)  the term “statistical record” means a record in a system of records maintained for statistical research or reporting purposes 
only and not used in whole or in part in making any determination about an identifiable individual, except as provided by section 8 of 
title 13;
 (7)  the term “routine use” means, with respect to the disclosure of a record, the use of such record for a purpose which is com-
patible with the purpose for which it was collected;
 (8)  the term “matching program” -
    (A) means any computerized comparison of -
   (i) two or more automated systems of records or a system of records with non-Federal records for the purpose of -
     (I) establishing or verifying the eligibility of, or continuing compliance with statutory and regulatory requirements by, appli-
cants for, recipients or beneficiaries of, participants in, or providers of services with respect to, cash or in-kind assistance or payments 
under Federal benefit programs, or
    (II)  recouping payments or delinquent debts under such Federal benefit programs, or
  (ii) two or more automated Federal personnel or payroll systems of records or a system of Federal personnel or payroll 
records with non-Federal records,

   (B)  but does not include -
   (i) matches performed to produce aggregate statistical data without any personal identifiers;
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  (ii)  matches performed to support any research or statistical project, the specific data of which may not be used to make 
decisions concerning the rights, benefits, or privileges of specific individuals;
  (iii)  matches performed, by an agency (or component thereof) which performs as its principal function any activity pertaining 
to the enforcement of criminal laws, subsequent to the initiation of a specific criminal or civil law enforcement investigation of a named 
person or persons for the purpose of gathering evidence against such person or persons;
  (iv)  matches of tax information (I) pursuant to section 6103(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, (II) for purposes of 
tax administration as defined in section 6103(b)(4) of such Code, (III) for the purpose of intercepting a tax refund due an individual 
under authority granted by section 464 or 1137 of the Social Security Act; or (IV) for the purpose of intercepting a tax refund due an 
individual under any other tax refund intercept program authorized by statute which has been determined by the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget to contain verification, notice, and hearing requirements that are substantially similar to the procedures in 
section 1137 of the Social Security Act;
  (v)  matches -
    (I) using records predominantly relating to Federal personnel, that are performed for routine administrative purposes (subject 
to guidance provided by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget pursuant to subsection (v)); or
    (II)  conducted by an agency using only records from systems of records maintained by that agency;

if the purpose of the match is not to take any adverse financial, personnel, disciplinary, or other adverse action against Federal per-
sonnel
  (vi)  matches performed for foreign counterintelligence purposes or to produce background checks for security clearances of 
Federal personnel or Federal contractor personnel; or
  (vii)  matches performed pursuant to section 6103(l)(12) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and section 1144 of the Social 
Security Act;

 (9)  the term “recipient agency” means any agency, or contractor thereof, receiving records contained in a system of records from 
a source agency for use in a matching program;

 (10) the term “non-Federal agency” means any State or local government, or agency thereof, which receives records contained in 
a system of records from a source agency for use in a matching program;

 (11)  the term “source agency” means any agency which discloses records contained in a system of records to be used in a 
matching program, or any State or local government, or agency thereof, which discloses records to be used in a matching program;

 (12)  the term “Federal benefit program” means any program administered or funded by the Federal Government, or by any agent 
or State on behalf of the Federal Government, providing cash or in-kind assistance in the form of payments, grants, loans, or loan 
guarantees to individuals; and

 (13)  the term “Federal personnel” means officers and employees of the Government of the United States, members of the uni-
formed services (including members of the Reserve Components), individuals entitled to receive immediate or deferred retirement 
benefits under any retirement program of the Government of the United States (including survivor benefits).

(b)  Conditions of disclosure. - No agency shall disclose any record which is contained in a system of records by any means of com-
munication to any person, or to another agency, except pursuant to a written request by, or with the prior written consent of, the indi-
vidual to whom the record pertains, unless disclosure of the record would be - 

 (1)  to those officers and employees of the agency which maintains the record who have a need for the record in the performance 
of their duties;
 (2)  required under section 552 of this title;
 (3)  for a routine use as defined in subsection (a)(7) of the section and described under subsection (e)(4)(D) of this section;
 (4)  to the Bureau of the Census for purposes of planning or carrying out a census or survey or related activity pursuant to the 
provisions of title 13;
 (5)  to a recipient who has provided the agency with advance adequate written assurance that the record will be used solely as a 
statistical research or reporting record, and the record is to be transferred in a form that is not individually identifiable;
 (6)  to the National Archives and Records Administration as a record which has sufficient historical or other value to warrant its 
continued preservation by the United States Government, or for evaluation by the Archivist of the United States or the designee of the 
Archivist to determine whether the record has such value;
 (7)  to another agency or to an instrumentality of any governmental jurisdiction within or under the control of the United States for 
a civil or criminal law enforcement activity if the activity is authorized by law, and if the head of the agency or instrumentality has made 
a written request to the agency which maintains the record specifying the particular portion desired and the law enforcement activity 
for which the record is sought;
 (8)  to a person pursuant to a showing of compelling circumstances affecting the health or safety of an individual if upon such dis-
closure notification is transmitted to the last known address of such individual;
 (9)  to either the House of Congress, or, to the extent of matter within its jurisdiction, any committee or subcommittee thereof, any 
joint committee of Congress or subcommittee of any such joint committee;
 (10)  to the Comptroller General, or any of his authorized representatives, in the course of the performance of the duties of the 
General Accounting Office;
 (11)  pursuant to the order of a court of competent jurisdiction; or
 (12)  to a consumer reporting agency in accordance with section 3711(f) of title 31.
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(c)  Accounting of certain disclosures. - Each agency, with respect to each system of records under its control, shall - 
 (1)  except for disclosures made under subsection (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this section, keep an accurate accounting of - 
  (A)  the date, nature, and purpose of each disclosure of a record to any person or to another agency made under subsection 
(b) of this section; and
  (B)  the name and address of the person or agency to whom the disclosure is made;

 (2)  retain the accounting made under paragraph (1) of this subsection for at least five years or the life of the record, whichever is 
longer, after the disclosure for which the accounting is made;

 (3)  except for disclosures made under subsection (b)(7) of this section, make the accounting made under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection available to the individual named in the record at his request; and
 
 (4) inform any person or other agency about any correction or notation of dispute made by the agency in accordance with subsec-
tion (d) of this section of any record that has been disclosed to the person or agency if an accounting of the disclosure was made.

(d)  Access to records. - Each agency that maintains a system of records shall -
 (1)  upon request by any individual to gain access to his record or to any information pertaining to him which is contained in the 
system, permit him and upon his request, a person of his own choosing to accompany him, to review the record and have a copy 
make of all or any portion thereof in a form comprehensible to him, except that the agency may require the individual to furnish a writ-
ten statement authorizing discussion of the individual’s record in the accompanying person’s presence;

 (2)  permit the individual to request amendment of a record pertaining to him and - 
  (A)  not later than 10 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) after the date of receipt of such request, 
acknowledge in writing such receipt; and
  (B) promptly, either - 
     (i)  make any correction of any portion thereof which the individual believes is not accurate, relevant, timely, or complete; or
    (ii)  inform the individual of its refusal to amend the record in accordance with his request, the reason for the refusal, the 
procedures established by the agency for the individual to request a review of that refusal by the head of the agency or an officer des-
ignated by the head of the agency, and the name and business address of that official;

 (3)  permit the individual who disagrees with the refusal of the agency to amend his record to request a review of such refusal, 
and not later than 30 days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal public holidays) from the date on which the individual requests 
such review, complete such review and make a final determination unless, for good cause shown, the head of the agency extends 
such 30-day period; and if, after his review, the reviewing official also refuses to amend the record in accordance with the request, 
permit the individual to file with the agency a concise statement setting for the the reasons for his disagreement with the refusal of the 
agency, and notify the individual of the provisions for judicial review of the reviewing official’s determination under subsection (g)(1)(A) 
of this section;

 (4)  in any disclosure, containing information about which the individual has filed a statement of disagreement, occurring after the 
filing of the statement under paragraph (3) of this subsection, clearly note any portion of the record which is disputed and provide cop-
ies of the statement and, if the agency deems it appropriate, copies of a concise statement of the reasons of the agency for not mak-
ing the amendments requested, to persons or other agencies to whom the disputed record has been disclosed; and
  5)  nothing in this section shall allow an individual access to any information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action 
or proceeding.

(e)  Agency requirements. - Each agency that maintains a system of records shall - 
 
 (1)  maintain in its records only such information about an individual as is relevant and necessary to accomplish a purpose of the 
agency required to be accomplished by statute or by executive order of the President;
 (2)  collect information to the greatest extent practicable directly from the subject individual when the information may result in 
adverse determinations about an individual’s rights, benefits, and privileges under Federal programs;

 (3)  inform each individual whom it asks to supply information, on the form which it uses to collect the information or on a separate 
form that can be retained by the individual - 
  
  (A)  the authority (whether granted by statute, or by executive order of the President) which authorizes the solicitation of the 
information and whether disclosure of such information is mandatory or voluntary;

  (B)  the principal purpose or purposes for which the information is intended to be used;

  (C)  the routine uses which may be made of the information, as published pursuant to paragraph (4)(D) of this subsection;   
 and
  (D)  the effects on him, if any, of not providing all or any part of the requested information;

 (4)  subject to the provisions of paragraph (11) of this subsection, publish in the Federal Register upon establishment or revision   
a notice of the existence and character of the system of records, which notice shall include - 
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  (A)  the name and location of the system;

  (B)  the categories of individuals on whom records are maintained in the system;

  (C)  the categories of records maintained in the system;

  (D)  each routine use of the records contained in the system, including the categories of users and the purpose of such use;
  (E)  the policies and practices of the agency regarding storage, retrievalility, access controls, retention, and disposal of the  
  records;

  (F)  the title and business address of the agency official who is responsible for the system of records;

  (G)  the agency procedures whereby an individual can be notified at his request if the system of records contains a record  
  pertaining to him;
 
  (H)  the agency procedures whereby an individual can be notified at his request how he can gain access to any record per 
  taining to him contained in the system of records, and how he can contest its contents; and
  (I)  the categories of sources of records in the system;

 (5)  maintain all records which are used by the agency in making any determination about any individual with such accuracy, rel 
 evance, timeliness, and completeness as is reasonably necessary to assure fairness to the individual in the determination;

 (6)  prior to disseminating any record about an individual to any person other than an agency, unless the dissemination is made  
 pursuant to subsection (b)(2) of this section, make reasonable efforts to assure that such records are accurate, complete, timely,  
 and relevant for agency purposes;

 (7)  maintain no record describing how any individual exercises rights guaranteed by the First Amendment unless expressly  
 authorized by statute or by the individual about whom the record is maintained or unless pertinent to and within the scope of an  
 authorized law enforcement activity;

 (8)  make reasonable efforts to serve notice on an individual when any record on such individual is made available to any person  
 under compulsory legal process when such process becomes a matter of public record;

 (9)  establish rules of conduct for persons involved in the design, development, operation, or maintenance of any system of  
 records, or in maintaining any record, and instruct each such person with respect to such rules and the requirements of this sec 
 tion, including any other rules and procedures adopted pursuant to this section and the penalties for noncompliance;
 (10)  establish appropriate administrative, technical, and physical safeguards to insure the security and confidentiality of records  
 and to protect against any anticipated threats or hazards to their security or integrity which could result in substantial harm,  
 embarrassment, inconvenience, or unfairness to any individual on whom information is maintained;
 (11)  at least 30 days prior to publication of information under paragraph (4)(D) of this subsection, publish in the Federal Register  
 notice of any new use or intended use of the information in the system, and provide an opportunity for interested persons to sub 
 mit written data, views, or arguments to the agency; and 
 (12)  if such agency is a recipient agency or a source agency in a matching program with a non-Federal agency, with respect  
 to any establishment or revision of a matching program, at least 30 days prior to conducting such program, publish in the Federal  
 Register notice of such establishment or revision.

(f)  Agency rules. - In order to carry out the provisions of this section, each agency that maintains a system of records shall promul-
gate rules, in accordance with the requirements (including general notice) of section 553 of this title, which shall - 
 (1)  establish procedures whereby an individual can be notified in response to his request if any system of records named by  
 the individual contains a record pertaining to him;

 (2)  define reasonable times, places, and requirements for identifying an individual who requests his record or information pertain 
 ing to him before the agency shall make the record or information available to the individual;

 (3)  establish procedures for the disclosure to an individual upon his request of his record or information pertaining to him, includ 
 ing special procedure, if deemed necessary, for the disclosure to an individual of medical records, including psychological  
 records, pertaining to him;

 (4)  establish procedures for reviewing a request from an individual concerning the amendment of any record or information per 
 taining to the individual, for making a determination on the request, for an appeal within the agency of an initial adverse agency  
 determination, and for whatever additional means may be necessary for each individual to be able to exercise fully his rights  
 under this section; and

 (5)  establish fees to be charged, if any, to any individual for making copies of his record, excluding the cost of any search for  
 and  review of the record.
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The Office of the Federal Register shall biennially compile and publish the rules promulgated under this subsection and agency notic-
es published under subsection (e)(4) of this section is a form available to the public at low cost.

(g)(1)  Civil remedies. - Whenever any agency
 (A)  makes a determination under subsection (d)(3) of this section not to amend an individual’s record in accordance with his 
request, or fails to make such review in conformity with that subsection;
 (B)  refuses to comply with an individual request under subsection (d)(1) of this section;
 (C)  fails to maintain any record concerning any individual with such accuracy, relevance, timeliness, and completeness as is 
necessary to assure fairness in any determination relating to the qualifications, character, rights, or opportunities of, or benefits to the 
individual that may be made on the basis of such record, and consequently a determination is made which is adverse to the individu-
al; or
 (D) fails to comply with any other provision of this section, or any rule promulgated thereunder, in such a way as to have an 
adverse effect on an individual,

the individual may bring a civil action against the agency, and the district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction in the mat-
ters under the provisions of this subsection.

(2)(A)  In any suit brought under the provisions of subsection (g)(1)(A) of this section, the court may order the agency to amend the 
individual’s record in accordance with his request or in such other way as the court may direct.  In such a case the court shall deter-
mine the matter de novo.

  (B)  The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs reasonably incurred in any 
case under this paragraph in which the complainant has substantially prevailed.

(3)(A)  In any suit brought under the provisions of subsection (g)(1)(B) of this section, the court may enjoin the agency from withhold-
ing the records and order the production to the complainant of any agency records improperly withheld from him.  In such a case the 
court shall determine the matter de novo, and may examine the contents of any agency records in camera to determine whether the 
records or any portion thereof may be withheld under any of the exemptions set forth in subsection (k) of this section, and the burden 
is on the agency to sustain its action.

(B)  The court may assess against the United States reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs reasonably incurred in any 
case under this paragraph in which the complainant has substantially prevailed.

(4)  In any suite brought under the provisions of subsection (g)(1)(C) or (D) of this section in which the court determines that the 
agency acted in a manner which was intentional or willful, the United States shall be liable to the individual in an amount equal to the 
sum of - 

 (A)  actual damages sustained by the individual as a result of the refusal or failure, but in no case shall a person entitled to recov-
ery receive less than the sum of $1000; and

 (B)  the costs of the action together with reasonable attorney fees as determined by the court.
(5)  An action to enforce any liability created under this section may be brought in the district court of the United States in the district 
in which the complainant resides, or has his principal place of business, or in which the agency records are situated, or in the District 
of Columbia, without regard to the amount in controversy, within two years from the date on which the cause of action arises, except 
that where an agency has materially and willfully misrepresented any information required under this section to be disclosed to an 
individual and the information so misrepresented is material to establishment of the liability of the agency to the individual under this 
section, the action may be brought at any time within two years after discovery by the individual of the misrepresentation.  Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to authorize any civil action by reason of any injury sustained as the result of a disclosure of a record 
prior to September 27, 1975.

(h)  Rights of legal guardians. - For the purpose of this section, the parents of any minor, or the legal guardian of any individual who 
has been declared to be incompetent due to physical or mental incapacity or age by a court of competent jurisdiction, may act on 
behalf of the individual.

(I)(1)  Criminal penalties. - Any officer or employee of an agency, who by virtue of his employment or official position, has possession 
of, or access to, agency records which contain individually identifiable information the disclosure of which is prohibited by this section 
or by rules or regulations established thereunder, and who knowing that disclosure of the specific material is so prohibited, willfully 
discloses the material in any manner to any person or agency not entitled to receive it, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not 
more than $5000.

(2)  Any officer or employee of any agency who willfully maintains a system of records without meeting the notice requirements of 
subsection (e)(4) of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than $5000.
(3)  Any person who knowingly and willfully requests or obtains any record concerning an individual from any agency under false pre-
tenses shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and fined not more than $5000.

(j)  General exemptions. - The head of any agency may promulgate rules, in accordance with the requirements (including general 
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notice) of sections 553(b)(1), (2), and (3), (c), and (e) of this title, to exempt any system of records within the agency from any part of 
this section except subsections (b), (c)(1) and (2), (e)(4)(A) through (F), (e)(6), (7), (9), (10), and (11), and (I) if the system of records 
is - 
 (1)  maintained by the Central Intelligence Agency; or
 (2)  maintained by an agency or component thereof which performs as its principal function any activity pertaining to the enforce-
ment of criminal laws, including police efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or to apprehend criminals, and the activities of pros-
ecutors, courts, correctional, probation, pardon, or parole authorities, and which consists of (A) information compiled for the purpose 
of identifying individual criminal offenders and alleged offenders and consisting only of identifying data and notations of arrests, the 
nature and disposition of criminal charges, sentencing, confinement, release, and parole and probation status; (B) information com-
piled for the purpose of a criminal investigation, including reports of informants, and investigators, and associated with an identifiable 
individual; or (C) reports identifiable to an individual compiled at any state of the process of enforcement of the criminal laws from 
arrest or indictment through release from supervision.

At the time rules are adopted under this subsection, the agency shall include in the statement required under section 553(c) of this 
title, the reasons why the system of records is to be exempted from a provision of this section.
(k)  Specific exemptions. - The head of any agency may promulgate rules, in accordance with the requirements (including general 
notice) of sections 553(b)(1), (2), (3), (c), and (e) of this title, to exempt any system of records within the agency from subsections (c)
(3), (d), (e)(1), (e)(4)(G), (H), and (I) and (f) of this section if the system of records is - 

 (1)  subject to the provisions of section 552(b)(1) of this title;
 (2)  investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than material within the scope of subsection (j)(2) of this 
section:  Provided, however, That if any individual is denied any right, privilege, or benefit that he would otherwise be eligible, as a 
result of the maintenance of such material, such material shall be provided to such individual, except to the extent that the disclosure 
of such material would reveal the identity of a source who furnished information to the Government under an express promise that 
the identity of the source would be held in confidence, or, prior to the effective date of this section, under an implied promise that the 
identity of the source would be held in confidence;
 (3)  maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or other individuals pursuant 
to section 3056 of title 18;
 (4)  required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
 (5)  investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment, military service, Federal contracts, or access to classified information, but only to the extent that the disclosure of such 
material would reveal the identity of a source who furnished information to the Government under express promise that the identity of 
the source would be held in confidence, or, prior to the effective date of this section, under an implied promise that the identity of the 
source would be held in confidence;
 (6)  testing or examination material used solely to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in the Federal 
service the disclosure of which would compromise the objectivity or fairness of the testing or examination process; or
 (7)  evaluation material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, but only to the extent that the disclosure 
of such material would reveal the identity of a source who furnished information to the Government under an express promise that 
the identity of the source would be held in confidence, or, prior to the effective date of this section, under an implied promise that the 
identity of the source would be held in confidence.

At the time rules are adopted under this subsection, the agency shall include in the statement required under section 553(c) of this 
title, the reasons why the system of records is to be exempted from a provision of this section.

(l)(1)  Archival records. -   Each agency record which is accepted by the Archivist of the United States for storage, processing, and 
servicing in accordance with section 3101 of title 44 shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered to be maintained by the 
agency which deposited the record and shall be subject to the provisions of the section.  The Archivist of the United States shall not 
disclose the record except to the agency which maintains the record, or under rules established by that agency which are not incon-
sistent with the provisions of this section.

(2)  Each agency record pertaining to an identifiable individual which was transferred to the National Archives of the United States 
as a record which has sufficient historical or other value to warrant its continued preservation by the United States Government, prior 
to the effective date of this section, shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered to be maintained by the National Archives 
and shall not be subject to the provisions of this section, except that a statement generally describing such records (modeled after 
the requirements relating to records subject to subsections (e)(4)(A) through (G) of this section) shall be published in the Federal 
Register.

(3)  Each agency record pertaining to an identifiable individual which is transferred to the National Archives of the United States as a 
record which has sufficient historical or other value to warrant its continued preservation by the United States Government, on or after 
the effective date of this section, shall, for the purposes of this section, be considered to be maintained by the National Archives and 
shall be exempt from the requirements of this section except subsections (e)(4)(A) through (G) and (e)(9) of this section.

(m)(1)  Government contractors. - When an agency provides by a contract for the operation by or on behalf of the agency of a system 
of records to accomplish an agency function, the agency shall, consistent with its authority, cause the requirements of this section to 
be applied to such system.  For purposes of subsection (i) of this section any such contractor and any employee of such contractor, if 
such contract is agreed to on or after the effective date of this section, shall be considered to be an employee of an agency.
(2)  A consumer reporting agency to which a record is disclosed under section 3711(f) of title 31 shall not be considered a contractor 



Page 210

for the purposes of this section.

(n)  Mailing lists. -   An individual’s name and address may not be sold or rented by an agency unless such action is specifically 
authorized by law.  This provision shall not be construed to require the withholding of names and addresses otherwise permitted to be 
made public.

(o)  Matching agreements. - (1)  No record which is contained in a system of records may be disclosed to a recipient agency or non-
Federal agency for use in a computer matching program except pursuant to a written agreement between the source agency and the 
recipient agency or non-Federal agency specifying - 
 (A)  the purpose and legal authority for conducting the program;

 (B)  the justification for the program and the anticipated results, including a specific estimate of any savings;

 (C)  a description of the records that will be matched, including each data element that will be used, the approximate number of 
records that will be matched, and the projected starting and completion dates of the matching program;

 (D)  procedures for providing individualized notice at the time of application, and notice periodically thereafter as directed by the 
Data Integrity Board of such agency (subject to guidance provided by the Director of Office of Management and Budget pursuant to 
subsection (v)), to - 
   (i)  applicants for and recipients of financial assistance or payment under Federal benefit programs, and
  (ii)  applicants for and holders of positions as Federal personnel,

that any information provided by such applicants, recipients, holders, and individuals may be subject to verification through matching 
programs;

 (E)  procedures for verifying information produced in such matching program as required by subsection (p);

 (F)  procedures for the retention and timely destruction of identifiable records created by a recipient agency or non-Federal agen-
cy in such matching program;

 (G)  procedures for ensuring the administrative, technical, and physical security of the records matched and the results of such 
programs;

 (H)  prohibitions on duplication and redisclosure of records provided by the source agency within or outside the recipient agency 
or the non-Federal agency, except where required by law or essential to the conduct of the matching program;

 (I)  procedures governing the use by a recipient agency or non-Federal agency of records provided in a matching program by a 
source agency, including procedures governing return of the records to the source agency or destruction of records used in such pro-
gram;

 (J)  information on assessments that have been made on the accuracy of the records that will be used in such matching program; 
and

 (K)  that the Comptroller General may have access to all records of a recipient agency or a non-Federal agency that the 
Comptroller General deems necessary in order to monitor or verify compliance with the agreement.
(2)(A)  A copy of each agreement entered into pursuant to paragraph (1) shall -

 (i)  be transmitted to the Committee on Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Governmental Operations of 
the House of Representatives; and

 (ii)  be available upon request to the public.

(B)  No such agreement shall be effective until 30 days after the date on which such a copy is transmitted pursuant to subparagraph 
(A)(i).

(C)  Such an agreement shall remain in effect only for such period, not to exceed 18 months, as the Data Integrity Board of the 
agency may, without additional review, renew the matching agreement for a current, ongoing matching program for not more than one 
additional year if - 
 (i)  such program will be conducted without any change; and

 (ii)  each party to the agreement certifies to the Board in writing that the program has been conducted in compliance with the 
agreement.
(p)  Verification and opportunity to contest findings. - (1)  In order to protect any individual whose records are used in a matching 
program, no recipient agency, non-Federal agency, or source agency may suspend, terminate, reduce, or make a final denial of any 
financial assistance or payment under a Federal benefit program to such individual, or take other adverse action against such indi-
vidual, as a result of information produced by such matching program, until-



Page 211

 (A)(i)  the agency has independently verified the information; or
 (ii)  the Data Integrity Board of the agency, or in the case of a non-Federal agency the Data Integrity Board of the source agency, 
determines in accordance with guidance issued by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget that - 
   (I)  the information is limited to identification and amount of benefits paid by the source agency under a Federal benefit program; 
and
   (II)  there is a high degree of confidence that the information provided to the recipient agency is accurate;

 (B)  the individual receives a notice from the agency containing a statement of its findings and informing the individual of the 
opportunity to contest such findings; and

 (C)(i)  the expiration of any time period established for the program by statute or regulation for the individual to respond to that 
notice; or

 (ii)  in the case of a program for which no such period is established, the end of the 30-day period beginning on the date on 
which notice under subparagraph (B) is mailed or otherwise provided to the individual.

(2)  Independent verification referred to in paragraph (1) requires investigation and confirmation of specific informati2system of 
records to a recipient agency or non-Federal agency for a matching program if such source agency has reason to believe that the 
requirements of subsection (p) or any matching agreement entered into pursuant to subsection (o), or both, are not being met by such 
recipient agency.

(2)  No source agency may renew a matching agreement unless - 
 (A)  the recipient agency or non-Federal agency has certified that it has complied with the provisions of that agreement; and

 (B)  the source agency has no reason to believe that the certification is inaccurate.
(r)  Report on new systems and matching programs. - Each agency that proposes to establish or make a significant change in a sys-
tem of records or a matching program shall provide adequate advance notice of any such proposal (in duplicate) to the Committee 
on Government Operations of the House of Representatives, the Committee on Governmental Affairs of the Senate, and the Office of 
Management and Budget in order to permit an evaluation of the probable or potential effect of such proposal on the privacy or other 
rights of individuals.

(s)  Biennial report. -   The President shall biennially submit to the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President pro 
tempore of the Senate a report -

 (1)  describing the actions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget pursuant to section 6 of the Privacy Act of 
1974 during the preceding 2 years;

 (2)  describing the exercise of individual rights of access and amendment under this section during such years;

 (3)  identifying changes in or additions to systems of records;

 (4)  containing such other information concerning administration of this section as may be necessary or useful to the Congress in 
reviewing the effectiveness of this section in carrying out the purposes of the Privacy Act of 1974.

(t)(1) Effect of other laws. - No agency shall rely on any exemption contained in section 552 of this title to withhold from an individual 
any record which is otherwise accessible to such individual under the provisions of this section. 

(2)  No agency shall rely on any exemption in this section to withhold from an individual any record which is otherwise accessible to 
such individual under the provisions of section 552 of this title.

(u)  Data Integrity Boards. - (1)  Every agency conducting or participating in a matching program shall establish a Data Integrity Board 
to oversee and coordinate among the various components of such agency the agency’s implementation of this section.

(2)  Each Data Integrity Board shall consist of senior officials designated by the head of the agency as responsible for implementa-
tion of this section, and the inspector general of the agency, if any.  The inspector general shall not serve as chairman of the Data 
Integrity Board.
(3)  Each Data Integrity Board - 
 (A)  Shall review, approve, and maintain all written agreements for receipt or disclosure of agency records for matching programs 
to ensure compliance with subsection (o), and all relevant statutes, regulations, and guidelines;
 (B)  shall review all matching programs in which the agency has participated during the year, either as a source agency or recipi-
ent agency, determine compliance with applicable laws, regulations, guidelines, and agency agreements, and assess the costs and 
benefits of such programs;
 (C)  shall review all recurring matching programs in which the agency has participated during the year, either as a source agency 
or recipient agency, for continued justification for such disclosures;
 (D)  shall compile an annual report, which shall be submitted to the head of the agency and the Office of Management and 
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Budget and made available to the public upon request, describing the matching activities of the agency, including - 
   (i)  matching programs in which the agency has participated as a source agency or recipient agency;
   (ii)  matching agreements proposed under subsection (o) that were disapproved by the Board;
   (iii)  any changes in membership or structure of the Board in the preceding year;
   (iv)  the reasons for any waiver of the requirement in paragraph (4) of this section for completion and submission of a cost-ben-
efit analysis prior to the approval of a matching program;
   (v)  any violations of matching agreements that have been alleged or identified and any corrective action taken; and
   (vi)  any other information required by the Director of the Office of Management and Budget to be included in such report;
 (E)  shall serve as a clearinghouse for receiving and providing information on the accuracy, completeness, and reliability of 
records used in matching programs;
 (F)  shall provide interpretation and guidance to agency components and personnel on the requirement of this section for match-
ing programs;
 (G)  shall review agency recordkeeping and disposal policies and practices for matching programs to assure compliance with this 
section; and
 (H)  may review and report on any agency matching activities that are not matching programs.

(4)(A)  Except as provided in subparagraphs (B) and (C), a Data Integrity Board shall not approve any written agreement for a match-
ing program unless the agency has completed and submitted to such Board a cost-benefit analysis of the proposed program and such 
analysis demonstrates that the program is likely to be cost effective.

(B)   The Board may waive the requirements of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph if it determines in writing, in accordance with 
guidelines prescribed by the Director of Office of Management and Budget, that a cost-benefit analysis is not required.
(C)  A cost-benefit analysis shall not be required under subparagraph (A) prior to the initial approval of a written agreement for 
a matching program that is specifically required by statute.  Any subsequent written agreement for such a program shall not be 
approved by the Data Integrity Board unless the agency has submitted a cost-benefit analysis of the program as conducted under the 
preceding approval of such agreement.

(5)(A)  If a matching agreement is disapproved by a Data Integrity Board, any party to such agreement may appeal the disapproval to 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget.  Timely notice of the filing of  such an appeal shall be provided by the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget and the Committee on Government Operations of the House of Representatives.
(B)  The director of the Office of Management and Budget may approve a matching agreement notwithstanding the disapproval of a 
Data Integrity Board if the Director determines that - 
 
 (i)   the matching program will be consistent with all applicable legal, regulatory, and policy requirements;

 (ii)  there is adequate evidence that the matching agreement will be cost-effective; and

 (iii)  the matching program is in the public interest.

(C)  The decision of the Director to approve a matching agreement not shall take effect until 30 days after it is reported to committees 
described in subparagraph (A).

(D)  If the Data Integrity Board and the Director of the Office of Management and Budget disapprove a matching program proposed by 
the inspector general of an agency, the inspector general may report the disapproval to the head of the agency and to the Congress.

(6)  The Director of the Office of Management and Budget shall annually during the first 3 years after the date of enactment of this 
subsection and biennially thereafter, consolidate in a report to the Congress the information contained in the reports from the various 
Data Integrity Boards under paragraph (3)(D).  Such report shall include detailed information about costs and benefits of matching 
programs that are conducted during the period covered by such consolidated report, and shall identify each waiver granted by a Data 
Integrity Board of the requirement for completion and submission of a cost-benefit analysis and the reasons for granting the waiver.
(7)  In the reports required by paragraph (3)(D) and (6), agency matching activities that are not matching programs may be reported 
on an aggregate basis, if and to the extent necessary to protect ongoing law enforcement or counterintelligence investigations.   

18 U.S.C.  2512.  Wire tapping devises prohibited.

(1)  Except as other wise specifically provided in this chapter, any person who intentionally - 

(c)  Places in any newspaper, magazine, handbill, or other publication any advertisement of - 

(i)  any electronic, mechanical, or other device knowing or having reason to know that the design of such devise renders it primarily 
useful for the purpose of the surreptitious interception of wire, oral, or electronic communications; or
(ii)  any other electronic, mechanical, or other devise, where such advertisement promotes the use of such devise for the purpose of 
the surreptitious interception of wire, oral, or electronic communications,

knowing or having reason to know that such advertisement will be sent through the mail or transported in interstate or foreign com-
merce, shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.
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18 U.S.C.  2721.  Personal information in motor vehicle records restricted.

(a)  In general - Except as provided in subsection (b), a State department of motor vehicles, and any officer, employee, or contractor, 
thereof, shall not knowingly disclose or otherwise make available to any person or entity personal information about any individual 
obtained by the department in connection with a motor vehicle record.

(b)  Permissible uses. - Personal information referred to in subsection (a) shall be disclosed for use in connection with matters of 
motor vehicle or driver safety and theft, motor vehicle emissions, motor vehicle product alterations, recalls, or advisories, performance 
monitoring of motor vehicles and dealers by motor vehicle manufacturers, and removal of non-owner records from the original owner 
records of motor vehicle manufacturers to carry out the purposes of titles I and IV of the Anti Car Theft Act of 1992, the Automobile 
Information Disclosure Act (15 U.S.C. 1231 et seq.), the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.) and chapters 301, 305, and 321-331 
of title 59, and may be disclosed as follows:

(1)  For use by any government agency, including any court or law enforcement agency, in carrying out its functions, or any private 
person or entity acting on behalf of a Federal, State, or local agency in carrying out its functions.

(2)  For use in connection with matters of motor vehicle or driver safety and theft; motor vehicle emissions; motor vehicle product 
alterations, recalls, or advisories; performance monitoring of motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts and dealers; motor vehicle market 
research activities, including survey research; and removal of non-owner records from the original owner records of motor vehicle 
manufacturers.

(3)  For use in the normal course of business by a legitimate business or its agents, employees, or contractors, but only -
 (A)  to verify the accuracy of personal information submitted by the individual to the business or its agents, employees, or con-
tractors; and
 (B)  if such information as so submitted is not correct or is no longer correct, to obtain the correct information, but only for the pur-
poses of preventing fraud by, pursuing legal remedies against, or recovering on a debt or security interest against, the individual.
(4)  for use in connection of any civil, criminal, administrative, or arbitral proceeding in any Federal, State, or local court or agency 
or before any self-regulatory body, including the service of process, investigation in anticipation of litigation, and the execution or 
enforcement of judgments and orders, or pursuant to an order of a Federal, State, or local court.

(5)  For use in research activities, and for use in producing statistical reports, so long as the personal information is not published, 
redisclosed, or used to contact individuals.

(6)  For use by any insurer or insurance support organization, or by a self-insured entity, or its agents, employees, or contractors, in 
connection with claims investigation activities, antifraud activities, rating or underwriting.

(7)  For use in providing notice to the owners of towed or impounded vehicles.

(8) For use by any licensed private investigative agency or licensed security service for any purpose permitted under this subsection.

(9)  For use by an employer or its agent or insurer to obtain or verify information relating to a holder of a commercial driver’s license 
that is required under chapter 313 of title 49.

(10)  For use in connection with the operation of private toll transportation facilities.

(11)  For any other use in response to requests for individual motor vehicle records if the motor vehicle department has provided in a 
clear and conspicuous manner on forms for issuance or renewal of operator’s permits, title, registrations, or identification cards, notice 
that personal information collected by the department may be disclosed to any business or person, and has provided in a clear and 
conspicuous manner on such forms an opportunity to prohibit such disclosures.
(12)  For bulk distribution for survey, marketing or solicitations if the motor vehicle department has implemented methods and proce-
dures to ensure that - 
 (A)  individuals are provided an opportunity, in a clear and conspicuous manner, to prohibit such uses; and
 (B)  the information will be used, rented, or sold solely for bulk distribution for survey, marketing, and solicitations, and that sur-
veys, marketing, and solicitations will not be directed at those individuals who have requested in a timely fashion that they not be 
directed at them.

(13)  For use by any requester, if the requester demonstrates it has obtained the written consent of the individual to who the informa-
tion pertains.

(14)  For any other use specifically authorized under the law of the State that hold the record, if such use is related to the operation of 
a motor vehicle or public safety.

20 U.S.C 1232g(b) Public school student education records- federal prohibition against release.

(b) Release of education records; parental consent requirement; exceptions; compliance with judicial orders and subpoenas; audit and 
evaluation of Federally-supported education programs; recordkeeping.
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 (1) No funds shall be made available under any applicable program to any educational agency or institution which has a policy or 
practice of permitting the release of educational records (or personally identifiable information contained therein other than directory 
information, as defined in paragraph (5) of subsection (a)) of students without the written consent of their parents to any individual, 
agency, or organization, other than to the following.
        (A)  other school officials,…
        (B)  officials of other schools  or school systems in  which the                    
 student seeks or intends to enroll, upon condition that the student’s  parents be notified of the transfer, receive a copy of the record if 
desired, and have an opportunity for a hearing to challenge the content of the record;
             (C)  (i) authorized  representatives of (I) the Comptroller General  
 of the United States, (II) the Secretary, or (III) State educational   
authorities, under the conditions set forth in paragraph (3), or (ii)       
authorized representatives of the Attorney General for law enforcement purposes  under the same conditions as apply to                              
the Secretary under paragraph (3);  
  (D)  in connection with a student’s application for, or receipt of, financial aid.
  (E)  State and local officials or authorities to whom such information is specifically allowed to be reported or disclosed pursu-
ant to State statue …
  (F)  organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, educational agencies or institutions…
  (G)  accrediting  organizations  in order to carry out their accrediting functions;
  (H)  parents of a dependent student of such parents, as defined in section 152 of the Internal revenue Code of 1986 [26 
USCS § 152];
  (I) subject to regulations of the Secretary, in connection with an emergency, appropriate persons if the knowledge of such 
information is necessary to protect the health or safety of the student or other persons; and….
  (2)  No funds shall be made available under any applicable program to any educational agency or institution which  has a policy 
or practice of releasing, or providing access to, any personally identifiable information in education records other than directory infor-
mation, or as is permitted under paragraph (1) of this subsection unless--
  (A)  there is written consent from the student’s parents specifying records to be released, the reasons for such release, and 
to whom, and with a copy of the records to be released to the student’s parents and the student if desired by the parents, or 
  (B)  except as provided in paragraph (1)(J), such information is furnished in compliance with judicial order, or pursuant to 
any lawfully issued subpoena, upon condition that parents and students are notified of all such orders or subpoenas in advance of the 
compliance therewith by the educational institution or agency.

29 U.S.C  552b.  Federal Open Meetings Act.

(a)  For purposes of this section - 

 (1)  the term “agency” means any agency, as defined in section 552(e) of this title, headed by a collegial body composed of two 
or more individual members, a majority of whom are appointed to such position by the President with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, and any subdivision thereof authorized to act on behalf of the agency;

 (2)  the term “meeting” means the deliberations of at least the number of individual agency members required to take action on 
behalf of the agency where such deliberations determine or result in the joint conduct or disposition of official agency business, but 
does not include deliberations required or permitted by subsection (d) or (e); and

 (3)  the term “member” means an individual who belongs to a collegial body heading an agency.

(b)  Members shall not jointly conduct or dispose of agency business other than in accordance with this section.  Except as provided 
in subsection (c), every portion of every meeting of an agency shall be open to public observation.

(c)  Except in a case where the agency finds that the public interest requires otherwise, the second sentence of subsection (b) shall 
not apply to any portion of an agency meeting, and the requirements of subsection (d) and (e) shall not apply to any information per-
taining to such meeting otherwise required by this section to be disclosed to the public, where the agency properly determines that 
such portion or portions of its meeting or the disclosure of such information is likely to - 

 (1) disclose matters that are (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the 
interests of national defense or foreign policy and (B) in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order;
 (2)  relate to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

 (3)  disclose matters specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552 of this title), provided that such 
statute (A) requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) estab-
lishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 (4)  disclose trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;
 (5)  involve accusing any person of a crime, or formally censuring any person;

 (6)  disclose information of a personal nature where disclosure would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal pri-
vacy;

 (7)  disclose investigatory records compiled for law enforcement purposes, or information which if written would be contained in 
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such records, but only to the extent that the production of such records or information would (A) interfere with enforcement proceed-
ings, (B) deprive a person of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal pri-
vacy, (D) disclose the identity of a confidential source and, in the case of a record compiled by a criminal law enforcement authority 
in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence investigation, confidential 
information furnished only by the confidential source, (E) disclose investigative techniques and procedures, or (F) endanger the life or 
physical safety of law enforcement personnel;

 (8)  disclose information contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for 
the use of an agency responsible for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions;

 (9)  disclose information the premature disclosure of which would - 
  (A)  in the case of any agency which regulates currencies, securities, commodities, or financial institutions, be likely to (i) 
lead to significant financial speculation in currencies, securities, or commodities, or (ii) significantly endanger the stability of any finan-
cial institution; or
  (B)  in the case of any agency, be likely to significantly frustrate implementation of a proposed agency action,

except that subparagraph (B) shall not apply in any instance except where the agency has already disclosed to the public the content 
or nature of its proposed action, or where the agency is required by law to make such disclosure on its own initiative prior to taking 
final agency action on such proposal; or
 (1)  specifically concern the agency’s issuance of a subpoena, or the agency’s participation in a civil action or proceeding, an 
action in a foreign court or internation tribunal, or an arbitration, or the initiation, conduct, or disposition by the agency of a particular 
case of formal agency adjudication pursuant to the procedures in section 554 of this title or otherwise involving a determination on the 
record after opportunity for a hearing.

(d)(1)  Action under subsection (c) shall be taken only when a majority of the entire membership of the agency (as defined in subsec-
tion (a)(1) votes to take such action.  A separate vote of the agency members shall be taken with respect to each agency meeting 
a portion or portions of which are proposed to be closed to the public pursuant to subsection (c), or with respect to any information 
which is proposed to be withheld under subsection (c).  A single vote may be taken with respect to a series of meetings, a portion or 
portions of which are proposed to be closed to the public, or with respect to any information concerning such series of meetings, so 
long as each meeting in such series involves the same particular matters and is scheduled to be held no more than thirty days after 
the initial meeting in such series.  The vote of each agency member participating in such vote shall be recorded and no proxies shall 
be allowed.

(2)  Whenever any person whose interests may be directly affected by a portion of a meeting requests that the agency close such 
portion to the public for any of the reasons referred to in paragraph (5), (6), or (7) of subsection (c), the agency, upon request of any 
one of its members, shall vote by recorded vote whether to close such meeting.

(3)  Within one day of any vote taken pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2), the agency shall make publicly available a written copy of such 
vote reflecting the vote of each member on the questions.  If a portion of a meeting is to be closed to the public, the agency shall, 
within on day of the vote taken pursuant to paragraph (1) or (2) of this subsection, make publicly available a full written explanation of 
its action closing the portion together with a list of all persons expected to attend the meeting and their affiliation.

(4)  Any agency, a majority of whose meetings may properly be closed to the public pursuant to paragraph (4), (8), (9)(A), or (10) 
of subsection (c), or any combination thereof, may provide by regulation for the closing of such meetings or portions thereof in the 
event that a majority of the members of the agency votes by recorded vote at the beginning of such meeting, or portion thereof, to 
close the exempt portion or portions of the meeting, and a copy of such vote, reflecting the vote of each member on the questions, 
is made available to the public.  The provisions of paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this subsection and subsection (e) shall not apply to 
any portion of a meeting to which such regulations apply:  Provided, That the agency shall, except to the extent that such information 
is exempt from disclosure under the provisions of subsection (c), provide the public with public announcement of the time, place, and 
subject matter of the meeting and of each portion thereof at the earliest practicable time.
(e)(1)  In the case of each meeting, the agency shall make public announcement, at least one week before the meeting, of the time, 
place, and subject matter of the meeting, whether it is to be open or closed to the public, and the name and phone number of the offi-
cial designated by the agency to respond to requests for information about the meeting.  Such announcement shall be made unless 
a majority of the members of the agency determines by a recorded vote that agency business requires that such meeting be called 
at an earlier date, in which case the agency shall make public announcement of the time, place, and subject matter of such meeting, 
and whether open or closed to the public, at the earliest practicable time.
(2)  The time and place of a meeting may be changed following the public announcement required by paragraph (1) only if the agency 
publicly announces such change at the earliest practicable time.  The subject matter of a meeting, or the determination of the agency 
to open or close a meeting, or portion of a meeting, to the public, may be changed following the public announcement required by 
this subsection only if (A) a majority of the entire membership of the agency determines by a recorded vote that agency business so 
requires and that no earlier announcement of the change was possible, and (B) the agency publicly announces such change and the 
vote of each member upon such change at the earliest practicable time.

(3)  Immediately following each public announcement required by this subsection, notice of the time, place, and subject matter of a 
meeting, whether the meeting is open or closed, any change in one of the preceding, and the name and phone number of the offi-
cial designated by the agency to respond to requests for information about the meeting, shall also be submitted for publication in the 
Federal Register.

(f)(1)  For every meeting closed pursuant to paragraphs (1) through (10) of subsection (c), the General Counsel or chief legal officer 
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of the agency shall publicly certify that, in his or her opinion, the meeting may be closed to the public and shall state each relevant 
exemptive provision.  A copy of such certification, together with a statement from the presiding officer of the meeting setting forth the 
time and place of the meeting, and the persons present, shall be retained by the agency.  The agency shall maintain a complete tran-
script or electronic recording adequate to record fully the proceedings of each meeting, or portion of a meeting, closed to the public, 
except that in the case of a meeting, or portion of a meeting, closed to the public pursuant to paragraph (8), (9)(A), or (10) of sub-
section (c), the agency shall maintain either such a transcript or recording, or a set of minutes.  Such minutes shall fully and clearly 
describe all matters discussed and shall provide a full and accurate summary of any actions taken, and the reasons therefor, including 
a description of each of the views expressed on any item and the record of any rollcall vote (reflecting the vote of each member on 
the questions).  All documents considered in connection with any action shall be identified in such minutes.
(2)  The agency shall make promptly available to the public, in a place easily accessible to the public, the transcript, electronic record-
ing, or minutes (as required by paragraph (1)) of the discussion of any item on the agenda, or of any item of the testimony of any 
witness received at the meeting, except for such item or items of such discussion or testimony as the agency determines to contain 
information which may be withheld under subsection (c).  Copies of such transcript, or minutes, or a transcription of such recording 
disclosing the identity of each speaker, shall be furnished to any person at the actual cost of duplication or transcription.  The agency 
shall maintain a complete verbatim copy of the transcript, a complete copy of the minutes, or a complete electronic recording of each 
meeting, or portion of a meeting, closed to the public, for a period of at least two years after such meeting, or until one year after the 
conclusion of any agency proceeding with respect to which the meeting or portion was held, whichever occurs later.

(g)  Each agency subject to the requirements of this section shall, within 180 days after the date of enactment of this section, following 
consultation of the Office of the Chairman of the Administrative Conference of the United States and published notice in the Federal 
Register of at least thirty days and opportunity for written comment by any person, promulgate regulations to implement the require-
ments of subsections (b) through (f) of this section.  Any person may bring a proceeding in the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia to require an agency to promulgate such regulations if such agency has not promulgated such regulations within 
the time period specified herein.  Subject to any limitations of time provided by law, any person may bring a proceeding in the United 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia to set aside agency regulations issued pursuant to this subsection that are not in 
accord with the requirements of subsections (b) through (f) of this section and to require the promulgation of regulations that are in 
accord with such subsections.

(h)(1)  The district courts of the United States shall have jurisdiction to enforce the requirements of subsections (b) through (f) of 
this section by declaratory judgement, injunctive relief, or other relief as may be appropriate.  Such actions may be brought by any 
person against an agency prior to, or within sixty days after, the meeting out of which the violation of this section arises, except that 
if public announcement of such meeting is not initially provided by the agency in accordance with the requirements of this section, 
such action may be instituted pursuant to this section at any time prior to sixty days after any public announcement of such meeting.  
Such actions may be brought in the district court of the United States for the district in which the agency meeting is held or in which 
the agency in question has its headquarters, or in the District Court for the district in which the agency meeting is held or in which the 
agency in question has its headquarters, or in the District Court for the District of Columbia.  In such actions a defendant shall serve 
his answer within thirty days after the service of the complaint.  The burden is on the defendant to sustain his action.  In deciding 
such cases the court may examine in camera any portion of the transcript, electronic recording, or minutes of a meeting closed to the 
public, and may take such additional evidence as it deems necessary.  The court, having due regard for orderly administration and 
the public interest, as well as the interests of the parties, may grant an injunction against future violations of this section or ordering 
the agency to make available to the public such portion of the transcript, recording, or minutes of a meeting as is not authorized to be 
withheld under subsection (c) of this section.

(2)  Any Federal court otherwise authorized by law to review agency action may, at the application of any person properly participating 
in the proceeding pursuant to other applicable law, inquire into violations by the agency of the requirements of this section and afford 
such relief as it deems appropriate.  Nothing in this section authorizes any Federal court having jurisdiction solely on the basis of 
paragraph (1) to set aside, enjoin, or invalidate any agency action (other than an action to close a meeting or to withhold information 
under this section) taken or discussed at any agency meeting out of which the violation of this section arose.

(i)   The court may assess against any party reasonable attorney fees and other litigation costs reasonable incurred by any other party 
who substantially prevails in any action brought in accordance with the provisions of subsection (g) or (h) of this section, except that 
costs may be assessed against the plaintiff only where the court finds that the suit was initiated by the plaintiff primarily for frivolous or 
dilatory purposes.  In the case of assessment of costs against an agency, the costs may be assessed by the court against the United 
States.

(j)  Each agency subject to the requirements of this section shall annually report to the Congress regarding the following:
 (1)  The changes in the policies and procedures of the agency under this section that have occurred during the preceding 1-year 
period.
 (2)  A tabulation of the number of meetings held, the exemptions applied to close meetings, and the days of public notice pro-
vided to close meetings.
 (3)  A brief description of litigation or formal complaints concerning the implementation of this section by the agency.
 (4)  A brief explanation of any changes in law that have affected the responsibilities of the agency under this section.

(k)  Nothing herein expands or limits the present rights of any person under section 552 of this title, except that the exemptions set 
forth in subsection (c) of this section shall govern in the case of any request made pursuant to section 552 to copy or inspect the 
transcripts, recordings, or minutes described in subsection (f) of this section.  The requirements of chapter 33 of title 44, United States 
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Code, shall not apply to the transcripts, 
recordings, and minutes described in subsection (f) of this section.

(l)  This section does not constitute authority to withhold any information from Congress, and does not authorize the closing of any 
agency meeting or portion thereof required by any other provision of law to be open.

(m)  Nothing in this section authorizes any agency to withhold from any individual any record, including transcripts, recordings, or min-
utes required by this section, which is otherwise accessible to such individual under section 552a of this title.
  
29 U.S.C.  2008.  Polygraph Results - Disclosure.

(a) In general.

A person, other than the examinee, may not disclose information obtained during a polygraph test, except as provided in this section.

(b)  Permitted disclosures.

A polygraph examiner may disclose information acquired from a polygraph test only to -
 (1) the examinee or any other person specifically designated in writing by the examinee;
 (2)  the employer that requested the test; or
 (3)  any court, governmental agency, arbitrator, or mediator, in accordance with due process of law, pursuant to an order from a 
court of competent jurisdiction.

(c)  Disclosure by employer.

An employer (other than an employer described in subsection (a), (b), or (c) of section 2006 of this title) for whom a polygraph test is 
conducted may disclose information from the test only to - 
 (1) a person in accordance with subsection (b) of this section; or
 (2)  a governmental agency, but only insofar as the disclosed information is an admission of criminal conduct.


